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Srila Prabhupada’s Conversation References Varnasrama Dharma is for Devotees
following the Four Regulative Principles and 

Chanting Minimum Sixteen rounds Daily 

Unless in the human society the varëäçrama system is introduced, no scheme or social order,(Society) health order or any order, political order, will be successful.                      
So you make that four orders, and then society will be in order. 

But you are not taking Kåñëa's advice. 

You are manufacturing your hellish ideas.  P32
Prabhupäda: Self-suff... There is no self-sufficiency. Self-insufficiency. 

Always remember that. 

Unless you become perfect in Kåñëa consciousness, 

there is no self-sufficiency. All self-insufficiency. Hare Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: The rascals should not do that. Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura says, nämäçraya kari thäkaha äpana kärye. 

You do your work but take shelter of hari-nama. That is wanted.

Sva-karmaëä tam abhyarcya And Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura has sung that nämäçraya kari thäkaha äpana käje: 

"Take shelter of hari-näma and remain in your own profession." 

And Caitanya Mahäprabhu has also recommended, 

sthäne sthitäù çruti-gatäà tanu-väì-manobhiå.

And if they do not remain in the sthäna, then 

the sahajiyä's chanting will come.
Chanting will go on. That is not stopped. But at the same time the varëäçrama-dharma must be established  to make the way easy.

Vaiñëava is not so easy.

The varëäçrama-dharma should be established 

to become a Vaiñëava.

It is not so easy to become Vaiñëava. (P.57)

The brähmaëa means from the material stage gradually he is elevated to the spiritual stage. And below the brähmaëa there is no question of Vaiñëava.

Brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, they are doing very nicely, and people will be surprised, "Oh." There is no question of hatred. It is division for proper discharge of duty.  P 66

This farm project is especially for the devotees to grow their own food. p.52
Morning Walk                                     January 4, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Our, one of the mission is to reestablish the division of the society according to...

Dr. Patel: But, sir, even without redividing them, nature has divided it.

Prabhupäda: No, no, nature has divided, 

but we are taking the post or some position 

without qualification.

That must be rectified.

Dr. Patel: That, what you say, that we should not have come in possession of the power in government, is a fact. They have no that quality of governing.

Prabhupäda: Yes. What can be done? There is no kñatriyas.

Dr. Patel: They... You see, they govern for themselves, and not for people.

Prabhupäda: There is no brähmaëa in the society.

Lecture Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.1                    Melbourne, May 21, 1975 

[break] ...käräd bhaved dvijaù. Saàskära, reformation, that makes a twice-born. [break] janmana jäyate çüdraù saàskäräd bhaved dvijaù, vedo-pathad bhaved vipro brahmä jänätéti brähmaëaù. Everyone is born çüdra, and by undergoing the reformation process, he becomes twice-born. The father is the spiritual master, and the mother is Vedic knowledge. First birth is ordinary father and mother. That even cats and dogs gets. Everyone gets father and mother. Without father and mother, there is no question of birth. That janma is çüdra janma. Then, when he gets second birth by the spiritual father, then he becomes a dvija, twice-born. Again birth. Then he is allowed to study the Vedic literatures. Vedo-pathad bhaved vipraù. And when, by studying, he understand the Brahman, then he becomes brähmaëa. This is the process. Brahmä jänätéti brähmaëaù. And then, after becoming a brähmaëa, when he understands Kåñëa, then he becomes Vaiñëava. Manuñyäëäà sahasreñu kaçcid yatati siddhaye [Bg. 7.3]. Siddha means to understand Brahman, and yatatäm api siddhänäm, and after becoming siddha, one who drives further ahead, out of many of them, one can understand Kåñëa. So we are aiming to that destination, to understand Kåñëa. And then it will be perfect. And as soon as you understand Kåñëa, you are fit for going back to home, back to Godhead. Tyaktvä dehaà punar janma naiti mäm eti 

Answers to a Questionnaire from Bhavan's Journal                    June 28, 1976, Våndävana

Puñöa Kåñëa: The next question, Çréla Prabhupäda, fifteen. "Hinduism has been defined as a way of life."

Prabhupäda: Yes. Actually it is the way. That, I have already described it. It is not a sectarianism like Muslimism, Christianism or "Thisism..." Hinduism also now one of them. Actually, it is a way of life, varëäçrama-dharma, how to become elevated to the spiritual platform. So that begins by the varëäçrama-dharma, to select persons according to his capacity to different varëas. Some of them selected, trained as brähmaëas. Some of them trained as kñatriya, some of them as vaiçya, some of them as, remain... Those who cannot take any training, they are çüdras. So in the ways (indistinct) there must be social division not by birth, but by education. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. That we have lost. The so-called Hinduism they have lost. And because they did not follow real varëäçrama-dharma, therefore India, so many renegades, Muslim became... Once they become Muslim, there was no reformation. But according to Vedic principle, even one is fallen, he can be raised to the highest standard. Mäà hi pärtha vyapäçritya ye 'pi syuù päpa-yonayaù [Bg. 9.32]. One may... Saàskäräd bhaved dvija. And Sanätana Gosvämé says that

yathä kaïcanataà yati kaàsyaà rasa-vidhänataù tathä dékñä-vidhänena dvijatvaà jäyate nåëam

As by chemical process the bell metal can be turned into gold by adding with the mercury.... This is a chemical process. If you can add in the bell metal proportionately mercury, then it will turn into gold. Here is the process given in the çästra. If you are able to do it, you can do it, turn gold some of these bell metals. So the example is given that as the bell metal, base metal, can be turned into gold by chemical process, similarly, by dékñä-vidhänena, by proper initiation by the bona fide spiritual master, everyone can be turned into dvija, twice-born. Dvijatvaà jäyate nåëam. Nåëam means all men. It is not there is no discrimination, that only the Hindus, only the Indians, or only the so-called brähmaëas can be turned. Everyone can be turned. That is the injunction. So this Kåñëa consciousness movement is trying to do that, trying everyone to become a bona fide brähmaëa. 

Without becoming a brähmaëa you cannot become Vaiñëava.
So this reformatory process is recommended in the çästras. What is the question?

Puñöa Kåñëa: Hinduism has been defined as a way of life. In...

Prabhupäda: Yes, this is the way of life, that by reformatory process recommended in the çästras one should be elevated to the position of brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçyas, and çüdra. Çudra means one who cannot take any reformation. But one who can take up the reformation, he can be situated as a brähmaëa, as a kñatriya, as a vaiçya. This is not by birth, but by education, by training. That is recommended for the all human society. Not for the Hindus or... Otherwise, why Kåñëa says päpa-yoni? Päpa-yoni. Striyo vaiçyäs tathä çüdräs. They are also taken as päpa-yoni. And what to speak of the çüdras and caëòälas? They must be päpa-yoni. Only the brähmaëa, kñatriya, they are taken as highly elevated. But nowadays, kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. In this age you cannot distinguish who is brähmaëa, who is kñatriya, who is a vaiçya, who is a çüdra. It is accepted that everyone is a çüdra because there is no reformation. So according to Päïcarätriki-vidhi everyone should be given the chance of becoming a Vaiñëava, a dvija. And that is recommendation in the Hari-bhakti-viläsa, that by the proper initiation process everyone can be brought into the platform of dvija, twice-born, and then he becomes... After initiation, his second birth is there. Saàskäräd bhaved dvijaù. Then he's allowed to read the scripture. Veda-pathäd bhaved vipraù. He becomes vipra. Then when he really comes to the knowledge of Brahman, his relationship with Brahman, and acts accordingly, then he is brähmaëa. And when he is perfectly situated in the eternal relationship with God, Viñëu, then he becomes a Vaiñëava. That is perfection of life.   
Morning Walk                                     March 12, 1974, Våndävana                                                        

Prabhupäda: ...it will be constituted, that. Their business will be to exploit the poor citizens. And they will be embarrassed and harassed so much: by one side, no sufficient rain, and therefore scarcity of food, and the other side, taxation by the government. In this way, the people will be so much harassed that they'll give up their home and go to the forest. Very piti... Unless they take to Kåñëa consciousness, they'll not be saved. The varëäçrama college has to be established immediately. Everywhere, wherever we have got our center, a varëäçrama college should be established to train four divisions: one class, brähmaëa; one class, kñatriya; one class, vaiçya; and one class, çüdra. But everyone will be elevated to the spiritual platform by the spiritual activities which we have prescribed. There is no inconvenience, even for the çüdras.
Passerby: Jayo!
Prabhupäda: Hare Kåñëa.

Bhagavän: Are çüdras supposed to take sannyäsa also?

Prabhupäda: No, why?

Bhagavän: Çüdras...
Prabhupäda: Those who are çüdras, they should not be allowed to take sannyäsa. Only those who are qualified brähmaëas, they'll be allowed to take sannyäsa.
Bhagavän: Kñatriyas used to take sannyäsa too?

Prabhupäda: Kñatriyas... Some of them. Not all.

Guru däsa: Yudhiñöhira Mahäräja?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Guru däsa: Yudhiñöhira Mahäräja.

Prabhupäda: They did not take sannyäsa, but they left home. There is no need of accepting sannyäsa. One has to perform the devotional activities. That is real thing. Simply by changing dress, one does not improve. Unless he takes to the, seriously, principles of devotional service. But in the Kali-yuga, they'll think, "Because I have changed my dress, I have become a big sannyäsé." You see? "Because I have got a sacred thread, now I am a brähmaëa." No. There must be regular training. Hare Kåñëa.

Jagadéça: Çréla Prabhupäda, in a varëäçrama society is...

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Jagadéça: In a varëäçrama society, are most of the citizens çüdras?
Prabhupäda: Eh?

Jagadéça: Are the majority of citizens çüdras? In a varëäçrama society?

Prabhupäda: Yes. The number of çüdras are always bigger. Just like in University education. The, the number of graduates and post-graduates, they're less. Others are big, number bigger.

Bhagavän: The whole idea is that at the end of everyone's life, everyone is required to leave home, perform devotional activities, but not necessarily take sannyäsa.
Prabhupäda: Devotional activities, either he leaves from home or not leaves, that doesn't matter. It must continue from the very beginning. For the management of affairs, we require to divide. Because there are different classes of brain, so those who have very intellectual brain, they should become brähmaëas. Those who are fit for management and protection, they should be trained as kñatriya. And those who are fit for producing food, taking care of the cows, they should be trained as vaiçya. And the balance, they're all çüdras. This is the division. You... Everywhere you'll find this division, natural. One class of men, very intelligent. One class of men, very strong, good brain for management, administration. (aside) Jaya. One class of men, fit for tilling the ground, field, and produce food, take care of the cows. And the balance, çüdra. That's all. 

So in our society, this division should be there.

The most intelligent class of men, they should be engaged in preaching, reading books and instructing, taking care of Deity worship, temple, and another class should be strong managers, that things are going on nicely. Everyone is engaged, not that eating and sleeping. Everyone must be engaged, employed. So, so if one is very much adapted for eating and sleeping, he should be engaged with plows. You see. He must be activity. Otherwise, there must be dysentery, eating and sleeping. He cannot digest. Yes.

So in this way, our society should be managed.

Not that "Give me second initiation, a sacred thread." And after getting it, business finished: "Now I'm liberated. Let me eat and sleep." This should be stopped. We have got fifty bighäs of land, and I have calculated in Mäyäpura, setting aside twenty bighäs for the temple and grazing ground for the cows, thirty bighäs of land. The production should be three hundred mounds of grains. And three hundred mounds of grain, I have calculated. How much you can...?

Bhagavän: Fifteen hundred.

Prabhupäda: No. According to our present calculated, about 180 mounds. So there should be 120 mounds excess of grain. Instead of excess, they want ten thousand rupees for maintenance. This is... 

This management is going on. These things were not discussed in GBC?
So what kind of discussion was there? Simply talking? No practical?
And the estimate of budget was presented for ten thousand rupees per month. And... And when it was scrutinizingly studied, immediately it came down to six thousand. So what kind of budget? So management should be in that way, that nobody is sitting idly. Automatically he'll fall sick. Sickness means idleness. Or excess eating, sleeping. No excess, no less. Yuktähära-vihärasya yogo bhavati duùkha-hä. Yukta. Yukta means actually what you need. (aside:) Hare Kåñëa. 

So everywhere, in each center, 

this system should be introduced,
and there must be practical application of the varëäçrama.
At the same time, 

this program of devotional service.

Then it will go on very nicely.
Hådayänanda: Should devotees be formally designated in a particular occupation?

Prabhupäda: Eh? No. Devotees are devotees. Actually devotees are above this brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra. But for management of material things, we have to divide. Just like in the body there are divisions. There are... Kåñëa. Kåñëa was acting as a kñatriya. In His boyhood, He was acting like a vaiçya. But Kåñëa is neither kñatriya nor, nor brähmaëa. This is the example. He was a cowherd boy. That is business of vaiçya. And when He was fighting in the battlefield, He was a kñatriya. He was marrying as a kñatriya. So although He was acting sometimes as kñatriya, sometimes as vaiçya, but He's neither of these. So devotee is like that. He may act in any position, but He is above all the material conception of life. That is perfection. Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa...

Nitäi: Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Nitäi: What should the kñatriyas be taught?

Prabhupäda: Kñatriyas should be taught that he is manager. He must see that everyone is engaged. And if there is any fight, they must come forward to fight. This is kñatriya's business. There may be fight. Somebody may attack us. Not that chanting, "Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa..." No. They must come forward. "Yes, we are prepared to fight." That is kñatriya.
Tamäla-Kåñëa: Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Eh.

Tamäla-Kåñëa: In our centers we are awarding brähmaëa initiation, second initiation...

Prabhupäda: No, no. Initiation should go on. Even... You do not understand what I have said, that that is for Vaiñëava. A Vaiñëava and Viñëu... Just like Kåñëa is Viñëu, He's not human being, but He was acting like human being, similarly, Vaiñëava is transcendental. But for proper management of the material world, one should be acting like brähmaëa, one should be acting like kñatriya. That is required. Just like actually we are doing so. Some of you are preaching, and some of you are cleansing the temple. It does not mean that a sannyäsé who is preaching, he is better than that man who is cleansing. The... Their position as Vaiñëava is the same. But for the management, one is cleansing, one is seeing the construction, one is going to preach, like that. That should be there. It is not that 

"Because I have taken sannyäsa, therefore I cannot any more do anything."
If need be, he has to act as kñatriya. Or a çüdra. It doesn't matter.

Hådayänanda: Oh.

Prabhupäda: Doesn't matter. But manage, for management, this division must be there. Otherwise it will be mismanagement. Yes. A Vaiñëava coming to the position of doing the work of a çüdra does not mean he has become çüdra. He's Vaiñëava. Try to understand this point. Just like in the stage. If you want to play something, one must be king, one must be queen, one must be..., but neither of them king or queen. That is stage play. Similarly to manage things in the material world we have to... Guëa, karma. Karma there must be. Therefore the karma should be done, executed, according to quality.

Ätreya-åñi: So in our Movement, the leaders must decide how every devotee and every resource is engaged properly.

Prabhupäda: That is leadership. That is leadership. The... Which man is fitted for which work.

Ätreya-åñi: Yes. Utilization of all resources...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Ätreya-åñi: ...including devotees and funds and everything.

Prabhupäda: Then... The first thing is that we should see that everyone is engaged. How he should be engaged, that requires leadership. But the first business is to engage everyone. Nobody should be without engagement. Then it will be idle worse, works... What do you call? Idle brain is devil's workshop. And the devil is käminé-käïcana, woman and money. This is devil. So if you remain idle, then you shall think of devil. So we should see that everyone is engaged properly. Hare Kåñëa. Jaya. (break) 

...instruction in this connection is very important.
Everyone should be trained as Vaiñëava.

At the same time, he should work in different position for management.

So if our men are not prepared-- Tamäla Kåñëa Mahäräja-- for doing the plowing work, then what is the use of purchasing land?

Tamäla Kåñëa: They are not prepared.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Tamäla Kåñëa: They are not prepared.

Prabhupäda: Then? You have to engage laborer and spend two hundred rupees per head at least, including salary and food, and the production is nil. In this way, there must be ten thousand, twenty thousand expenditure. Am I right or not, that "You bring money some way from anywhere, and let us spend lavishly?" What kind of management this is? We should consider the money, after all, is earned with hard labor. So somebody will bring money with hard labor, and another body will spend like irresponsible prince; 

that should be stopped. That is management. (break)

...especially is that the religion means to make a class of men, simply idle... What is? Opiate...? What is called?

Devotees: Opiate of the people.

Prabhupäda: Therefore they are against religion. But actually, if we show that we are producing, we are managing, we are educating, then we can counteract the communist tendency. But they are seeing that, that escaping. They say, "They escape responsibility of worldly life and they're indulging in some religious..." That is the tendency. All... Everywhere the government is complaining like that. Therefore they do not want to increase the number of temples, increase the number of devotees. They do not want. Because they say, "These are a class of idle men. They cannot do anything, and they take to this religious life." That is the tendency. They are feeling like that. But if you show that you are actually doing something ideal, then they will appreciate. Make a small unit of community and show ideal life, not idle life. Ideal life. Then this mis... That... Now in Bombay, they have refused. Because they are under the impression that "They, these Europeans have come here under some sentiment, and what is the use?" They have taken some plea and rejected our... (break) ...is there. As we are making counterpropaganda against mäyä, the mäyä is also very strong. She will also make propaganda against you, very strong. So unless you become very sincere devotee, daivé hy eñä guëamayé mama mäyä duratyayä, then it will not be possible to conquer over mäyä. You'll be succumbed. Hare Kåñëa. (break) ...taranti te, mäm eva ye prapadyante mäyäm etäà taranti te. In India the, the brähmaëa class, they say, "Oh, I am born in brähmaëa family. Why shall I do this work?" You see. Therefore the whole society has gone to hell. In your country still, they accept any kind of work. It doesn't matter. And here, in India, if he happens to be a brähmaëa, he'll not take any kind of work. Means... Just like plowing. He'll not agree. Therefore so much land. The kñatriya is thinking, "I am kñatriya." The brähmaëa is thinking, "I am brähmaëa." And the land is lying fallow. There is no production. He will go to the office and fight with the pen as a kñatriya. And instead of studying Vedas, he'll study the rules and regulations given by the office. But he'll not come to plow. Therefore this scarcity of food. He'll go to a mill to work as ordinary laborer. (Hindi) He'll not come. So much land we see lying unutilized. And they're crying for grain. Why? The same example. I was writing that in New York City, the whole city is full of dirty things, garbage, for want of cleaners, and you go to the Central Park, you'll find so many hippies are lying down idle.

Ätreya-åñi: Unemployment.

Prabhupäda: Unem... Not employment. They'll not work. That means mismanagement. Why they should remain down? Why they should remain without any employment? But the government is not doing that.

Devotee: They do not feel inspired.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Devotee: They do not feel inspired. No one has desire.

Prabhupäda: That, that means mismanagement. You had no desire to take to Kåñëa consciousness, but you have been taken to it by some, some way or other. That is management.

Hådayänanda: Jaya, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: That is management.

Hådayänanda: You are expert manager.

Prabhupäda: A child does not want to go to school, but it is the duty of the parent to send him to the school by some way or other. So that is government's duty, that a man should be employed according to his capacity. There should be no unemployment. That is very dangerous position of the society. Now this unemployment question is very strong all over the world. They'll plan that "This government is not good. That system is not good. He's not good." And he'll do nothing. He'll personally do nothing. Just like the hippies, they criticize everyone, but he'll not do anything. It is all... These descriptions are there in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam. We are going too far? Employed... (break) ...from the government to utilize this land. You see? So much. Everywhere you'll find. Everywhere you'll find. Who was with me in London?

Devotee: Yeah. Last time, last summer?

Prabhupäda: Letchmore Heath.

Devotee: Yeah?

Prabhupäda: So much, lying vacant. They have taken it into consideration that "What is the use of working in the land? Better kill one animal and eat easily." Because he doesn't care for sinful activities. The... "If I can eat the cow, why shall I take so much trouble to till the...?" This is going on, all over the world.
Indian man: Employment means now just to cut the money and not to work. No work.

Prabhupäda: Yes. (break) The same... Employment, even for the woman, the carakä. You see? Gandhi also studied this. There must be... Woman should be engaged for weaving. What is called?

Devotee: Spinning.

Prabhupäda: Spinning, yes. Everyone should be engaged. That is management. So all GBC members must see that in every temple, everyone is engaged.

Brahmänanda: That is the meaning of leadership.

Prabhupäda: That is the meaning of leadership.

Hådayänanda: And that all the devotees are protected.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Hådayänanda: And all the devotees are protected.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Everyone should be engaged. And if everyone is engaged, he'll never fall sick. Yes. (break) ...the farmers, their son, they're giving up the farming business.

Haàsadüta: Going to the city.

Prabhupäda: Going to the city. In your country also?

Ätreya-åñi: Yes, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Or you have nothing to do with farming.

Ätreya-åñi: Excuse me?

Prabhupäda: Your country, there is nothing to do with farming. You have got petrol.

Ätreya-åñi: No. No there is a lot of good land, but they're not developing it.

Devotee: Just selling petrol.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes, if they can get money underground, "Why shall I work?" (end) 
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Prabhupäda: ...technological college. Similarly, this is another college, varëäçrama college.

Satsvarüpa: For the public in general?

Prabhupäda: Eh? Yes. Anyone. Just like engineering college is open for anyone. He must be ready to take up the training. Similarly, this varëäçrama college, he must be ready, the student, must be ready to take up the training.

Hådayänanda: Would it be for a particular age group?

Prabhupäda: Yes, any education, from childhood. Yes. Education means from childhood. Hare Kåñëa. Kaumära äcaret präjïo dharmän bhägavatän iha. The... How... 

We are getting so many sannyäsés, they should teach. Teaching should be done by the sannyäsés.
Just like in missionary school, the fathers teaches.

Hådayänanda: How would it be different than gurukula?
Prabhupäda: Gurukula is only for the small children. Preliminary, primary. And when the children are grown up, they should be sent to the varëäçrama school or college for further developed training.

Hådayänanda: They should... Should they be taught also some... Should there also be teaching in some particular skill or varëa? Such as say...

Prabhupäda: No.

Hådayänanda: Say, for example, someone was a, a kñatriya by inclination, or a...?

Prabhupäda: No, inclination can be changed also. If one has got little ad... But we should take little advantage of the inclination. Not that... That is to be decided by the... Inclination or no inclination, we can... That will be done. That is not very difficult. This is a most important item. Because people have been spoiled all over the world by being misguided by the so-called leaders. Therefore varëäçrama college is required. Hare Kåñëa.

Hådayänanda: And there should... Should there be any material subject matters taught like in gurukula?
Prabhupäda: Yes. Just like material subject matter, kñatriya, or the brähmaëas, kñatriya, as they are described in the Bhagavad-gétä, what are the symptoms of brähmaëa, what is the symptoms of kñatriya. The kñatriyas should be taught how to fight also. There will be military training. There will be training how to kill.

Hådayänanda: Oh.

Prabhupäda: Yes. And vaiçyas should be trained how to give protection to the cows, how to till the field and grow food. Practical.
Nitäi: Not business also?

Prabhupäda: Eh?                                                                                   

Nitäi: The vaiçyas?
Prabhupäda: Business, this rascal business, no.          

Nitäi: No?

Prabhupäda: Business means if you have got extra grains or extra foodstuff, you can sell where there is necessity, there is want. That is business. We are not going to open mills and factories and... No. We are not going to do that. That is çüdra business. The real business is that you produce enough food grains, as much as possible, and you eat and distribute. That's all. This is business. He does not require any so high technical education. Anyone can till the ground and grow food. Is it difficult? This is the business. The first thing is that everyone, man and animal, especially the cows, they must be properly fed so become very stout and strong. Cows will supply milk, and man will work hard, without being suffered by dysentery. He must work hard. Any capacity. Work as a teacher or work as a kñatriya, work as a ploughman. Or work as general assistant. He must work. Everyone should be employed. And his employment will be provided from any of these groups, according to his capacity. Either as a brähmaëa, or as a kñatriya, or as a vaiçya, or as a çüdra.
Hådayänanda: What kind of training is there for a çüdra?
Prabhupäda: Çüdra is general assistant.

Hådayänanda: Oh, just...

Prabhupäda: Order-carrier. He has no intelligence. He doesn't require intelligence. "Do this." That's all.

Satsvarüpa: What would he learn at the school, though?                

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Satsvarüpa: What would his business be at that varëäçrama college?

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is also training, to become obedient. Because people are not obedient. What are these hippies? They are not obedient. So obedience also require training. If you have no intelligence, if you cannot do anything independently, just be obedient to the other, higher three classes. That is çüdra. He must agree to abide by the orders of brähmaëa, kñatriyas, vaiçya. That's all. So that nobody will be unemployed. Everyone should be trained up to sleep six to eight hours and attend meeting, chant, and ärati. And balance--he must work hard. Not that sleeping unlimitedly. There is no limit.

Prabhupäda: That is a... That is the difficulty. All people are being drawn by giving them, I mean to say, attraction for high salary, and they are taking so-called technical education, and all of them working in the factory. Nobody's working on the field. They are çüdras. (break)

The whole western world is going on for industry, for making money, eat, drink, be merry, wine and women. That's... 

They're all less than çüdras and caëòälas.
This is the first time attempt is being made to make them human beings.

Don't mind. I am using very strong words. That is the fact.

Now you be trained up and 

revise
the whole edition of the western civilization, especially in America. 

Then a new chapter will come in.

This is the program.

Therefore varëäçrama school required.
Hådayänanda: So in our varëäçrama college the students that come to our college, they follow the four principles... They follow...

Prabhupäda: Four principles essential. Essential. But only the çüdras or the kñatriyas... Just like kñatriyas, they have to learn how to kill. So practically, they should go to the forest and kill some animal. And if he likes, he can eat also. If he likes, he can eat also.

Hådayänanda: What he kills.

Prabhupäda: Yes. But not from the slaughterhouse. Those who are kñatriyas, they can, they're allowed sometimes to eat meat. It is understood Bhéma, Bhéma also eating sometimes meat. Bhéma. Amongst the Päëòavas, only Bhéma. Not others. So if the kñatriyas, they want to eat meat, they can be allowed on particular occasions. But they must go to the forest and kill the animal. Not that for meat-eating regular slaughterhouses should be maintained. This is all nonsense, degradation. If you want to eat meat, you go to the forest. And the çüdras, they also sometimes eat meat. Or the caëòälas.
Hådayänanda: But never the cow.

Prabhupäda: No. Cow... The çüdras, they can take a goat and sacrifice before the deity, goddess Kälé, and then eat. Nobody should be given unrestricted freedom to eat meat. Or wine. If one is adamant to drink wine, then there is Caëòé-püjä, Durgä-püjä. That means restriction. That means restriction. Under certain condition. Similarly, sex life--marriage. That is also sex life, but under condition.

Prabhupäda: No, no. Varëäçrama college especially meant for the brähmaëa, kñatriya and vaiçya. Those who are not fit for education, they are çüdras. That's all. Or those who are reluctant to take education--çüdra means. That's all. They should assist the higher class.

Prabhupäda: First of all varëa. And äçrama, then, when the varëa is perfectly in order, then äçrama. Äçrama is specially meant for spiritual advancement, and varëa is general division. It must be there in the human society, or they're on the animals. If varëa is not there, then this is a society of animal. And when the varëa is working perfectly, then we give them äçrama. Varëäçrama. That is later on.

Hådayänanda: First they should be taught a skill.

Prabhupäda: Yes. First of all, the whole society must be divided into four varëas. Otherwise, there will be chaotic condition. That is what is the position now. What is he, what he has to do, one does not know. And there are so many unemployment. But if you organize the society into varëas, there will be no question of unemployment.

Prabhupäda: Yes. But our, our position is that we are above varëäçrama. But for management or ideal society, we are introducing this. We, so far we are concerned, Kåñëa conscious men, we are above varëäçrama. But to show the people that we are not escaping, we can take part in any order of life. That is our position. Just like if I brush somebody's shoes, that does not mean I am shoemaker. My position is the same. But to show how to do it... Just like a servant is doing. The master is, "Oh, you cannot do. Just see." Just like I show you sometimes how to mop. So I am not a mopper, but I am showing how to mop. So our position is like that. We do not belong to any varëa and äçrama. But we have to show these rascals. Just like Dhruva Mahäräja…

This is Vaiñëava. He is doing everything, but his aim is to please Kåñëa. Similarly, even if we take to varëäçrama, we do not belong to any... Just like Kåñëa says, mayä såñöam. "I have inaugurated." But Kåñëa has nothing to do with varëäçrama. Similarly, if we act as varëäçrama, still, we have nothing to do with the varëäçrama.
Hådayänanda: Prabhupäda, can you say something about the training for a brähmaëa.
Prabhupäda: Yes. They are satyaà çamaù damaù. He must be truthful, he must control the senses, control the mind... çamo damaù,... He must be tolerant. He should not be agitated in trifle matters. Satyaà çamo damaù çaucam. He must be always clean. Three times he must take bath at least. All the clothing, all, everything is clean. This is brahminical training. And then he must know all what is what, knowledge, and practical application, and firm faith in Kåñëa. This is brähmaëa.
Hådayänanda: So what kind of practical work could we engage them in?

Prabhupäda: They'll be teaching. They'll be all teachers.

Hådayänanda: Oh, they'll be teachers.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Just like Droëäcärya. He was brähmaëa, but he was teaching military art to the Päëòavas. General teacher class will be the brähmaëas. It doesn't matter what he's teaching. But teaching, perfectly teaching, how to become a military man. Arjuna's fighting was due to Droëäcärya. He learned it from Droëäcärya. He was a brähmaëa. But because he took the position of a teacher, he taught very perfectly. A brähmaëa should be expert in every kind of knowledge. If requires, he'll become teacher. This is brähmaëa.
Hådayänanda: So brähmaëa can teach how to fight?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Brähmaëa means intelligent, brain. So in intelligent brain one can learn anything and teach anything.

Satsvarüpa: This is very new. It seems there'll be many difficulties. So we should try to start this school.

Prabhupäda: What is the difficulty? If I teach you how to cook, is it very difficult?

Satsvarüpa: Yes, we have to... No, we have to learn, though.

Prabhupäda: Then similarly, like that. Like that. I am doing that. I am teaching how to mop the floor.

Satsvarüpa: Then it becomes easy.

Prabhupäda: But I must know everything because I am a teacher.

Hådayänanda: So, for example, if I become a teacher at varëäçrama, say, the first teacher at the varëäçrama college, then I have to also become expert at how to fight, how to...

Prabhupäda: Not all of you, but some of you must be, must learn the art of fighting also. But in a practical you are not going to fight. If required, you can fight. I say that we are above all these varëäçrama, but we must train others or ourself also (Ed see Ultimatum“You learn and do it”) for material activities, everything, under these divisions.

Viñëujana: For example, in New Vrindaban we have brähmaëas that are very expert at tilling the soil and taking care of cows.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Viñëujana: And they could travel around and teach others how to do that as well.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That's right. He is brähmaëa, but he's teaching how to take care of the cows and ploughing.
Hådayänanda: It's not that one teacher has to teach everything.

Prabhupäda: No, no.

Hådayänanda: Oh, I see. So a brähmaëa teacher should become expert in a particular subject and then teach that.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hådayänanda: Oh. It's very exciting, Prabhupäda, because all the, at the present time in the...

Prabhupäda: No, the thing is that actually, at the present moment, they are çüdras or less than çüdras. They are not human beings. The whole population of the world. It doesn't matter whether it is western or eastern. That is the position. So unless they are trained up, so the society's already in chaos, and it will go on still more in chaos, chaos. It will be hell. How people will live? And these rascals are being elected as government men, and they're only making budget how to tax. So one side, there is no rain; one side, there is no rice, especially in India; and one side, heavy tax. So they'll be all confused. They have already become confused. So in the confusion state it will be very difficult to make them Kåñëa conscious. Therefore preliminary help should be given.

Viñëujana: Preliminary.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That they should not be in chaos and confusion. Otherwise, how the brain will work?

Viñëujana: Yes. No one can give rapt attention without peace of mind.

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes. Our main aim is how to give them Kåñëa consciousness. But if they are already disturbed in every respect, then how they'll take it? Therefore we are taking these subjects, to help him to come to the Kåñëa consciousness. 

And this is the method--varëäçrama.
Hådayänanda: So just to clarify, Prabhupäda, I want to make sure I have it very clear, that if someone comes to our varëäçrama college, even though this may be preliminary help, in general--you've made some exceptions--but in general, when they come to our college, they have to follow the four regulative principles, also learn something about Bhagavad-gétä and then, side by side, they learn a...

Prabhupäda: Four regulative principles compulsory.
Hådayänanda: Yes.

Prabhupäda: But if some of the kñatriya or the çüdras, they want, so that is our prescription: "Go to the forest and kill some animal and eat that." That's all. You can kill one boar. Some disturbing elements, you can kill. You can kill some tiger. Like that. Learn to kill. No nonviolence. Learn to kill… [  ]
Viñëujana: So we should perpetuate this technical skill of...

Prabhupäda: No. We are not going to... But if somebody's interested doing, so we take it, make the best use of it.
Viñëujana: Oh, I see.

Prabhupäda: Just like we do not want money. But they are having money by so many ways. So we take their money and construct a temple. We can sit down here and chant Hare Kåñëa. We don't require that temple. But these rascals are accumulating money for wine and women. Take their money, some way or other, and builds a temple. And invite them, "Come and see." Give them prasädam. This is our policy. We are not constructing big, big buildings and temples for our convenience. For their convenience. This is sannyäsé.
Viñëujana: So there should always be programs in the temples for their welfare, not...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Viñëujana: ...that we live there and...

Prabhupäda: No. But we are taking it, "Now we have got very nice house, room. Let us sleep and eat."

Viñëujana: Then there'll be wide criticism.

Prabhupäda: That is... This is not good.

Hådayänanda: Prabhupäda...

Prabhupäda: You should remain always sannyäsé within. Outwardly, for others' convenience, you may do something. Similarly, we are accepting this varëäçrama. We are not varëäçrama; we are above varëäçrama. But to give others facility to come to the stage of Kåñëa consciousness, this program must be done.

Hådayänanda: Prabhupäda, generally in colleges in the West, they charge some fee for going to the college. What is our position?

Prabhupäda: No, we don't charge any fee. There is no question of money. Because the brähmaëas, they'll teach free. They require money because they have to give fat salary to these rascals. But we haven't got to. And even we have to feed them, we produce our own grain. So where is the question of taking money? 

So therefore it is required, somebody must produce food.

Then there is no necessity of money.

Hådayänanda: The vaiçya students will produce the food.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Satsvarüpa: Should our children who are at gurukula, when they grow up, should they go to that varëäçrama college, or...?

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes. They should go.

Hådayänanda: We'll start it right away.

Prabhupäda: Varëäçrama college means for grown-up students. College means for grown-up students.

Hådayänanda: Is there a minimum age for beginning such a college?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Ten to twelve years.

Hådayänanda: They can start at ten to twelve?

Prabhupäda: Yes. From five to ten years, gurukula. And after ten years, they should go to the varëäçrama college.

Viñëujana: New Vrindaban would be an ideal place in America for such a school.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Organize that…We have got so many duties to do. Don't waste time, a single moment. And don't eat more and don't sleep more. Then you'll be able to work.
Viñëujana: This is the most auspicious work for now, is this remedial measure to stop the chaos in the world?

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Viñëujana: That's most auspicious.

Prabhupäda: Most auspicious. Because if the people are in chaos, how they'll be able to accept the great philosophy? It requires cool brain.

Viñëujana: For example, in my program...

Prabhupäda: Budhaù. Budhaù. Eh? Yes?

Viñëujana: My program now is I have ten brahmacärés in buses, and everything and we're distributing books. But if the people are in chaos, how they will be able to accept the knowledge in the books?

Prabhupäda: No, not all of them are in chaos. There are some of them. Some of them. Not that all of them. Hare Kåñëa (break) 

Hådayänanda: So all the other programs should be continued, and this program should be added.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Parivräjakäcärya: Would the...? The persons who would take part in such program, they would have to be devotees in the first place. Is that...?

Prabhupäda: Devotees is... I have already explained. We are all devotees. Past condition, we are all devotees. We are not, we do not belong to this varëäçrama. I have already told you. Suppose I am mopping. So that does not mean I am mopper. But I am teaching how to mop. This is our position.

Parivräjakäcärya: So the students, also, they must all be devotees.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Devotees are... That is our life and soul.

Satsvarüpa: And the idea is that after they've finished their schooling, they would take part in ISKCON, preaching in some way as vaiçya or...

Prabhupäda: Yes. This preaching is also required, to make the groundwork. Because nobody's taking care. Just like some of the devotees, great devotees, they took the profession of becoming thief. They, in South India, it was done so. They took the profession of becoming thief. So a devotee is a thief? But he took. They took it. Because nobody was paying. So they organized a plundering party. "Plunder all these big men." Just like the politicians do. There is history. Yes. So even up to the point to become a thief, devotees took it. Yes. And the gopés, even up to the point of becoming prostitute—for Kåñëa. 

So for Kåñëa's sake we have to accept any nonsense type of business. 

Or on the highest grade. Anything. But for Kåñëa we have to do that.

Hådayänanda: So, Prabhupäda, in our temples, we have so many devotees. Should the devotees...?
Prabhupäda: They should be engaged.

Hådayänanda: Should they be trained in a particular...?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Those who are not able to preach or to do other things, they must go to the plough department, agriculture. (Ed see Ultimatum: scroll to “You learn and do it”)
Hådayänanda: Those who cannot preach.

Prabhupada: Yes. Those who are less educated, not very much expert in preaching, they must be acting as kñatriya or vaiçya, or as çüdra. (Ed. see above “This preaching is also required.”)
Hådayänanda: And sometimes...

Prabhupäda: Not he's çüdra. Always remember that. But he has to act to fulfill the, fill up the gap. Proxy.

Hådayänanda: So we should encourage people, young people, young students to come to our college.

Prabhupäda: They'll automatically come if you are ideal. Because they are being forced to poverty. So when there is a question of poverty, they'll come.

Hådayänanda: Room and board and training.

Prabhupäda: Yes. This poverty. Why there is poverty? Because they are not producing food. Everyone wants so-called comfortable life. So-called education. Sitting idle in the table and chair, and talking all gossips, nonsense, and sleeping. They have been trained up in this way, çüdra.
Hådayänanda: So they should be trained to rise early and so on.

Prabhupäda: Yes. No, if you keep healthy, then you will naturally rise healthy, er rise early in the morning.
...example that they have started that United Nations. What they have done actually? United Nations. Eh?

Hådayänanda: Nothing.

Prabhupäda: Have they done anything progressive?

Hådayänanda: No.

Prabhupäda: So? Big, big advertising, "United Nations." All nations, you... Because all the cats and dogs united. What they can do? If the all the world's cats and dogs meet together to make a formula, will they be able? (laughter) So actually, this is the proof. They're all cats and dogs. What do they know how to unite, how to live in peace. They do not know even. Because they're animal, cats and dogs. This is the proof. Just study this institution. What they have done? Am I right or wrong?

Hådayänanda: Right.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So study this institution.

Viñëujana: Thirty years now.

Prabhupäda: Eh? Thirty years they are struggling for United Nations, big, big expenditure, so many humbug, bharam udvahato vimüòhän, humbug program, and no result. Prahläda Mahäräja said, "I am thinking, I am, only for these rascals. They're making humbug program, but there is no action. And for temporary, so-called happiness, without God consciousness. I am simply thinking of them. Otherwise, personally, I have no problem." This was spoken by Prahläda Mahäräja to Nåsiàhadeva. Çoce tato vimukha-cetasa mäyä-sukhäya bharam udvahato vimüòhän. (break) ...business has become like Prahläda Mahäräja. We can chant anywhere. That's all right. Kåñëa will provide everything. We have no business to do. But we have to take them because we are sympathizer, that so many people are being killed by this modern civilization. They had the opportunity to become Kåñëa conscious, but 

by the set-up of this rascal civilization, they are being killed spiritually. Therefore we have to take it.
(break) ...devotee, personally, he has no problem, but he pushes himself in this degraded society to teach them how to live, how to become gentlemen. Therefore... Otherwise, we have no business. But if we don't give them the opportunity, they'll not be able to come to Kåñëa consciousness. (break) ...it will be good for you because Kåñëa will see, "Oh, here is My devotee. He's doing so much for me." Your service will be recognized by Kåñëa. Don't think that because you are teaching a çüdra how to work like this, you have become a çüdra. You are not çüdras, any circumstances. Even though you teach to a çüdra how to work like a çüdra. (break) ...stand. 

Don't misunderstand. Clearly understand what is the purpose. Is there doubt? 

Or it is clear?

Satsvarüpa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Viñëujana: One good example in New Vrindaban, they're actually doing that. They're training kñatriyas, they're training...

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes, yes. That was the very beginning...

Viñëujana: ...vaiçyas...
Prabhupäda: I started the New Vrindaban scheme   on this formula.
Prabhupäda: Yes. All fights should be decided by the board. That's nice. And it will be accepted even by the court. Here, in India, there is such system. A board of five, ten men in the village, if there is some fight between two parties, whatever the board will decide that will be accepted in the court. Païcäyeta. It is called païcäyeta system. (break) ...tion. You join. There will be no scarcity. This will engage people. Some are, some of them will be engaged to produce food. Where is the question of scarcity? There is food, there is milk. Eat and drink and be human beings.
Morning Walk                                     April 2, 1974, Bombay

As soon as the kñatriyas were negligent, immediately the brähmaëas should take step. That was the system. (break) ...offer advice to the kñatriyas according to çästra, and kñatriyas would execute, and the vaiçyas would care for supply. And the çüdras, serving everyone. That's all. This is the system.

Morning Walk                                     April 10, 1974, Bombay

...purify the body by taking bath, similarly, the wealth is purified by the charity process, giving it to the brähmaëas and Vaiñëavas. Just like Rüpa Gosvämé. He accumulated much wealth. He brought in a big boat, all gold coins. So... So he distributed fifty percent to the brähmaëa and Vaiñëava and twenty-five percent he gave to the relatives, and twenty-five percent he kept for his personal emergency. This is example shown by Rüpa Gosvämé. (break) Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam. So where is that vaiçya, giving protection to the cows? Although they were village men, they were very rich. That is the old Vedic civilization.
...stopped to become real brähmaëa and give instruction to the society, and they also stopped giving charity to the brähmaëas. So therefore the society is so fallen. There is no instruction from the brähmaëas and no charity from the kñatriya and vaiçya.
Morning Walk                                      April 12, 1974, Bombay

Giriräja: "...violent and they never claimed any false prestige. They were all bona fide brähmaëas, and there was no reason to think that their blessings would be useless."

Prabhupäda: (break) ...social divisions. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù. The other varëas, they would give simply to the brähmaëas charity. And the brähmaëas were so advanced that simply by their blessing, they will get all benefit. So there must be a class of men who can actually benefit simply by blessing and the society must maintain them. This is real society. And everyone is çüdra, engaged in technology--then what benefit you will get? Kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. There must be a brahminical class, a kñatriya class, a vaiçya class, a çüdra class. Not that all çüdras. Then what will be going on? That is the condition. Everyone is being educated as çüdra. Then what benefit you will get? That is the defect. Hare Kåñëa. (break) Therefore there must be a brahminical class.

Indian Man (2): Selfless class.

Prabhupäda: Ah. Advanced in knowledge, who can teach other people nicely. And they can guide. There must be. That brähmaëa means spiritual guidance, kñatriya means material guidance. So these things are necessity. But where are those brähmaëas and kñatriyas? They are training everyone çüdra. Work hard like hogs and dogs and fill up your hungry belly. That's all. This is the modern civilization.
Morning Walk at Villa Borghese                                                             May 25, 1974, Rome 

Our philosophy is 

that you produce your food anywhere.
You stay, and keep cows, take milk, produce vegetables, food grains, 

and chant Hare Kåñëa.

That's all.

This is our philosophy...
Make your life successful. By becoming Kåñëa conscious, you become free from all these troubles of material condition. This is our education. Don't be after these motorcars, television, and all nonsense things, sporting, wine, women. Don't be after these...

Simply eat sufficiently, keep your health nicely, chant Hare Kåñëa, realize Kåñëa, and go back to home. 

This is our philosophy.

Morning Walk                                                                                         May 27, 1974, Rome

Bhagavän: But my question is, if the community produces... Some class of men produce vegetables and grains, some class produce cows, some class produce clothes, some class produce necessities for building. How are these things distributed equally?

Prabhupäda: Because we are community, we shall distribute whatever necessity for everyone.

Bhagavän: They will come and say, "I need this much cloth, I need this much milk."

Prabhupäda: No, this much cloth... But if you become Kåñëa conscious, then you will be satisfied with the minimum necessities of life. That is natural. You won't demand.

Yogeçvara: So actually such a program can only be successful proportionately with the rise of Kåñëa consciousness of the people.
Prabhupäda: Yes. That is the main basic principle. Without being Kåñëa conscious, if you arrange like this, that will never be successful.

Yogeçvara: They won't be satisfied.

Prabhupäda: No.

Bhagavän: The kñatriyas make sure that people are correct, acting correctly, that no one is taking more than what they need?

Prabhupäda: Naturally he will do. If you make him Kåñëa conscious, if he attends the Kåñëa conscious program, naturally he will do. Svämin kåtärtho 'smi. That is the progress of Kåñëa consciousness. He will be satisfied in any condition of life. That is progress of Kåñëa consciousness. He doesn't require anything artificially. His main necessity is how to become Kåñëa conscious. So if his attention is diverted in that way, these things will be not important.

New Vrindaban, June 9, 1969        Meeting With Devotees 

They were discharging their duties, and if sometimes they still could not finish the chanting, they would forego their eating and sleeping. Eating and sleeping, say, seven to nine hours. Then we have to sacrifice our sleeping and eating.

Paramänanda: But the Gosvämés, they didn’t swing axes all day, did they?

Prabhupäda: Yes. (chuckles)

Paramänanda: They didn’t do hard physical work.

Prabhupäda: No, they were writing books. So they were writing. You have to manage. You see? How can I suggest, “You can do this, you can do this”? Everyone has to do. Just like I do my work according to my own routine, you see. Similarly, one has to… But if sometimes, by chance, you do not get any time for reading Bhagavad-gétä, that does not harm very much because you are already engaged in Bhagavad-gétä. Any duty here in New Vrindaban… Just like Kåñëa was inducing Arjuna to fight. That fighting was also within the program of this devotional service. Similarly, anything working within this New Vrindaban, that is also counted reading Bhagavad-gétä. So in some day if you don’t find, read Bhagavad-gétä, but 

that chanting must be finished. 

That is very essential.

Hayagréva: Can one chant when working?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Why not? Chanting is the basic standing of our life.

Kértanänanda: I think here, as I look at it, we’re spending about five hours a day in ärati and kértana, which, I think, is really good because I think that is the heart of Våndävana.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is the life of Våndävana.

Kértanänanda: So I don’t want to sacrifice that for anything.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That must be…

Kértanänanda: That must be there. That’s the heart.

Prabhupäda: You can forego even reading Bhagavad-gétä, 

but that must be continued.

Room Conversation with Banker            September 21, 1973, Bombay

Prabhupäda: (Prabhupäda laughs) So you have been accustomed to this kick out. Yes, actually, that is the position. We have been accustomed in the kicking out of mäyä. mäyä rati kaya. (?) There is a..., in Caitanya-caritämåta, that we are being kicked out by mäyä like football. From that side it is kicked. I come this side, and from this side, I am kicked. I am going that side. That's all. This is our happiness.

Guru däsa: But the question was if one is knowingly going to be kicked out.

Prabhupäda: No, knowingly, no sane man will go. But because he is ignorant, he is making plan to be happy, and one day it comes, "Kick out! Go out!" That is ignorance. Therefore çüdra. Therefore our perfection of life should be, that is recommended in the çästra, brahma-saukhyam anantam. You should aspire of happiness which is unlimited. You will never be kicked out from that happiness. That is the idea. Tapo divyaà putrakä yena çuddhyed sattvaà yasmäd brahma-saukhyam anantam [SB 5.5.1]. This is the instruction. You must try for a place where you get eternal life, eternal bliss, eternal knowledge. That is perfection.

Banker: In order to seek that, you have established a routine in your life so that you do not waste time thinking about the mundane.

Prabhupäda: There is education, proper... This is education, this Kåñëa consciousness.

Banker: Well, you could say the same for the lower group people who work one third of their life in business, spend one third in sleep, and spend one third in whatever else they want to do. That is also a routine.

Prabhupäda: What is that? I do not follow.

Banker: My point is that the average person lives a very similar type of routine even if... Those who do not take business as an end in itself spend one-third of their life doing that. They spend one third of their life sleeping and they spend one third doing what they want to do.

Prabhupäda: Why one third? They are sleeping more than half.

Banker: Seeking what you call happiness. Just as in your life you get up at three o'clock, you do a certain thing at that time, go around on a schedule, so you don't have to think about the mundane, and you seek the eternal happiness.

Prabhupäda: Therefore I have already explained. There must be a class of men like me. They are called brähmaëa. They should help others. One who cannot rise so early, they will help him by his knowledge. He, the man who cannot rise early in the morning and cannot take the brahminical principle, çüdra, kñatriya, vaiçya, he should be helped with the knowledge acquired by the brähmaëa. Just like the same example. The leg. Leg is not brain. The brain will give direction to the leg, "You go this side." Then it is perfect. The leg has no brain, but the brain is there. If he takes the advice of the brain and goes... Just like... It is called the logic of blind and lame. There is a lame man and there is a blind man. The lame man cannot walk, and the blind man cannot see. They should join. The blind man took the lame man on his shoulder, and the lame man giving direction, and the blind man is going nicely. So by the cooperation of the blind and the lame, the work is done perfectly. Andha-kaïjatä-nyäya. Similarly, it is not required that everyone has to become brähmaëa. Neither it is possible. So if the brähmaëa and the çüdra combine together, work, then both their lives will be perfect. Here you cannot expect everyone as brähmaëa, in this material world. That is not possible. Because in the material world three qualities are working. So one may be brähmaëa, another may be kñatriya, another may be vaiçya, another may... So they should cooperate. Then everyone's life will be perfect. That is the program. That is cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. So the Kåñëa consciousness movement means we are creating brähmaëas. So others, (Ed: in this case non devotees) they should cooperate. Then their life will be also perfect. Just like these people are preaching that "You chant Hare Kåñëa mantra and refrain from sinful activities." So if people take advice from these men, simple thing... Chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra is not difficult. Anyone can chant Hare Kåñëa. And no illicit sex life. No... Even one cannot follow these restrictions, if he chants, he will be benefited. But if he chants and follows these restrictive rules, then he will be perfect in this life. And that is not difficulty. Suppose if I do not eat meat. We are not eating meat. We are not dying. We are eating so many nice things, prepared from vegetables, grains, milk. So that is not very important thing, that one has to eat meat and commit sinful life. So anyone can avoid it. They are not smoking, they are not drinking, they are not dying. So without smoking or without drinking, nobody will die. There are many things. No illicit sex. Why illicit sex? You are human being. You should have taken a woman as married wife and live peacefully. Why illicit sex? So still, if he cannot follow the four rules and regulations, 
if he agrees to chant only, then all other good qualities will come. And if these things are combined together refraining from sinful activities and chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra—he is sure to become perfect in this life (and) go back to home, back to Godhead. That's all. Because without being purified, you cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpam [Bg. 7.28]. One who is freed from all sinful activities, he can be allowed to enter into the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God means the place for the pure, not for the impure. And impurity means sinful activities. So therefore Kåñëa says, "You surrender unto Me. I give you protection from impure," because... Ahaà tväà sarva-päpebhyaù. Because by impure life, they have committed so many sinful activities. But not that I surrender to Kåñëa and I continue my impure life. Kåñëa can forgive you, whatever impurities are there, "All right, squared up. Don't do it." Ara nare baba. (?) Jagäi and Mädhäi. Jagäi and Mädhäi said, "No sir, no more this life. Yes, I accept." Caitanya Mahäprabhu immediately accepted. Not that that confession system, go to the church-conference on Sunday and again come back, on Monday begin again sinful activities, and again go to church on Sunday and confess and nullify it. Not like that. When you deny that "I shall not do it," don't do it again. Then your life is perfect. Ara nare baba.(?) (end)

Morning Walk                                         April 20, 1974, Hyderabad                                                          
Prabhupäda: Any engagement, any engagement for Kåñëa, he is Vaiñëava. If he is under the guidance of his spiritual master and doing the business according to the direction, he is Vaiñëava. He is above all these.

Païcadraviòa: A çüdra, if he is working, he cannot take brähmaëa initiation, but he can take hari-näma, is that it?

Prabhupäda: Just like sometimes our men, my devotee, they wash the cupboard. Does it mean he is a methar(?)? No. He can go to the Deity room also. He is not a methar(?) or sweeper. But sometimes we do that. So devotee is above all these consideration. But because there is management, they should appear as brähmaëa, as çüdra, as kñatriya, like that. 

sa guëän samatétyaitä brahma-bhüyäya kalpate
mäà ca vyabhicariëi bhakti-yogena yaù sevate
A devotee, because he is working as a çüdra, he is not a çüdra; neither he is a brähmaëa. He is already in the spiritual platform. But for management we have to do that. One can do the çüdra's work nicely--let him be engaged in that way. Why he should imitate?

Mahäàsa: Does he get second initiation?

Prabhupäda: Everything he will get.            

Mahäàsa: He gets.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Second initiation means recognized: "Now he has become fully competent Vaiñëava." Just like master is teaching the servant, "Now you give massage in this way, this way." But that does not mean he has become servant.

Païcadraviòa: What if the person working as çüdra says, "I can do so much. I can...,"

Prabhupäda: First of all, try to understand. A devotee is neither brähmaëa nor çüdra. He may act like a çüdra, but he is not çüdra. He may act like a brähmaëa; he is not brähmaëa. He is Vaiñëava. Just like gopés. The gopés, they are village cowherds women. They are, according to social construction, they are not very high class. They did not belong to the brähmaëa class. But their worship, method of worship, has been taken the highest. Ramyä käcid upäsanä vrajavadhü-vargeëa. They were village girls, and practically their character was also not good. Because at dead of night they are going to Kåñëa. But why they have been taken as the most topmost devotee of Kåñëa? Because the love was so high class. It is the test, how much one has learned to love Kåñëa. That is wanted. Apparently he may appear as a brähmaëa, a çüdra or vaiçya. It doesn't matter. It doesn't matter. The only business is to see: sa vai puàsäà paro dharmo yato bhaktir adho... Aiye. Hare Kåñëa. Jaya. That is wanted.

Païcadraviòa: What if the person cannot chant sixteen rounds a day. He says, "I can't..."

Prabhupäda: Then he is not even a human being. He is a rascal. That's all. He is not a human being. What to consider of talking...? 
Don't talk about him if he cannot chant sixteen rounds. He is not even a human. He is animal. (break)

Païcadraviòa: ...even he may be employed as factory worker or something.

Prabhupäda: Well, if you take factory workers are better than animals, that is another thing.

Nitäi: One point that you made a few years ago in Våndävana was that this demoniac civilization, especially in U.S.A., keeps a man so much engaged, they make them work so hard, just to earn the simple necessities of life, that they don't have time to cultivate spiritual life.

Prabhupäda: Well, if he likes, he can get time because he is not in the factory twenty-four hours. But if one... That is explained, apratihatä. Kåñëa consciousness cannot be checked by any material condition. If anyone wants to become Kåñëa conscious, it is not checked. So there is nothing impediment, provided he wants to become. In any condition of life, sthane sthitaù, if he simply hears about Kåñëa then everything is all right. He will gradually catch up everything and adjust things. But if he has no ears to hear about Kåñëa, then it is difficult. Therefore çravaëam. The first thing is that. The first qualification--he must be eager to hear about Kåñëa. Then everything will come. Çravaëaà kértanaà viñëoù smaraëam päda-sevanam, arcanaà vandanaà däsyam. (break)

Païcadraviòa: ...such devotees that they do service, they may be very big, they attract so many people, they are successful, kértana and everything, but we know they are not chanting japa. What can we do in that situation? Are we...

Prabhupäda: Situation, he is doing some service. He is doing some service.

Païcadraviòa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: So because on account of that service, if he could not, that can be excused. But not that practice should be taken as permanent business. The regulation is that if you cannot finish your chanting that day, then next day you should forget sleeping and eating and must finish it.

Païcadraviòa: Some persons we encounter they don't even chant at all, and yet we are in association with them, and they are...

Prabhupäda: No, if you miss on account of busy-ness, then next day you must finish it. You should not go to sleep. You should not... Yes, that day you should forget all other business. First of all compensate this.

Satsvarüpa: Some devotees have it as a chronic condition, though.

Prabhupäda: Then he is animal.
Satsvarüpa: But still, he's doing lots of good devotional service.

Païcadraviòa: He may even be manager.

Prabhupäda: Then they will get some chance later on. What is that devotee, if you do not follow the regulative principles? The business is that if one day you cannot, but finish. The next day you must finish. Now, for eating, he is very eager, and for sleeping, he is very eager, and for finishing chanting, he has no eagerness. Then he is animal. It is simply an excuse. Yesterday you had no time? You were very busy? All right. Today you forget your sleeping and eating. Finish it. That is wanted. (break) And only for chanting, you have no time. This is not allowed. This is not allowed. This is cheating, that "I am so busy."

Païcadraviòa: Most of these devotees in Hyderabad, they are chanting twenty-five rounds a day or more.

Prabhupäda: That's all right. If you can chant more, that is good. (break)

Païcadraviòa: ...must associate with them, that is difficult.

Prabhupäda: But you do your business. You don't follow them. That's all. You remain perfect. There are many imperfects, admitting, but you try to remain perfect so that they may see you, your behavior, and they may follow you. If everyone is sincere in his activity, then where is the question? The society means if I am defective, I am seeing that you are doing nicely, so I will be ashamed. That is also teaching. Actually that should be the practice. If I cannot finish my sixteen rounds due to some business, then next day I must finish it. If you say that "Next day also, I am busy," then you should forego your eating and sleeping and finish it. That is the way. You are so busy, but you do not forget your eating and sleeping. That is cheating. If you are so busy that you forget your eating and sleeping, then I can consider that you are very busy. But you do not forget this portion. "Whenever there is opportunity, I sleep and eat. And I have no time for chanting"--this is cheating. How long you can go on by cheating? You must finish it. Hare Kåñëa. Somebody, after initiation he promises, "Yes, I shall follow these rules and regulations. I shall chant sixteen rounds," before the fire, before the Deity, before the guru, and if he does not follow, then he is a cheater. What to speak of his becoming a Vaiñëava, he is a cheater. He breaks all his promises. Therefore after seeing, observing a person is doing everything, then say second initiation, or then he should not be recommended for second initiation unless the president and the other authorities see that he is doing nicely, he is following. Otherwise he should not be recommended. If he is recommended, that is also another cheating. If you know that this person is not following the rules and regulation, then why should you recommend him? Then it is another cheating. Viddhi-bhakti must be followed; otherwise it becomes sahajiyä. 
Room Conversation                                     October 5, 1975, Mauritius

So literature is there. But one thing is that you must be placed in sadäcära, well behaved. So you have to sacrifice, especially your long hair. And if you sacrifice your hair, we can export it and get some money. (laughter) Because in Western countries they want these hairs to make wigs. Yes. So just... (Hindi) As they have been trained up to rise early in the morning, this will give you spiritual strength. If you simply becomes a gramophone speaker, then it will not be effective. Gramophone or tape record speaker, that will not be. You must be live speaker. Your living condition should be spiritually, what is called, surcharged. So that means you must be trained up how to rise early in the morning, take your bath, cleanse yourself, chant Hare Kåñëa mantra. Then you will be spiritually strong. When you are spiritually strong, if you speak something on spiritual subject matter, then it will be effective. Otherwise it will be just like tape record playing. So this is required. And you should... You are asking something?

Guest (1): No.

Prabhupäda: And gradually, when you are well behaving, then you shall be initiated to chant Hare Kåñëa mantra. That will give you strength, spiritual power. Strictly observe the regulative principles—no illicit sex, no meat-eating, no intoxication, no gambling. It is very simple. Read these literatures, chant Hare Kåñëa mantra, and observe these regulations. Then you will become gradually powerful. Your speeches will be effective. People will like you.

Guest (2) (Indian man): Now the program in the village, Swamijé, how to...

Prabhupäda: Village... Just like you acquire some land. That you will get. It is not very... Is it difficult?

Guest (2): No, sir.

Prabhupäda: Just we are doing so many places. So you produce your own food grains, not for making money but just for feeding yourself and the animals, cows. Keep cows, as many cows as possible, and produce, till the ground, field, and make water supply arrangement. If the investment is required, we shall do that. You have no worry about investment. We shall bring money from anywhere. But the work must be done very nicely. There must be good arrangement for water supply and for plowing and keeping the cows in order. Then you get sufficient milk, sufficient food grains and produce your own cloth. The girls and ladies, they can spine (spin) thread, and from the thread you make cloth, handlooms. So your first necessities of life, eating, and make little cottage, sleeping... And if you want sex, get yourself married, live peacefully. And when you are there you can defend yourself. So the first necessity is how to eat and how to cover. That you have to provide. That is not difficult. You can do it. 

And then you become peaceful, no anxiety for your maintenance.

And then cultivate this spiritual knowledge the same way.

Have a temple there. Have... Go on chanting, offering prasädam.

You have got your food grains.

Don't be dependent on anyone else. Become self-independent.

And don't be after money. Simply produce your bare necessities of life.

Keep yourself fit, strong. And chant Hare Kåñëa, read book. Then you'll grow strong.

Is there any difficulty?

Guest (1): No, Swamijé.

Guest (2): To bring more people in our movement...

Prabhupäda: They should be trained up, more people. Just like I went alone in Europe and America. So I have trained them. So it will depend on your training power, the more people will be attracted. If you advertise, "Come here," and if you have no power to attract them, then it will not be... You must be attractive to bring them. And that is spiritual attraction. You must behave yourself nicely. Then people will come. If you become purified, then naturally they will come. Just like if you prepare nice preparation with pure ghee, customers will be naturally attracted and they will pay and purchase. And if you prepare rubbish thing, one man may be cheated, but that will not be attraction for the general. Purity is required. That will attract. Paraà brahma paraà dhäma pavitraà paramaà bhavän [Bg. 10.12]. One must be pure. Then he will be able to attract. So if they see practically that "These people are very happy; they have no anxiety," then they will be attracted. Is it not? What is the difficulty? But if you want brothel and night dancing and wine and meat-eating, then it is spoiled. It becomes impure. To become pure is not at all difficult. Rather, to become impure, it is difficult. But people, with all difficulties, they are becoming impure. Otherwise the idea which I am giving, you can start anywhere, anywhere, any part of the world. It doesn't matter. 

Locally you produce your own food. You get your own cloth. Have sufficient milk, vegetables.

Then what you want more?

And chant Hare Kåñëa. This is Vedic civilization: plain living, high thinking.
And poor thinking, poor in thought, poor in behavior, and living with motorcar and this, that, nonsense. It is all nonsense civilization. A first-class Rolls Royce car, and who is sitting there? A third-class …. This is going on. You'll find these things in Europe and America. This is going on. A first-class car and a third-class …. That's all. Is it not?

Guest (3) (Indian man): Car is a necessity, Swamijé, don't you think so? Car is a necessity.

Prabhupäda: Not necessary. What is the use of car? If you locate yourself to get everything, your necessity, then where is the use of car? If you require car, you have a bullock cart. That's all. Why should you hanker after petrol, mobile (Mobil?) oil, machine, this, that, so many things. Why?
Guest (3): Yes, but don't you think that it would be impossible for you to come mostly?

Prabhupäda: No, no. So long it is not available, we must take the best advantage. That is another thing. 

But gradually we shall develop a society

that all these unnecessary rubbish things should be rejected.

That is the idea.
Or those who are interested, let them manufacture car; we take advantage. We don't bother ourself how to manufacture car. Ajägara-våtti. Ajägara-våtti, the idea is... Ajägara means the snake. So a mouse makes a hole in the field to live very peacefully. So, and he enters the hole, and a snake gets the information and he comes, enters the hole. He eats the snake... The snake eats the mouse and lives peacefully. So let this rascal manufacture motorcar. When we require, we take from them and ride away. We are not going to manufacture. There will be some rascals. Let them do that, mouse. We enter as snake. (laughter) That's all. We are doing that. We are doing that. I did not manufacture this house, but somebody, some mouse, has done. (laughter) And we have entered it, that's all. That's all. This is going on all over the world. You know George Harrison? He has earned money with so great hard labor, and he has given us a house in London, fifty-five lakhs' worth. Another boy, Alfred Ford, he's the great grandson of Mr. Henry Ford. He has given. He is giving still money. He is prepared with all his money. So those who are after money, material things, we have to induce them that "Spend for me," that's all, and let him earn. So far we are concerned, we shall live very simple life, simply in Kåñëa consciousness. That is brähmaëa. Brähmaëa does not go to construct big, big house. He simply constructs his character, and the other kñatriyas and vaiçyas, they offer him, "Please come here and sit down." 

Therefore the division is... 

One who is unable to become a brähmaëa, let him become kñatriya.

If he cannot become kñatriya, let him become a vaiçya.

Otherwise let him remain a çüdra.
But there should be ideal class. So we are trying to create an ideal society of brähmaëas. Then people will be benefited. And if everyone is çüdra, rascal, then what people will be benefited? They do not know how to live. The brähmaëas will give idea, 

"Live like this. You will be happy."

Guest (1): Swamijé, I propose one thing: To influence people more and more in the villages.

Prabhupäda: Yes. This is the attraction, villagers.

Guest (1): Yes. We should go there and live with them for...

Prabhupäda: Yes. I have already suggested that you take land and be an ideal community.

Morning Walk                     October 16, 1975, Johannesburg

Prabhupäda: Without Kåñëa consciousness, you are trying to become happy by material adjustment. This will never be successful. So what is their answer?

Harikeça: They might point out how successful they have been in the past.

Prabhupäda: What successful?

Harikeça: Now we have these big, beautiful houses. If it's too hot we air-condition it.

Prabhupäda: You have to be... You will be kicked out from the house. You will not be allowed to stay here. What is this success? You will be kicked out. What is your success? You have constructed very nice house. Very good. All credit to you. But I shall kick you out. What you will do? Where is your success? Hm? It is waste of time. That is sane man's intelligence. "If I am going to be kicked out, why shall I spoil my energy in this way?" This is intelligence. But they have no intelligence even.

Harikeça: But that's just a fatalistic attitude.

Prabhupäda: Why fatalistic? It is practical. You want to live, you want to enjoy this nice house, but you are not allowed. Why don't you talk practically? That is your foolishness, that you will not be allowed—that's a fact—but still, you are spoiling your energy. That is foolishness.

Harikeça: Well, it's not exactly spoiling. We are really enjoying.

Prabhupäda: What enjoying?

Harikeça: When it's too hot we can make it cooler. When it's too cool we can make it hotter.

Prabhupäda: But at the same time, you want to live and enjoy. That is not allowed. Everyone wants to live and enjoy. Hm? Otherwise why, when there is attack outside, why do you fight? The tendency is that "I shall live comfortably." Why these white Europeans have made so high plan? So that they may not be kicked out by the Africans. That is the tendency. Therefore they are making secure, Africans far away so that they may not come. You want to live securely, but that is not there. You may make political arrangement very secure, but what is the nature's arrangement? You'll be kicked out at any moment. There is no certainty. There is no guarantee even that you will be allowed to live for so many years. At any moment.

Harikeça: But if we're always thinking of death, how can we enjoy life now?

Prabhupäda: But death is sure. If you are not thinking, then you are a rascal. That is the point. (laughs) Death is sure. And if you are not thinking, then you are a rascal. That is the proof. Suppose I am sitting here, we are walking here, and some danger is coming. It will immediately kill. So shall I remain here very peacefully? First of all make insurance, just like they make insurance, that no death will come. Your scientific advancement, your so many advancement, make it sure that you will not die. You will live here comfortably forever. Then you make your house nice, decorate it very... Where is that arrangement?

Puñöa Kåñëa: But if death is sure in any case... If death is sure in any case, for the thinking man or for the nonthinking man, then why think about it?

Prabhupäda: No, non... For thinking men, for them there is no death; there is Kåñëa. That is the difference between thinking men and nonthinking men. We are preparing for going... [break] There is... Yad gatvä na nivartante tad dhäma paramaà mama [Bg. 15.6]. That is intelligence. Now, suppose that here is open field. There is... We are walking very nicely. And the downtown, congested city, that is not very nice. 

So at least, if I don't spoil my energy to make the place uncomfortable,

if I save my energy and chant Hare Kåñëa in this open field,

that is intelligence or that is intelligent? 

Which is intelligent?
We are also going to die. That's all right. But we are going to die like intelligent person, not like cats and dogs. That is the difference.

Puñöa Kåñëa: The argument is, though, that everyone has to work because they have to feed themselves and they have to...

Prabhupäda: Yes. We are working. We are not sitting idle. Now, for our food, if we just get some food by plowing some land for the animal, cows, and for me, and the cow is giving me milk, the tree are giving me fruit, why shall I work so hard? The business of dogs and hogs, whole day and night simply working for getting food and sense gratification? That is not civilization. Live peacefully, get your nice food, and save time to advance in spiritual life. This is civilization. And simply for little comfort for a few years I have wasted my time in so many humbug comforts. Actually that is... What is this comfort of the skyscraper building? I think it is a mechanical prison.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Matchbox also.

Prabhupäda: Matchbox.

Puñöa Kåñëa: You said last night that without electricity it would be hell.

Prabhupäda: It is hell. And we are creating this hell. (Ed: In the dhams and farms)

Harikeça: I don't know. I'm enjoying.

Prabhupäda: You are a rascal. That is the proof you are a rascal. (laughter)

Devotee (1): We need defense so we have to work hard to keep defense, economy. The common man has to contribute to the state to keep its defense.

Prabhupäda: Defense, that means...

Puñöa Kåñëa: That's today... Unless there is very complex society...

Devotee (1): Otherwise we will be exploited.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Unless there is a very complex...

Prabhupäda: Therefore we say change the society. Society means you and me. If we agree that this kind of civilization is wrong, then society, what does it mean? They have made the United Nations. What is that? For this purpose, that "Why we are fighting unnecessarily?" So make their settlement, how to live. What is the standard of civilization? What is the aim of life? What they are doing in the United Nation for the last thirty years? What they have done? They simply fighting, the same cats and dogs. What is the value?

Harikeça: Whenever there is some war they send some observers.

Prabhupäda: That is cats and watchdog. That's all, watchdog. (laughter) That's all, civilization of cats and dogs.

Devotee (1): Çréla Prabhupäda, the 1975 Nobel Peace Award was awarded to a leading scientist who helped the nuclear weapon, who created the H-bomb. Just recently it was awarded to him.

Harikeça: Peace prize? (laughing)

Devotee (1): Yes. Nobel Peace Prize in Russia, Oslo.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Prabhupäda, you are giving the real peace formula.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Unless they stop their sinful life, they have to suffer.

Prabhupäda: I am not giving. Kåñëa is giving. Bhoktäraà yajïa-tapasam sarva-loka-maheçvaram, suhådaà sarva-bhütänäm [Bg. 5.29]. There is... [break] ...formula, if you want to make peaceful the dog society, is it possible?

Puñöa Kåñëa: No.

Prabhupäda: So similarly, they are keeping men as dogs, and they want peace. How it is possible? They are educating general mass of people like cats and dogs, and they want peace. How it is possible? Make them first of all sober men. Then there is question of peace. [break] ...God consciousness, there is no question of peace. [break] If we know that the Supreme Lord, God, is our father, and He has..., everything belongs to Him, His property; therefore, instead of fighting, let us enjoy father's property peacefully. Then there will be peace. We are peacefully walking in this park because we know that it is commonwealth; it is government's property. I can walk, and the dog can also walk. Then there will be peace. And if I think, "No, it is my property," and you think your property, then there will be fight between you and me. So where is peace? Why you claim South Africa as your property? You are foreigner. You want peace. You are expert in keeping them subdued, the Africans. Otherwise, lawfully, it is African property. Why you have taken? Either you make it God's property, otherwise make it African property. You have no right to come here. If you say God's property, then everyone has got equal right. So they do not know what is the meaning of peace.

Puñöa Kåñëa: If nothing is our property—in fact, everything is Kåñëa's property—why is there this desire to possess so many things?

Prabhupäda: Possess, you can possess. Tena tyaktena bhuïjithä [Éço mantra 1]. The real proposal is that everything belongs to God. Then God's representative, king, he gives you land. But you require for ten men's foodstuff. You calculate the ten men's foodstuff, for producing, you require so much land, so the king gives you land. You work and grow your food. And because it is God's property, you give some tax. Whatever you produce, twenty-five percent give to God or king, and balance, you enjoy. If there is no production—no tax. This is peaceful life. You work. You take land, God's land. You cannot... Why you have occupied so much land? Others, they are not allowed to enter; where there is overpopulation? How you can expect peace? Just like in China and India and other places they're overpopulation. Why don't you allow them, that "In Africa there is no sufficient population. Please come and toil and grow your food and live peacefully"? Where is that formula? Rascals, they are wanting peace. All rascal, rogues. And why they have become rascal, rogues? For want of God consciousness. They do not know that it is God's property, falsely thinking, "My property." And today I am thinking, "My property," and next day I become a dog on the same property. Hm? This dog loitering, who can say he was not formerly a Mr. Smuts? Who can say? Maybe he was Smuts; now he is dog. How can you take him? This is nature's process. Tathä dehäntara-präptiù [Bg. 2.13]. After death you'll have to accept another body. Now who can guarantee that General Smuts did not accept a dog's body? Who can guarantee? Where is the science? You think that he is dead and gone, but Kåñëa does not say like that. Tathä dehäntara-präptiù. Now what kind of body he has got? Where is the scientist to ascertain that "Mr., General Smuts has got now this body. He is living here"? Where is the science? You simply see like a fool and rascal, "My father is gone." Where your father gone? Where did he live so long? Why did you not see him? Where is the science? He is simply crying like a child, "My father is gone." Where he has gone? Find him out. And what he was? Why did you not see so long? This is their knowledge.

Harikeça: It seems unless there is some monarch who is ruling over the whole world, one personality...

Prabhupäda: No, not... Yes, whole world. He must be räjarñi, just like Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, representative of Kåñëa. He can divide to small kings, "Now you look after such tract of land," and he divides. In this way there will be peace. No tax. If you are unable to produce anything, then no tax. Why should you levy tax from the poor man?

Harikeça: What about those people who don't want to work? They are lazy.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Harikeça: What about lazy people?

Prabhupäda: Let them become çüdra. Let them become servant. After all, unless he works, he cannot get his food. So let him become servant. He has to work to get food. No property. He should not be given any property. If you work, you can get food. Just like animal.

Harikeça: How in the beginning is it decided that somebody is working and he should be given or not given?

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Harikeça: How in the beginning... Let's say you have a king...

Prabhupäda: Beginning Kåñëa.

Harikeça: No, no. Let's say you have a king, and he is deciding this person is worthy of...

Prabhupäda: No, no, beginning, Kåñëa. Why don't you read Bhagavad-gétä? You do not know?

Harikeça: No, no. Yes.

Prabhupäda: What is the social arrangement? What is that?

Harikeça: That Kåñëa created the four orders.

Prabhupäda: Yes. 

So you make that four orders, and then society will be in order.

But you are not taking Kåñëa's advice.

You are manufacturing your hellish ideas.

Harikeça: No, I was just wondering how one would be able to see who was acting in a certain way unless they were first engaged in something. They have to be doing some activity...

Prabhupäda: No, no.

Harikeça: ...so you can see what kind of quality they have.

Prabhupäda: No, no. Take "everyone is rascal," then train them. That is wanted. Take everyone as rascal. There is no question that "Here is intelligent man, here is rascal, here is the..." No. First of all take them all rascals, and then train them. That is wanted. That is wanted now. At the present moment the whole world is full of rascals. Now, if they take to Kåñëa consciousness, select amongst them. Just like I am training. You are brähmaëa by training. So one who is prepared to be trained as brähmaëa, classify him in the brähmaëa. One is trained up as kñatriya, classify him. In this way, cätur-varëyaà mäyä såñ...

Harikeça: And that kñatriya would engage everyone basically as çüdra and then pick from them.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Harikeça: He would initially pick...

Prabhupäda: No, no, no. You pick up... You take the whole mass of people as çüdra. Then...

Harikeça: Pick out.

Prabhupäda: Pick out. And rest, who is neither brähmaëa nor kñatriya nor vaiçya, then he is çüdra. That's all, very easy thing. If he cannot be trained up as engineer, then he remains as a common man. There is no force. This is the way of organizing society. There is no force. Çüdra is also required.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Now the incentive in modern society to become educated or to become engineer is money. What is the incentive in Vedic culture?

Prabhupäda: There is no need of money. The brähmaëa teaches everything free of charge. There is no question of money. Anyone can take education as a brähmaëa or a kñatriya, as a vaiçya. There is no... Vaiçya doesn't require any education. Kñatriyas require little. Brähmaëa require. But that is free. Just find out a brähmaëa guru and he will give you free education. That's all. This is society. Now, as soon as... At the present moment, as soon as one wants to be educated, he requires money. But in the Vedic society there is no question of money. Education free.

Harikeça: So the incentive is the happiness in society?

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is... Everyone is hankering after: "Where is happiness?" This will be the happiness. When people will be peaceful, happy in their living condition, that will bring happiness, not by imagining that "If I have got a skyscraper building, I will be happy," and then jump over and commit suicide. That is going on. He is thinking that "If I have a skyscraper building, I will be happy," and when he is frustrated, he jumps down. That is going on. This is happiness. That means all rascals. They do not know what is happiness. Therefore everyone requires guidance from Kåñëa. That is Kåñëa consciousness. Now you were saying that there is high rate of suicide here?

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Why? This is the country possessing gold mine, and why they are...? And you said that it is difficult to become poor here.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes. You have to try hard to become poor man here.

Prabhupäda: Yes. And still there is suicide. Why? Every man is rich man, and why he is committing suicide? Hm? Can you reply?

Devotee (1): They lack central happiness?

Prabhupäda: Yes. There is no happiness. (pause) Nobody can remain lazy, because he will be hungry. So how he will remain lazy? He'll have to go somewhere, begging food, and he'll say, "First of all work. Then get your food." He'll work. So there is no question of remaining lazy. Just like the hippies. They do not work, but when they do not get food from anywhere, they go and work. Is it not? So he will be obliged to work.

Puñöa Kåñëa: That is the incentive, then.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Devotee (2): Some of them steal. Instead of working, they steal their food.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Steal... When he is arrested, then he has to work in the prison. That's all.

Harikeça: Chopping rocks.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Otherwise whipping. In Bhagavad-gétä it is recommended that instead of keeping yourself lazy without working, better to steal. Better to steal.

Puñöa Kåñëa: How is that?

Prabhupäda: Huh? That is there. Stealing is bad work, bad work. It is also working, but bad work. So Kåñëa recommends that instead of keeping yourself lazy, better do bad work.

Harikeça: "Action is better than inaction."

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes. Yes.

Harikeça: A man cannot even keep his own body in shape.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So stealing is still better than keeping oneself lazy.

Puñöa Kåñëa: "It is better to perform one's duty, even though it may be imperfect, than to perform another's duty"?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes. (laughter)

Harikeça: I've always wondered... The food will be taken care of in a perfect varëäçrama society; government is taken care of...

Prabhupäda: Government means you, like rascal fools like you. So how you will take care?

Harikeça: When it is properly set up.

Prabhupäda: First of all you see the government, what is government? Government means a pack of rascals and fools. That's all. This is modern government. All these thieves and rogues are voted to be government men. So how you expect good government? It is not possible. "People's government." All people are rascals. That means government rascal. People's government.

Harikeça: How would the other necessities of life be taken care of, like medical things? If actually they have no knowledge, and they have to require to build these gigantic hospitals...

Prabhupäda: The brähmaëas, the brähmaëas will give you medical help. Äyur-Veda. They will read Äyur-Veda. They will give help.

Harikeça: So the Äyur-Veda possibly can work nowadays.

Prabhupäda: Why not?

Harikeça: Some people were telling me that the herbs had lost all their effectiveness in the Kali-yuga.

Prabhupäda: Then die. (laughter) Do you mean to say this modern medical treatment is guarantee for your living?

Harikeça: No.

Prabhupäda: Then? That is also not guarantee. If you see the herbs and plants are no more effective, then if there is no guarantee in your modern medical, there is no guarantee. So why should you spend so much money? As soon as I go to a doctor, immediately twenty dollars. As soon as go to purchase some drugs, immediately twenty. If I have no money... And still that is not guarantee, so why shall I spend so much money?
Harikeça: So actually this money doesn't even exist in Vedic society—money.

Prabhupäda: Money is not required. You require things. Just like instead of money, you are getting papers. Money means gold. Where is gold? You are cheated. Money means gold. So instead of possessing gold, you are possessing some paper, written there, "hundred dollars." And you are such a fool, you are satisfied. You are being cheated. Bank's check and currency notes, you keep it in your..., "Oh, here is my money." Is that money? Just see.

Devotee (3): They only do that to make it easier for them, because they've got so much money that they can't carry it...

Prabhupäda: That's all right, but actually it is not money. You are befooled. You are such a fool that you accept a piece of paper as money. Therefore I say you are rascal. That is my business. If I say "Government, give me gold," and government has passed law, "No, you cannot possess gold," that means cheating. How I shall keep gold, that is my business. First of all you give me gold. It is due to me. But you are giving me paper. That means cheating is begun from you.

Harikeça: How will the government decide what my gold is and what his gold is? How does the gold get distributed?

Prabhupäda: Gold coins. Formerly there was gold coins. We have seen in our childhood gold coins, silver coins. There was no paper.

Harikeça: But you have to do something to get it.

Prabhupäda: Yes. I will have to do something. That is another thing. But why you are cheating me? Instead of gold, you are giving me paper. Formerly... You have seen in Kåñëa book that one fruit man came, and Kåñëa was taking some grain. It was falling down. So that was the... A fruit man come, and you give him a packet of grain. Then whatever exchange is possible, the fruit man gives you fruit. That's all.

Puñöa Kåñëa: That is called bartering.

Prabhupäda: Bartering. So there is no need of money. Similarly, you go to another shop. You get. So you produce your food, and in exchange, in barter, you get all things, other things. Somebody is producing something, somebody is producing something. But it can be done. Suppose I am a blacksmith. You want some work from me. So you say that "I'll make this instrument for me." So I say, "You give me one kg paddy." So you give me one kg, I prepare you, so your necessity is fulfilled. Now I have got so much paddy. Now, I may go to purchase something else because I am blacksmith, so grains will be used for my eating, and for, say for ghee, I take the same grain somewhere. So where is the money need of?

Harikeça: It's very difficult to cheat in that system. It's very difficult to cheat.

Prabhupäda: Cheat?

Harikeça: In a system of bartering it's very hard to cheat.

Prabhupäda: Yes. There is no cheating. Everyone is simply simple, honest. And here the government begins cheating. He is engaging you to hard work day and night and paying you a piece of paper, where it is written "one hundred dollars." That's all. This is your society, cheating and cheater. That's all.

Harikeça: People have a hard time understanding that point, because with a hundred dollar note you can buy things.

Prabhupäda: Therefore I say you are all rascals. You do not know. If I say, the government may arrest me that I am infusing people in a different way. But that is the fact.

Harikeça: So a government's duty would be to abolish this false standard of money, and then automatically...

Prabhupäda: Yes. Government's only duty is that government gives me land and I pay tax: "Whatever I produce, take one fourth." Finish. All taxes. If I don't produce, there is no tax. That's all. That is the business between the government and the public. That's all.

Harikeça: If the public are giving like one quarter of a perishable item, what does the government do with that? Let's say they were growing some vegetables, so they give one quarter of that to the government. What would the government do with that? They've got so many tons of vegetables.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Harikeça: And everybody is taken care of, because they are growing it.

Prabhupäda: After all, vegetable will be eaten by somebody. So let government distribute there. Vegetable, grains, fruits, milk, ghee, yogurt, natural produce—they will be used by somebody. The government may store and distribute, those who are in need. That's all.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Maybe somebody is only producing gold or gold plates, or somebody is producing something that isn't food. So he would give that to the government.

Prabhupäda: Well, gold plates, that is not a necessary thing. He can eat on plantain leaf, natural production. That is luxury. So when people live simple life, the luxuries will no more be required.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Let's say the government is building some wells or some roads. They could feed the people who are doing that, çüdras who are doing that.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Çüdras, that "You dig this well and take your food." That's all. Work will go on. At the present moment I require one scissor. I can go to the blacksmith and pay him some grain. He will give me. Now they are producing, Krupp Company in Germany, millions of razor, millions of scissors. Now they will have to find market, where to sell. And as soon as goes to sell in India, the British government—"No, no. You cannot sell." Then he becomes angry: "Oh, all right." He declares war.

Puñöa Kåñëa: So complex.

Prabhupäda: Yes. This is going on. "These Britishers do not allow me to go there? All right, kill them." That was the Hitler policy and Kaiser's policy, to kill British empire. They did it. They were successful. But they were also killed. This is going on, unnecessary. Why you produce so much razor and scissor? And then find out market, and when there is competition, there is anger, there is enviousness, there is fight, one after another, one after another. Where is peace? Why do you produce so many unnecessarily? Why do you produce so many cars, when there is scarcity of power, and fight with Arabians? Anartha. Therefore it is called anartha, unnecessary. Anarthopasamaà säkñäd bhakti-yogam adhokñaje [SB 1.7.6]. As soon as people will be devotee, they will not require unnecessary things. They will be satisfied, simply bare necessities of life. That is peaceful condition. You create unnecessary needs of life, and then there is competition, there is hellish life, the factory, and then the factory man requires wine to forget his hard labor, so on, so on. Then he become thieves. He become rogues. This is your society. How you can expect peace?

Puñöa Kåñëa: The only solution is Kåñëa consciousness.

Prabhupäda: That's it, only solution.
Harikeça: It also seems like the only government that would work would be the Vedic government. Varnäçrama-dharma is the only thing that will work.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Kåñëa conscious government means Vedic government.
Puñöa Kåñëa: We have histories that for millions of years such governments were working successfully. Now, for a few thousand years, they squabble, this type of government, that type of government.

Prabhupäda: Yes. No, first of all, the government is cheating. He is giving me paper in the name of money, and forcing me to accept it.

Harikeça: That seems to be the root cause of...

Prabhupäda: Yes. Government is taking labor from you. You ask, "If you pay me three hundred dollars, then I shall work." "All right, I shall give you. Work." Then what is that three hundred? I print and pay you, and you rascal, you accept it, three hundred dollars. What is that three hundred dollars for government? Printing press. And you are so rascal, "Yes, I have got now three hundred dollars." This is going on. This is artificial inflation. Why there is inflation? Now you have got three hundred dollars without any hard labor. And when you go to purchase—I haven't got three hundred dollars; you have got—"All right, I shall pay this price." So price is increased because the seller will see: "Who pays me large price?" So you have got unnecessary money. You offer him large price. So I am poor man; I could not purchase. This is going on.

Harikeça: There was once a few plots exposed, how some governments were ruined because foreign governments were printing up money just like their money, and shipping it in.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes. I have seen it. I have seen it during last wartime. One Chinese man was coming to one of my friends, my business friend. So he would give, immediately coming, a bunch of notes, maybe ten thousand.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Indian notes?

Prabhupäda: Yes. And a list of goods. He was his purchasing agent. So that bunch of notes was printed in China. You see? And he brings it and gives to a merchant here, and he gives him real goods, and he takes it out. This is inflation.

Devotee (2): Could he spend that money?

Prahupada: Yes. I print ten thousand dollars' worth currency note, and I give you, and I take you, actual goods from you, anywhere.

Harikeça: The government is doing that all the time. They take contracts from people.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is going on. Therefore price is increasing daily. Formerly British government, in the beginning, to prove their honesty, as soon as you go to the currency for changing, they will offer you, "You want coins or paper currency?" So if you think that paper currency will be convenient, you can take. Otherwise, if you want coins, they will pay you.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Gold coins.

Prabhupäda: Yes, gold, silver, whatever you want. That was the... Now this is stopped. You can not ask now gold coins and silver coins. Whatever government will give you, you have to accept. Where is honesty?

Devotee (2): Çréla Prabhupäda, in South Africa they have a coin called the Krugerrand. And one rand is worth one hundred cents, one rand of paper money. But one rand gold is worth about seventy-eight rand.

Prabhupäda: Just see.

Devotee (1): It's constantly going up and down, the price. Hundred and eight.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Here is the car, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Everything mismanaged, cheating.

Harikeça: So until the top man is Kåñëa conscious, this cheating will basically continue.

Prabhupäda: Who is the top man? Everyone is top man. Instead of one king, now you have got one hundred kings. The minister, the secretaries, the under-secretaries, the deputy minister, and so on, so on, so on. So there was only one unfortunate king. Now you have got three dozen kings, and you have to maintain them like kings. This is going on.

Harikeça: They can pay them with their phony money.

Prabhupäda: And they are seeking this post because they know that without doing anything, money will come. That's all. And as soon as you approach some minister, he will ask you, "All right, give me an application." And after six months' reminding, he will say, "No, it is not possible."

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes. Because so many people have to apply for any one post. That's a fact. Then he will put his son there.

Prabhupäda: All rogues and thieves.

Harikeça: So actually it is not possible to change the...

Prabhupäda: Change—if they become Kåñëa conscious.

Harikeça: But the system itself is defective. How can...

Prabhupäda: No, the defective will be correct when you become Kåñëa conscious. Just like in your past life you had so many defects. Now it is corrected. That is practical.

Harikeça: Let's say somebody is a minister...

Prabhupäda: Anybody.

Harikeça: ...but his occupation is cheating.

Prabhupäda: That's all right. Let him become Kåñëa conscious. He will stop this cheating business.

Harikeça: But he has to stop.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes. Räjarñi.

Prabhupäda: Yes. He has to stop. It will be stopped as soon as he becomes a devotee.

Harikeça: So then gradually it will become the varëäçrama, with the one central head.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Harikeça: So we don't try to make a revolutionary system.

Prabhupäda: This is revolution.

Harikeça: We try to just make them Kåñëa conscious, then it's automatic revolution.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Peaceful revolution. Other revolution will not stand. [break] (in car) ...perfect philosophy.

Harikeça: Your method is also the perfect method, the books in the colleges and libraries, educated people and... Wonderful. Actually, you have set everything up to do this.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Everything is spoken by Kåñëa. I am simply putting them for modern man's understanding. That's all.

Harikeça: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Because they cannot understand, they think, "Dogmatic." It is not dogmatic. Most scientific.

Puñöa Kåñëa: But they're all dull-brained. Satisfied with a few scraps, work like dogs. Would you like to walk here, Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Where?

Puñöa Kåñëa: This place is okay?

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Puñöa Kåñëa: It's very close to the temple.

Harikeça: Nobody plays golf that early in the morning?

Prabhupäda: [break]...they have to manage, and the vaiçyas will produce, and brähmaëa will give the brain. Then the society will be peace... And at the present moment these çüdras, they are, by artificial votes, they are becoming the brain of the society. How it can be happy? The rascals, they are voted to the legislative assembly, and they are passing every day law which is never perfect. This is going on.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Stopgap measures.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Puñöa Kåñëa: They create problem, then they try to solve it.

Prabhupäda: That's it.

Puñöa Kåñëa: One of our life members in Newcastle, a town between Durban and Johannesburg... The city council, they've decided they want to build a road right where his house is. He just built new house. Now they're going to tear it down, so then he has to build another house.

Prabhupäda: Just see. To punish him? (pause) Just see, so much loads of books. He's feeling unhappy, and what he is learning? To become hippie. That's all.

Harikeça: He's learning to reject it.

Prabhupäda: From the childhood he's supplied so many books, and when he is young man, he is hippie. That's all. Instead of becoming brahmacäré, devotee, he is drunkard, he's drug addicted. That's all. (end)

Room Conversation with   Reporter of The Star            October 16, 1975, Johannesburg

Reporter: Your Grace, can I start by asking you what do you think of South Africa?

Prabhupäda: That you can reply. Just preach this cult, Kåñëa consciousness. I was expected since a long time. So I could not come here due to my other engagements.

Reporter: Yes. What are your views of the country? What do you think of it?

Prabhupäda: Every country is all right. I don't find any fault. But only difficulty is that all over the world the civilization is being misdirected.

Reporter: Misguided.

Prabhupäda: Misdirected. They are not taking importance of the right thing. Just like we are in this body. Now, when the body is dead, we cry that "My father is gone away. My son is gone away." But if I reply that "Your father is lying on the bed. Why you're crying that your father has gone away?" what will be the reply? The father whom the son has seen since his birth, that body in the coat and pant, so that coat-pant and body is there on the bed, and why the son is crying, "My father has gone away"? What is the reply? What should be the reply?

Reporter: Well, I know what I would reply. I don't know what you would reply.

Prabhupäda: No, I want what is your reply.

Reporter: My reply would be that he hasn't gone, that he's gone to God.

Prabhupäda: He...? He has not seen his father. That is my reply. Now, the person whom he accepted as his father, he is lying there on the bed. And now he is crying that "My father has gone." That means he has not seen his father. So this is going on. The whole world movement is on the basic principle of that living force which makes the body so important. Either a politician or a philosopher or a scientist, so long the living force is there, the body is important. And as such, the living force is gone, then it is simply a lump of matter. So we are taking care of this lump of matter, not of the living force. This is the mistake of the whole civilization. We do not know what is that living force. There is no scientist, there is no philosopher, nothing of the sort. Simply as child we cry, "Oh, my father has gone away. My father has gone." Why did you not see who is your father or who is your son? Where is that education? Where is that enlightenment? Where is that university? Therefore I say the whole civilization is being misdirected. They do not know what is the important factor in civilization.

Reporter: If I asked you to give the people who will read my article a message...

Prabhupäda: This is my message, that the whole civilization is misdirected, giving importance on the body, but the living force within the body, he does not know anything about.

Reporter: But what message would you give to people in terms of helping people, perhaps, to live better lives?

Prabhupäda: Yes. But if the basic principle is wrong, then all their plans for becoming happy is also wrong. So he does not know what is the important factor. So when he comes to know that he is not this body, he is spirit soul—he studies what is the nature of the spirit soul, what is the necessity of the spirit soul—then he becomes happy. If he is under misconception... Suppose if I take you, Mr. Singer, as the coat, and I take care of the coat and not of you, person, then is that very good proposal? So that is going on. They are taking care of the shirt and coat, not the person who is putting on the shirt and coat. This is the mistake of the modern civilization. And the Kåñëa consciousness movement is an attempt to correct it, not theoretically, but by scientifically, by philosophically, economically, religiously, everything. Therefore we have got so many books. We are trying to distribute, enlighten people. This is our business. Then people will be happy. Unless one who knows "what I am, and what is my business, what is my aim of life," then how he can be happy? Just like a dog is jumping here and there, here and there, but he does not know what is the aim of life, so if we do not come to the spiritual platform, that we remain animal like cats and dogs, then what is the civilization of cats and dogs? If you keep the dogs as dog and if you ask some of them to come together and make a peace formula, is it possible the dogs will be able to make any peace formula? Because they are dogs, they will go on barking. That's all. So we are attempting so many peace formula, but we are keeping the consciousness on the body, exactly like the dog. And therefore there is no peace. There cannot be any peace. First of all you must come to the real platform, the living force, what is that spirit soul, what is the necessity, what is the aim. That you do not know.

Reporter: Your Grace, a great many of South Africa's church leaders from some of the big churches are fearful that South Africa is going to find itself in a situation, or find... What message would you give this country in terms of avoiding any...

Prabhupäda: No, I am going to every country because everywhere the same mistake is going on, bodily concept of life. So I am trying to bring them to the real life and then make their plan. They will be happy. It is not for South Africa. For any Africa, or any country, South America or South India or anywhere. The problem is the same. Everywhere the same conception: "I am South African." "I am American." "I am Indian." "I am this." "I am that." So all these things are on the bodily concept of life. Nobody says, "No, I am not this body. I am different from body." Nobody says. We are simply preaching that "You are not this body. You are different from this..." That is our unique situation. Perhaps throughout the whole world we are trying to preach that "You are not this body. You are different from body." And we have not manufactured this idea. This is the instruction in the Bhagavad-gétä. Bhagavad-gétä, the first teaching is,

dehino 'smin yathä dehe kaumäraà yauvanaà jarä tathä dehäntara-präptir dhéras tatra na muhyati

 [Bg. 2.13]

This is the first instruction. Just like in the body of a child the spirit soul is there. Therefore the child is becoming a boy, and the boy is becoming a young man. Young man is becoming old man. Then what is the next? Then the old man must have next body. This is very simple logic. Now... But I am the same. I was also a baby. I was a boy. I remember. But the body is no longer existing. I am existing. I know that I had such and such body. So therefore the conclusion is that after annihilation of this body, I will exist in another body. Tathä dehäntara-präptiù [Bg. 2.13]. So who knows this science? And there are 8,400,000 forms of body. What kind of or what form of body I am going to get next, where is that science? So we are teaching, by Kåñëa consciousness movement, all these things, not only theoretically, but with scientific knowledge, philosophy, everything. You can see our... We have got fifty books of four hundred, five hundred pages each. We are teaching only about Kåñëa consciousness.

Reporter: Your Grace, what stops so many people from becoming Kåñëa devotees?

Prabhupäda: Join this, our center. You come here; you'll become Kåñëa devotee. Just like these boys. They are not imported from India. They are European, American, and South African. You are South African?

Reporter: British.

Prabhupäda: British. And who is South African?

Puñöa Kåñëa: They're South Africans.

Prabhupäda: So we welcome everyone, African, South African, North African.

Reporter: What stops so many millions of people from doing it?

Prabhupäda: Well, knowledge means it is meant for few men. If you want men without any university degree, you will get many thousands. But as soon as say, "We want graduate," it will be minimized. Or as soon as you say "postgraduate," it will be still minimized. So as soon as there is question of knowledge, the number of people will be diminished. So we cannot expect mass of people. But if there are good persons, exemplified person, vivid example, that will help the whole society— "There is ideal class. They know everything."

Reporter: You're going to be delivering two addresses next week at one of our biggest universities.

Prabhupäda: That he knows.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Monday and Wednesday. It would be nice if you would mention that in your article.

Reporter: Yes, I will. But I want to know what will you tell the people.

Prabhupäda: These things in different way, that 

"Come to your pure knowledge and make your plan. Then you will be happy.

And if your basic principle is wrong, then whatever plan you make, it is useless."
Reporter: Yes. But, you see, the thing that worries me is that how do people begin to understand that their basic principle might be wrong?

Prabhupäda: Just as one goes to a school and gradually he understands what is one, what is two, what is three, what is "two plus two equal to four," how to place. It is a question of learning, education.

Reporter: Yes, but this doesn't effect the ordinary man in the street, Your Grace.

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Reporter: This doesn't effect the masses.

Puñöa Kåñëa: The mass of people, he says it doesn't effect them.

Prabhupäda: Mass of people will follow. Yad yad äcarati çreñöha [Bg. 3.21]. Just like everywhere, in politics there is in one leader and people follow him, so we want first-class leader. Then mass will follow. If the leaders are rascals and fools, then what will be result? Andhä yathändhair upanéyamänäù [SB 7.5.31]. If the leader is blind, how he can help other blind men? He must be open eyes. Then he can lead thousands of blind men—"Come here." And if he is himself blind, then how he can help? That is wanted. One blind man... One open-eyes man is sufficient to lead many thousands of blind men. But if the leaders are also blind, then it is useless. He must be in perfect knowledge. That is wanted. We do not expect that mass of people will understand this philosophy. It is not possible. But at least the leaders, they must know how to lead people—the father, the teachers, the government, like that. Then people will follow.

Reporter: My last question: Will you be meeting other spiritual leaders in South Africa?

Prabhupäda: I do not know who is that spiritual leader. Nobody...

Puñöa Kåñëa: We haven't found any really prominent personalities to introduce Prabhupäda to.

Prabhupäda: But one spiritual leader is there, Swami Sahajananda.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes, the Divine Life Society in Durban, the head of that. He wrote one letter praising Prabhupäda's work, that he is rightfully representing the Vedic literatures.

Reporter: Well, thank you very much.

Prabhupäda: Thank you. Hare Kåñëa. You have taken lunch? So, it is very important movement. Try to study, understand. And it is the duty of the pressmen, journalists, to propagate. They must know the first science of the living force within the body. That is the most important part.

Reporter: I just feel that, in a way, I have enough to write, and I have enough to... Well, I believe in giving a little message of something in those things that I write. I try not to make them negative, and at least, I can present people with what they have and what you are saying. But I feel that within myself, and this concerns myself, that I haven't spoken to you enough, that I haven't heard you enough, and that I have...

Prabhupäda: No, you can ask me more, more, other question. I can reply. There is no harm.

Puñöa Kåñëa: You have any questions?

Reporter: Well, I can't stay now, and I feel too that I am imposing because I know that His Grace wants to rest.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Okay. What you could do is write one article introducing, and then come to the Monday and Wednesday night programs and write another article. Because...

Reporter: Yes. I'll try at least to prepare this one trip on Monday...

Puñöa Kåñëa: Oh, yes. That would be very nice if you act as an advertisement also. Thank you very much.

Reporter: Your Grace, thank you.  Prabhupäda: Thank you.  Reporter: Good-bye.

Prabhupäda: [break] You have done good because you are waiting for somebody's decision. So the decision-maker can change. Otherwise so many people are working so hard day and night; he is not getting even sufficient food. And another man, without working, he is getting so much money. How it is possible? Hm? So God is not an instrument of your whims. He is fully independent. That is God. Agatan gatan patiyase.(?) By His different energy He can..., does something which is impossible to be done. Take for example myself. I went to United States, unknown country, without any friend, without any hope, simply on theory (chuckles) that "I shall go and preach there," and with this expectation also, that "As soon as I shall ask them to give up all these habits, they will ask me to go away." (laughs) So in the face of so many odds and uncertainty, I went there, simply depending on my spiritual master and Kåñëa, with this hope only, that "If they desire, everything can be done. But otherwise there is no hope. I am going there, hopeless, just to make an experiment. My other Godbrothers, they failed. All right, Guru Mahäräja asked me. In the beginning I did not do. Let me do it in this old age." So it became surprisingly success. Business started with forty rupees, and now we have got four crores. Where is that business in the material world, that a man started business with forty rupees and he has got four crores within ten years? Not only money, but also fame, respect. What do these kings and president or minister get respect?

Harikeça: It takes them fifty years.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Still, they get kicked on the face like Nixon.

Prabhupäda: Nobody would sincerely respect them. Only for some self-interest. But here, respect opportunity, it is out of love. That is not for any bargaining. So who can get this? So this is God's... So one has to see by the result. That is stated in the... I think we have described. The, what is called, container is understood by the quantity of contents. The container is understood by the quantity of the contents. The example is given of water-water, air, and bright. When there is good flame, then we can understand that the contents is very inflammable. Just like petrol. So that is in comparison like when there is big amount of, quantity of water; that means the container is big. Similarly, the big quantity of ether, then it is to be understood, quantity according to the content. So one has to understand, as Kåñëa said, yad yad vibhütimat sattvaà mam

Morning Walk                                          December 10, 1975, Våndävana                                                  

Prabhupäda: The rascals should not do that. Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura says, nämäçraya kari thäkaha äpana kärye. You do your work but take shelter of harinama. That is wanted.

Room Conversation with Anna Conan Doyle,

daughter-in-law of famous author, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle                August 10, 1973, Paris

Prabhupäda: Spiritual understanding does not depend on material conditions, no.

Anna Conan Doyle: That is true, that is true.

Prabhupäda: You may be in any material condition. Still you can develop your spiritual consciousness. That is there. But sometimes we accept a certain position for our personal convenience. That is another thing. But spiritual consciousness is not dependent on any material condition. It is spontaneous. Either he's a householder or a sannyäsé or brahmacäré or business man, or... It doesn't matter. He can become fully Kåñëa conscious if he accepts the principles. [break] ...we have got our regulative principles, no illicit sex. So is it very difficult thing? A householder has got his wife. Why he should indulge in illicit sex? It is simply self-control. (aside:) You can keep it here. If somebody comes, you shall give him.

Guru-gauräìga: If our Kåñëa consciousness is dependent on some material condition which we are in, then our material condition is superior to God consciousness. "Oh, I am a businessman. I cannot become Kåñëa conscious." That means business is more than Kåñëa.

Anna Conan Doyle: Yes, but I think that we have to have businessmen who are business conscious. Otherwise our world would come to a stand still.

Guru-gauräìga: Exactly.

Anna Conan Doyle: And even you people you have to have people donate like we have the Catholic church...

Prabhupäda: The difficulty is...

Anna Conan Doyle: ...is to make from the people are working, we are dependent on the materialistic man also...

Prabhupäda: No, the difficulty is that we are not satisfied with our living condition. Suppose I am, I have got this body. To maintain this body, I require my food, and for getting the food, I must have some money. I must have some occupation. This is one thing. But people are now... Suppose one thousand francs will provide his family, himself. He's not satisfied with one thousand francs. He wants ten thousand. That is the fault. Therefore he does not find time for Kåñëa consciousness.

Anna Conan Doyle: That's right.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is the disease. Otherwise, if, if everyone is satisfied when the necessities is supplied and balance time he saves for Kåñëa consciousness, there is no difficulty. But he is, he is always, twenty-four hours busy, how to increase, how to increase. Yes.

Anna Conan Doyle: It becomes a vice.

Prabhupäda: (indistinct) Yes. Yes. Greediness. Atyähäraù prayäsaç ca prajalpo niyamägrahaù [NoI 2]. Atyähära. Atyähära means eating more, or collecting more. So they want to eat more, collect more than necessity.

Anna Conan Doyle: That's true. They do not need all the things they have around. It is perfectly...

Prabhupäda: For livelihood, one has to work. That is material world. So you work. And what is that work? If one, one works for three months on the field, he can get his whole years' food. That is economically fact. How many mounds of grains we can produce per acre? Do you know that? We know, in our Indian calculation, we can produce at least ten mounds of grain per bighä ( 1/3 acre). So if one has got ten bighäs of land, he can produce hundred mounds of grains. So how much you can eat daily. Just compute it. Utmost two pounds. Utmost. So if you eat two pounds grains per day. In a month, sixty pounds. And eighty-two pounds makes one mound. You are getting one thousand mounds. One thousand mounds. Then? Ten bighäs of land...

Bhagavän: One hundred mounds.

Prabhupäda: One hundred.

Guru-gauräìga: Mounds.

Prabhupäda: So you get enough food by working three months. But they'll not work in the field. They'll work in the factory. The... Now the world situation is there that they have invented so many artificial work. So people are embarrassed with this kind of work. He doesn't find any time.

Anna Conan Doyle: He's not trained.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Anna Conan Doyle: He's not trained.

Prabhupäda: Yes. This is the... So if we make our living condition very simple, there is enough time, enough time. But we don't say that you go back to the primitive stage of life. That is not possible. We simply request that wherever you are, simply chant Hare Kåñëa. There is no difficulty. Then everything will be clear.

Morning Walk                                                 May 14, 1975, Perth

Prabhupäda: No, you can fall down unconsciously. But if you fall consciously, that is cheating. I do not want. I am trying to keep myself steady, but still, if I fall, that is excused. But if you purposely... Just like the Christian atonement. They go to the church and admit, "Yes, I have done these sinful activities, so I pay you something. Excuse it." That is not sincerity. And again, next week, he does the same thing. That is not sincerity.

Indian boy: Is it possible that I live on my own and still be a devotee?

Prabhupäda: That will take long time. That, also, if you follow the regulative principles... It is difficult, little. But easier method is to live with the devotees because the situation and atmosphere in your home is different from devotion. So it is not very helpful. You have got other members in the family?

Indian boy: Yes, there is...

Prabhupäda: So if you want to do something, they may not like it. So that is impediment. But if you live with the devotees, then you learn quickly the art. 

Prabhupäda: New Delhi you were born? How long you have come?

Indian boy: I was just nine months old when we left Delhi.

Prabhupäda: So Australia, they are inviting people to come here for working, but how is that? They do not get job?

Paramahaàsa: They are not in control. There is a jobless rate, unemployment. They call it unemployment. It goes out of control. Sometimes people lose their jobs, and they can't find a job. But the government is not able to control the economy very well. All over the world this happens. So sometimes people try to get a job and they can't get the job.

Prabhupäda: There is enough jobs if the government arranges to engage them in growing food. But there is no such arrangement.

Paramahaàsa: No. There is so much land in Australia.

Prabhupäda: The government should have some arrangement for engaging... (end)

Discussion                                            May 15, 1975, Perth

Prabhupäda: This man is unemployed, and if we engaged him for plowing, will he do that?

Paramahaàsa: I don't think so. (laughter)

Prabhupäda: Just see.

Amogha: That's too hard, that's work. "We don't want to work like that, we just want some easy job."

Prabhupäda: Then you suffer.
Çrutakérti: That would mean they had to leave the city. They don't want to leave the city.

Prabhupäda: Then go to hell.
Çrutakérti: Yes.
Devotee (1): Çréla Prabhupäda, we received news yesterday that one man in northern New South Wales is willing to sell us a farm, a great big farm out there in the southern tropics. Would this be a good place for engaging boys like the Indian, the Indian boy that came yesterday?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Our next program is to organize farming. Let anyone come. We shall give him free food and employment: "Come on." Not that "I want to work as a clerk in the city." 

You produce your own food.

I give you ingredients. I give you land. 

And work for five, six hours, and take your food and chant Hare Kåñëa.

Devotee (1): Anybody who comes to the farm has to agree to follow the four regulative principles? These people?
Prabhupäda: Yes. Otherwise you are not coming. Our main business is to make him 

Kåñëa conscious.

“On his walk in King’s Park, Çréla Prabhupäda spoke about the unemployed Indian boy who had visited him the previous night. “This man is unemployed and if we engage him for ploughing, will he do that?”
Paramahaàsa said that he didn’t think so.

Prabhupäda laughed. “Just see—therefore, there must be division of job. That is cätur-varëyaà mayä såñtaà. He’s a çüdrä. He does not want to produce his own food. If you give him some salary, then he will be satisfied. And then he will work with plough also. If you give him salary, he will accept that.”

Jayadharma brought up some recent news. “Çréla Prabhupäda, we received information yesterday that one man in northern New South Wales is willing to sell us a farm, a great big farm out there in the southern tropics. Would this be a good place for engaging people like the Indian boy who came yesterday?”

Prabhupäda described future farming projects. “Yes, our next program is to organise farming. Let anyone come. We shall give him free food and employment: ‘Come on’. Not that ‘I want to work as a clerk in the city’. You produce your own food. I give you ingredients. I give you land. And work for five, six hours, and take your food and chant Hare Kåñëa.”

Jayadharma wondered if everybody who came to the farm had to agree to follow the four regulative principles. Prabhupäda’s answer was clear. “Yes, otherwise he cannot come. Our main business is to make him Kåñëa conscious.”(The Great Transcendental Adventure by Kurma Das)

Devotee (1): If a man simply works for Kåñëa for his whole life, yet he doesn't follow the regulative principles...

Prabhupäda: Then how he follows Kåñëa?

Devotee (1): That's not possible.

Prabhupäda: If you are following Kåñëa, then how you can violate the regulative principles?

Devotee (1): Just like they follow a few regulative principles, like the basic four: no illicit sex, no meat-eating, no gambling, and no intoxication. If they follow those four regulative principles and just work for Kåñëa...

Prabhupäda: He doesn't follow the four principles?

Devotee (1): Oh, yes. Yes. There's this one devotee in Sydney who works very hard for Kåñëa, but...

Prabhupäda: But does not follow.

Devotee (1): He does not like äratis or things like that. He just likes to work hard all the time.

Çrutakérti: He follows the principles, but he doesn't go to ärati, maybe he doesn't chant his rounds, but he's working...

Devotee (1): Real hard for Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Like Gargamuni. (laughter)

Çrutakérti: Yes, like that. And his plea is that Kåñëa says...

Prabhupäda: Then he will fall down.
Devotee (1): He will fall down?

Çrutakérti: But the plea is that Kåñëa says in the Gétä,  "By working for Me one can come to the perfectional stage."
Prabhupäda: Yes, but he will fall down.

Çrutakérti: That means "By working for Me eventually one will come to the point of follow the principles and..."

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Çrutakérti: Not "Simply by working for Me you can do it."

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Çrutakérti: You will advance to the other stages.

Prabhupäda: Just like if a man is working hard, but he will never become rich, then what is the use? Working hard means one must become rich. But if he does not become rich, simply working hard, then what is the use? Çrama eva hi kevalam [SB 1.2.8]. Utsähäd dhairyät niçcayät tat-tat-karma-pravartanät. You must follow the regulative principles. Sato våtteù. This is your honesty, and sädhu-saìga [Cc. Madhya 22.83], this can be done-association with devotees. Ñaòbhir bhaktiù prasidhyati: "This is the way of increasing devotional service." 

Morning Walk                                          September 3, 1975, Våndävana

Prabhupäda: Self-suff... There is no self-sufficiency. Self-insufficiency. Always remember that. Unless you become perfect in Kåñëa consciousness, there is no self-sufficiency. All self-insufficiency. Hare Kåñëa.
Room Conversation(2)                                     July 31, 1976, Paris                                                             

Prabhupäda: Organize it and keep hundreds of books. They will live peacefully. But don't entangle in sinful activities. Then it will be all right. Such a nice place. The city residents cannot imagine.

Room Conversation                                   June 24, 1976, New Vrindaban

Kulaçekhara: The country is more peaceful. It's easier to think of spiritual life.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Less disease. Less brain taxing. Everything is less. So balance time, utilize for Kåñëa consciousness. And if you have got temple, it is very happy life. Just for your food work little, and balance time engage yourself in Kåñëa consciousness. This is ideal life
 Anyway, improve this mode of life. Live in open place, produce your food grains, produce your milk, save time, chant Hare Kåñëa. Plain living, high thinking, ideal life. 

But we don't say that you starve, you unnecessarily give trouble to your body. No. Eat nicely, but simply, and save time for advancing in Kåñëa consciousness. That is our program. Nanda Mahäräja was a village man. Kåñëa was village boy. Kåñëa could live in New Delhi, but He did not like that. He lived in Våndävana, a village. But one difficulty is that it is not plain land. Little troublesome, but not very much troublesome. So is there any difficulty of not being a plain land?

Kértanänanda: It makes farming more difficult on the hill. It takes more time, more work.

Prabhupäda: Hard work.

Kértanänanda: That is good.

Prabhupäda: For cows there is no difficulty.

Kértanänanda: No.

Prabhupäda: In India, they call Pahärhé when they are accustomed to hard work. Those who live on the Himalayan side, they have to work little hard, therefore they are Pahärhé. You have accepted other's children also?

Kértanänanda: Yes. Well, especially girls who have no husbands, there are quite a few here.

Prabhupäda: Anyway, you are so kind you don't refuse anybody. That is..., who is so kind unless one is a Vaiñëava? Nobody is kind. Kåpä-sindhubhya eva ca. Kåpä-sindhu, ocean of mercy, that is Vaiñëava. Never mind what you are, come here, stay, drink milk, chant Hare Kåñëa.

Kértanänanda: The children are doing very nicely.

Prabhupäda: Yes?

Kértanänanda: And they will be our future community.

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes.

Kértanänanda: Practically it is impossible to teach these older boys how to use bulls and how to... It is very difficult, they cannot do it. But I think if we train the children.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Kåñëa Himself did it. He was king's son, Nanda Mahäräja. In the childhood, He was taking care of the calves, and when He was grown up, little, He was taking care of the cows. Kåñëa personally showed it. His father could have avoided, "No, no, You don't go. The servants will go." No. "You also go." Kåñëa-Balaräma, both. Balaräma has got the plow, tilling ground, and Kåñëa has got the flute to enchant the cows. Kåñëa-Balaräma. They were not sitting idly, although Nanda Mahäräja could keep Them without any work. No. They worked. From the beginning of childhood. They would come in the evening and mother would take care of bathing Them, changing dress, and then giving nice food, and after taking food They would go to rest. Whole day They worked. Kåñëa never taught that you sit idly. No. Personally, He did not do so, neither He taught anyone. In the Bhagavad-gétä you'll find.

niyataù kuru karma tvaà karma jyäyo hy akarmaëaù çaréra-yaträpi ca te na prasiddhyed akarmaëaù

Find out this.

Hari-çauri: What was that again, Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Niyataù. You should read Bhagavad-gétä so thoroughly for everything. That is good lawyer. Good lawyer means in the court, immediately give reference to the judge, "My Lordship, such and such law, under section...this is there." He's a good lawyer. Good lawyer means he immediately gives reference to the section on which he's talking. Immediately judgement is there. If there is previous authority and it is recorded in the lawbook, then he doesn't require to argue anymore, the evidence is there. Even in other court, if some judgement is there, they'll be accepted. This is the law. So a good lawyer means he gives references from different courts, the judgement makes easier. Instead of proceeding for a long time, he gives reference—"Here is the judgement, you see," and immediately...

"Perform your prescribed duty, for action is better than inaction. A man cannot even maintain his physical body without work."

Prabhupäda: Yes. Kåñëa consciousness does not mean to keep a set of men lazy, who cannot work. That is not Kåñëa consciousness. Everyone must work to his capacity. Prescribed duties. They accuse us that we are escaping. Huh? What is that? We do not escape. We are always busy.

Room Conversation                                  August 2, 1976, New Mayapur (French farm)

Prabhupäda: Yes, little better. Hare Kåñëa. [break] ...thinking of how to utilize the whole land. The situation is very good, good prospect. I want that self-independent here, as far as possible. But you have got enough materials. With woods you can make cottages. Then land becomes clear, then utilize it.

Bhagavän: Cows.

Prabhupäda: Cows, so many things. Free from all anxieties, chant Hare Kåñëa. Life is meant for simply chanting. This should be the motto. But because we have got this body, we have to maintain it. That much. Otherwise, we have no ambition to become a very big man in this material world, enjoy it. This is all false, useless. He'll become a big man, and one day death comes and kicks him out. So these are all false attempts. It has no meaning. The meaningful life is, so long we live, become fully Kåñëa conscious. And tyaktvä dehaà punar janma naiti mäm eti [Bg. 4.9]. That is wanted. Give facility to the people. Here is very nice arrangement. Now make plan how to utilize. You have got enough land. You can utilize for supplying the necessities of life.

Bhagavän: It's a very wonderful place.

Prabhupäda: Yes. We can get many wonderful places like this all over the world. But they have not been taught how to utilize them.

Prabhupäda: The classes should be regularly held. Those who are engaged in the field work, then let them work, but woman or others, they should hear in the class. They should attend...
Prabhupäda: Yes, it may not be the association of lazy people. Free hotel. No.

Jayapatäkä: Bhavänanda, he's strict on that.

Gargamuni: He's very strict. Without working, no one can eat.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Not only work. Attending the program. That is essential.

Jayapatäkä: They all attend maìgala-ärati, evening ärati. They should also attend morning class.

Prabhupäda: That's nice. Work is partial. These things are essential.
Room Conversation                          January 7, 1977, Bombay

And in our, this campus, actually those who are eager to advance in Kåñëa consciousness, they should live, nobody else. We give free food, free apartment, cloth and everything. "Come here. Live. As far as possible we shall provide." But this is specially meant for bhagavad-bhajana. Attend ärati, early rise in the morning, attend the functions, take prasädam... In this way everything will be reorganized, not loose things. Then what is the use of...? We have got such a... And so far the tenants are concerned, if it is possible, give them money; let them go. One, two, some have gone, and others... This whole campus should be for devotees. We don't want tenant. And it should be developed for that purpose, for developing Kåñëa consciousness. Either here or outside India or anywhere, this principle should be followed. And this hodgepodge association, society, is not the... Let it be very pure. Ekaç candras tamo hanti na ca tärä. That one moon is sufficient. There is no need of millions of stars. Hm? What do you think? One moon gives light. So, in this way, if we can make one person really Kåñëa conscious, then our mission is successful. What is the use of millions of stars twinkling? What is called? Twinkling? You should discuss all these things,

Room Conversation (Bullock Cart SKP) September 12, 1976, Våndävana

Actually no engagement. The girls are loitering in the street by dressing. It will become more and more problems, city life. So this is the solution, that they must go back to the village. 
But they are trained up to enjoy the facilities, so-called facilities, of the city. They are not going to village. But if we can introduce this hari-saìkértana, and if they have little taste, that is success. It's a great program. And that taste will come--ceto-darpaëa-märjanam. If he simply becomes little sober that "I want to eat, I have to sleep, I want some sense enjoyment and defense. So if I can get easily in the village, why shall I go three hundred miles away? Just keep in mind the psychology. So that simple life will be possible if one is bhakta. Bhaktiù pareçänubhavo viraktir anyatra syät. Only by devotion. Not by otherwise. Not by artificial means, by manufacturing toilet. Only bhakti. If they get little attachment for Kåñëa the questions will be solved automatically. And they will be happy. Undoubtedly. That is the Caitanya Mahäprabhu's first instruction. Ceto-darpaëa…
Prabhupäda: Very good life. Very good life. The village life. Provided he has got proper engagement. Otherwise his mind will be disturbed, and he'll seek after wine, after women, after this, after that. Devil's workshop.

And America has imported New England and New York, so why not New Våndävana? We should especially establish this New Våndävana, because Lord Caitanya recommended, ärädhyo bhagavän vrajeça-tanayas tad-dhäma våndävanam: "Kåñëa, the son of Nanda Mahäräja, in the Våndävana-dhäma of Vrajabhümi, is the supreme worshipable Deity, and His place Våndävana is also worshipable." The Western boys and girls are taking to Kåñëa consciousness, and they should have a place like Våndävana. Swami Kértanänanda, who went to Våndävana with me two years ago, knows what Våndävana is like, so I have instructed him to construct at least seven temples. In Våndävana, there are five thousand temples of Rädhä-Kåñëa, but the most important temples are seven, established by the Gosvämés. 

Our program is to live in New Våndävana,

depend on agriculture and cows

 as an economic solution,

and peacefully execute Kåñëa consciousness, chant Hare Kåñëa—

that is the Våndävana scheme.
Yuktähära-vihärasya... yogo bhavati duùkha-hä (Bhagavad-gétä 6.17). This human form of life isn't meant for increasing artificial needs. We should be satisfied just to maintain the body and soul together, and the rest of the time we should enhance our Kåñëa consciousness, so that after leaving this body we won't have to take another material body, but will be able to go back home, back to Godhead. That should be the motto of human life.

Room Conversation                                   November 3, 1976, Våndävana

This I want to introduce, let them be satisfied whatever they can produce themselves locally. What is that, little cloth, little food? Any man can produce these things. There is no difficulty at all. They must agree to this simple life. Otherwise, everywhere you can produce your own food and cloth and cottage. If possible you can construct big buildings. There is no need. And they should 

be satisfied, happy with Kåñëa. Then life is successful.

This I want to introduce now, anywhere.
And it is practical. It is not something bogus.
It is... We have already experimented. By God's grace we can produce everything from the lands, sarva-käma-dughä mahé, sarva-käma-dughä mahé? You can get everything. If they are satisfied with this simple life, then they 

save time for Kåñëa consciousness and happy life.
In India they don't require even cottage. One katiya (cot?) is sufficient. Keeping in one place and lay down. Eight months, at least six months, it is very nice. At night, even in daytime it is very hot, at night it is cool. So you have got very good sleep, soothing, then you become refreshed in the morning. If you have got good sleep at night, then you become refreshed, your health is regained.

Morning Walk Excerpt                     August 3, 1976, New Mayapur (French farm)

Bhagavän: The peas were good last night?

Prabhupäda: Very good, but I could not digest them. That is my fault, but, oh, it was so nice palatable. Chick peas, chick peas, grow fresh. 

Eat very nicely, keep strong, drink milk, chant Hare Kåñëa. Bas.

Don't depend on this outside work and then gradually become debauch, thief, rogues, prostitutes. Is that civilization? They cannot imagine that the modern civilization can go without all these things. Do they not? Slaughterhouse, brothel, cheating, diplomacy, roguery, drinking—without this, no civilization. We are quite opposed. We want to show it is possible, yes. You can stop all this nonsense and still you go on as a perfect civilized man. With character, knowledge, satisfaction, everything.

Conversation Pieces(2)                                Vrndavan, May 27, 1977                                                         

Prabhupäda: We have no other business. We want to see people live, 

eating very nicely nutritious food, keeping good health.

But unnecessarily artificial things, bothering, that we don't want.

Keep your health very nice, live for as many years as possible, 

and be Kåñëa conscious.
Then, next life, you go back to home, back to Godhead, permanent life.

Yad gatvä na nivartante.
This we want to give.
There is no cheating. There is no politics, no personal ambition fulfilling. 

This is our mission.
Try to convince them. There is not a little tinge of personal sense gratification. This is our... Now can you point out, any one of them, that "Here is the point, the personal sense gratification"? We are talking amongst ourselves, so if there is any flaw, you can point out. Can anyone? That "Here is the point, personal sense gratification"? There is no such things in Kåñëa consciousness. Täìdera caraëa-sebi-bhakta-sane bäs. Our only ambition is we live among devotees and execute the mission of our predecessors, Caitanya Mahäprabhu, Kåñëa. This is our ambition. 

täìdera caraëa-sebi-bhakta-sane bäs janame janame hoy ei abhiläñ
We have got ambition, but this is our ambition, that live with devotees and execute the mission of our predecessor. This is our aim. Without ambition nobody can live. Self-interest, ambition, is everywhere. But self-interest is to execute the Kåñëa's desire. That they do not know. Na te viduù svärtha-gatià hi viñëum. That they do not know. So you are Americans, and they are responding. You are responding means Americans responding. So do very carefully, and if one fourth of America becomes Vaiñëava, the whole world will change. They are the leading nation. Kåñëa has given them all facility--good land, good intelligence, good education, good facilities, good prestige. Is it not? They are fortunate. Janmaiçvarya-çruta-çré. Everything is there. Take this opportunity. This is our ambition. I went to America with this ambition, that "If the American people will take this Kåñëa consciousness..." That is coming to be fulfilled.     Tamäla Kåñëa: Kértana, Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Hm? Kértanéyaù sadä hariù. Without condition, kértana should go on. And that is the panacea of all troubles. Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura has given, jäy sakal bipod, bhaktivinod bole, jakhon o-näm gäi. This is a fact. If you always continue kértana, there is no danger. You are above all danger. Our Kértanänanda Mahäräja knows very well. He has no danger. 

He's sticking to that New Vrindaban program, improving, very good example. They eat first-class, nutritious food, and in Philadelphia also.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Pennsylvania, Port Royal.

Prabhupäda: Yes. First class. Satyabhämä gave me...

Tamäla Kåñëa: Oh, that cäpäöi.
Prabhupäda: "Too thick. How shall I eat it?" Oh, it was so nice.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Satyabhämä gave Prabhupäda this black cäpäöi. He thought, "So thick. How will I be able to eat it?"

Prabhupäda: Very delicious and easily digested. They are living very happily. You had been there?

Rämeçvara: No, I've just heard all the good reports.

Prabhupäda: 

Very happily. That is life.

 Eat very sumptuously nutritious food. 

Chant Hare Kåñëa. Bas.
What is this nonsense life, from five o'clock in the morning driving big, big trucks, "Whoosh, whoosh, whoosh, whoosh, whoosh, whoosh, whoosh, whoosh, Is that life?

Letter to: Yasomatinandana    Vrindaban   28 November, 1976 Ahmedabad

…that is our real purpose. krsi-goraksya-vanijyam vaisya karma svabhava-jam,  [Bg 18.44]. Where there is agriculture there must be cows. That is our mission: Cow protection and agriculture and if there is excess, trade. This is a no-profit scheme. For the agriculture we want to produce our own food and we want to keep cows for our own milk. The whole idea is that we are Iskcon, a community to be independent from outside help. 
This farm project is especially for the devotees to grow their own food. 
Cotton also, to make their own clothes. And keeping cows for milk and fatty products.

Our mission is to protect our devotees from unnecessary heavy work to save time for advancing in Krsna consciousness. This is our mission. So there is no question of profit, but if easily there are surplus products, then we can think of trading. Otherwise we have no such intention. 

Room Conversation                              July 27-28, 1977, Våndävana

Yaçomaténandana: They're having a very nice farm in Ahmedabad.

Prabhupäda: That's nice.

Yaçomaténandana: One hundred acres. It's all very nice level land, and we have planted crops in 150 bighäs. That is about...

Prabhupäda: So you give some... We are getting many other land. If your becomes ideal, you can teach them. People are coming for chanting?
Yaçomaténandana: Yes. One gåhastha is there, and the first week he went there, every night three hundred people were coming.

Prabhupäda: That's it.

Yaçomaténandana: And that was in the middle of the desert. Not desert, in the middle of like jungle, you know.

Prabhupäda: That I want.

Yaçomaténandana: It's fifteen minutes away from the...

Prabhupäda: We don't want any profit. We don't want any profit. 

You produce. You eat. You chant. Organize. Don't go outside.

Yaçomaténandana: Don't go to the cities.

Prabhupäda: No. Be man of character. No illicit sex, no intoxication. Vaiñëava. Eat sufficiently, dress sufficiently. Live very comfortably. Whatever profit is there, it should be invested again for books. That's... Because we are investing money, our land... Therefore we are not profited. 

Beneficiary, you. 

It is a cooperative society.

You produce your needs, live comfortably, chant Hare Kåñëa.
Our only interest is that you are taking interest in Kåñëa consciousness, working. Otherwise we don't want to exploit you. That is not... If there is no sufficient, you can... We help you manage it. 

You manage your own affair.

We give you direction. Live happily, chant. This should be.
Varëäçrama System for Devotees Must Be Introduced 

The varëäçrama-dharma should be established to become a Vaiñëava p.57

It must be done  p.56                    Always we shall try p.61

Room Conversation February 14, 1977, Mäyäpura
Satsvarüpa: ...thought they were suppressed.

Prabhupäda: Revolution means they are dissatisfied.

Satsvarüpa: French Revolution, Russian Revolution.

Prabhupäda: These things were not going nicely. Therefore gradually it broke. But if things are going nicely, people will be happy. They will not revolt. You have to keep the citizens satisfied in all respects. You must know the necessity how people are satisfied. You have to arrange the government in that way. Then there will be no revolution. Mass of people, if they are satisfied, they will not revolt. But they do not know the process. The "demoncracy," the common man is allowed to vote. He has no knowledge and he's voting. This is most condemned process. Camara-bhangi, a sweeper, he is voted to become Minister of Defense. His business is to cleanse the street, and now he's voted to become because he has got number of votes. So many bhangis, they vote, "Yes, he is our leader. He should be Defense Minister." You have to do that. This is democracy. His business is to sweep, and he's voted a defense minister.

Hari-çauri: But in, say in America, they argue that everybody's educated now. In America...

Prabhupäda: What educated? Educated means hippies. That's all. This is their education. They do not know what is meant by education. Education... University student was informed that "Next birth you may become a dog," so he said, "What is the wrong there?" This is education. Is that education, that he agrees to become a dog very happily? There is no education. Simply waste of time.

Satsvarüpa: But at least if there is extreme exploitation by a king or dictator it can't be changed. But the people...

Prabhupäda: There cannot be exploitation if things are made in order. Just like kñatriya should be trained up as kñatriya. Then he is king. Not that a bhangi by vote becomes a king. This is education.

çauryaà tejo dhåtir däkñya yuddhe cäpy apaläyanam dänam éçvara-bhävaç ca kñätraà karma svabhäva-jam

 [Bg. 18.43]

He must be very powerful, very strong, strongly built. You have seen the picture, Rämacandra? Sturdy body. You see. Lakñmaëa. Because kñatriya. They should be trained up as kñatriya. Therefore the varëäçrama college is required to train people who is able to become a brähmaëa, who is able to become a kñatriya, who is able to become... In this way division must be. And according to the quality and work there must be division for cooperation. There is a big scheme. They have lost. They do not know. All bhangis, camara, çüdras, they are simply given vote. That's all. Where is the training?

Hari-çauri: But what is the use of having big strong body if now they're using airplanes and tanks and guns.

Prabhupäda: That is your useless waste of time. Why? Therefore the war does not stop, unnecessary war, and such a big war, Kurukñetra, in eighteen days it is finished. This is decision. And this is going on, continually war, strain, politics, diplomacy, lecture, Parliament. There is no finishing of war. There is no finishing. It will go on. Just like same example: If you keep the dogs as dogs, they'll going on barking. It will never finish. So this is the civilization of dog work. It is not human civilization. Therefore it is going on. War is not stopped. Where is stop? War is stopped? No. Going on. And it will go on because they are dogs. You cannot stop their barking. There are so many things. If we follow the instruction of Bhagavad-gétä, then whole world will be... This is a fact. 

Now, how to implement it, that is another thing. It is a fact.

Hari-çauri: Because even the yavanas and mlecchas were following the kñatriya system in Kåñëa's time. Just like Jaräsandha. He had all the chivalrous respect of a kñatriya even though he was a demon. But nowadays everybody's... No one is...

Prabhupäda: Everybody's çüdra. Nobody's brähmaëa, nobody's...
Hari-çauri: No.

Prabhupäda: Çüdra is to be controlled only. They are never given to be freedom. Just like in America...They were under control. And since you have given them equal rights they are disturbing, most disturbing, always creating a fearful situation, uncultured and drunkards. What training they have got? They have got equal right? That is best, to keep them under control as slaves but give them sufficient food, sufficient cloth, not more than that. Then they will be satisfied.

Hari-çauri: If that's done then how will those who have some potential to be educated, how will we recognize them?

Prabhupäda: Either educate them or control them. Give them facility of education. But there is no education at all...So we are stressing on the point of education. You educate certain section as brähmaëa, certain section as kñatriya, certain section as vaiçya. In that education we don't discriminate because he's coming of a çüdra family. Take education. Be qualified. Then you talk. Not by votes.

Satsvarüpa: Lord Caitanya, when Rämänanda Räya brought this up He said it was not possible in this age to introduce this.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Not... He did not say possible. Ihä bähya. Caitanya Mahäprabhu was interested only on the spiritual platform. He had no idea of material side. He rejected material side.

Satsvarüpa: But don't we do that also?

Prabhupäda: No. Our position is different. We are trying to implement Kåñëa consciousness in everything. And Caitanya Mahäprabhu personally took sannyäsa. He rejected completely material. Niñkiïcana. But we are not going to be niñkiïcana. We are trying to cement the troubled position of the... That is also in the prescription of Bhagavad-gétä. We are not rejecting the whole society. Caitanya Mahäprabhu rejected everything, ihä bähya. Rejected meaning, "I do not take much interest in this." Bähya. "It is external." He was simply interested in the internal, the spiritual. But our duty is that we shall arrange the external affairs also so nicely that one day they will come to the spiritual platform very easily, paving the way. And Caitanya Mahäprabhu, personality like that, they have nothing to do with this material world. But we are preaching. We are preaching. Therefore we must pave the situation in such a way that gradually they will be promoted to the spiritual plane, which is not required.
Satsvarüpa: Varëäçrama is not required.

Prabhupäda: Not required. Caitanya Mahäprabhu denied, "I am not brähmaëa, I am not kñatriya, I am not this, I am not this." He rejected. But in the Bhagavad-gétä, the cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam [Bg. 4.13]. 

So we are Kåñëa..., preaching Kåñëa consciousness. 

It must be done.

Hari-çauri: But in Caitanya Mahäprabhu's practical preaching He only induced them to chant.

Prabhupäda: That is not possible for ordinary man.

Hari-çauri: What, to simply induce people to chant?

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Hari-çauri: He only introduced just the chanting.

Prabhupäda: But who will chant? Who'll chant?

Satsvarüpa: But if they won't chant, then neither will they train up in the varëäçrama. That's the easiest.

Prabhupäda: The chanting will be there, but you cannot expect that people will chant like Caitanya Mahäprabhu. They cannot even chant sixteen rounds. (And) these rascals are going to be Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

Satsvarüpa: No. But if they at least will chant and take some prasäda...

Prabhupäda: Chanting will go on. That is not stopped. 

But at the same time the varëäçrama-dharma must be established

to make the way easy.

Hari-çauri: Well, at least my own understanding was that the chanting was introduced in the age of Kali because varëäçrama is not possible.

Prabhupäda: Because it will cleanse the mind. Chanting will not stop.
Hari-çauri: So therefore the chanting was introduced to replace all of the systems of varëäçrama and like that.

Prabhupäda: Yes, it can replace, but who is going to replace it? The... People are not so advanced. If you imitate Haridäsa Öhäkura to chant, it is not possible.

Satsvarüpa: We tell them go on with your job but chant also.

Prabhupäda: Yes. 

Thäkaha äpanära käje, Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura. Äpanära käja ki.

Caitanya Mahäprabhu recommended, sthäne sthitaù.

And if they do not remain in the sthäna, then the sahajiyä's chanting will come.
Just like the sahajiyäs also have got the beads and..., but they have got three dozen women. This kind of chanting will go on. Just like our (name withheld). He was not fit for sannyäsa but he was given sannyäsa. And five women he was attached, and he disclosed. Therefore varëäçrama-dharma is required. Simply show-bottle will not do. 

So the varëäçrama-dharma should be introduced all over the world, and...
Satsvarüpa: Introduced starting with ISKCON community?
Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes. Brähmaëa, kñatriyas. There must be regular education.
Hari-çauri: But in our community, if the..., being as we're training up as Vaiñëavas...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hari-çauri: ...then how will we be able to make divisions in our society?

Prabhupäda: Vaiñëava is not so easy. 

The varëäçrama-dharma should be established to become a Vaiñëava.
It is not so easy to become Vaiñëava.
Hari-çauri: No, it's not a cheap thing.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Therefore this should be made. Vaiñëava, to become Vaiñëava, is not so easy. If Vaiñëava, to become Vaiñëava is so easy, why so many fall down, fall down? It is not easy. The sannyäsa is for the highest qualified brähmaëa. And simply by dressing like a Vaiñëava, that is... fall down.

Hari-çauri: So the varëäçrama system is like for the kaniñöhas, Kaniñöha-adhikäré.

Prabhupäda: Kaniñöha?

Hari-çauri: When one is only on the platform of neophyte.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes. Kaniñöha-adhikäré, yes.

Hari-çauri: Varëäçrama system is beneficial.

Prabhupäda: Kaniñöha-adhikäré means he must be a brähmaëa. That is kaniñöha-adhikäré. The spiritual life, kaniñöha-adhikäré, means he must be a qualified brähmaëa. That is kaniñöha. What is esteemed as very high position in the material world, brähmaëa, that is kaniñöha-adhikäré.

arcäyäm eva haraye püjäà yaù çraddhayehate na tad-bhakteñu cänyeñu sa bhaktaù präkåtaù småtaù

The brähmaëa means from the material stage gradually he is elevated to the spiritual stage. And below the brähmaëa there is no question of Vaiñëava.

Hari-çauri: No question of?

Prabhupäda: Vaiñëavism.

çåëvatäà sva-kathäù kåñëaù puëya-çravaëa-kértanaù hådy antaù-stho hy abhadräëi vidhunoti suhåt satäm

By becoming a brähmaëa, hearing, hearing, hearing... Or by hearing, hearing, hearing, he becomes a brähmaëa. The other qualities, çüdra quality, kñatriya, vaiçya, means finished. So then next stage is, çåëvatäà sva-kathäù kåñëaù puëya-çravaëa-kértanaù, hådy antaù... Nañöa-präyeñv abhadreñu. By this process, hearing... Without becoming a brähmaëa nobody is interested to hear. Then, by hearing, nañöa-präyeñv abhadreñu, then abhadra, means the base qualities, means ignorance and passion... These are the base qualities. So nañöa-präyeñv abhadreñu. When these base qualities are finished almost, not complete, nityaà bhägavata-sevayä, by hearing from Bhägavata or by serving the spiritual master and Kåñëa consciousness movement-

nañöa-präyeñv abhadreñu nityaà bhägavata-sevayä bhagavaty uttama-çloke bhaktir bhavati naiñöhiké Then he becomes fixed up in devotional... This devotional service is the first-grade quality of sattva-guëa.

nañöa-präyeñv abhadreñu nityaà bhägavata-sevayä bhagavaty uttama-çloke bhaktir bhavati naiñöhiké

Tadä rajas-tamo-bhäväù [SB 1.2.19]. When one is situated as a devotee, then this base quality, rajas-tamaù, ignorance and passion, the symptoms: käma-lobhädayaç ca ye. Käma, lusty desires, and greediness. Sex desire, strong sex desire or satisfy the senses, eating too much, lobha, greediness—these things go. Nityaà bhägavata-sevayä bhagavaty uttama... When one is situated in devotional service, tadä rajas-tamo-bhäväù. These are rajas-tamo... These are the symptoms of rajas-tamo-bhäväù. Tadä rajas-tamo-bhäväù käma-lobhädayaç ca ye, ceta etair anäviddham [SB 1.2.19]. The mind is no more disturbed with all these things. Sthitaà sattve prasédati. Then he is to be understood... He's in the sattva-guëa. That is perfect brahminical life. Then he'll be pleased. Prasédati. In this way, gradual step... So it is very difficult to bring, introduce varëäçrama, but at least there must be some idea. Just like in the university, nobody is going to study higher mathematics, higher English literature. Nobody goes even in your country. The classes are almost vacant. But still, the government does not close it. The expenditure is high, but there is no student, no income. Therefore the professors coming to us, "Give us some student." You know that?

Satsvarüpa: Religion professors.

Prabhupäda: Whatever it may be, higher studies...

Satsvarüpa: Yes. "Send us some of your men."

Prabhupäda: Nobody is interested with higher study. They want some technological understanding so that they can earn money. That's all. This is only interest.

Satsvarüpa: In our ISKCON, one becomes a brähmaëa after a year. It's not very hard. Everyone becomes a brähmaëa.

Prabhupäda: That is due to chanting. That lift very easily.

Hari-çauri: Where will we introduce the varëäçrama system, then?

Prabhupäda: In our society, amongst our members.

Hari-çauri: But then if everybody's being raised to the brahminical platform...

Prabhupäda: Not everybody. Why you are misunderstanding? Varëäçrama, not everybody brähmaëa.

Hari-çauri: No, but in our society practically everyone is being raised to that platform. So then one might ask what is...

Prabhupäda: That is... Everybody is being raised, but they're falling down.

Hari-çauri: So then we should make it more difficult to get...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hari-çauri: ...brahminical initiation. After four or five years.

Prabhupäda: Not necessary. You remain as a kñatriya. You'll be ha...

Hari-çauri: No need for even any brähmaëa initiation, then...

Prabhupäda: No, no.

Hari-çauri: ...unless one is...

Prabhupäda: No, brähmaëa must be there. Why do you say, generalize?

Hari-çauri: Unless one is particularly...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hari-çauri: ...inclined.

Prabhupäda: Not that a çüdra man is by force become a brähmaëa. You cannot improve. That is not possible. But even if he remains a çüdra and does accordingly, he will get the same position as devotee. Sva-karmaëä tam abhyarcya sam... [Bg. 18.46]. He'll get the perfection. At the present moment the idea is: if one remains a çüdra, then he cannot get perfection. No. Even a çüdra can get perfection provided he does the work of a çüdra perfectly.

Hari-çauri: For Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Therefore why a çüdra artificially should be a brähmaëa? Let them, let him remain a çüdra, and if he follows strictly the rules and regulation of çüdra, he'll also be as good as a brähmaëa. The same example: Just like head is as important as my leg. It is not that because it is leg, it is less important than my head. And if you ask the head, "Do the work of a leg," it is impossible. And if you ask the leg to work as a brain, that is impossible. Let him remain brain, let him remain leg, and do your duty and you become perfect.

Satsvarüpa: Today you've been saying that the Vaiñëava is the highest, above the brähmaëa. But then we've also understood that everyone in ISKCON is a Vaiñëava.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Vaiñëava everyone, even if he's not brähmaëa. Jévera svarüpa haya nitya-kåñëa-däsa [Cc. Madhya 20.108-109]. But you have to gradually bring him to that pure consciousness that "I am servant of Kåñëa." Here the bodily conception is going on, "I am American," "I am Indian," "I am this," "I am that."

Satsvarüpa: If in our society we say, "Çréla Prabhupäda wants some to be çüdra..."

Prabhupäda: No, no, no. I don't want. I want everyone to become Vaiñëava. But because he's a çüdra, it is not possible to bring him immediately to the platform of brähmaëa, or Vaiñëava. Therefore falling down. Therefore system must be. But even if he remains a çüdra, he's a Vaiñëava.

Hari-çauri: So we'd have to completely revise the whole system that we have now.
Prabhupäda: No. (Ed: yes, as we make progress) Whatever we have, that is all right. (Ed: “for now”: means for “then”see above ”at the present moment the idea is”) But we see by experience that they're falling down. There must be systematic. Why falling down? Because he was not fit for the position, therefore he has fallen. Better remain in his position and become perfect. Why artificially bring them? There is no need. Kåñëa says. Bring that Bhagavad-gétä. Sve sve karmaëy abhirataù?

Hari-çauri:

sve sve karmaëy abhirataù saàsiddhià labhate naraù sva-karma-nirataù siddhià yathä vindati tac chåëu

"By following his qualities of work, every man can become perfect. Now please hear from Me how this can be done."

Prabhupäda: Yes. He is çüdra, clerk. He can... As a çüdra, he can get the perfection. Why he should artificially become a brähmaëa and sannyäsé and fall down? This has to be checked.

Hari-çauri: So that depends upon our men who are giving recommendations.

Prabhupäda: So that recommendation is not good. Bible is giving so many recommendation. He's also not following them. (laughs)

Hari-çauri: Following them. So how will we implement? Right now we have... Every temple president can...

Prabhupäda: That is supposed. Where there is no tree, a castor seed tree is very big tree. That is going on.

Satsvarüpa: If there's no tree?

Prabhupäda: You know castor seed tree, a plant? it does not grow.

Satsvarüpa: Small.

Prabhupäda: Small. So there is no banyan tree. It is taken—"Oh, it is very big."

Hari-çauri: I don't follow the analogy.

Satsvarüpa: In the complete absence of trees, then a small tree is considered big.

Hari-çauri: Oh. (laughs) Well, say, like here in Mäyäpura now we have a situation...

Prabhupäda: No, no. Why? Why one should stress to become big tree? Here it is clearly said even if you are small tree, you can get perfection. So we should take that.

Hari-çauri: So in Mäyäpura here now we have that situation, that so many...

Prabhupäda: Everywhere, wherever, Mäyäpura or anywhere. Question is that here it is clearly said, sve sve karmaëy abhirataù. Brähmaëa has his duty, kñatriya has his duty, vaiçya has his duty, çüdra has his duty. And if he performs his duty nicely, then he also becomes perfect. 

So why artificially he should be called a brähmaëa?
Let them do, according to çästra, the work of çüdra, or vaiçya. He'll get the perfect. Perfection is not checked. But why artificially he should be made a brähmaëa or he should be made a sannyäsé and fall down and become a ludicrous? That is the point. Better let him live in his position and become perfect. That's good. That looks very nice. And that is possible. That is possible. Varëäçramäcäravatä puruñeëa paraù pumän viñëur ärädhyate [Cc. Madhya 8.58]. Viñëu, Lord Viñëu, can be worshiped if you perfectly follow the rules and regulation of four varëas and four äçramas. Here it is also said, sve sve karmaëi. You work as a perfect brähmaëa or a perfect kñatriya, perfect çüdra; you get perfection. The perfection is available in your natural life. Why should artificially you become unnatural and fall down and become ludicrous? Perfection is not checked.

Satsvarüpa: But in most of our temples, the duties are either Deity worship, brähmaëa...

Prabhupäda: Brähmaëas are available. Why you are bothering about this? Brähmaëas are also available, çüdras are also available. Why çüdra should be artificially become a brähmaëa?
Satsvarüpa: What will the çüdras do in the big city temple, in all the temples?

Prabhupäda: Why you are bringing our temples? I am talking of the principle.

Satsvarüpa: Oh.

Hari-çauri: The principle we follow. We're just thinking how it can be implemented. You were saying that it should be started in our society.

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is a very broad idea. Now we are speaking of some of them, training them. That is another thing. That is small scale.

Hari-çauri: The principle we're following.

Prabhupäda: Yes. In the... For the big scale, this is the required. In big scale you cannot make all of them as brähmaëas or sannyäsés. No. That is not possible. This is a small scale. How many percentage of people of the world we are controlling? Very insignificant. But if you want to make the whole human society perfect, then this Kåñëa consciousness movement should be introduced according to the Kåñëa's instruction, if you want to do it in a large scale for the benefit of the whole human society. Now we are picking up some of them, best. That is another thing. But Caitanya Mahäprabhu said para-upakära. Why a certain section should be picked up? The whole mass of people will get the benefit of it. Then it is required, systematic. Sve sve karmaëy abhirataù saàsiddhià labhate naraù. Para-upakära means mass benefit, not there is certain section. Then we have to introduce this varëäçrama-dharma. It must be done perfectly, and it is possible and people will be happy.

Satsvarüpa: It requires powerful influence in the society to...

Prabhupäda: Yes. If the leaders of the society, they agree. They are barking like dogs in the United Nation. They should take rightly the instruction of Bhagavad-gétä. Then everything will be all right. They're simply barking like dogs. What benefit is there? What benefit people have derived from the United Nation? Nothing. So if they want actually world peace, world unity, they must take the formula given by Kåñëa. That is our duty. Because we are preaching Kåñëa consciousness, so our duty is to convince that "You are uselessly wasting your time for unity, for benefit of the human... You take this. You'll be happy." We are safe. We have taken to Kåñëa's lotus feet shelter. There is no doubt. But... Just like Prahläda Mahäräja. He said that "I am quite happy. I have no problem. But I am thinking of these rascals." Tato vimüòha-cetasa indriyärtha: "They have made the whole aim of life sense gratification." Indriyärtha. "And for that purpose, a few years, they're making huge arrangement, how we shall become happy?" And next life a dog. It is risky. So as Kåñëa conscious men, we should try to save them. That is the duty. But this civilization as it is going on is very risky. They do not know how nature's law is working, how he's going to be a dog next life. He does not know. Müòho näbhijänäti. To save the mass people from falling down to the repetition of birth and death, that is welfare activity. To save them by Kåñëa consciousness, we have to keep this ideal at least, varëäçrama, that "Here is the position."

Hari-çauri: At this time should we try to introduce it in our centers or not?
Prabhupäda: Always we shall try. Human society will be always there. We have to serve them, para-upakära. We have to keep them in the right position.

Hari-çauri: I just remember two or three years ago there was a thing... A pamphlet came out about introducing the varëäçrama system in the society, but actually nothing came of it.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That time was not right. Now you can do something.

Satsvarüpa: That was the beginning of emphasis on farms when Prabhupäda said that, when more and more farms start, the idea of the vaiçya. But nothing else happened.

Prabhupäda: Every business is important. Brähmaëa business is important, kñatriya... Just like the body. Head is important; the arm is important; the belly is important. They must be kept in order. Just like I am in trouble because my belly is not working. Digesting power is not good. So in spite of brain, hand, and leg, I am diseased. If any part of the society remains diseased, the whole society will suffer. Therefore they must be maintained in correct order. You cannot say if there is some trouble in the leg, "Neglect the leg. Take care of the brain." No. Brain will be taxed due to the pain in the leg. This is nature. Therefore everyone should be kept in order. Then things will go on. That is varëäçrama. They do not know that. Sometimes they are giving stress... That communist is giving stress to the çüdra class, and the capitalist are giving to the belly class. And what about the head? What about the arms? And therefore topsy-turvied. Everything is disorder. There are two classes of men now-capitalist and communist. The communist is giving stress, "No. Simply the legs shall be taken care." What is called? Proly?

Hari-çauri: Proletariat.

Prabhupäda: What is that proletariat?

Satsvarüpa: The laborers.

Prabhupäda: That's all. These rascals are giving stress on the legs. And the capitalists, they are giving stress on production. And where is the kñatriya and brähmaëa?

Hari-çauri: Well, they're all giving stress to accumulation of weapons. They're all giving stress to...

Prabhupäda: That is not kñatriya's business. That is... That is... No, that is described. Kåñëa said... He arranged the battlefield, because the kñatriyas, they became very powerful by individual military strength as it is now...

Hari-çauri: Accumulation.

Prabhupäda: Ha. So Kåñëa arranged: "All right, you come together and finish yourselves." So this arrangement will be done that all atomic bomb will come in warfield-one, next, third war, finished. All these, all these demons will be finished. That is not kñatriya. This is demonic. 

Kñatriyas' business is to see that 

the four orders of life are maintained properly,

not increasing military strength only, overburdened. Everyone is spending 75% of the revenue for military. Huh? Pariträëäya sädhünäà vinäçäya ca duñkåtäm [Bg. 4.8]. So they are demons. Why so much money should be spent for military? They are not kñatriyas. They are not kñatriyas. They are demons. So demons... As soon as there will be number of demons increased, there will be war and finish all.

Hari-çauri: So at least if we successfully introduce the varëäçrama system in our own society, then when all the demons finish themselves...

Prabhupäda: At least... At least... At least they will see, "This is the ideal."

Hari-çauri: Yes. Then if there is a war after that, it will be all right.

Prabhupäda: At least ideal must be there. That we are doing. ( Ed.: ?)
Hari-çauri: This will more or less revolutionize the way we're running our centers. If we introduce it, it will more or less revolutionize the way we're running our centers.

Prabhupäda: Why? Why revolution?

Hari-çauri: Because right now our only emphasis is just to simply produce brähmaëas.

Prabhupäda: So why you are taking "we"? Why not others? This is kaniñöha-adhikäré. You are thinking of "we." That is kaniñöha-adhikäré. It is not that "we." Na tad-bhakteñu cänyeñu. You have to think for others also.

Satsvarüpa: But the people are not at our disposal to organize.

Hari-çauri: We are thinking of "we" because actually we only have our own society at the moment to organize.

Satsvarüpa: We cannot approach the masses to organize.

Hari-çauri: It can't be implemented on such a big scale.

Prabhupäda: I do not follow what you say.

Satsvarüpa: Just like...

Prabhupäda: Ideal. We are giving the ideal.

Satsvarüpa: But no one's listening and no one's taking it up except a few...

Prabhupäda:                           But you take. You show them.
Hari-çauri: That's why we say, "we."

Prabhupäda: That "We said" means not we are going to take them, but we are simply giving the ideas. We are not going to be a çüdra. But to show the... Just like you play in a drama. You are playing the part of a king. You are not a king.

Hari-çauri: No.

Prabhupäda: So similarly, just to give them idea, we have to play like that.

Hari-çauri: Well, again, that's...

Prabhupäda: Not necessarily that we are going to be çüdra. So that is it. 

That is the thing.

We are servant of Kåñëa. That's all.

And as servant of Kåñëa, we have to execute the order of Kåñëa.
Satsvarüpa: So we can ideally organize ourselves and then for the rest of the people all we can do is hope that they'll follow it.

Prabhupäda: Yes.
Bhavänanda: Set the example.

Prabhupäda: Example. Just like Bhavänanda, when there was no commode here. He was taking my stool and urine. Does it mean he is a sweeper? He's a sannyäsé Vaiñëava. Similarly, äpani äcari' jéve çikhäilä. Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, "I am not a sannyäsé." But He took sannyäsa. Actually He is God, so what is the benefit of becoming a sannyäsé, for God? But He became that. [break] In order to serve the mass of people, to bring them to the ideal position, we should try to introduce this varëäçrama, not that we are going to be candidates of varëäçrama. It is not our business. But to teach them how the world will be in peaceful position we have to introduce. 

Conversation on Roof                                February 14, 1977, Mayapur
Prabhupäda: Hm hm. (break) Cats also do not disturb. But everyone is fully fed and happy. The first problem is eating. So if you produce like tons, this corn alone can feed everyone. It is so nice food. Corn you can smash, and the powder portion you can use as flour, and the portion which is not powder, the hard portion, you can use as rice. And it is more nutritious than flour, wheat flour, and ordinary rice, and very cheap, cheaper than the ordinary rice and cheaper than the ordinary wheat. But you can utilize it--both däl, bhäta. Vegetable and fat. From milk you get so much fat. Complete food.
Bhavänanda: I was very impressed with that farm when I visited it. Nicest. I saw one little kitten in the barn, and there was milk coming out of the cow's milkbag and it was falling into the kitten's mouth.

Prabhupäda: Dropping.

Bhavänanda: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Just see. Such an important animal. And then, when she passes stool and urine, that is also nice. The milk is nutritious, the stool is useful; the urine is useful. Why this poor animal should be slaughtered? What kind of civilization? 

Your material desires, eating, sleeping, mating--fulfill it like a gentleman and

save time and make spiritual advancement.

This is to be introduced.
Why you are inventing so strenuous work and spoil time, valuable time of human life?

This we want to preach.
Save time, be spiritually advanced, and other necessities, make it gentlemanly short-cut. 

If you save time, you can read all these literatures, understand what is value of life. Therefore, the literature here. 

Not for all. The brähmaëas, educated. 

And they'll distribute the knowledge by speaking.

Others, those who are less intelligent, simply by hearing, they will be guided.
Just be convinced what kind of civilization we are trying to introduce.
We should not be carried away. Then finished. In order to check others, if we become carried away, (laughing) then finish all business. To save them from being washed away by mäyä, if we become washed away, then where is the hope? Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, janma särthaka kari' kara para-upakära. Be strong so that you may not be rascal, and then you can do; others you can check. Otherwise, it will be impossible. How it is possible? A man is drowning. If you are strong enough, you can save. But if you also become drowned, then how you'll save him? So the everything is there. 

Save yourself, save others. This is our Kåñëa consciousness movement.

First of all save yourself; then try to save others.

Or both things can go on simultaneously. The same example. If you want to save somebody who's drowning you must know that I may not be washed away. I have to remain strong; then I can save him." Everyone is presenting himself as the saver, savior.

Room Conversation                             April 19, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: At that time I was ten years old. Or twelve years. Not more than twelve years. But I liked that place very much. They still presented the foodstuff, fresh. I have been many... Not many. In the village so tasteful, fresh fruit, fresh vegetables, and they cooked so nicely. Nice milk. Everything very nutritious. That life is gone. What is this nonsense life, hanging in the daily buses, outside. 

Kåñëa advises to live village life, agriculture, and utilize time for understanding your spiritual life. That is... 

So we are trying to introduce this, this farm life.

Morning Talk                                     April 25, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: My, this farming program, theoretically there is no comparison. 

But practically people are accustomed in different way. 

To bring them to the program it will take some time. 

Otherwise my program is assured happiness, happiness assurance, if they get... 
Have your own food grown.

Keep cows.Have your own crops.

Chant Hare Kåñëa.

Tamäla Kåñëa: That goes for all over the world.

Prabhupäda: Don't go to the city. That is my determination. The hellish city. 

Room Conversation                                  May 8, 1977, Hrishikesh

But we are projecting this path for them: 

let them remain in their home,

produce their own food only and cloth and chant Hare Kåñëa.
This is our policy.
Our policy means Kåñëa's policy. Let them have sufficiently to eat, and they'll be all satisfied. If the mind is Kåñëa conscious, then they don't want anything, either liquor or meat or anything. No. This is the advantage.

Short Dissertations                                   May 24-25, 1977, Våndävana

So it is the fact. If there is civilization, that is this Aryan civilization in India, Vedic civilization. Otherwise, throughout the whole world... These people were within Aryan civilization. Aryan, Iranian, their names are given. Up to Iran, their field(?). Europeans also, Indo-European. Gradually they declined. Caitanya Mahäprabhu's mission is to make them civilized. Paçcimera loka saba müòha anäcära. They are all fools and misbehaved. Teach them this Kåñëa consciousness. They'll be happy. This is Caitanya Mahäprabhu. 

That is our next step, how to make one civilization, Kåñëa conscious.

Room Conversations February 20, 1977, Mäyäpura

Prabhupäda: Väsudeva-parä vedä väsudeva-parä... Väsudevaù sarvam iti sa mahätmä sudurlabhaù [Bg. 7.19]. This is wanted. At least, one must know. Why they should be kept in darkness? What is this civilization? They have got light. The knowledge is there. They can be educated. And unnecessarily they are kept into darkness. Is that civilization? Others may do it. They have no knowledge. Why India? India should now stand up—"Stop this nonsense." They have got this culture. That is India's mission. That is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's mission. Bhärata-bhümite haila manuñya-janma. India cannot tolerate this. Do you follow? When... Even it is not possible to introduce this movement in a large scale, there is no harm. 

Anyone who takes it, he is happy. It is very difficult. We are not expected that manuñyäëäà sahasreñu [Bg. 7.3], everyone will be able to do it. But the ideal should be there. And it is India's duty to keep this ideal, Indian people's duty, government's duty. That will keep India's prestige in the highest level. Make propaganda like that. Why India should be lowered down unnecessarily while we have got so much stock of knowledge, scientific knowledge? Am I right?

Svarüpa Dämodara: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Why? It doesn't matter, only a few persons may take, but the ideal must be there. And preach all over the world. For me it will be difficult to move everywhere, but so long my life is there, I'll give you hint. You develop it.

Svarüpa Dämodara: So far in Manipur, most people in the educated class, they all accept.

Prabhupäda: Then that will be very nice. I want to have a small Vaiñëava state-varëäçrama ideal.

Svarüpa Dämodara: This is possible in Manipur.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Therefore I thought it. Ideal Vaiñëava state. Brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, they are doing very nicely, and people will be surprised, "Oh." There is no question of hatred. It is division for proper discharge of duty.

Svarüpa Dämodara: But I saw in the airport, the policemen, they have this tilaka.

Prabhupäda: Tilaka.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Policemen, they are dressed, but they have tilaka.

Prabhupäda: Manipur? Manipur?

Svarüpa Dämodara: Yes, Manipur. And always give respect. Though I am nobody, but...

Prabhupäda: Tilaka.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Yes.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Wow. The policemen wear tilaka. There is justice for sure.

Prabhupäda: So immediately do it. I shall go. If there is such possibility... Let us have a small ideal state. If respectable gentlemen take it, oh, it will be a great success, an ideal state throughout the whole world, Vaiñëava state.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Example. You can show that example.

Prabhupäda: Show their policemen, all with tilaka, and marching, "Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare, Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare."

Tamäla Kåñëa: Do they chant there?

Svarüpa Dämodara: Yes. They have...

Prabhupäda: We shall train them. Military march, Manipur. Slogan: "Jaya Rädhe! Jaya Kåñëa! Jaya Babhruvähana! Jaya Arjuna!" And then let us go. We shall organize Bombay headquarter, Manipur Vaiñëava state, send missionary all over the world, bona fide, scientific system of religion, ideal character. Ideal character. Yasyästi bhaktir bhagavaty akiïcanä sarvair guëais tatra samäsate suräù [SB 5.18.12]. That we have to show. "Here is the sum total of all good qualities." That we have to show. 

We haven't got to go anywhere.

Knowledge, good quality, happiness, advancement of life, everything complete.
So let us go to Manipur. Arrange for that.

Room Conversations                           February 20, 1977, Mäyäpura

Prabhupäda: Staying, I have stayed big, big palaces, big, big cities. That is now complete. I have no other desire.

Tamäla Kåñëa: How long do you want to work in Bombay? I mean, till...

Prabhupäda: So long there is work. There is no end of it. Our Bombay should be organized. Work is our life. There is no question of "How long?" As long as possible. Kåñëa giving us good opportunities. Now we should take it seriously. It is not joke. "Hare Kåñëa movement is bona fide religion."

Svarüpa Dämodara: Yes, that will be...

Tamäla Kåñëa: Very important.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Yes, especially in the United States.

Prabhupäda: New York high-court decision.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Very important. This man is senior man too in the courts, very old, conservative.

Prabhupäda: But I think he's sincere.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yeah, he's God-believing. This statement that he makes at the end, this statement that "Any attempt, be it circuitous, direct, well-intentioned or not, presents a clear and present danger to this most fundamental basis and eternally needed right of our citizens." "Eternally needed right." Freedom of religion.

Prabhupäda: So we should send him a letter of congratulations. "May God bless you for such right judgment. Be... Live long life to serve God." Like that, make a nice... That is our mission.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Very honest and sincere people normally appreciate our movement. Only those who are envious...

Prabhupäda: Envious we don't care for. We don't mind. Never care for them. I didn't care anyone, any times, even my Godbrothers. Neither I care just now. I'll go on with my... Why? We are doing our duty. That's all. Under higher authoritative order. Have no fear. It is not personal gratification. So arrange for Manipur. We shall go. Let us go.

Svarüpa Dämodara: So I'll go to Delhi tomorrow and...                

Prabhupäda: Go.

Svarüpa Dämodara: ...arrange with the Home Minister. Minister of Home has to give the permit.

Prabhupäda: And then come back to Bombay?

Svarüpa Dämodara: Yes. Then I'm coming to Bombay.

Prabhupäda: Now work very strenuously. You are all young men, and somehow or other, dead horse, you have given life. Otherwise the last fortnight I was thinking I am dead now. I was thinking like that, 'Now life is finished." Life can be finished at any time. That is not wonderful. To live, that is wonderful. If my life is finished, that is not wonderful. Nobody will lament. "Oh, he was old man, eighty-two years old." But if I can live for some days more, that is wonderful. If I die, that is not wonderful.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Kåñëa is wonderful.

Prabhupäda: Kåñëa is wonderful always.

Bhavänanda: And you are wonderful.

Prabhupäda: I am wonderful so long I serve Kåñëa. Otherwise useless. No value. If I can serve Kåñëa, then I am wonderful certainly. We don't want to become cheap wonderful. We want to become really wonderful by serving Kåñëa. That is our mission. Kåñëa is wonderful undoubtedly. Who can become more wonderful than Kåñëa? Mattaù parataraà nänyat [Bg. 7.7]. Always remember, Kåñëa is wonderful. Don't take Kåñëa very slightly like one of you. That is foolishness. Kåñëa is wonderful always. He's the most wonderful person, and He can, does... He can do anything wonderful.

Svarüpa Dämodara: He can also give wonderful guru.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Guru-kåñëa-prasäde päya bhakti-latä-béja [Cc. Madhya 19.151]. It is Kåñëa's wonderful mercy that one can get guru. Guru-kåñëa-prasäde päya. Don't forget for a moment, that Kåñëa is insignificant. He's always the most wonderful. He can do anything, whatever He likes. They have no such belief. They have no such idea. They are different. "We believe in this." Not believe. This is a fact! You believe or not believe, who cares for you? Fact is fact. So arrange. We shall go. [break] "...Kåñëa is wonderful," that makes one perfect. You know that story? The cobbler and Närada Muni? Hm? The cobbler believed, "Yes, Kåñëa is wonderful." And Närada Muni immediately certified, "Yes, your salvation, this life guaranteed." The cobbler has his conviction, "Yes, Kåñëa is wonderful. Kåñëa can do anything. Kåñëa can draw an elephant through the hole of a needle. Why not? It's possible." That faith made him perfect. If Kåñëa is not wonderful, is it possible for me to do all these things? What I am?

Room Conversations                       February 20, 1977, Mäyäpura 

Prabhupäda: But when they take it as a serious thing in life, oh, everyone will be happy. Everyone will be...
Tamäla Kåñëa: That hasn't come yet.

Prabhupäda: That has not come. We want to introduce.
Tamäla Kåñëa: More spontaneous.

Prabhupäda: That is sure. Anyone who will take it, he will have the benefit. 

Such a civilization.
Tamäla Kåñëa: Is that described as rägänugä-bhakti?

Prabhupäda: Hm? No. That is not rägänugä.

Tamäla Kåñëa: No, I mean when it's more spontaneous.

Prabhupäda: That is rägänugä.

Tamäla Kåñëa: This is vaidhé-bhakti.

Prabhupäda: This is... I am speaking from my realization. It is not superficial.

Tamäla Kåñëa: No. Our platform now is simply on your order we are doing.

Prabhupäda: Even there was no such suffering. Just like I am suffering now. It is due to so many irregularities. So many. For preaching I have violated so many things. What can be done? As far as possible, I have kept pace.

Tamäla Kåñëa: (chuckling) No one could do what you have done, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: How I can... Main business is how to... Gaura-väëé-pracäriëe. 

"Let them first of all, somehow or other, yena tena prakäreëa. Then I shall impose rules and regulations and regulative..." He has... You have not seen from the very beginning. They have seen. I worked very hard. Two times lectures, cooking, and meeting and twenty-four-hours writing book, typing. Not a single moment, and still I am not wasting single moment.

Tamäla Kåñëa: No. Always thinking of Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: I was giving two tapes daily.

Tamäla Kåñëa: I remember.

Prabhupäda: Two tapes daily regularly. Bhagavad-gétä and Bhägavata. Sometimes Brahmänanda was typing, sometimes Satsvarüpa, sometimes one boy, Neil, he was typing. He was very good typist.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Stryadhéça.

Prabhupäda: Sometimes in San Francisco one girl was typing. I was giving them sufficient work. Hayagréva was typing.

Tamäla Kåñëa: You had everyone busy trying to keep up. Even now I see that you're not at all wasting a second. Even in the middle of the night you call...

Prabhupäda: No, that, my... This is my childhood practice. I do not like to see anything wasted, nor I waste. I have told you many times that on the street I am going and seeing tap is open. I don't liked to see. I stop. Why it should be wasted?

Tamäla Kåñëa: You taught us like that. Go around turning off the lights, things like that.

Prabhupäda: Dr. Bose, Kartik Chandra Bose, his father was a go-down clerk in a tanner position(?). So in go-down, däl go-down, däl was falling down from the bag. Dr. Bose, Kartik Chandra Bose, he was a boy, he was taking the däl and trying to push within the hole. So his father's name was Prasana(?) Bose. His master was a European. He said, "Oh, this boy will be very big man, your son." So he had no idea how to save it, but he was trying to. Dr. Bose personally told me that "I was trying to push the däl through the hole within the bag." That is not possible, but he did not want to see waste. Why things should be wasted? Immediately that Mr. Morrison said to Prasana Bose, "Your this child will be..." So I had the same tendency. Dr. Bose liked me very much. Very much. He found me a prototype boy.

Tamäla Kåñëa: More than his own sons.

Prabhupäda: Of course, own son is own son, but he liked me very much, very, very much. He selected.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Above other more senior men.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes, selected me. "Someday I shall appoint him manager."

Tamäla Kåñëa: The other people working there couldn't understand that so easily.

Prabhupäda: Three, four men liked me very, very much. One is my father, one is Dr. Bose, Kartik Chandra, one my Guru Mahäräja, and..., who else? One, my maternal uncle. Rakal Chandrardha. He was very rich man.

Evening Darsan                                        February 24, 1977, Mäyäpura                                                     

Prabhupäda: Let us try to give a substantial platform of civilization. Hare Kåñëa.

Hari-çauri: Hare Kåñëa. (break)

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes. Yajïäd bhavati parjanyaù. (sound of thunder and rain) This time rainfall is very beneficial for crops. This is the way of living. You perform yajïa, there will be rain. And as soon as the ground is moist, you can produce anything, whatever you want. Sarva-käma-dughä mahé. From the field, you can get all your necessities of life. The first necessity is the food grain. So food grain you can eat, and the rejected grass portion, you give to the cows. So both the animal and the man get sufficient food. And the cows will give you nice milk, and from milk you can get butter, ghee, yogurt, so many nice sweetmeat. And there is ghee, and here is food grain, then you make kacuri, puri, samosä. Then sufficient foodstuff, nice, palatable, nutritious. First necessity is ähära. You get sufficient ähära. Then make little cottage for shelter. Just like there is rainfall. Now you require little... (thunder sounds) Ähära, nidrä, bhaya, and sex. So marry.Then the whole problem is solved. 

And then, rest time you save and advance in Kåñëa conscious... This is civilization.

The Final Order

Room Conversation(2)                 October 8, 1977, Vrndavan                                                     

Prabhupäda: No luxuries. Live very simple life and you save time for chanting Hare Kåñëa.

Haàsadüta: Yes, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: That is my desire. Don't waste time for bodily comforts. You have got this body. You have to eat something. You have to cover yourself. So produce your own food and produce your own cloth. Don't waste time for luxury, and chant Hare Kåñëa. This is success of life. In this way organize as far as possible, either in Ceylon or in Czechoslovakia, wherever... Save time. Chant Hare Kåñëa. 

Don't be allured by the machine civilization.

Haàsadüta: Yes, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: This is soul-killing civilization, this kind way of life, especially European countries. Anywhere you can inhabit it. It is not very difficult. A cottage; you can produce your own food anywhere. Am I right?

Haàsadüta: Yes, Prabhupäda. We will do it.

Prabhupäda: And money, spend for Kåñëa--for Kåñëa's palace, for Kåñëa's temple, for Kåñëa's worship, gorgeous, as gorgeously as... Not for false... This is the human civilization. And to organize this, varëäçrama will help you to divide the society--brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya--as there is division in the body. That will help. Don't waste human form of body for sense gratification. I wanted to introduce this. Now I have given you ideas. You can do it. You are all intelligent. For Caitanya Mahäprabhu's para-upakära... So you do good to others. Not exploit others. Any human being who has been bestowed by this body has the capacity to chant Hare Kåñëa. Give them chance and make situation favorable. 

Is that clear?
Hamsaduta: Yes, it’s clear, Prabhupada. You have made everything very clear.

The Final Letter August, 1977
Due to his poor health, Çréla Prabhupäda was unable to personally answer all his mail. Consequently, he had authorised his secretary, Tamäl Kåñëa Goswami, to do so on his behalf. Since the replies were filled with direct quotes from Prabhupäda, they were almost as valuable as a personal letter from His Divine Grace.

On 10 August, Hari-çauri received a response to his recent update sent to Çréla Prabhupäda. The letter quickly found its way onto temple noticeboards around Australia:
Çréla Prabhupäda was most enlivened to hear the report of New Govardhana farm. His Divine Grace, in the last month or so, has been stressing the importance of these farm projects, and said:

“This is the next aspect of Krishna consciousness which I wish to push forward. If I am able to travel again then I shall visit the farms and make them perfect. On these farms we can demonstrate the full varëäçrama system. If these farms become successful, then the whole world will be enveloped by Krishna consciousness.
“From your letter I can understand how nice this farm is. I am very happy to see fresh vegetables, fresh fruits, grains, the devotees taking sumptuous prasadam and chanting Hare Krishna. This is the actual meaning of human life. It is a very good farm, from your letter I can understand.

“Whatever you build, get the building materials locally. If you can manufacture tiles locally, then your house problem is solved. Build up a bamboo frame and on it place tiles. In any event, get everything locally. 
I wish to make a farm tour, and then I shall surely visit your farm.”

I suggested to Çréla Prabhupäda that he was the farm äcärya, but Srila Prabhupäda said:

“Krishna is the Farm Äcärya. Baladeva is holding a plough, and Krishna is holding the calf. Krishna advised Nanda Mahäräja not to perform Indra-püja, but to worship the land, Govardhana, because it was supplying all foodstuffs for the residents
of Våndävana and the cows as well.”
So Çréla Prabhupäda wants you to develop this farm very nicely, as it will be the future program to present to the world as the ideal of Krishna consciousness. In the cities, we are interested for preaching, but we cannot present the ideal varëäçrama system. This is only possible at the farms, so they are very important. (From the Great Transcendental Adventure)

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.5.36                  Våndävana, August 17, 1974

This is our duty. We have to, for existence, struggle for existence... There is, according to cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù... [Bg. 4.13]. There is prescription of duties according to guëa we have acquired, and let us work, but at the same time... Kurväëä yatra karmäëi, bhagavat, bhagavac-chikñayä. Or by the will of Kåñëa we are put under certain condition of life. Never mind. Kåñëa has made me, say, a çüdra, not a brähmaëa. A çüdra also has got work to do. Paricaryätmakaà käryaà çüdra-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. So if we simply remember that "Kåñëa has put me in this condition of life, I am a çüdra," that is very nice. Tat te 'nukampäà su-samékñamäëo bhuïjäna evätma-kåtaà vipäkam [SB 10.14.8]. A devotee is satisfied always. He does not grudge, that "I am put into this condition. Why I'm not put into the condition of a king or a learned brähmaëa?" No. "Whatever condition Kåñëa has given me, that is all right." Tat te anukampäm, it is His grace. "By His grace I have got this position."

Conversation: "How to Secure Brahmacärés"                             June 24, 1977, Våndävana

Why so many big, big universities for inviting everyone? There is no need. Educated means brähmaëa, kñatriya. Brähmaëa will give real knowledge, and kñatriyas will govern. For vaiçyas and çüdras, there is no... It is waste of time. Formerly it was done so. The vaiçyas, they have got a son, goes to a shopkeeper: "Please here let my son work with you. He doesn't want any salary." So he gets engagement. Then, by seeing, seeing, he becomes little important. And the proprietor gives him some hand expense. And then, one day, he becomes very expert. He starts his own business. That was the system. Why he should go and waste time for education? A boy is given to a carpenter. He learns very easily. A weaver, he learns very easily. A shopkeeper, grocer, he learns very easily. That is education. Why he should waste time for academic education and create unemployment? So long he's not educated, he has got enough employment. Still they take in the morning, say, half a mound of òäl and goes home to home: (Hindi) So by saying, after mound of òäl, he makes up these two, three rupees' profit. That's all. Where is unemployment?

Room Conversation                                       March 21, 1975, Calcutta                                                         
Prabhupäda: Realize the Supreme, that is the first and foremost aim, but at the same time, to keep the whole human society in perfect happiness, according to the direction of God. Just like I told you that Kåñëa says, annäd bhavanti bhütäni. If you want to keep the living entities, both men and animal, you must arrange for their nice fooding. Who can deny this philosophy?

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 5.5.29 Våndävana, November 16, 1976

So this is the age. So everyone is trying to be happy. That happiness is not possible. That peace is not possible unless you have got a leader or king like Bharata Mahäräja, after whose name this planet is called Bhäratavarña, this Bharata Mahäräja. So we have to find out such leader. Then everything will be adjusted. It is the... Now we are speaking of secular state. Secular state does not mean people will become godless. No. Secular state means that no religious preference. "Because you are Hindu, therefore we shall give you more preference than the Muhammadan"—no. Secular state means that the state should see that everyone is strictly following his religious principle. That is secular state. If you are Hindu or varëäçrami, then you must follow the principles of how one is a brähmaëa, how one is a kñatriya. Hinduism, this is a foreign word. Real principle is varëäçrama-dharma. Varnäçramäcäravatä puruñeëa paraù pumän viñëur arädhyate [Cc. Madhya 8.58]. This is the aim of life, how to worship Viñëu. That is explained, and that is the training of this varëäçrama-dharma.

Çré Rämänanda Räya quoted this when Caitanya Mahäprabhu inquired from him what is sädhya-sädhana. "What is the business of the human society and what is the aim of human society?" This was the question put forward by Caitanya Mahäprabhu. He first of all quoted varëäçrama. The human society begins when there is varëäçrama-dharma. Otherwise it is animal society. There is no human society. That is beginning of human society, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya. Kåñëa says, cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam [Bg. 4.13]. My Guru Mahäräja also wanted to establish daiva-varëäçrama. Yes. There must be the human society, not this, daiva-varëäçrama, not this äsuric varëäçrama. Äsuric varëäçrama... Just like Rävaëa. He was also son of a brähmaëa, but he was rejected, that "You are not brähmaëa; you are räkñasa because you do not care for Bhagavän Rämacandra." So this is the verdict of the çästra. So therefore daiva-varëäçrama. Varnäçrama should be established on the principles of devata, to make people devata. Devata means viñëu bhaktaù bhaved daiva äsuras tad-viparyayaù. Unless one is not a Vaiñëava, he cannot be a devata. He cannot be a civilized man.
Position Without Qualification
…we are taking the post or some position without qualification.

That must be rectified. P. 3
Room Conversation                    December 12, 1970, Indore                                                         

So here it is said that känyakubje dvijaù. Dvijaù means he was offered the sacred thread. That means he was born in a brähmaëa family. Janmanä jäyate çüdraù. Everyone is born a çüdra, a foolish. Sudra means a foolish man who simply laments. That is the real meaning of çüdra. Anyone who has no intelligence, he is çüdra. We also generally say, gadäh, less intelligent. So brähmaëas, kñatriyas, vaiçyas, they are called higher caste. According to their... Brähmaëa, first-class because his intelligence is first-class. Kñatriya, his intelligence is second-class. Vaiçya, his intelligence is third-class. And çüdra means fourth-class. And less than çüdra, they are called païcama, caëòäla. They are accepted as animals, those who are less than çüdras. This is the Vedic system. Now, here it is said that this Ajamila, dvija... Dvija means he was properly initiated, second birth. First birth by father, mother, is çüdra. Anyone, even if he is born in a brähmaëa family, the natural birth is considered as çüdra. But if there is garbhädhäna-saàskära, then he's accepted as born brähmaëa, born brähmaëa. Still, one is born brähmaëa, he has to undergo the saàskäras. So our, this... Now it is known as Hindu society although the "Hindu" word is given by the Mohammedans. It is called sanätana-dharma or varëäçrama society, who very strictly follow the four divisions, social divisions of varëa—brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra—and four divisions of spiritual life—brahmacäré, gåhastha, vänaprastha, and sannyäsa. So our, the Vedic system is called varëäçrama. Varëa means the social order. Äçrama means spiritual division. Therefore those who are following strictly the Vedic principle, that family life is called gåhastha äçrama. Äçrama. Whenever you add this word äçrama there is spiritual significance. So all the division-brahmacäré, gåhastha, vänaprastha, and sannyäsa—they are known as äçrama. Anyone can understand äçrama. As soon as there is äçrama that means "Here some men, saintly persons, spiritually advanced persons, lives." That is äçrama. So that äçrama, when a student follows the regulative principles, he is supposed to be situated in brahmacäré äçrama. A householder living with family, husband, wife, children, if they are following strictly the regulative principles—gåhastha äçrama. Similarly, retired life, if he is following the regulative principles—the vänaprastha äçrama. Similarly, a renounced life, sannyäsa, if he is following the regulative principles, that is sannyäsa äçrama. Not that imitating somebody, I put on a saffron dress and I become a sannyäsé and by begging I live. 

This has killed the whole Hindu society or the sanätana-dharma society. 

Unqualified persons, they do not know the regulative principles but for solution of economic problem they dress themselves. P. 84
This is Kali-yuga. They will pass on simply by the dress without any knowledge. 
Morning Walk                           December 8, 1973, Los Angeles

This has killed the Indian, I mean Vedic culture when they began to claim superiority simply by birth without any qualification. That killed the whole civilization…that foolishness has killed the whole Vedic civilization.

Discussion                                        May 15, 1975, Perth                                                            
Prabhupäda: They already there, four classes of men, but they should be properly trained up. Then the society will be in order. Just like this man, he is considered to be first-class man in the society. He is in charge of some department. But actually, he is fourth class. So as he is little trained up by a moment's instruction, if he ag rees to be trained up, he can become. He's young man, within thirty years.

 “Why there is chaotic condition?” And the simple reason is there is no this cätur-varëya system is lost. Practically without any brahminical culture, kñatriya culture, people remain çüdras, the fourth-class man. Or fifth-class men. So unless there are first-class men, second-class men, at least third-class men, only fourth-class, fifth-class, sixth-class men, how they can conduct. That is not possible. Therefore it is enjoined that cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam [Bg. 4.13]. This division of the society must be observed.

Educational institution, there should be, but the education…. Just like in a university, they have different departments: medical department, engineering department, or biological and so many, psychological, chemical, physical…. They have so many departments. But there is no department, brahminical, kshatriyacal, or vaiçya, nothing.                                              Bg 4.13 LECTURE  Bombay 2 April 1974
Room Conv. with Dr. John Mize    June 23, 1975, Los Angeles
Prabhupäda: Yes, Kåñëa created these four division, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, but He does not belong to any one of them. He is neither brähmaëa nor kñatriya nor vaiçya nor çüdra. He is transcendental. Similarly, our philosophy—just to make the human society very peaceful and making progress we wish to establish this system. A first-class man, group of men, brähmaëas, they will guide the kñatriyas, and the kñatriyas, the administrators, they will guide the vaiçya. Vaiçya means agriculture and cow protection and trade. And çüdra means those who are neither brähmaëa nor kñatriya nor vaiçyas. They are simply worker, assistant. So there must be division like this. The brähmaëas should guide the kñatriyas, and the kñatriyas will administer the state, and the vaiçyas will produce foodstuff, and çüdras will help. Cooperation for common benefit. But the aim is spiritual realization. That is perfect society. If everyone is çüdra, without any aim of life, then there will be chaos. 
This division is already there, simply the training is not there. Therefore, there is chaos. 

( see p. 199)
Conversation with Governor April 20, 1975, Våndävana

Prabhupäda: Ah. Varnäçrama college, that training factual brähmaëa. And the government should be, as I explained to you, that if one is proclaiming himself as a brähmaëa, he must act as a brähmaëa. If one is proclaiming as a kñatriya, he must act as a kñatriya. Otherwise, there will be no restriction, and a çüdra will claim to be brähmaëa. That will create a disturbing situation. In Påthu Mahäräja's time it was strictly prohibited that... That is stated in Bhagavad-gétä, sva-dharme nidhanaà çreyaù para-dharmo bhayävahaù. So if one is claiming to be brähmaëa he must be brähmaëa. That is another way of reforming the society. And nowadays everyone is a çüdra, and somebody is claiming, "I am brähmaëa," "I am kñatriya," "I am this," "I am that." Formerly the brähmaëas (were) strictly following. They would not accept... In the çästras it is said that the brähmaëa in bad time may become a kñatriya. Just like Dronäcärya. He was brähmaëa, but he became a kñatriya for certain reason, and acting like kñatriya, although he was respected as brähmaëa, but he was acting as a kñatriya. So it is advised that brähmaëa may take the profession of a kñatriya and up to the vaiçya. But if he takes the profession of a çüdra, then he is fallen. Then he is fallen.
Hari-çauri: So we'd have to completely revise the whole system that we have now.

Prabhupäda: No. (Ed: yes, gradually phase to “as we make progress”) Whatever we have, that is all right. (Ed: “for now”: means for “then”.) But we see by experience that they're falling down. There must be systematic. Why falling down? Because he was not fit for the position, therefore he has fallen. Better remain in his position and become perfect. Why artificially bring them? There is no need. Kåñëa says. Bring that Bhagavad-gétä. Sve sve karmaëy abhirataù?

Room Conversation                           October 18, 1977, Våndävana

Prabhupäda: And Dr. Ghosh has his scheme, but actually the scheme is there in the Bhagavad-gétä and Çrémad-Bhägavatam. We want to introduce that scheme to our Gurukula. We haven't got to manufacture scheme. Is that correct?

Giriräja: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Let them learn to rise early in the morning and cleanse. This is the first scheme. This will keep their health nice. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam [Bg. 4.13]. Unless in the human society the varëäçrama system is introduced, no scheme or social order (ED: Society), health order or any order, political order, will be successful.

Bhagavän: Everything is there very clearly in your books, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: A man-made scheme-useless.
Unless in the human society 

the varëäçrama system is introduced,

no scheme or social order (Society), health order or any order, 

political order, will be successful. Oct 18, 1977 (final)
Srila Prabhupada on 

Rules and Regulations

Chronologically from the Conversations

The GBC can supervise that things are going on.

The first management is that each and every member in the temple is chanting sixteen rounds regularly and following the regulations, that's all. …                                          p.209

Who is my disciple? First of all let him follow strictly the disciplined rules.         P. 136
December 21, 1970, Surat                                                        

Devotee (3): Is it all right to finish rounds(?) in the temple when there's nothing to do?

Prabhupäda: No.
Devotee (3): This afternoon.

Prabhupäda: Not afternoon. You have to do it in the morning when there is nothing. (BEFORE- see p.89)

February 17, 1971, Gorakhpur                                                      

Prabhupäda: Therefore you are, we have prescribed rules for chanting. You must finish sixteen rounds, then go to sleep, whole day sleeping. You finish that sixteen rounds and sleep whole day. I have no objection. (laughter)             Devotee: But then...

Prabhupäda: There is no then. Don't talk nonsense. If you are so much addicted to sleeping, you simply chant sixteen rounds and whole day sleep. But don't take food also. (laughter) Don't get up taking prasädam. "Now I have to honor prasädam. Let me eat sumptuous, then again sleep more."

Devotee: Is there some order of priority in service then? I mean, sixteen rounds is more important than anything else. And then following that, there's something else.

Prabhupäda: That's all right. If you cannot do anything else, you simply chant sixteen rounds, take prasädam, and sleep. (laughter) It is special prerogative for you. There is no then. This is, this is order for you.

Devotee: In a situation where there's a choice between say chanting and reading. Is chanting a better activity than reading?

Prabhupäda: Yes, chanting and reading is the same thing.

Devotee: But is one better than the other?

Prabhupäda: No better. That I explained. It is absolute. Either you chant or read, the same thing. But you have to fulfill the sixteen rounds. That's it. All right. Let us... (end)

Room Conversation                                        June 11, 1974, Paris

All fourth-class men. Not fourth-class, less than fourth-class. Fourth-class has got also some regulative duty. But at the present moment, no regulative duty. Anyone can do whatever he likes, whatever he thinks. All fifth-class, sixth-class men. No regulative principle. The human life is meant for regulative principles. Just like we are insisting our students only for regulative principles just to make them real human life. No regulative principle means animal life.
So anyone who cannot carry the regulative principles is animal.

 ‘

Morning Walk                                        June 19, 1974, Germany                                                           
Prabhupäda: ...five items. No illicit sex, no gambling, no intoxication, no meat-eating and chant sixteen rounds. Is it very difficult task?

Haàsadüta: No.

Prabhupäda: And why people do not take it?

Haàsadüta: They are just foolish.

Prabhupäda: If by following these five principles one can be saved from all problems of life...
Radio Interview                                          March 12, 1968, San Francisco

Prabhupäda: Yes, I am the spiritual master of this institution, and all the members of the society, they're supposed to be my disciples. They follow the rules and regulations which I ask them to follow, and they are initiated by me spiritually.

Interviewer: Not to eat meat?

Prabhupäda: No. They are prohibited from illicit sex life. They are prohibited to intoxication. They do not smoke even, what to speak of other intoxications. And they are prohibited not to indulge in gambling. So if they can observe these four rules and regulations, they become perfect men. Simply.

Room Conversation                                  June 29, 1972, San Diego

Depend on Kåñëa. But our main business is to preach Kåñëa consciousness and follow the rules and regulations, chant sixteen rounds, Hare Kåñëa mantra.

Room Conversation with Indian Guests     July 11, 1973, London

Guest (7): To chant Kåñëa's name, I was wondering if I could have the blessing and the beads.

Prabhupäda: Yes. You can have the beads, but there is a process. Whether you are prepared to... Otherwise, you can chant. There is no restriction. You can take the beads and chant. But if you want to be officially initiated, there are certain rules and regulations, and other things. But without being officially initiated, nobody is barred from chanting. You can chant. Just like Ekalavya, he was speaking. Although he was not initiated by Droëäcärya, he became a good archer, simply by practicing. Similarly you can practice: chant Hare Kåñëa.

Morning Walk                                    December 21, 1973, Los Angeles

Guest (1): [break] She is also doing that japa. And while this mälä, doing mälä, and doing the japa, the mind doesn't remain fixed in God. You know, it wanders about. So what is the way of fixing the mind?

Prabhupäda: To hear. "Hare Kåñëa." Chant and hear.

Guest (1): Speak loudly.

Guest (2) (Indian lady): Speak loudly but still the mind goes away here and there.

Prabhupäda: Then that is called... abhyäsa-yoga-yuktena cetasä nänya-gäminä [Bg. 8.8]. That you have to practice. (Hindi) We have got a säìkhya, that "You must perform so many times." It doesn't matter what is... Then gradually, (Hindi). This is the only...

harer näma harer näma harer nämaiva kevalam

kalau nästy eva nästy eva nästy eva gatir anyathä

 [Cc. Ädi 17.21]

(Hindi) So we have to follow, and actually it is becoming effective.

Guest (2): I think it takes many births to have the effect.

Prabhupäda: No, you can have immediately, provided you follow the rules and regulations. That's all. Not many births, immediately. Tat-kñaëät. Çuçrüñubhis tat-kñaëät. In the Bhägavata it is said. Éçvaraù sadyo hådy avarudhyate çuçrüñubhis tat-kñaëät. The tat-kñaëät means immediately. But one must very eager. That's all. That is the only qualification. Otherwise, Çukadeva Gosvämé would not... Vyäsadeva would not have used this word, tat-kñaëät, immediately.

Morning Walk                                March 9, 1974, Mäyäpura 

Prabhupäda: Yes. Because if there is no other alternative, what can I do? In the beginning I had no disciples. So I was cooking myself. So one gentleman, he... Later on, he became my disciple. He gave me some place. I was cooking. And in the refrigerator, I saw there was meat. (laughs) So I asked: "What is this?" He said, "It is for cats. I don't take meat." "All right. (laughter) I'll do (?)." So of course, I stayed there for three, four days. And if I cry, "Oh, I have violated my rules and regulations..." Rules and regulations can be violated when there is urgent necessity of service, not whimsically or for one's sense gratification. And that is, of course, in our present..., with the permission of the spiritual master, not one should think, "Oh, I have become so much great devotee, I can violate all the rules and regulations." No, you cannot. If there is need of violating rules and regulations, you must take permission. Now we have no temple. Under the circumstances, we are doing that. So you construct the temple as soon as possible so that people may not criticize you. [break]

Morning Walk                                        April 20, 1974, Hyderabad

Païcadraviòa: ...such devotees that they do service, they may be very big, they attract so many people, they are successful, kértana and everything, but we know they are not chanting japa. What can we do in that situation? Are we...

Prabhupäda: Situation, he is doing some service. He is doing some service.                

Païcadraviòa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: So because on account of that service, if he could not, that can be excused. But not that practice should be taken as permanent business. The regulation is that if you cannot finish your chanting that day, then next day you should forget sleeping and eating and must finish it.

Païcadraviòa: Some persons we encounter they don't even chant at all, and yet we are in association with them, and they are...

Prabhupäda: No, if you miss on account of busy-ness, then next day you must finish it. You should not go to sleep. You should not... Yes, that day you should forget all other business. First of all compensate this.

Satsvarüpa: Some devotees have it as a chronic condition, though.

Prabhupäda: Then he is animal.
Satsvarüpa: But still, he's doing lots of good devotional service.

Païcadraviòa: He may even be manager.
Prabhupäda: Then they will get some chance later on. What is that devotee, if you do not follow the regulative principles? The business is that if one day you cannot, but finish. The next day you must finish. Now, for eating, he is very eager, and for sleeping, he is very eager, and for finishing chanting, he has no eagerness. Then he is animal. It is simply an excuse. Yesterday you had no time? You were very busy? All right. Today you forget your sleeping and eating. Finish it. That is wanted. [break] And only for chanting, you have no time. This is not allowed. This is not allowed. This is cheating, that "I am so busy."
Païcadraviòa: Most of these devotees in Hyderabad, they are chanting twenty-five rounds a day or more.

Prabhupäda: That's all right. If you can chant more, that is good. [break]

Païcadraviòa: ...must associate with them, that is difficult.

Prabhupäda: But you do your business. You don't follow them. That's all. You remain perfect. There are many imperfects, admitting, but you try to remain perfect so that they may see you, your behavior, and they may follow you. If everyone is sincere in his activity, then where is the question? The society means if I am defective, I am seeing that you are doing nicely, so I will be ashamed. That is also teaching. Actually that should be the practice. If I cannot finish my sixteen rounds due to some business, then next day I must finish it. If you say that "Next day also, I am busy," then you should forego your eating and sleeping and finish it. That is the way. You are so busy, but you do not forget your eating and sleeping. That is cheating. If you are so busy that you forget your eating and sleeping, then I can consider that you are very busy. But you do not forget this portion. "Whenever there is opportunity, I sleep and eat. And I have no time for chanting"—this is cheating. How long you can go on by cheating? You must finish it. Hare Kåñëa. Somebody, after initiation he promises, "Yes, I shall follow these rules and regulations. I shall chant sixteen rounds," before the fire, before the Deity, before the guru, and if he does not follow, then he is a cheater. What to speak of his becoming a Vaiñëava, he is a cheater. He breaks all his promises. Therefore after seeing, observing a person is doing everything, then say second initiation, or then he should not be recommended for second initiation unless the president and the other authorities see that he is doing nicely, he is following. Otherwise he should not be recommended. If he is recommended, that is also another cheating. If you know that this person is not following the rules and regulation, then why should you recommend him? Then it is another cheating. Viddhi-bhakti must be followed; otherwise it becomes sahajiyä.

Morning Walk                                          June 8, 1974, Geneva

This illicit sex, even with wife... If sex life is indulged after the period of menstruation, that is also illicit sex. There are so many rules and regulations about sex life in Vedic culture. That is real use of sex life. In the Bhagavad-gétä, sex life, He says that dharmäviruddhaù kämo 'smi. "Sex life which is under regulative principle of the Vedic knowledge," Kåñëa says, "I am that sex life. I am that sex life." And beyond that, that is illicit sex life. And yesterday I was reading that dharma... When there is irreligious sex, then it increases varëa-saìkara, unwanted population. So the modern civilization, they're letting loose the women for prostitution, and they want nice children. That is not possible.

Paramahaàsa: Sometimes people say, "I'm too dirty, too contaminated to come."

Prabhupäda: "I'm too dirty"?

Paramahaàsa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: So cleanse yourself. Why don't you cleanse? Ceto-darpaëa-märjanam [Cc. Antya 20.12]. The cleansing process is chant Hare Kåñëa and you'll be cleansed. Why do you stick to dirtiness? Be cleansed. If you agree that you are in dirtiness, then take the process of cleansing the dirt. 

Paramahaàsa: Sometimes people argue that they've been born a sinful person. I know you said once in an article that vice is not inherent in the living entity.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Paramahaàsa: That vice, or sinful activity is not something one is born with, that he acquires those qualities. But many people believe today that they are born, you know...

Prabhupäda: But we are giving you the process of cleansing. Why you are persisting to remain unclean? We are giving you the medicine. We are all unclean. Now we are attempting and we are becoming clean. Why don't you come and be cleansed?[break]...Navadvépa. From the day you arrive there, you'll be cleansed. I have got such a nice place. Come there, and stay, according to our rules and regulations. He'll be cleansed. One may be diseased but there are so many clinics, so many physicians, cleaning. Why should you insist to remain unclean? [break] That is accepted. Janmanä jäyate çüdraù (?). By birth, everyone is a çüdra. Çüdra means unclean. Saàskäräd bhaved dvijaù. But he takes to the reformatory methods, he becomes cleansed, dvija, twice-born, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya.

Morning Walk                                                   June 14, 1974, Paris

Devotee: If the senses are controlled, but his mind is contemplating sense objects, is he a pretender or is he becoming purified?

Prabhupäda: No, no. By controlling the senses, gradually the mind will be controlled. You know. In the..., the tiger and the lion trained up to play in the circus, do you know how it is done?

Dhanaïjaya: They starve the animals.

Prabhupäda: No.

Puñöa-kåñëa: They feed them every time, whenever they do something.

Prabhupäda: No, after catching them from the forest, they kept within the bars, and no eating for at least one week. Then the trainer comes. Only whips. He comes, and open the doors and only: (makes sound) Flosh, flosh, flosh. So already he's hungry, weak, and he's whipped. In this way, he becomes fearful. As soon as the man comes, he becomes fearful. Then he gives him little food. In this way, after all it is animal, he thinks that "This man is my God. He can save me. He can kill me." Then he takes to him. Whatever he says, he takes. Similarly, if you do not give the ingredients for sense enjoyment, the mind will be controlled. That is the beginning. You simply... Don't give... The mind wants, "Now let me go to the restaurant." "No, sir." Beat him with shoes. Instead of going to the restaurant, he beats the mind with shoes. Then mind will not again say, "Go to the restaurant." That is called swami, gosvämé. One who can control his mind, that is gosvämé. We giving the title "Gosvämé" But if you cannot control your mind, then you are unfit. Go means senses, and svämé means master. One who can control the senses and master, he is gosvämé. (pause) ...definition of gosvämé there: väco vegaà krodha-vegaà manasa-vegam udara-vegam upastha-vegam, etän vegän yo viñaheta dhéraù påthivéà sa çiñyät [NoI 1]. You have to control the impulse of speaking, väco vegam, the impulse of becoming angry, väco vegam, krodha-vegam. Then manasa-vegam, force of the mind. Then udara-vegam, the belly. Belly, already, although it is filled up, and as soon as there is some nice... Please fill up again, again. This you have to control, udara-vegam. Udaropastha-vegam, genital. In this way, one who has controlled all these forces, he is able to make disciple all over the world. Otherwise, not this rascal guru. As soon as he saw one very beautiful secretary, "Oh, let me enjoy." And he's guru. So these are cheating. And people want to be cheated. Therefore the cheaters are there. [break] ...fourteen years old. A fourteen years old cannot be induced to marry a twenty-six years girl. That is unnatural. And by medical examination, it is found that he's at least thirty-two years. It is declared in the medical, and still, the rascals following him. That he's cheating by talking false things. So in one sense, the Western boys and young generation, they are actually hankering after some spiritual life. So any Indian, so-called sädhu and guru comes, they go there. But they are cheated unfortunately. So you make your society so strong that you be not cheated, and others may not cheat. Then it will be first-class. And if you make another society of cheaters and cheated, there is no profit. Therefore you have to follow the rules and regulations very strictly and become serious. Then you'll be ideal. People are in need of some spiritual energy. Therefore, as soon as some swamis or guru comes, they flock together to get some food. But these rascals are cheating. So you don't do that.

Paramahaàsa: It's also said that if you follow perfectly the rules and regulations, but don't develop love for Kåñëa, then you have wasted your time.

Prabhupäda: Yes, but if you follow the rules and regulations, automatically, you'll love Kåñëa. Sädhakänäm ayaà premëaù prädurbhäve bhavet kramaù. These are the stepping-stones. The devotional service develops by association. So if the associates are pure devotees, anyone who will come to that association will become devotee. [break] ...just like a young man and young woman. The devotion is there, love is there, but in the beginning, they should mix, or some presentation should be given, some, something eatable should be accepted, should be given. In this way, when the association is thick and thin, the love is there. The love is already there. It has to awakened by a certain process. Dadäti pratigåhëäti bhuìkte bhojayate guhyam äkhyäti påcchati ca ñaò-vidhaà préti-lakñaëam. These are six types of loving principles, that you give, if you want to love somebody, you give something. And whatever he or she offers, you take from him. Dadäti pratigåhëäti. You give him something to eat, and whatever he or she gives, you eat. Bhuìkte bhojayate ca. And guhyam äkhyäti påcchati. And you try to understand his heart, and your heart be disclosed to him or her. If you follow these principles, automatically the loving propensity will awaken. It is already there. It is not artificial. It has simply to be awakened by a certain process. So that process we are prescribing, to rise early in the morning, have maìgala-ärätrika, worship Deity, offer food stuff, eat prasädam, chant Hare Kåñëa. Anyone who will follow this principle, he will become purified. There is no need of education, because the devotion is already there. By following these rules and regulations, it will be awakened. As, as, as in this straw, there is fire. Now, you ignite it, and just fan it, and the fire will come. It is already there, fire. But you know, you must know the process how to ignite fire. Huge fire will come. You can burn the whole garden from this straw. Is it not? So you must know the process, how to ignite fire. Fire is already there, in these trees, in these straws, in this grass. Fire is already there. That, that is the process. First of all, you must know that fire is already there. Now ignite. Then it comes more. Then burning, blazing. So the blazing fire is required. But that will come gradually. If you follow the process. That is described by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu in the Çikñäñöakam, ceto-darpaëa-märjanam [Cc. Antya 20.12]. The first step will be cleansing of the heart. And in the heart there is God, already. Éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà håd-deçe 'rjuna tiñöhati [Bg. 18.61]. The Lord is situated in everyone's heart. So actually yoga system is to find out the Lord within the heart. That is meditation. Lord is there already: simply we have to find it out. That, that if, if you are informed that within this park there is one hundred weight of gold is lying there. Now you have to find out. But the indication is there. Éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà håd-deçe 'rjuna tiñöhati [Bg. 18.61]. The Lord, the Supreme Lord, is situated in everyone's heart. Now find him out. That is yoga system. So these people, without finding out the Lord by practicing... (end) 

Room Conversation with Bishop Kelly     June 29, 1974, Melbourne

Prabhupäda: Duty has to be done despite all inconveniences. That is very important thing. The example is given that one has to take bathing early in the morning, but because it is cold, one cannot avoid it. He must bathe.

Prabhupäda: This nonsense thing has created all problems. Therefore Vedic civilization is—first teaching is brahmacäré—how to learn to avoid sex life. If one can continue without sex life he is praised, naiñöhika-brahmacäré. If one cannot, all right you become a perfect gåhastha. So many rules and regulations. Dharmäviruddhaù käma, that is all right, but if you use sex life for sense gratification and becomes implicated in so many sinful activities, then how he'll be happy? A sinful man cannot become happy, that is not possible.

Morning Walk                                           March 11, 1975, London

Brahmänanda: Why it took Paraçuräma twenty-one times to defeat?

Prabhupäda: They were not properly doing their duties. So Paraçuräma said, "I will kill all of them." Formerly kñatriyas were guided by the brähmaëas, even Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, all the rules and regulations. But the brähmaëas were the legislative assembly. And kñatriyas were the executive, and the vaiçyas, productive, and çüdras worker. At the present moment there is no director, neither executive. Some of them are only productive, and some of them are worker, most of them. Therefore it is said, kalau çüdraù-sambhavaù. In the Kali-yuga, mostly all the people are çüdras. Because they are workers.

Room Conversation with Yoga Student        March 14, 1975, Iran

Prabhupäda: Then hear me, that if you chant Räma, then gradually you will get attachment for Räma. Then how you can give it up?
Indian man: Ah, that is what I am lacking.
Prabhupäda: That means you haven't got the attachment. Your procedure has been failure.
Indian man: Ah, but sir, what is lacking?

Prabhupäda: Lacking, there are so many things. But one who is actually chanting Räma, the result will be that he will get attachment. That is the process. Ädau çraddhä tato sädhu-saìgaù atha bhajana-kriyä, tato anartha-nivåttiù syät tato niñöha tato ruciù tathä äsaktiù tato bhävaù. This will increase. Just like if you have gone to school—you have learned, began to learning—then your learning will increase. And one day you will come to the stage of passing M.A. examination. And if it fails, that mean you did not go to school very seriously. Otherwise the general process is you make progress and come to the standard of passing M.A. examination. Then if you have gone to school and you have not followed the rules and regulations, you have not attended the teacher, the lessons, then you failure. That I am saying, that that is not very seriously taken that "I am going to school. I must learn it." If one is serious, then... That is recommended,

utsähät dhairyät niçcayät tat-tat-karma-pravartanät sato våtteù sädhu-saìge sadbhiù bhaktiù prasidhyati

These are the process. First of all the first process is utsähaù, enthusiasm: "I must advance in spiritual life." That is required. And if you are failing enthusiasm, then in the beginning it is failure.

Conversation with Indian Guests         April 12, 1975, Hyderabad

Read Bhagavad-gétä thoroughly, follow the rules and regulations, then your life will be successful.

Room Conversation with Jesuit              May 19, 1975, Melbourne

Prabhupäda: No. Married life is good, that if you follow the rules and regulations. Otherwise...

Prabhupäda: No, we don't accept as disciple anyone who does not follow the rules and regulations.

Room Conversation with Two Lawyers and Guest    May 22, 1975, Melbourne 

Prabhupäda: These are different words. You can understand what is the meaning of çamaù. Çamaù means controlling the mind. So damaù means controlling the senses. If you first of all control the mind, then you can control the senses. Then çamo damaù sattvam.

Amogha: Tapaù çaucam.

Prabhupäda: Tapaù. Tapaù, tapasya, austerity. Austerity. Then you have to consult what is the austerity? The austerity is, beginning of austerity is the sex control. That is austerity, brahmacarya. Tapasä brahmacaryeëa [SB 6.1.13]. And that brahmacarya you can observe by following certain rules and regulations, 

Room Conversation                                  June 26, 1975, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: I say you don't believe, you don't take it. Why you are insisting on that point? If you don't believe, you don't take it. If you don't believe the whole book or the whole society, then who forbids you?

Devotee (2): We were hoping that there are some things which can be improved, because they have not been set up by you.

Prabhupäda: No. You cannot improve. Whatever we are, we are.

Devotee (2): Why can we not improve it?

Prabhupäda: No. There is no possibility.

Devotee (2): Then what is the use of action?

Prabhupäda: Action, whatever action we can do by chanting Hare Kåñëa, that's all.

Devotee (2): But we also have to make varëäçrama society or farms or businesses.

Prabhupäda: That, when we shall do, we shall see to it.

Devotee (2): But we are doing it. We are.

Devotee (1): We are doing it now, and that's the question...

Prabhupäda: So do it in your own way.

Devotee (2): We don't want to. We want to do everything Kåñëa's way.

Prabhupäda: Stop it. Stop it. I say stop it. You have come to me for my advice. I say you stop it.

Devotee (2): Then, we say, what should we do?

Prabhupäda: You should do your business. That's all. Earn money and enjoy.

Devotee (2): No, I mean what should we do Kåñëa consciously?

Prabhupäda: You give up Kåñëa consciousness, I say. That is my advice.

Devotee (2): Why should we do that?

Prabhupäda: Then that I cannot say.

Devotee (1): Isn't there a middle of the road?

Prabhupäda: If you are finding so many faults, you give it up.

Devotee (1): No. We're not finding fault.

Prabhupäda: Then there is no other advance, alternative. No alternative. Either you accept or reject it.

Devotee (1): We accept, but we would like some instruction on...

Prabhupäda: No. I have no such knowledge to convince you.

Devotee (1): No, we accept Kåñëa consciousness philosophy...

Prabhupäda: That's all right. Accept, or if you reject, reject.

Devotee (1): We accept.

Devotee (2): We want to apply it.

Devotee (1): We want to apply it to the world as it is now.

Prabhupäda: No no. You cannot. You are not authorized.

Devotee (1): Well, who is authorized?

Prabhupäda: The authorized... You are not authorized. Who is authorized, that is not your business.

Devotee (2): Then what does it mean to become disciple?

Prabhupäda: Disciple, if you don't like, give it up.

Devotee (2): We do like it.

Prabhupäda: You have already given up.

Devotee (2): If we didn't like it, we would not come here.

Prabhupäda: No, no. You have already given up. My disciples do not keep so many hair.

Devotee (2): Many of your disciples do.

Prabhupäda: No. I don't accept that. You just this one circle, little. But those who are keeping big hairs, they are rejected from my disciples.

Devotee (2): All right. That is clearing some things up.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Devotee (2): This is what we want to know.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Devotee (2): Because then that is an unequivocal statement.

Prabhupäda: No. This is, that you can, that anyone who is keeping hairs and not following the rules and regulations, they are rejected from second initiation.

Devotee (2): What if they are keeping hair but they are following the rules and regulations.

Prabhupäda: Then let them follow. That's a good life. But from external features he must be a Vaiñëava.

Devotee (2): To get second initiation.

Devotee (1): Does that mean shaved head?

Prabhupäda: Caitanya Mahäprabhu, when His students used to come without tilaka, so He refused to see his face. He refused to see his face. He said it is a crematory ground.

Devotee (2): Why is that?

Prabhupäda: There is no "why." If you accept it, accept. If you don't accept, leave us, leave us. There is no "why."

Devotee (2): Then that is...

Prabhupäda: You are not following strictly. You cannot ask why.

Devotee (2): We could not ask why when we were following strictly either, Prabhupäda. So I'm sorry that it has to be this way.

Prabhupäda: No, our thing is that we have got some principles. If anyone cannot follow, then we don't accept him.

Devotee (1): Then what do you do with the rest of the world, except for the few people who...
Prabhupäda: So what I can do I am doing. Therefore you have no right to ask me. What is possible by me I am doing. And those who are able to follow, they are following. That's all.

Devotee (2): But they cannot engage anyone else. How can you reach the intelligent class?

Prabhupäda: So that is their business. That is not your business.

Devotee (2): We are trying to be disciples, so we considered it our business because we are sincerely trying.

Prabhupäda: So why you are bothering me? You do your business.

Devotee (2): Because from you only...

Prabhupäda: I do not accept you because you are keeping hairs.

Devotee (2): I did not know that.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Devotee (2): You never told me that in Hawaii.

Prabhupäda: Now I say, I'll repeat that anyone who is keeping long hairs, he is no more my disciple.
Devotee (2): All right.

Prabhupäda: This is the first condition.

Devotee (1): Does that apply also for householder dharma, or is that simply for brahmacäré dharma? Even you... I have pictures of you on the Bhägavatam when you did not have shaved head, with a mustache when you were doing your business as a householder. So does that apply to householders, or only to brahmacärés, that a householder must also keep a shaved head or is that...?

Prabhupäda: At that time I was not initiated. You were seeing my picture, mustaches, at that time I was not initiated. Since I became initiated, I have shaven.
Devotee (1): Well, in India where one can do business...

Prabhupäda: I can... Why you are bringing this question? You ask, "Why you had mustaches?" I say when I had mustaches, at that time, I was not initiated. That answer is given. That's all.
Room Conversation with Devotees August 1, 1975, New Orleans Farm
Prabhupäda: No, no, unless our men are trained up, why you should allow to stay here and to wife. We want trained up men, not third-class picked-up. We want men who will follow the rules and regulations and fully trained up. Otherwise we don't want. We don't want ordinary karmés and... And if he agrees to be trained up, then we'll take. Otherwise what is the use of bringing some useless men? He must agree to produce his own food, and work. Our rules and regulations, he must follow. Then it will be ideal community. Otherwise, if you bring from here and there some men and fill up, that is not good thing. This is a training institution, to become devotee.

Morning Walk                                 September 15, 1975, Våndävana

Dhåñöaketu: Because once this question was asked that... In class a devotee asked that "I'm losing my taste for serving the Deity, and I don't know what to do," and so they asked this question. So...

Prabhupäda: He can chant. There is no question of "I am losing interest." If he is actually following the rules and regulations, there is no question of losing interest.

Hari-çauri: There is never any decrease.

Dhåñöaketu: You mean if one simply follows everything that is outlined in the temple schedule and...

Prabhupäda: Yes. That should be strictly followed.
Dhåñöaketu: Then his feeling will gradually develop. He'll gradually develop love then.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Anartha-nivåttiù syät tato niñöhä. If his anartha is decreased, then he becomes firmly fixed up. There is no question of decreasing. (end)

Morning Walk                                     September 30, 1975, Bombay

Dr. Patel: No, these boys who are recruited newly. They don't have much about the idea of Vaiñëavism.

Prabhupäda: That's all right. That's a fact. But what can I do? They are my helper.

Dr. Patel: They have to be trained up earlier and then let loose. Otherwise, you know, they create it. Because all the bad impressions are for them.

Prabhupäda: No. They'll be trained while working. Not that simply theorizing at home, no.

Dr. Patel: That's right, but I think...

Prabhupäda: They should work, and at the same time, they may fall down, just like a child tries to walk, falls down, again walks, again... Then he becomes complete.

Dr. Patel: Those thirty characteristics of a sädhu that are depicted in the, in Bhägavata....

Prabhupäda: That is not possible in one day.

Dr. Patel: Thirty cannot come, but a few should come.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Few that... They are... Yasyästi bhaktir bhagavaty akiïcanä sarvair guëais tatra samäsate [SB 5.18.12]. If they have got unflinching faith in Kåñëa and guru, that is all qualification.

Dr. Patel: That is a fact.

Prabhupäda: That is all qualification. Yasyästi bhaktir bhagavaty akiïcan sarvair guëaiù. All these qualities are already there.

Dr. Patel: But for that you see, he has to withdraw his mind and all the senses from...

Prabhupäda: Even he does not withdraw, even it is suduräcära, api cet suduräcäro bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk sädhur eva saù [Bg. 9.30].

Dr. Patel: But then bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk.

Prabhupäda: Yes, ananya-bhäk, they are doing that.
Dr. Patel: Without severing his mind, anywhere he goes...

Prabhupäda: No. They are fixed up in Kåñëa. That is a fact. That is a fact. You cannot bribe them to take from this Kåñëa consciousness. That is not possible. They may commit some mistake, but they are fixed up in Kåñëa. That is bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk. You cannot deviate them. Sädhur eva sa mantavyaù [Bg. 9.30]. So this qualification they have, and for this qualification they will be triumphant, without anything else. We shall return now?

Dr. Patel: Those thirty qualifications do come naturally, as you say, but they come slowly. But (Hindi) we must teach them this in the kåñëa-bhakti, the qualities of a real sädhu.

Prabhupäda: If you make a condition that "First of all you become qualified; then you preach," that will never come. Rüpa Gosvämé therefore recommends, yena tena prakäreëa mana kåñëe niveçayet: "Somehow or other bring him to Kåñëa consciousness." Then other... Sarve vidhi-niñedhäù. Vidhi-niñedhäù. Sarve vidhi-niñedhä syur etayor eva kiìkaräù. Automatically they'll come as servant. First of all let their mind be fixed up on Kåñëa consciousness.

Dr. Patel: But the present difficulties are because they don't know the vidhi-niñedhas.

Prabhupäda: So how they can know?

Dr. Patel: That is the difficulty.

Prabhupäda: How they can know?

Dr. Patel: That is the difficulty.

Prabhupäda: So we... we are bringing them from which status? Yes. You cannot expect that they will be perfect all of a sudden, overnight. It is not possible. But their mind being fixed up on Kåñëa consciousness, that is the first qualification. They do not know anything beyond Kåñëa. That's all.

Dr. Patel: In our Vaiñëava religions this vidhi-niñedha is a must right from the beginning.

Prabhupäda: Yes. It is must. It is must. But you cannot force in the beginning. That is not possible.

Dr. Patel: But they have to be explained of it.

Prabhupäda: But if they fix up their mind in Kåñëa, the vidhi-niñedha automatically will come. That process I adopted. When they came to me I never said that "You don't do this, don't do that, don't do that." No. "You simply come here and chant Hare Kåñëa." These are... Old students learned. I never said that "You have to follow these rules, these regulations, then you can come..." Because if chanting is properly done, then ceto-darpaëa-märjanam [Cc. Antya 20.12]—the mind will be cleansed of all dirty things. Çåëvatäà sva-kathä kåñëa puëya-çravaëa-kértanaù [SB 1.2.17]. Simply by hearing and chanting, they will be pious. Hådy antaù 'stho hy abhadräëi vidhunoti suhåt satäm. Kåñëa is there. As soon as He sees one devotee is sincerely chanting, He'll help, cleansing the heart. Vidhunoti... You will read Ajämila upäkhyäna. Simply by chanting Näräyaëa...

Dr. Patel: Ajämila got it.

Prabhupäda: Offenseless.

Morning Walk                                        November 2, 1975, Nairobi

Prabhupäda: What does he do, that priest?

Brahmänanda: He's a businessman.

Prabhupäda: Business. So is that...? The business is the occupation of brähmaëa? You are already fallen. How he can criticize others?

Indian woman: That is all, brähmaëas, all brähmaëas, there is no big knowledge. That is Çiva. Çiva is the head.

Prabhupäda: That's all. Çiva is the head, but whether you are brähmaëa? That is the question.

Indian woman: They don't know, understand.

Prabhupäda: Brähmaëa's qualification is there—çama, dama, titikña, ärjavam and jïänam, vijïänam, ästikyam, brahma-karma... [Bg. 18.42]. Everything is there, the symptoms. So you are doing business, the occupation of the vaiçyas or çüdras, and how you are claiming to become brähmaëa? The... Who is a brähmaëa, that symptoms is there in the çästra. And not only the symptoms, Närada Muni has said, "If these symptoms are found elsewhere, then he should be accepted according to the symptom." There is no question of birth. Yasya hi yaû lakñanäm proktaà varëäbhivyanjakaà yady anyäträpi dåñyeta tat tenaiva viniriset. This is Närada's vision. So it is the symptom. Just like a doctor, medical man. He diagnoses according to the symptom. He finds out the cause. So symptom is required, not that a man has become diseased or healthy by birth. No. By birth he is born. Then again, when he develops certain types of symptom, so one has to take him in that way. That is çästra. We are accepting, or giving them sacred thread, brähmaëa, after seeing that they are actually acting as a brähmaëa, not superficially. Therefore we take some time to see whether he can develop brahminical symptom. That is our process, not that anyone comes, and we give him a sacred thread and he becomes immediately brähmaëa. We don't do this. First of all give him chance. Let him chant Hare Kåñëa, follows the rules and regulations. Then let us see. If he is actually serious, he has developed the symptom, then... This is the proper way. Even one comes from the brähmaëa family—he wants initiation—we don't give immediately, even if he is coming from a brähmaëa... That is a good facility, that he is born in a brähmaëa family, but the symptom is the first necessity. Either you are born in a brähmaëa family or çüdra family, it doesn't matter.

Indian man (6): (unclear)

Brahmänanda: What is that? The brähmaëas who come over from?

Indian man (6): From ISKCON center. We have a tendency (unclear)

Brahmänanda: Yes. So what is your question?

Indian man (6): So don't you think that the blame should not be, usually be laid on the Africans but on the whole...?

Brahmänanda: He's saying that the brähmaëas who comes from our overseas temples here, it's their responsibility to see that the Africans follow properly, because the Africans will follow their example.

Prabhupäda: Yes, it is for that purpose they have come. That is the purpose, missionary purpose, here. We come here not to earn some money but to see that this culture is spread. So what is his question?

Brahmänanda: So it's the responsibility then of those who are coming as the missionaries to set the proper example.

Prabhupäda: Yes, certainly.

Brahmänanda: Because then the Africans will follow that proper example.

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. Yes, he is right.

Brahmänanda: If they set a bad example, then they will follow bad example, then the criticism of the Indians will be justified.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That's it. So those who cannot follow, they should not come here. And ask from the origin that "Those who cannot strictly follow the rules and regulations, they should not come at all. It will set a bad example. They should be forbidden to come here." That I was speaking, that instead of filling with bad cows, better keep the cowshed vacant. That I was speaking. Those who cannot strictly follow our principles, they should not come here. It is bad example. By mistake, if somebody does, he should be regretful and he should rectify. That is another thing. But not willingly he should neglect. Then such person is not required at all.

Devotee (7): Prabhupäda, in the movement there is sometimes difficulty, and...

Prabhupäda: What is the difficulty? You chant sixteen rounds and follow the regulative... Where is the difficulty?

Devotee (7): If they will not accept instruction, then...

Cyavana: Then what is your instruction? If they won't accept your instruction, then what is your instruction? Must be bogus. Huh? If your instruction is pure, then they'll accept. If your instruction is not pure, who will accept? I will not accept.

Prabhupäda: No, "Example is better than precept." If you actually follow strictly the rules and regulations and chant sixteen rounds, why they'll not follow? They'll follow. If you are not attending class, if you are not attending maìgala ärati, if you are not finishing sixteen rounds, then that is bad example.

Brahmänanda: This boy didn't attend mangal ärati.

Prabhupäda: Don't set bad example. That is detrimental.

Devotee (7): Çréla Prabhupäda, is it for the advanced devotees...?

Prabhupäda: Nobody is advanced. Everyone is student. He must follow. There is no question of advanced.

Devotee (7): I mean, they call çüdras...

Prabhupäda: Çüdras? Çüdra, how he can be devotee? Çüdras are never devotee.

Indian man (4): No, he says sometimes the devotees, they call the other devotee that "You are çüdra."

Prabhupäda: That is jokingly. (laughter)

Indian man (4): Prabhupäda, sometimes you have said that this Gäyatré was first spoken by the Lord, and this is a sound vibration of the Kåñëa's flute, and it was heard by Brahma. Right? And these brähmaëas, so-called brähmaëas...

Prabhupäda: There is no question of "so-called." We want real brähmaëa. That's all. It was heard by the real brähmaëa, Brahma. Brahma, Brahma.

Indian man (4): So they worship Gäyatré. They say it like as a...

Prabhupäda: They... Whatever they say, you forget that. You do your own duty. You follow the rules and regulation and do the needful. Why you...?

Indian man (4): But we have to make them understand very clearly.

Prabhupäda: But they will never understand. You don't waste your time. Go on with your duty. When they will see that you are actually acting as brähmaëa, they will appreciate.

Indian woman: Time will come. They will notice.

Prabhupäda: Yes, they will appreciate. But if you don't follow strictly, then it is useless to criticize them also. You are also victim; they are also victim.
Devotee (8): When chanting our sixteen rounds, we are not sure if these rounds are sincere...

Prabhupäda: You should be sure.

Devotee (8): How can we be sure?

Prabhupäda: There is beads.

Brahmänanda: No, he's saying that when we chant our rounds, how can we be sure that when we chant the round that the round is a perfect, attentive round, sincere?

Prabhupäda: Therefore it is çästra, "You must." There is no question of understanding.

Brahmänanda: The quality of the chanting he's asking. How can we make the quality the best?

Prabhupäda: Quality, you'll understand first of all come to the quality. Without having quality, how he'll understand the quality? You follow the instruction of your spiritual master, of the çästra. That is your duty. Quality, no quality—it is not your position to understand. When the quality comes there is no force. You will have a taste for chanting. You will desire at that time, "Why sixteen round? Why not sixteen thousand rounds?" That is quality. That is quality. It is by force. You'll not do it; therefore at least sixteen rounds. But when you come to the quality, you will feel yourself, "Why sixteen? Why not sixteen thousand?" That is quality, automatically. Just like Haridäsa Öhäkura was doing. He was not forced to do. Even Caitanya Mahäprabhu, He requested, "Now you are old enough. You can reduce." So he refused, "No. Up to the end of my life I shall go on." That is quality. Have you got such tendency that you will go on chanting and nothing to do? That is quality. Now you are forced to do. Where is the question of quality? That is given a chance so that one day you may come to the quality, not that you have come to the quality. Quality is different. Athäçaktiù. Açakti, attachment. Just like Rüpa Gosvämé says that "How shall I chant with one tongue, and how shall I hear, two ears? Had it been millions of tongue and trillions of ear, then I could enjoy it." This is quality. Quality is not so cheap. Maybe after many births. For the time being you go on following the rules and regulations. It is being done by force. Where is the quality? So you wanted to understand quality. This is the quality. You'll not be forced, but automatically you'll desire. That is quality. I am writing books. I am not being forced by anyone. Everyone can do that. Why one does not do it? Why I get up at night, one o'clock, and do this job? Because I cannot do without it. How one will do it artificially? This is quality. Therefore they like my purports. That quality is shown by Caitanya Mahäprabhu. Çunyayitaà jagat sarvaà govinda virahena me. "Oh, I do not see Govinda. The whole world is vacant." Çunyayitaà jagat sarvaà govinda virahena me. This is quality. Just like we have got practical example. One man's beloved has died, and he is seeing the whole universe vacant. Is it vacant? So that is quality of love. So there is no formula of quality. It is to be understood by himself. Just like if after eating something you feel refreshed and get strength, that is quality. You haven't got to take certificate: "Will you give me a certificate that I have eaten?" You'll understand whether eaten or not. That is quality. When you will feel so much ecstasy in chanting Hare Kåñëa, that is quality. Not artificially—"Chant. Chant. Otherwise get out." This is not quality. This is in expectation that someday you may come to quality. That requires time. That requires sincerity. But quality is there. Çravanädi çuddha citte karaye... It will be awakened. Not by force. Just like love between two persons, it cannot be forced. "You must love him. You must love her." Oh, that is no love. That is not love. When automatically you love one another, that is quality. Dora vede(?) prema. And therefore formerly, at least in the Indian society, at an early age they were married. There is no quality in that quality. But gradually, remaining together, the quality of love increases. Then the wife takes care of the husband, and the husband takes care. They become bound up, united in love. That is quality. In the beginning, what the child knows about love? No. But they are allowed to remain as husband and wife. They are thinking that "I have got my husband," "I have got my wife," and as the age increases, the dealings become intimate. Then they become affectionate. That is quality. Not in the beginning there is any quality. It is by the parents' arrangement. That's all. In our day, the marriage was performed when the girl is ten years, twelve years, nine years. Twelve years is very late marriage. My second sister, she became twelve years old. So my mother became so disturbed that "This girl is not being married. Shall I commit suicide?" Yes. You see? My eldest sister, she was nine years old, older than me, and she was married before my birth. And my mother-in-law was married at the age of seven years, and my father-in-law was eleven years. I was married... My wife was eleven years. So in this age there is no question of love. It is not that the husband and wife lives together, no. Unless the girl is grown up, she is not going to the husband. She remains with the father and mother. Sometimes they meet, and the wife is taught, giving some sweetmeat to the husband-official. Official. The parents of the girl: "Just go up to your husband and offer this." So she comes as obedient servant. But gradually they get the connection. In this way the love develops, and when they are fifteen, sixteen years old, they are allowed to live together. Because both of them have already developed that "She is my wife," "He is my husband," psychologically. And there was no question of divorce. The love is so strong, they cannot dream even that "I have to leave my wife," "I have to leave my husband." They cannot dream it. They may fight. The husband and wife fighting, that is not unusual. Therefore Canakya Paëòita says, "Fight between the husband, wife, never take it seriously." Daàpatye kalahe caiva baàbhäraàbhe laghu-kriya: "They'll make all arambha, but it is not very important. Don't take." Next moment they will again live peacefully. So according to Indian culture, there is no divorce. There is no question of divorce. Both the husband and wife, they cannot dream of divorce. The love was so strong. Even Gandhi's life, he fought with his wife and pushed her out of the house: "Get out, I don't want you." And Kasturabhai, she began to cry on the street, "Where shall I go? You have driven me away." Then Gandhi said, "Come on." Finished. (laughter) He has written in his life’

Morning Walk                              March 2, 1976, Mäyäpur

Hådayänanda: Maintenance is much more simple, easier, less expensive for them on a farm.
Prabhupäda: If they do not follow the rules and regulations, then what is the use?

Morning Walk                               March 10, 1976, Mäyäpur

Prabhupäda: No, you should always remember that either gåhastha or brahmacäré or sannyäsé, nobody can strictly follow all the rules and regulations of them. In the Kali-yuga it is not possible. So if I find simply fault with you, and if you find fault with me, then it will be factional, and our real business will be hampered. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu has recommended that hari-näma, chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra, should be very rigidly performed, which is common for everyone: gåhastha, vänaprastha or sannyäsé. They should always chant Hare Kåñëa mantra. Then everything will be adjusted. Otherwise it is impossible to advance. We shall be complicated with the details only. This is called niyamägrahaù. I think I have explained.

Madhudviña: In the Nectar of Instruction.

Prabhupäda: Niyamagrahaù is not good. Niyama means regulative principles. And niyama-ägrahaù is niyamägrahaù. Ägrahaù means not to accept. And niyama-ägraha. Ägraha means only eager to follow the regulative principles, but no advancement spiritually. Both of them are called niyamägrahaù. So the basic principle is that niyamägrahaù is not recommended. The real business is that.... And if we advance in Kåñëa consciousness, simple method, chanting twenty-four hours, kértanéyaù sadä hariù [Cc. Ädi 17.31], then things will be automatically adjusted. You cannot find in Kali-yuga everything is being done very correctly, to the point. That is very difficult. Just like our poet, Allen Ginsberg. He was always accusing me, "Swamijé, you are very conservative and strict." Actually, I told him that "I am never strict, neither I am conservative. If I become conservative, then I cannot live here for a moment. So I'm not at all conservative." (laughter) I was cooking, and I saw in the, what is called, refrigerator of Yeargen, Yeargon? What is his...?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yeah. (sic:) Jergen. That boy you were staying with.

Prabhupäda: Ah, ah! I saw he kept some pieces of meat for his cat. So still, I kept my things in that refrigerator. What can be done? I had no place at that time.

Morning Walk                                            March 11, 1976, Mäyäpur

Païcadraviòa: How does that work, that if somebody has the association of a pure devotee for only a lava, one-eleventh of a second, that he attains all perfection?

Prabhupäda: If he is so sincere.... Just like dried wood immediately ignites. And if it is moist, it does not. It is the quality of the wood. One takes three hundred years; one in three minutes. That's it. [break] One is dry from the material moist of contamination, he becomes immediately ignited in spiritual...

Tamäla Kåñëa: What is that drying process?

Prabhupäda: Drying process is for many, many years one has tried to become Kåñëa conscious, for many, many lives, bahünäà janmanäm ante [Bg. 7.19]. When he actually becomes man of knowledge he surrenders unto God. Otherwise he is lost. His drying process may take three minute or three millions years.

Guru-kåpä: But that knowledge that Kåñëa is everything comes by Kåñëa's mercy, Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Kåñëa's mercy is already there, but if you are not able to take it...

Païcadravida: Then you don't even have to hear from a self-realized soul. Simply by seeing him you can become completely purified.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Both required. The matches must be also all right, and the wood must be also. Then there is fire. If one of them is defective, then, it will not.... But when you go to the fire, you become dry. But willfully we put again water. This nonsense business makes us late. This process is already there, how to become dry. But instead of taking the process, we put water. Then how it will be ignited? The rules and regulations is the drying process. But without following the rules and regulation, if you again become a victimized by mäyä, then there is water and again dry it. So this is going on, watering and drying, watering and drying. No staightforward process for drying. That will help. But difficulty is that we dry and again water.

Viñëujana: Çréla Prabhupäda, how did Choöa Haridäsa achieve perfection by killing himself after apparently pouring water on his devotional creeper by talking to a woman?

Prabhupäda: His instance was that even an associate of Caitanya Mahäprabhu can fall down. And if one falls down, his punishment is that, suicide. There is no other punishment. He must commit suicide. This is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's instruc.... Otherwise he is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's personal servant. He cannot fall down. But Caitanya Mahäprabhu showed this instance that "Even one is My personal servant, he can fall down." And if anyone by any cause he falls down, his punishment is he must commit suicide. This is instruction.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Very strict.

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. "You have fallen down? You must commit suicide. No more My association."

Puñöa Kåñëa: Is that the same as in the Bhagavad-gétä where Kåñëa says, "For one who is honored, dishonor is worse than death"?

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is another thing. Caitanya Mahäprabhu personally taught this. To be victimized by mäyä is possi.... There is possibility.... Just like Jaya and Vijaya. They were gatekeepers in the Vaikuëöha. They also fell down, Hiraëyakaçipu. So this falldown, there is possibility in any moment because we are very small. We can be captivated by mäyä at any moment. Therefore we shall be very, very careful. And if you fall down, then punishment is you make suicide. That's all. Then next life we shall see.

Satsvarüpa: But Çréla Prabhupäda, in The Nectar of Devotion it says devotional service is so pure that there's no präyaçcitta necessary. Just again engage in your service.

Prabhupäda: Yes. This is not präyaçcitta. This is exemplary punishment. He was not liable to be punished, but they played that "This is the.... This should be done."

Guru-kåpä: He did not kill himself immediately. He waited for a year.

Prabhupäda: He was waiting if Caitanya Mahäprabhu would accept him again. But when he saw that Caitanya Mahäprabhu is not so lenient, he committed suicide. Vajräd api kaöora. Harder than the thunderbolt and softer than the rose. This is the position.

Tamäla Kåñëa: But, Prabhupäda, if you were as strict as.... If you were that strict...

Prabhupäda: No, I am not Caitanya Prabhu. I am not.... Why you are comparing me? I am an ordinary man.

Guru-kåpä: So in ISKCON, if someone falls down, it means that he should commit suicide?

Prabhupäda: No.

Gurudäsa: We wouldn't have much of a movement, then.

Puñöa Kåñëa: We're too attached to our bodies anyway, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: No, no, if he falls down, that is automatically suicide. If he falls down, that means it is suicide. He got the chance. If he falls down, that is suicide.

Guru-kåpä: Spiritual suicide.

Prabhupäda: Spiritual suicide. If one gets the chance of becoming eligible for going back to home, back to Godhead, and if he commits mistake and it is stopped, is it not suicide?

Guru-kåpä: You once gave the example, Çréla Prabhupäda, of taking your plane off the ground and then bringing it back to land again.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Guru-kåpä: You once gave the example that you take your plane to a destination, and you have to turn around and come back and start all over again, take off again.

Prabhupäda: There are so many. Dåòha-vrata. Bhajante mam dåòha-vrata. So we should be very strong-minded and continue our devotional service very strongly.

Païcadraviòa: ...went to America, what was your idea of what would be your program when you got there?

Prabhupäda: This idea: I shall speak to don't eat meat, and they'll immediately kick me out. (laughter) That was my program. And I was going to say that "Don't eat meat. No illicit sex," and immediately they will kick me out. "All right." I never thought that you would accept it. That is the idea of my poetry. That is sung, no? You have got that?

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: And I was asking Kåñëa, "I do not know why You have brought me here. As soon as I will say these things, they will kick me out. What is Your program, I do not know." (chuckles)

Akñayänanda: Everybody knows in their heart that actually these things are wrong.

Lokanätha: You are so expert. For one year you did not mention those rules and regulations, I heard.

Prabhupäda: No, I simply said, "Come and join and chant."
Lokanätha: And when they developed higher taste, then you said, "Now no more meat-eating." [break]

Morning Walk                                       April 8, 1976, Mäyäpur

Prabhupäda: ...simply man looks after the animals, that he's strong and happy, they'll get food grains, the cooperation, and both of them happy. But they're not looking to that. They are trying to sell the grains and get more money, and purchase wine and enjoy. And when the animal will be unable to work, sell him to the slaughterhouse and get money. And for these sinful activities, they are suffering.

Hari-çauri: Their idea is just to exploit.

Prabhupäda: Hah, yes. Everyone is trying to get more, and nature's order is that you take only to maintain your body and soul together. That's all. If you take more, then you are thief, you'll be punished by the laws of nature. This is going on. Laws of nature are so fine that by material activities you'll never be satisfied, and at the time of death, he'll lament that "I could not satisfy my desires. Let me take..." "All right, take another body. Satisfy." This is nature's punishment. Karmaëä daiva netreëa jantur dehopapattaye [SB 3.31.1]. Simple things. We desire, and nature will give you another body. mäyä-yanträrüòhäni. He'll give you, "Ride on this car, you wanted, on this body." And this... This is creation of mäyä. Éçvaraù sarva-bhütänäà håd-deçe... [Bg. 18.61]. Kåñëa is there, orders mäyä, "He wants to enjoy life. Give him this body." "Come on, here is a hog's body, eat nicely, stool. Come on." He did not like to eat prasädam. He wanted something rubbish. "All right, come here. Take this stool." These things are going automatically. The same way, as you infect some disease, immediately the disease is there. You haven't got to manufacture diseases. Because you have infected yourself with the disease germ, "Take this disease." Therefore it is warned, anyäbhiläñitä-çünyam [Brs. 1.1.11], "Don't desire anything except Kåñëa's service." Then you are immune. Otherwise you have to take birth.
Morning Walk                                    April 13, 1976, Bombay

Prabhupäda: No, no, nobody can stay without following our rules and regulations. That is not our...

Dr. Patel: Externally they may follow. They may be people, out of difficulty...

Guru däsa: Everyone is in difficulty.

Prabhupäda: It will be an institution for teaching spiritual life. So if he does not take the teaching, then it is not...
Morning Walk                                              April 26, 1976, Melbourne

Devotee (1): Is a devotee always in some anxiety to see others unhappy?

Prabhupäda: Yes. How to deliver them? This is Kåñëa anxiety. This kind of anxiety is welcome.

Devotee (1): Yes. Is that also in the spiritual world like this?

Prabhupäda: Yes. In spiritual world there is everything, but only central point is Kåñëa. Here anxiety is "Where I shall get money? Where I shall get woman?" And there is anxiety, "How shall I get Kåñëa?" The anxiety is there. That is the difference.

Devotee (1): But do they have anxiety...

Prabhupäda: Here all people are anxious how to get money and how to get woman, that's all. And there the anxiety is how to get Kåñëa. The anxiety is there, but quality is different.

Devotee (1): If we're in anxiety that we cannot perform devotional service nicely, that is all right?

Prabhupäda: That is devotional side. Kåñëa anxiety itself is the first-class devotional service. If one becomes anxious like that, then he is perfect. Janma-koöi-sukåtair na labhyate. After many, many millions of life of pious activities one can get such anxiety. This is not so easy, to become anxious for Kåñëa. You don't think it is like ordinary activity (anxiety?). Koöi-sukåtaiù. If one becomes full of anxiety for Kåñëa, that is the highest stage of perfection.

Devotee (1): So the anxiety that I am always falling down...

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Devotee (1): We are in the neophyte stage, and we're often falling down.

Prabhupäda: You don't imitate. You follow the rules and regulations. Don't try artificially to be anxious. When you are purified, then you'll get that anxiety, not artificially. Then you are sahajiyä.
Room Conversationwith Siddha-svarüpa             May 3, 1976, Honolulu

Similarly any..., our movement, it may appear just like other movement, but because the movement is giving Kåñëa, that means it is as good as Kåñëa. This is the example. Ajïäya haïa (follow the order). It may appear to others... And there are so many movements, and the hippies have taken another say(?), but it is not that. It is actually Kåñëa. So long it adheres to the principle, "I'll enjoy, I'll be unaccepted(?)." Otherwise it is ordinary movement. This same man, he's guru, so long he gives the real knowledge of Kåñëa. And the same man, he's ordinary man, as soon as he cannot give. Same thing, just like a stone doll, when it is worshiped according to the regulative principles—Kåñëa. And the same doll, kept in the sculptor's showroom, it is stone. So if we keep our movement pure, then you are as strong as Kåñëa. And as soon as you deviate from it, immediately, ordinary. This is the secret. Now it is up to us, how to keep it pure. Then no enemy can kill us. Nobody can kill you. That purity is wanted, then it will... So what is there difficulty? Their purity to kill him(?). Follow the rules and regulations, worship the Deity, and chant Hare Kåñëa mantra, as you have given, then you will remain as strong as Kåñëa. And if we manufacture some idea also, that is no good. Kåñëa cannot be manufactured; Kåñëa is Kåñëa. You cannot manufacture another form competitor of Kåñëa. That is no good. Then failure. Just like the, your one competitor came to, even in the lifetime of Kåñëa, Pauëòraka.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: With artificial four hands. You know that? (laughs) That is no (indistinct). This movement is actually the real movement to raise the human society. And if we create factions, then the movement will be less strong and will not act very (indistinct).

Siddha-svarüpa: There are a lot of devotees here who follow the principles but cannot completely... [break] ...shaved up, and they still wear karmé clothes pretty much, but they're clean, they're devotees, and in this way they're attracting many of the local people, because they're able to relate to them.

Prabhupäda: So that...

Siddha-svarüpa: They're not lowering your standard.

Prabhupäda: No, naturally, but when they are initiated they must shave. They must keep to the standard. If one becomes initiated and he still keeps the hippie form, that does not look nice. Do you think that is all right? No, that is not good. So long they are coming as outsider, joining kértana, they may have their own dress, it doesn't matter. They are coming to kértana, that must be (indistinct). But when they are to be initiated, they must follow the rules and regulations given by the spiritual master.
Siddha-svarüpa: So...

Prabhupäda: Otherwise they should not be initiated. It is simple thing. Let them go on chanting, taking prasädam; we have no (indistinct). But when they are to be initiated, they must follow. This is the clear (indistinct). If you don't want to disturb them, let them come, chant, dance, take prasädam We have no objection. But don't recommend them for initiation unless he agrees to the rules and regulations given by the spiritual master. Where is the wrong? Where is the difficulty? You can talk with him like that.

Siddha-svarüpa: I think they only feel that because...

Prabhupäda: No feeling, if you..., when you are surrendering to the spiritual... Çiñyas te 'haà çädhi mäà prapannam [Bg. 2.7]. Find out this verse. Tad viddhi praëipätena paripraçnena sevayä.

Hari-çauri:

tad viddhi praëipätena paripraçnena sevayä upadekñyanti te jïänaà jïäninas tattva-darçinaù

 [Bg. 4.34]

"Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Enquire from him submissively..."

Prabhupäda: Mm? Where are they? Mm.

Hari-çauri: "Just try to learn the truth by approaching a spiritual master. Enquire from him submissively and render service unto him. The self-realized soul can impart knowledge unto you because he has seen the truth."

Prabhupäda: You have to submit. You cannot remain independent. That is the first condition. Çiñyas te 'haà, çiñya. Çiñya means voluntarily accepting the rules offered by the spiritual master. That is çiñya: "Ah, yes, I agree to abide by your order." Then he becomes çiñya. Otherwise where is the question... "I am thinking like this, I am thinking..." So long you are thinking otherwise, you don't try to become a çiñya. You remain outside and you are welcome: chant, dance, take prasädam, and remain independent. There is no objection. But when you become çiñya, then you cannot remain independent. These things convince him. Then you don't become çiñya. Remain as friend, there is no harm. Just like so many people, they come. So if these things (indistinct). One thousand twenty, checks (indistinct). This way. What is the wrong there?

Hari-çauri: So then part of initiation means that you're prepared to do something more than simply chant and eat prasädam?

Prabhupäda: Initiation means to follow instructions of the spiritual master. That is the first (indistinct) And if there is still hesitation to surrender to the rules and regulations, then all other (indistinct).
Siddha-svarüpa: I think it is pretty clear, Çréla Prabhupäda. It's just for clarification, that they're working, they have a store on..., a very nice store, they're distributing foodstuffs to all the other stores on the island, and they're working a lot within the society with the karmés, I guess. So their thinking is that "If we shave our heads and wear robes, like that, then they'll look at us...

Prabhupäda: That is not... Because imitating. Officially don't chant. Who is prohibiting to chant? You can chant, you can dance, you can take prasädam.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Can they actually say that "His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda is my spiritual master" if they haven't accepted all of the instructions?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Puñöa Kåñëa: Can one actually say that my spiritual master is such-and-such person if I am not following all of the...

Prabhupäda: What is the use of following (indistinct). We have got that simple thing, you can follow. What is the use? False propaganda. Because you think that we could not accept... (indistinct) ...we are trying to follow the (indistinct).

Hari-çauri: One of the differences that first sprung up between the two groups was that one group was going out when you were saying "Go out and distribute books profusely," so they were going and distributing. And they had various means of doing it. Some were not so good, but still the books were going out. Then the group that split away, they were saying, "Ah, you're disturbing the public by these methods of book distribution. We don't want..." This is what happened in Australia, the one temple in Brisbane. They became very much against the saìkértana methods, and as a result they gave up the saìkértana program altogether and then went to live on farms like this, and they left the temple and the temple was finished. So like this, they were saying that "We're still following Prabhupäda's instructions, but we..." But they were saying that the devotees who were distributing the books, they were not following instructions. Like that.

Prabhupäda: His Divine Grace has said that "You distribute book," and why do you say that?

Hari-çauri: Well, their idea was that because sometimes the public is becoming disturbed by the book distribution, then therefore it's not being done correctly. So it should be stopped.

Prabhupäda: Public may disturb, but we are following our own course of action. It is not obligatory. We are requesting you, "Take this book." That is not obligatory. "If you like, you can take. If you don't like, don't take."

Siddha-svarüpa: I think that...

Hari-çauri: So what their idea was that we shall build some public relations, like you said with this store. They prefer to try to spread Kåñëa consciousness by public relations, give good impression, and then people will come.

Prabhupäda: Then you are dictated by the public, not by the dictation of your spiritual master. Spiritual master has ordered to distribute books; you shall do that. That is obedience. Now the public may take or not take, that is public's option. But my duty is—because spiritual master has said—I must try my best. Spiritual master has not said that "You must sell so many books daily, otherwise I will reject you." He has not said that. So everyone may try his best, that's all. The public may take or not take, it doesn't matter. And if you are, want to please the public, public says that "You dance naked, I will be very happy with you, I'll give you (indistinct)." So I'll have to do that. Then what is the use of making a spiritual master? Public, they have got their whims, how to become pleased. So we are to follow all these things? We have to follow our instruction of the spiritual master. That is... (indistinct) Why to manufacture "The public will be pleased like this"? Public may or may not give you, what you can do?

Hari-çauri: Our success is in the spiritual master's pleasure, not the public's pleasure.

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is bhakti. Otherwise why Kåñëa says, sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja [Bg. 18.66]? "You haven't got to please so many religious instructions. You simply please Me." That is Kåñëa's...

Siddha-svarüpa: I don't think the devotees who factioned out were against book distribution. I think that a little bit was that some of the devotees were using very, very forceful tactics and trying to give people books and take their money, and people were becoming very offended...

Prabhupäda: That is not (indistinct).

Siddha-svarüpa: That is not what you want.

Hari-çauri: That's all right, but don't give up the book distribution.

Siddha-svarüpa: Yes.

Hari-çauri: This is what happened. The temples fell down, the devotees went away. The ones who were distributing the books went on and distributed more books, became more expert, so that the public were not so much disturbed, and still they're distributing books. But these people who factioned off are not distributing books even now, two or three years later. So it was simply actually a question of faultfinding more than earnest desire to please the spiritual master.                     

Prabhupäda: Yes. (pause) Discuss.

Morning Walk                                                June 3, 1976, Los Angeles

Hari-çauri: The process is to follow some rules and regulations, but they say, "How do you get the strength to follow the rules and regulations?"

Prabhupäda: That is not your business, that is Kåñëa's business. You follow Kåñëa. If you cheat Kåñëa, then you'll be cheated. That's all. Kåñëa does not cheat you, but you create a situation to cheat yourself, and mäyä will make an arrangement so that you are cheated. This is mäyä's business.

Hari-çauri: So it's a question of honesty.

Prabhupäda: Yes. You promise no illicit sex, no, before God, before spiritual master, before fire, and you play hypocrisy. So mäyä is not seeing that? How you can avoid? mäyä is always there. Yac cakñur eña savitä sakala-grahäëäm. You cannot escape the eyes of God in so many different agencies. And still He is personally sitting within your hearts. How you can escape? You may pretend to be a very great devotee, but the Person, Supreme, He is within yourself, He's seeing everything. No cheating with Him. Nämno baläd yasya hi päpa-buddhiù. "Oh, I am chanting Hare Kåñëa, so even I do something wrong, it will be adjusted." Adjusted, when you are sincere, by chance you have done something. That can be adjusted. But not intentionally. As soon as there is intentional cheating, that you'll have to suffer the effect.

Puñöa Kåñëa: So someone who is in knowledge and commits sinful activity...

Prabhupäda: Then he's...

Puñöa Kåñëa: ...his position is very bad...

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes, yes.

Puñöa Kåñëa: ...compared to the innocent person, ignorant person.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Daivé hy eñä guëa-mayé mama mäyä duratyayä [Bg. 7.14].

Rämeçvara: But then again he argues like this, he says, "The living entity cannot do anything without the sanction of God. So I am desiring certain sinful activities, but why is Kåñëa sanctioning it?"

Prabhupäda: Kåñëa does not sanction.

Rämeçvara: Then how is it going on?

Prabhupäda: But you insist, so Kåñëa, in disgust, says, "All right, do at your own risk. You rascal. You will not hear Me." That's all. I have given this example many times, that my son wanted to touch the table fan. Did I say it?

Rämeçvara: I never heard it.

Prabhupäda: Oh, so, when he was only two years old, so the table fan was running, and the child, he wants to touch it. So I am: "No, don't touch." So, and he was.... So there was another friend, he was a doctor. He said that "Slow the speed and let him touch." So I did it. So he touched, "Tung." (sound imitation) Then I said, "Touch again?" "No!" (laughter) So it is like that.

Rämeçvara: Oh. It is actually Kåñëa's mercy...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: ...that He allows Him to feel the pain.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hari-çauri: Purifies his desires.

Puñöa Kåñëa: But he doesn't have to feel the pain if he's obedient.

Rämeçvara: If he insists.

Prabhupäda: He gives instruction. Just like I said, "Don't touch. It will hurt your finger. It is not good." "No, no." "So all right, touch."

Puñöa Kåñëa: You mentioned that the more intelligent person can become obedient by hearing. The less intelligent person has to see, suffer.

Prabhupäda: By practical experience. Dekhe sekhe thekhe sekhese. Tekhe sekhese(?) means he's a fool. Unless he comes to the actual position, he does not learn. And therefore çästra-cakñus—one who follows the çästra's instruction, he is safe. That is experienced already.

Morning Walk                                          June 17, 1976, Toronto

Prabhupäda: But that is required. That is required. Just like we are worshiping the Deity. This is traditional. From time immemorial. So how you can reject? This is the way. Çravaëaà kértanaà viñëoù smaraëaà päda-sevanam [SB 7.5.23]. That is bhakti way.

Bhakta Gene: But so much of the tradition within the Roman Church has no reference to any scripture.

Prabhupäda: No, no, that has not been properly done. Otherwise, just like here, we have got temple, regulative principle. If it is done properly, the result will be there. If it is improperly done, then there is no result. How these boys, European, American, they never knew what is Kåñëa. But on account of this following the traditionalism, they are becoming devotees. It is practical, you can see. Simply theoretical knowledge will not do. Must be practical. That is traditionalism. Tat-tat-karma-pravartanät. That is the Nectar of Instruction. Tat-tat-karma-pravartanät. This is traditional. One has to follow the traditional rules and regulations. Utsähän niçcayäd dhairyät tat-tat-karma-pravartanät [Upadeçämåta 3]. First of all one must be enthusiastic: "I shall become devotee." Then, utsähän dhairyät, with patience. Then niçcayät, with conviction: "Yes, I am following the rules and it will be successful." And tat-tat-karma-pravartanät. You have to follow the traditional rules and regulations. Sato våtteù, you must be honest. Sädhu-saìga [Cc. Madhya 22.83]. And these things in the association of devotees. Ñaòbhir bhaktiù prasidhyati. Then your bhakti, devotional life, will be successful.

Satsvarüpa: Some of these Christian mystics would say it's more important to directly contact God within your own heart. These traditions are not as important.

Prabhupäda: God is there already. Where is the contact? God is there already. It is no question of contacting. He is already, but you are blind, you cannot see. Therefore if you follow the rules and regulations, then you'll see. You'll see. Otherwise we'll not see. God is there. God is everywhere. God is here. Aëòäntara-stha-paramäëu-cayäntara-stham [Bs. 5.35]. You have no eyes to see.

Bhakta Gene: These are almost the very words that Francis of Assisi stated.

Prabhupäda: Yes. This question was raised in Melbourne. And that is perfectional. He was embracing tree. So I told, "This is perfection." Perfection means he'll see everywhere God and everything in God. That is perfection.

Hari-çauri: I think we should go back now, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Yes. In the Bhagavad-gétä it is said, mayä tatam idaà sarvam. Mayä. You just explain this verse.

mayä tatam idaà sarvaà jagad avyakta-mürtinä mat-sthäni sarva-bhütäni na cähaà teñv avasthitaù [Bg. 9.4]

You understand this?

Jayädvaita: Yes. Kåñëa says that "Everything is resting in Me. I am present all over the universe, impersonally. I can't be seen. Everything is resting on Me. At the same time, I'm outside of everything. I'm independent." He maintains His personality.

Prabhupäda: Na cähaà teñv avasthitaù. "I'm not there." So this is conception of God. Nothing can exist without God. But that does not mean everything is God. We have to understand this philosophy.

Bhagavad Gita Ch. 16 Verses 1-3 Purport

If there are restrictions, rules and regulations, people will not become attracted. Therefore those who want followers in the name of religion, just to have a show only, don't restrict the lives of their students, nor their own lives. But that method is not approved by the Vedas. As far as simplicity is concerned, not only should a particular order of life follow this principle, but every member, be he in the brahmacäré-äçrama, or gåhastha-äçrama, or vänaprastha-äçrama. One must live very simply. (original unrevised edition)
Room Conversation After Film               June 28, 1976, New Vrindaban

Puñöa Kåñëa: Çravaëa-kértana-jale karaye secana? Nineteenth chapter, Madhya-lélä. Mälé haïä kare sei béja äropaëa [Cc. Madhya 19.152], çravaëa-kértana-jale karaye secana: "When a person receives the seed of devotional service, he should take care of it by becoming a gardener and sowing the seed in his heart. If he waters the seed gradually by the process of çravaëa and kértana, hearing and chanting, the seed will begin to sprout."

Prabhupäda: Is there any purport?

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes. "To live with devotees or to live in a temple means to associate with the çravaëa-kértana process. Sometimes neophyte devotees think that they can continue the çravaëa-kértana process without worshiping the Deity, but the execution of çravaëa-kértana is meant for highly developed devotees like Haridäsa Öhäkura, who engaged in the çravaëa-kértana process without worshiping the Deity. However, one should not falsely imitate Haridäsa Öhäkura and abandon Deity worship just to try to engage in çravaëa-kértana. This is not possible for neophyte devotees. The word guru-prasäda indicates that the spiritual master is very merciful in bestowing the boon of devotional service upon the disciple. That is the best possible gift the spiritual master has to offer. Those with a background of pious life are eligible to receive life's supreme benefit, and to bestow this benefit, the Supreme Personality of Godhead sends His representative to impart His mercy. Endowed with the mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the spiritual master distributes the mercy to those who are elevated and pious. Thus the spiritual master trains his disciples to render devotional service unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is called guru-kåpä. It is kåñëa-prasäda, Kåñëa's mercy, that He sends a bona fide spiritual master to the deserving disciple. By the mercy of Kåñëa, one meets the bona fide spiritual master, and by the mercy of the spiritual master, the disciple is fully trained in the devotional service of the Lord. Bhakti-latä-béja means 'the seed of devotional service.' Everything has an original cause, or seed. For any idea, program, plan or device, there is first of all the contemplation of the plan, and that is called béja, or the seed. The methods, rules and regulations by which one is perfectly trained in devotional service constitute the bhakti-latä-béja, or seed of devotional service. This bhakti-latä-béja is received from the spiritual master by the grace of Kåñëa. Other seeds are called anyabhiläña-béja, karma-béja and jïäna-béja. If one is not fortunate enough to receive the bhakti-latä-béja from the spiritual master, he instead cultivates the seeds of karma-béja, jïäna-béja, or political and social or philanthropic béja. However, bhakti-latä-béja is different from these other béjas. Bhakti-latä-béja can be received only through the mercy of the spiritual master. Therefore one has to satisfy the spiritual master to get bhakti-latä-béja, yasya prasädäd bhagavat-prasädaù **. Bhakti-latä-béja is the origin of devotional service. Unless one satisfies the spiritual master, he gets the béja, or root cause, of karma, jïäna and yoga without the benefit of devotional service. However, one who is faithful to his spiritual master gets the bhakti-latä-béja. This bhakti-latä-béja is received when one is initiated by the bona fide spiritual master. After receiving the spiritual master's mercy, one must repeat his instructions, and this is called çravaëa-kértana-hearing and chanting. One who has not properly heard from the spiritual master or who does not follow the regulative principles is not fit for chanting, kértana. This is explained in Bhagavad-gétä: vyavasäyätmikä buddhir ekeha kuru-nandana [Bg. 2.41]. One who has not listened carefully to the instructions of the spiritual master is unfit to chant or preach the cult of devotional service. One has to water the bhakti-latä-béja after receiving instructions from the spiritual master." Mälé haïä kare sei béja äropaëa, çravaëa-kértana-jale karaye secana [Cc. Madhya 19.152].

Conversation withProf. Saligram and Dr. Sukla                   July 5, 1976, Washington, D.C.

Not that by spiritual master's mercy (indistinct). You have to struggle. You have to follow the rules and regulations.

Room Conversation                         Paris Farm, July 31, 1976                                                           
Prabhupäda: Guru says there are four principles to be followed, they should be taught in that way. No illicit sex, no gambling, no meat-eating, no intoxication. Guru says that you chant at least sixteen, that should be taught. Risen early, rise early in the morning, that should be taught. So whatever guru says, you have to teach them perfectly, from childhood; then there will be no deviation when they are grown-up.

Room Conversation About Mäyäpura Construction                  August 19, 1976, Hyderabad

Prabhupäda: No, I mean to say in Våndävana, that... Or anywhere. Whatever money is fixed up, let him pay, live in his room comfortably and we give him free prasäda. There is no harm. But he must attend the ärati and rules and regulations. There is no...

Jayapatäkä: No tea, nor... All the rules he should follow.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Jayapatäkä: Attend the program.

Prabhupäda: Even if old men cannot follow, still, he should be given.
Gargamuni: What about tea?

Prabhupäda: Tea. Tea can... Then he'll caught. That is not.

Gargamuni: Because the old man they are addicted to the tea.

Prabhupäda: No, what... Many old men, they can give it up.

Gargamuni: We will promise them cow's milk.

Prabhupäda: That's nice.

Gargamuni: Pure cow's milk.

Prabhupäda: That "instead of this tea, you take milk." Little milk, that is beneficial.
Room Conversation                           August 22, 1976, Hyderabad

Mahäàça: There's only five first initiations. Those ladies, I told them to wait some more time. Those ladies, I told them to wait for some more time because they were still drinking tea and coffee until yesterday.

Prabhupäda: No, if they promise they will give up, then we can give.

Mahäàça: I already told them, "You please..." They said they will give up but I said that you...

Prabhupäda: No, if they promise you can give.

Mahäàça: But, they are waiting, what shall I tell them now? I just now told them...

Prabhupäda: No, tell them that, "If you promise from today you will give up..."

Mahäàça: They promised.

Prabhupäda: Then we shall give it.

Mahäàça: All five of them?

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. If they have promised, we shall give. Simply you don't break promise. You have promised—do it. That's all.
Mahäàça: I'll tell them. Another thing was those, what is, I don't know what is the position of ladies being initiated. They are young girls. They may get married. They may get married to someone outside the society.
Prabhupäda: But she can chant and observe the rules and regulations—what is that.

Mahäàça: Even if her husband does not follow?

Prabhupäda: That does not matter. It is individual.

Mahäàça: Then there'll be five more.

Prabhupäda: My sister, while she was married, her father-in-law's house, they were all eating fish. So a new girl, ten years, eleven years old. So she was given this foodstuff with fish and everything. So she was crying. So her mother-in-law, "Why you are crying?" "No, we do not touch all these things." She immediately arranged special cooking for her. So her husband and other members they were taking fish, but she never touched. She never touched. She does not know what is fish. If one wants to keep oneself pure, he or she can keep herself pure in any circumstances.

Conversation with Seven Ministers of Andhra Pradesh    August 22, 1976, Hyderabad

Prabhupäda: Our subject matter of Kåñëa consciousness movement is that systematize... The progress of human society should be systematized according to çästra. Just like your government, it is conducted under certain rules and regulations. You have to refer to the government regulative principles, and expert government officers, they are selected. Formally it was ICS, now it is IAS. That means reference to the authorities. Similarly, there are authorities which are called çästra. Çäs-dhätu means to rule. From Çäs-dhätu, çästra and çastra. Çastra means weapon. If you do not act according to the çästra then there is çastra. Çastra means weapon, government. If you violate the rules of the government then there is police department, there is military department which will force you to accept the government regulation. And from the same çäs-dhätu is çiñya, one who voluntarily accepts the discipline.

Room Conversation                                 January 27, 1977, Bhuvaneçvara

Therefore sädhu-saìga required. Who is sädhu? Bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk sädhur eva sa mantavyaù [Bg. 9.30]. Sa mantavyaù. He's sädhu. Bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk. Here you'll find they have no other business, simply Kåñëa bhajana. So if you associate, you'll also do. Saìgät saïjäyate kämaù. As we associate, then we develop the mind. And from the very beginning, if you want to become a paramahaàsa, above all rules and regulations, that will not help.
Room Conversation                                    February 18, 1977, Mäyäpura

Hari-çauri: In every civilized human society there is some set of scriptural rules and regulations which are followed from the beginning, especially among the Äryans, those who adopt the Vedic civilization and who are known as the most advanced civilized peoples. Those who do not follow the scriptural injunctions are supposed to be demons. Therefore it is stated here that the demons do not know the scriptural rules, nor do they have any inclination to follow them. Most of them do not know them, and even if some of them know, they have not the tendency to follow them. They have no faith, nor are they willing to act in terms of the Vedic injunctions. The demons are not clean, either externally or internally.

One should always be careful to keep his body clean by bathing, brushing teeth, changing clothes, etc. As far as internal cleanliness is concerned, one should always remember the holy names of God and chant Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare/Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare. The demons neither like nor follow all these rules for external and internal cleanliness.

As for behavior, there are many rules and regulations guiding human behavior, such as the Manu-saàhitä, which is the law of the human race. Even up to today, those who are Hindu follow the Manu-saàhitä. Laws of inheritance and other legalities are derived from this book. Now, in the Manu-saàhitä, it is clearly stated that a woman should not be given freedom. That does not mean that women are to be kept as slaves, but they are like children. Children are not given freedom, but that does not mean that they are kept as slaves. The demons have now neglected such injunctions, and they think that women should be given as much freedom as men. However, this has not improved the social condition of the world. Actually, a woman should be given protection at every stage of life. She should be given protection by the father in her younger days, by the husband in her youth, and by the grownup sons in her old age. This is proper social behavior according to the Manu-saàhitä. But modern education has artificially devised a puffed up concept of womanly life, and therefore marriage is practically now an imagination in human society. Nor is the moral condition of woman very good now. The demons, therefore, do not accept any instruction which is good for society, and because they do not follow the experience of great sages and the rules and regulations laid down by the sages, the social condition of the demoniac people is very miserable.

Room Conversation With Artists and About BTG                   February 25, 1977, Mäyäpura

Prabhupäda: First of all we are chanting just to make him little attracted. Ädau çraddhä.

Rämeçvara: Just to popularize it.

Prabhupäda: Yes, that's it. Then, if the heart is little cleansed, then they will understand. It will be effective, but when it is done properly it will give real effect. Outsider, those who are chanting, we don't discourage him.

Rämeçvara: We want then to chant more.

Prabhupäda: Yes. But we must... They must know the science also.

Rämeçvara: Just like this Alice Coltrane. She has done her small part. She made this record album with Govinda Jaya Jaya and Hare Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: That is... That will be a good thing. But when he (she) does it properly it will be more effective, because there is... If one does not chant in the process, then gradually it degrades. The offense will increase. There is chance.
Morning Conversation                          April 11, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: I am confident this will go on, provided our men are following the process which I have given to them, following the rules and regulations, chanting. Books they have got sufficient already. Simply have to repeat. You haven't got to manufacture. Any fool you are. Nobody can...

Evening Darçana                                     May 13, 1977, Hrishikesh

So all these persons who are chanting Hare Kåñëa according to the prescribed rules and regulations, without any offense... There are ten kinds of offenses. So in the beginning there may be offenses. It doesn't matter. It will be rectified. Offenseless chanting means mukti, and then pure chanting means love of Godhead. There are three stages. In the beginning, when one begins chanting, it is not pure. There are so many offenses. But chanting, chanting, the offenses become purified. Offenseless chanting is not purified completely, but it is offenseless. So offenseless chanting makes one liberated, and then pure chanting makes one lover of God. This is the process.

Room Conversation with Alice Coltrane                                           July 1, 1977, Våndävana

In devotional service there are certain activities which are called determined, such as fasting on certain days, like the eleventh day of the moon, Ekädaçé, and on the appearance day of the Lord, etc. All these rules and regulations are offered by the great äcäryas for those who are actually interested in getting admission into the association of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in the transcendental world. The mahätmäs, great souls, strictly observe all these rules and regulations, and therefore they are sure to achieve the desired result.

The human life is especially meant for purifying one's existence, and one who does not follow the rules and regulations cannot purify himself, nor can he attain the real stage of happiness".

Prabhupäda: So you do that. Read carefully and execute that. Then you'll be perfect.

Interview                                      March 9, 1968, San Francisco

I have not come to earn money from your country, but I have come to your country to give you something sublime, not to take you, not to take from you, not to exploit you, but to give you something sublime. You see? So that is the third stage, initiation. And then, if you are situated in the third stage nicely—that means if you follow the regulative principles under my direction—then the fourth stage automatically comes. After this third stage, the fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, up to eighth, automatically comes. That is gradual development. So in the third stage, if you follow the regulative principle and chant with some prescribed number, numerical strength, then your all misgivings will be over automatically.

Interviewer: What is your hierarchy in Kåñëa conscious? That is, do you have anything comparable to bishops and the hierarchy of the Christian faith and of other major faiths? That is, you are the spiritual preceptor, and who are all those below you, between you and the congregation, the members?

Prabhupäda: It is not exactly the hierarchy, but in the Christian method, Roman Catholic method, the process of the Pope, Archbishop, and..., that is very nice. There is no objection of us. But our point is that Kåñëa consciousness is lacking. In spite of all arrangement, if people lost faith in God, so simply by hierarchy, what is the benefit there? There is no benefit. You see? Bambarambhe laghu-kriya, in the Sanskrit word, that you can make a very high-grade arrangement, but the result is zero. So that hierarchical arrangement is exactly not in Kåñëa consciousness. But our method is very simple. If one is fortunate enough to meet a bona fide spiritual master and if he acts strictly under his discipline, he also becomes within a very short time another spiritual master.

Interviewer: How does one feel called toward Kåñëa conscious? That is, does he begin by having faith or does...? What demands are made upon him? How does he come into the frame of mind where he can accept Kåñëa consciousness?

Prabhupäda: Of course, faith is the basic principle of everything. If you have no faith, then you cannot make progress in any line of action. So in Kåñëa consciousness is also... Faith is the basic principle. Just like I have come here. I started my classes in New York. So I was alone chanting Hare Kåñëa. Somebody came. Naturally, out of inquisitiveness, somebody comes. Somebody came and, "Oh, what this Indian swami is doing? Let me see." So he sat down. Some other came. He sat down. Then some of them took it, "Oh, Swamiji speaks very nice. Let me come again." He comes, he comes, and then he gets some faith: "Oh, Kåñëa consciousness is very nice." Then next point is that he wants intimate relationship with the swami, or me: "Swamiji, I have heard you so many days. I think it is very nice. So I want to be your student." So faith is the basic principle. The next stage is that he wants to become a student. And as soon as he wants to become a student, the next stage is that I accept him a disciple if I think that he is suitable. Then as soon as he becomes a disciple, he follows my regulative principles, injunctions. Then gradually he becomes free from all misgivings and naturally he gives up that illicit sex life or gambling or meat-eating and so many other things. In that way he becomes fixed up. Then he develops a taste; he cannot give up the society, taste. Then attraction, attachment. He wants to do everything for the society. In this way he develops love of Kåñëa. And in the final stage he loves only Kåñëa and nobody else. And because Kåñëa includes everyone, that means he loves everyone.

Prabhupäda: I have got about a little more than one hundred disciples who are strictly following my regulative principles.

Room Conversation                               May 10, 1969, Columbus, Ohio

Janärdana: Prabhupäda, often when we'll be performing, doing some activity during our day, and so many things will go wrong, and we become frustrated...

Prabhupäda: Well, when one is a professional, there may be something wrong. That doesn't matter. But you try to discharge your duties, rightly, whatever you are prescribed to do. Then everything will come to the right point. Your only business is to follow the four principles of regulative life and chant Hare Kåñëa sixteen rounds. So there may be sometimes mistake. That will be corrected automatically. Because we are coming from a different platform, so it may be. And that is also said in the Bha... Api cet su-duräcäro bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk, sädhur eva sa mantavyaù: [Bg. 9.30] "If one is found doing mistake or doing something wrong, but because he is sticking to this principle of Kåñëa consciousness, he is sädhu." Sädhu means a holy man. He is holy. He is not doing any wrong consciously. But due to habit... Suppose just like most of you were, in your former life, you were smoking or taking intoxication. But by some influence, if you sometimes take to it, yes, if you are conscious, "Oh, I have done wrong," but that is excused if you have done unconscious. But if you think that "Now I am Kåñëa conscious. Whatever I do, it is right," then it is great sin. But accidentally it happens—that is excused. Never mind. So accidental mistake is not dangerous. Willful mistake is dangerous. That we should be careful. We should be very careful always so that accidental mistakes also may not take place. But if it takes place, it is excused.

Room Conversation                                December 12, 1970, Indore

So Ajamila was the illegal husband of a prostitute, däsé, däsé-pati. Actually one should be husband of dharma-pati, religiously married, not a friend or a husband of illegal marriage. That is not allowed. Däsé-patir ajämilaù nämnä... Ajämila nämnä. His name was Ajämila. Why the sound is in...? It is not possible to charge? "Cut, cut cut, cut." Nañöa-sadäcäraù. Sadäcära means good behavior. Why good behavior was lost? Däsyaù saàsarga-düñitaù. Because he was associating with a prostitute, illegal sex. Therefore, anyone who wants to make progress in spiritual life, he must be sadäcära. His behavior must be very regulated. Asadäcäré, unclean, nonregulated, cannot make any progress. If somebody says that "Whatever you like, you can do. There is no difference. You can imagine your own way..." This is going on nowadays. "Whatever you like, you can do. You can imagine your own way of self-realization." But that is not recommended in the Vedic literatures. One must be sadäcära. This is the beginning of sadäcära, to rise early in the morning, to cleanse, then chant, or chant the Vedic mantras or, simplified as in the present age, Hare Kåñëa mantra, mahä-mantra. This is the beginning of sadäcära. So sadäcära means to become freed from sinful reaction. Unless one follows the regulative principles he cannot be freed. And unless one is fully freed from sinful reaction he cannot understand what is God. Those who are not in sadäcära, regulative principles, for them... Just like animals, they are not expected to follow any... Of course, by nature they follow regulative principles. Still, but human being, having advanced consciousness, so instead of using it properly, they misuse the advanced consciousness and thus they become lower than animals. The animals, for want of advanced consciousness, cannot follow any regulative principles. But by nature they have got some regulative principle. A human being, advanced consciousness, instead of using it for advance in spiritual life they use it for sense gratification and thus they become lower than the animals.

If you do not follow regulative principles, it is not possible to keep your body in good condition. That is also not possible. Those who do not follow the regulative principles, mostly they are diseased, some kind.

Room Conversation                         December 12, 1970, Indore

If you want to advance in spiritual life you must follow the regulative principles to rectify your mistakes in the past life and this present life. Without being freed from all contamination nobody can understand God. That is not possible. Bhagavad-gétä says, yeñäà anta gataà päpaà: "One who has become completely freed from all kinds of sinful reaction," yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpaà janänäà puëya-karmaëäm, "Persons who are engaged in pious activities only," te, "such person," te dvandva-moha-nirmuktä... [Bg. 7.28]. This life, the material life, is dvandva. Dvandva means fighting or quarreling. Every one of us has got nature for fighting with others unnecessarily.

It is a concession to the fallen people of this world, this Hare Kåñëa mantra. They 'll not be able to follow all the regulative principles; therefore they must commit all kinds of abominable activities. Under the circumstances the çästra or God has given a concession that you simply chant Hare Kåñëa mantra and gradually you will be elevated to the highest position of spiritual life. Other things you cannot follow. You are already fallen. So you take to this process of chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra without any offense. And in order to save yourself from the offenses, a little austerity that you cannot have illicit sex life. Why should you have illicit sex life? Everyone's need is sex life. Ähära-nidrä-bhaya-maithunam. These are the bodily needs. So çästra has sanctioned, "All right. You can live peacefully by married life and have sex life for children, good children." That is allowed. But why should you have illicit sex life? What is this? Irresponsible life. "I shall not take responsibility of family life, and I shall go on as so-called bachelor and have illicit life." But that is not good.

Prabhupäda: Yes, Vedic way means they are following principles, regulative principles.

Guest (5): So what principle?

Prabhupäda: That I was explaining. That is a big principle. But it has been shortened, shortened in this age. Harer näma harer näma harer nämaiva kevalam, kalau nästy eva nästy eva nästy eva gatir anyathä [Cc. Ädi 17.21]. In the Kali-yuga you cannot reform the whole population by any other means except this harer näma. Therefore we are introducing Hare Kåñëa movement everywhere.

Darçana                                          June 28, 1971, San Francisco

So the real thing is preaching must go on sincerely. This gåhastha, vänaprastha, these are material regulative principles. Real life is Kåñëa's service. That we have to do, that's all. So whatever position is suitable for you, you accept. You remain as a gåhastha, remain as sannyäsé, remain as brahmacäré as it becomes suitable for you, but preach. That is the main business. If you lacking in preaching and become a sannyäsé, what is the use of sannyäsa? Better... A gåhastha is better. Just like I asked Gaurasundara to go to Hawaii. He was just a boy, but he did. Now there is center, nice. So I'm very glad. So you are also doing that. It doesn't matter whether gåhastha. Karandhara is gåhastha. But we have to serve Kåñëa very nicely. That is our main criteria. So we have to see in what position I can serve better Kåñëa. That is our policy. Otherwise, either gåhastha or sannyäsé, there's no difference. Caitanya Mahäprabhu says,

kibä vipra, kibä çüdra, nyäsé kene naya

yei kåñëa-tattva-vettä, sei 'guru' haya  [Cc. Madhya 8.128]

Preaching work is for the guru. So Kåñëa... Caitanya Mahäprabhu says it doesn't matter whether he is a gåhastha or vänaprastha or a brähmaëa or çüdra. It doesn't matter. If he knows what is Kåñëa consciousness and preaches, then he is guru. That's all. So we have to become like that. It doesn't matter what we are, but whether I am preaching nicely. That is required. But still there is some regulative principles like sannyäsé and brahmacäré will be like this, gåhastha will be like this. That is the external. But the main business is preaching. So you have got good opportunity, you have got good name, Kåñëa consciousness movement, it is being appreciated. So live very cautiously and preach very cautiously and seriously, then in this one life you will become successful, go back to home, back to Godhead. One life. You haven't got to wait for another life. If this life we work sincerely, then our business is finished. Tyaktvä dehaà punar janma naiti [Bg. 4.9]. That is assured by Kåñëa. "After giving up this body, he doesn't come to this material world." Then where does he go? Mäm eti, "He comes to Me." This is said by Kåñëa. Why shall we disbelieve? So serve this life very sincerely and go back to Kåñëa immediately. That is intelligence. Why should you wait for another life? We do not know what life we can get. May not be possible. So we should be very responsible to this life in serving Kåñëa. Make yourself successful. Don't waste a single moment. Every moment should be utilized to serve Kåñëa. Always think, how I can serve Kåñëa? The direction is already there. The work is sufficient. If you don't want to do, that is a different thing. There is sufficient work to do. If you cannot do anything, you can go and meet any man and request him, "Please chant Hare Kåñëa." What is the difficulty? You can request. That your endeavor to request him is your service. He may not chant. But if you request him, "Please chant Hare Kåñëa..." If you cannot do anything, if you meet anyone in the street and say "Please... (end)

Room Conversation                                      July 18, 1971, Detroit

But this Kåñëa consciousness, even it is not completed, whatever they have learned, that will go with them, because it is spiritual, it will not be destroyed. But they're being trained up to finish the course and program within this life, not to wait for the next life. That is our goal. They have got the regulative principles that you must follow this, that no illicit sex life, no intoxication, no meat-eating, no gambling, and chanting in a prescribed method Hare Kåñëa mantra, taking only Kåñëa prasädam, and be twenty-four hours... You'll find, whenever you'll come to our temple, you'll find they're busy with something. Similarly, we are simply busy with Kåñëa business. We try to remember Kåñëa twenty-four hours. That is our method. So this method of religious prescription I think you'll not find. At least in the Western world you'll won't find. Twenty-four hours they're engaged, twenty-four hours.

Talk with Bob Cohen                           February 27-29, 1972, Mäyäpura

Our, the Indian system is called varëa and äçrama, four spiritual orders and four social orders. The social order is brahmacäré, gåhastha, vänaprastha, and sannyäsa. Uh, this is spiritual order. And social order is brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, and çüdra. So under this system the regulative principles are so nice that even one has got the tendency for enjoy material life, he is so nicely molded that at last he gets liberation and goes back to home, back to Godhead. This is the process. So sex life is not required on principle, but because we are attached to that, therefore there are some regulative principles. Sex life... It is said in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam that

puàsaù striyä mithuné-bhävam etaà tayor mitho hådaya-granthim ähuù

ato gåha-kñetra-sutäpta-vittair janasya moho 'yam ahaà mameti

 [SB 5.5.8]

It is said that this is the basic principle of material life: attachment for man or woman. And when they are united, when a man and a woman is united, that attachment becomes increased. And that increased attachment will induce him for gåha, means home; kñetra, means land; suta, means children; äpta, friendship, or society; and vitta, vitta means money. In this way, gåha-kñetra-sutäpta-vittaiù, he becomes entangled. Janasya moho 'yam. This is the illusion. And by this illusion he becomes ahaà mameti "I am this body, and anything in relationship with this body, that is mine."                     

Bob: What is that again?

Prabhupäda: This attachment increases. The material attachment. The material attachment means "I am this body, and because I have got this body in a particular place, that is my country." And that is going on. "I am American," "I am Indian," "I am German," "I am this," "I am that," this bodily... "This is my country. I shall sacrifice everything for my country, society." So in this way the illusion becomes increased. So under this illusion, when he dies he gets another body. That may be a superior body or inferior body according to his karma. So if he gets superior body, then that is also entanglement. Even if he goes to the heavenly planet, that is entanglement. And if he becomes cats and dogs, then his life's lost. A tree. There is every chance. So this science is not known in the world, that how the soul is transmigrating from one body to another and how he's being entrapped in different types of body. This science is unknown. Therefore when Arjuna was speaking from the bodily concept of life that "If I kill my brother, if I kill my grandfather, the other side..." So he was simply thinking on the basis of bodily concept of life. But when it was not solved he surrendered to Kåñëa, accepted Him as spiritual master. And when Kåñëa became his spiritual master He chastised him in the beginning. Açocyän anvaçocas tvaà prajïä-vädäàç ca bhäñase [Bg. 2.11], that "You are talking like learned man, but you are a fool number one because you are talking on the bodily concept of life." So this sex life increases the bodily concept of life. Therefore the whole process is to reduce it to nil.

Bob: To reduce it over the stages of your life?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Reduce it, just like a boy is trained up as a student up to twenty-five years, restricting sex life. Brahmacäré. So, some of the boys they remain naiñöhika-brahmacäré. He, because he's given education, so if he becomes fully conversant he doesn't like to marry. But one who has not such restraint, he's allowed to marry. That is also restricted, that he cannot have sex life without being married. Therefore in the human society there is marriage, not in the animal society. But we are reducing human society gradually to animal society. We are forgetting marriage. That is also written in the çästras. Svékära eva codvähe. In the Kali-yuga there will be no marriage performances, but the boy and the girl, they'll simply agree to live together. Dämpatye 'bhirucir hetuù. And their relationship will exist on sexual power. If the man or the woman is deficient in sex life, then there is divorce. So on this philosophy... There are many western philosophers like Freud and others. They have written so many books. But according to Vedic culture, we are not interested. We are interested only for begetting children. That's all. Not to study the psychology of sex life. There is already psychology, pravåtti, natural. Even if one does not read any philosophy, he'll be sexually inclined. There is no need of philosophizing sex life. Nobody is taught sex life in the school and the colleges, but everyone knows it, how to do it. (laughs) So pravåttir eñä bhütänäà nivåttis tu mahä-phalam. That is the general tendency. But education should be given to stop it. That is real education. (pause)

Prabhupäda: It will not take much time. Within six months you'll realize. But you have to follow the regulative principles. Then it will be auspicious. Just like these boys and girls are doing. Just see the girl, how she's chanting always. All our girls is...

Bob: Yeah, I've seen...

Prabhupäda: They have no tendency for going to cinema or going to hotel, no. Everything all stopped. Anartha-nivåttiù. Anartha means unnecessary things, all rubbish.

Prabhupäda: No, you can stick to all regulative principles provided you take to Kåñëa consciousness process. Otherwise it is not possible.
Prabhupäda: Sinful activity means therefore you promised that "I shall follow the regulative principles." If you do not, that is sinful. That is the promise. That is sinful. You break your promise and do nasty things; therefore you are sinful. Is it not?

Tamäla Kåñëa: It says, "Any activities sanctioned in the revealed scriptures and aiming at the satisfaction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead are accepted by saintly teachers as the regulative principles of devotional service. If somebody regularly executes such service unto the Personality of Godhead under the direction of a bona fide spiritual master, then gradually he rises to the platform of serving in pure love of God."

"Now this sädhana-bhakti, or practice of devotional service, can also be divided into two parts. The first part is called regulative principles: one has to follow these different regulative principles by the order of the spiritual master or on the strength of authoritative scriptures, and there can be no question of refusal. That is called vaidhé, or regulated. One has to do it without any argument. Another part of sädhana-bhakti is called rägänuga. Rägänuga refers to the point at which, by following the regulative principles, one becomes a little more attached to Kåñëa and executes devotional service out of natural love. For example, a person engaged in devotional service may be ordered to rise early in the morning and offer ärati, which is a form of Deity worship. In the beginning, by the order of his spiritual master, one rises early in the morning and offers ärati, but then he develops real attachment. When he gets this attachment, he automatically tries to decorate the Deity and prepare different kinds of dresses and thinks of different plans to execute his devotional service nicely. Although it is within the category of practice, this offering of loving service is spontaneous. So the practice of devotional service, sädhana-bhakti, can be divided into two parts-namely, regulative and spontaneous.

Room Conversation                                          May 4, 1972, Mexico

Prabhupäda: Yes. No. A sannyäsé is already qualified. Then (indistinct). The first beginning is chanting. If he follows the regulative principles and chants sixteen rounds, that is his qualification. And by that process, he'll come to the point of full surrender. Then we give him the second initiation. And when he's actually engaged in the service of the Lord heart and soul, then we give him sannyäsa.

Conversation with the GBC                      May 25, 1972, Los Angeles

The GBC can supervise that things are going on.

The first management is that each and every member in the temple is chanting sixteen rounds regularly and following the regulations, that's all. Otherwise we have no... That is our spiritual strength. That must be executed. Haridäsa Öhäkura, such exalted personality, such advanced, still he is numerical counting even up to the point of his death. Therefore he was given the nämäcärya, because so rigid (indistinct). Even at the time of his death, Lord Caitanya requested, "Now you can minimize." "No sir, I cannot minimize." And what is the number? 300,000. These are the examples. (indistinct ) Sometimes... But the regulation is that if one day you cannot finish, you have to finish on the next day. But sixteen rounds is not very large number, the lowest. The lowest in India is twenty-five(?). Here sixteen rounds, twenty-five, not even twenty-five. So the president, local president, must see that the members are chanting. So this way the institution will be managed, then it will make progress. That is our spiritual strength—to observe the regulative principles and at least chant sixteen rounds. Then you do other things. This is the biggest institution of spiritual activities so everyone of us should be spiritually strong. Otherwise, superficially if we want to manage, it will not be possible. (indistinct).

anyäbhiläñitä-çünyaà jïäna-karmädy-anävåtam änukülyena kåñëänu- çélanaà bhaktir uttamä [Brs. 1.1.11]

Änukülyena kåñëänu-çélanam, favorably. Otherwise, it will go to the category of anyäbhiläñitä, material desire-jïäna, karma, yoga, (indistinct).

Interview with the New York Times            September 2, 1972, New Vrindaban

In this society we propose that you give up illicit sex, meat-eating, intoxication and gambling. When people hear this, they go away saying, "Oh, Swamiji is very conservative." But I cannot become liberal and tell everybody, "Go ahead and do all nonsense and you can become God conscious." I cannot possibly recommend that. Therefore my first condition is that if someone wants to become my student he has to follow these four regulative principles. Consequently I do not have many followers, but I do have a select few. Because they are select, they will bring about a revolution in the world. One moon is sufficient to dissipate darkness. If there is one moon, there is no need for millions of stars. It is useless to expect a large number of followers. We want only one good follower. If I can get one man to become Kåñëa conscious, I will consider my mission fulfilled.

Room Conversation                          September 19, 1973, Bombay

Prabhupäda: But you are living since a long time there.

Tamäla Kåñëa: We have been living, but we have not invited others there.

Prabhupäda: No, you invite others or not, whether your program was going on?

Tamäla Kåñëa: No, till then it wasn't, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Then it was simply a joint mess, that you go and collect and come and eat and sleep.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: That is very dangerous. Then you will all fall down. If you make a joint mess, if you go and collect something and then eat and sleep, then everything will be... Therefore I do not want to keep separate. The temple worship means there will be regulative principles, that you will have to rise early in the morning, you have to attend class, kértana... These things, as soon as you give up all these things, zero. Then it will be like karmés, as they are, hard labor, collecting money, and enjoying senses. That's all. So that is the pitfall everywhere. In the church, temple, as soon as they get some nice income, then in the name of "priest," "sädhu," "sannyäsé," they do the same thing. Therefore Gosvämés, they left everything. That is the danger of viñaya, viñaya touch. Viñaya chäòiyä se rase majiyä. As soon as we give up this çravaëam, kértanam, then it becomes viñaya. Viñaya means materialism. There is no spiritualism. Kñurasya dhärä, kñurasya dhärä. Kñura means sharpened razor. If you are careful, you cleanse very nicely. If you are not careful, immediately blood. Immediately. So the spiritual life is like that. As soon as you become little inattentive, immediately mäyä captures, "Yes, come on." Then everything failure. We have got the tendency to enjoy sense. So senses are strong. As soon as there is opportunity, the senses will take advantage immediately. Then your whole business finished, Choöa Haridäsa, and rejected by Mahäprabhu, "Get out." Even associate of Caitanya Mahäprabhu failed, personal associate. So there is chance of falling down even from the personal association of God. Jaya-Vijaya, they had to become demons. So these are the... If we do not follow strictly our regulative principles, routine work, then the whole scheme will be failure. Then, instead of Christianity, it will be "churchianity." You know this word, "churchianity?" You know? Yes. Everywhere this churchianity is going on. And the real aim is how to enjoy sense, under different cover. That is going on all over the world. Therefore it has come to that Rajneesh. Ramakrishna Mission, Rajneesh mission. Vivekananda has given preached, Yata mata tata patha, Rajneesh also, a mata. They have got also followers. Everyone can manufacture his own way of religion. So sense enjoyment, there is free field. This material world means sense enjoyment. But spiritual life means no sense enjoyment, tapasya. Tapo divyam. Sense enjoyment is there even in the hogs. Then where is the difference between man and hog? The man means the more he has denied sense enjoyment, he is advanced. Otherwise the spirit of sense enjoyment there is in the hogs. That is the difference. Näyaà deho deha-bhäjäà nåloke kañöän kämän arhate viò-bhujäà ye [SB 5.5.1]. These ordinary men, they are working so hard, but what is their aim? The aim is sense enjoyment. So keeping the point, sense enjoyment, in view, there is no difference between hogs and human beings. Because they are also working day and night, hogs. A particular animal has been mentioned in the çästra. Näyaà deho deha-bhäjäà nåloke. This ayaà deho nåloke, in the human society, is not meant for working so hard simply for sense enjoyment because this spirit is visible even in the hogs. Then what it is meant...? Tapaù. Tapasä brahmacaryeëa [SB 6.1.13]. That is the point. Çamena, damena. Satya-çaucäbhyäm. Everything is there. And there are different types of sense enjoyment: rüpa, rasa, gandha, çabda, sparça, six kinds. And each sense, there is an object of sense enjoyment. There is eyes, oh, beautiful woman, sense enjoyment. Maithunam, sex life, there are eight kinds of sex. If one thinks within the mind about sex enjoyment, that is also sex. So anyway, that is the danger, keeping a separate department for money collecting. Then it will turn: "Collect money, eat nicely and sleep nicely." And to live in the temple, at least, one is forced to rise early in the morning, take bath, to have darçana. They'll get regulated life. Therefore this temple worship is needed because we are so impure. So at least, in temple, by following the regulative principles, we can keep ourself pure. Otherwise simply chanting is sufficient. There is no need of constructing big, big temples. But we are so impure... That is Jéva Gosvämé's, recommended that as soon as we give up this temple worship method, regulative principles, then we become, in the dress of so-called, we become victim of mäyä. Veçopajévaka. They are working and doing some business, and then our dress will be a means of business. This will be also another material business. Actually they are doing so. So that is the danger of keeping a separate department. What is the use?

So if there is no such program, Deity worship, regulative principles, then it will be a joint mess. Hotel. Transcendental hotel. And transcendental fraud. This will go on. The business will be transcendental fraud, and life will be transcendental hotel.

That is essential. It is essential, regulate, to follow the regulative principles, chanting sixteen rounds, holding class. You can do anything, but this will keep us alive to the Kåñëa consciousness platform. If you neglect that, then that is very risky. Even if you get next life birth in a rich man's family, that is not guarantee.

Morning Walk                                                 April 1, 1974, Bombay

Prabhupäda: One... Abhyäsa-yoga... You practice this. Therefore we say, "You must chant at least sixteen rounds." This is abhyäsa-yoga. When one becomes attached to chanting, he doesn't require to be under discipline. But so long he's not practiced, he must be under... Just like a boy. He's instructed by the teacher, "You must give me at least four pages handwriting." So four pages handwriting means writing, writing, he'll be practiced. So therefore these are the practice. You must...

Chandobhai: Nänya-gäminä.

Prabhupäda: Nänya-gäminä. Because cetäù, mind is very flickering. So unless you fix up your mind under some regulative principles, then it is not possible. (indistinct) Everyone becomes paramahaàsa: "Oh, I am now advanced. I do not require all these regulative principles."

Makhanlal: ...of the sädhana-bhakti, the regulative principles.

Prabhupäda: Yes, vaidhé-bhakti means regulative principles, and when you are accustomed, automatically you perform, that is räga-bhakti.

Room Conversation with Catholic Cardinal and Secretary to the Pope*             May 24, 1974, Rome

Our principle is to become sinless. Because in the Bhagavad-gétä you will find this verse. Find out.

yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpaà janänäà puëya-karmaëäm te dvandva-moha-nirmuktä bhajante mäà dåòha-vratäù [Bg. 7.28]

"Persons who have acted piously in previous lives and in this life, whose sinful actions are completely eradicated and who are freed from the duality of delusion, engage themselves in My service with determination."

Prabhupäda: Purport.

Nitäi: Those eligible for elevation to the transcendental position are mentioned in this verse. For those who are sinful, atheistic, foolish and deceitful, it is very difficult to transcend the duality of desire and hate. Only those who have passed their lives in practicing the regulative principles of religion, who have acted piously and have conquered sinful reactions can accept devotional service and gradually rise to the pure knowledge of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Then, gradually, they can meditate in trance on the Supreme Personality of Godhead. That is the process of being situated on the spiritual platform. This elevation is possible in Kåñëa consciousness in the association of pure devotees who can deliver one from delusion.

Morning Walk                                       June 5, 1974, Geneva

Prabhupäda: The disciple serves Kåñëa under the direction of spiritual master. Vidhi-märga, regulative principles. Vidhi-märga, räga-märga. [break] ...gunarna jata nat krta mukha santi (?). So, I think it is mud.

Satsvarüpa: Here it's getting more and more moist, dew. [break]

Prabhupäda: ...friend, but what is my business? My business is to serve the senses, that's all. Kämädénäm, käma, krodha, lobha, moha, mätsarya, mada, the six kinds of sense gratification I am doing. This is actual... Just like this man, he is thinking he is very big man, but he's servant of his dog. Is it not? But he is thinking that he is very big man. He does not think that "What is my business? To serve this dog in the morning." He has no sense. Because he has no prescribed duty to serve Kåñëa... He must serve, and therefore he must serve dog. That is his position. But still, he's thinking, "Why these foolish people are chanting Hare Kåñëa? I am serving the dog. I am very big man." He has become very big man by serving the dog, and we are trying to serve Kåñëa.

Puñöa-kåñëa: Is a Vaiñëava, is he willing to maintain his body for the service of Lord Kåñëa even if he has to break regulative principles—if it is necessary?

Prabhupäda: If it is necessary.

Morning Walk                                              June 9, 1974, Paris

Bhagavän: When you had your talk several years ago with the professor in Russia, he made the point, when you were discussing about the regulative principles, that if you follow these principles, then your life becomes very simple, and if you don't follow these principles, life becomes very complicated. He appreciated that one point.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Any sane man will appreciate. Our... Anartha-nivåttiù syät. Without anartha-nivåtti... Anartha-nivåtti means stopping all unwanted things. Anartha. Anartha means which does not give us any profit and unnecessarily we are accustomed. Suppose we do not take any intoxicant. So what is our inconvenience? But people are spending millions and millions of dollars only for smoking. Therefore it is useless, anartha. But they cannot give it up. And condition is that without anartha-nivåtti, there cannot be attachment for God. 

ädau çraddhä tataù sädhu-saìgo 'tha bhajana-kriyä tato 'nartha-nivåttiù syät tato niñöhä rucis tataùathäsaktis tato bhävas tataù premäbhyudaïcati sädhakänäm ayaà premëaù prädurbhäve bhavet kramaù  

[Cc. Madhya 23.14-15]

 These are the steps. So after anartha-nivåtti, one is firmly fixed up in devotional service. And if the anarthas are disturbing him, then he's not fixed up. He'll fall down. He'll fall down. That risk is already there. So these people are so much accustomed to this anartha, and they cannot give it up.

Bhagavän: What is the best way to gradually get them detached?

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Bhagavän: The best way to gradually get them detached?

Prabhupäda: Bhajana-kriyä. Therefore bhajana-kriyä, sädhu-saìga [Cc. Madhya 22.83], association with devotees and stick to the devotional program. Just like devotional program we have got. Bhajana-kriyä. This is called bhajana-kriyä. One cannot be slack in the process of devotional service. Then it will be... Vidhi-märga, the regulative principles: chant sixteen rounds, rise early in the morning, have maìgala-ärätrika, read books, take your bath—these are the process. Bhajana-kriyä. Bhajana means devotional service, and kriyä... The yogis, they call kriyä-yoga.

Room Conversation                              June 11, 1974, Paris

Therefore, I say all fourth-class men, they are leaders. Therefore the whole world is in chaotic condition. We require first-class men to lead. We are first-class men. Take our advice, and then everything will be all right. We are creating first-class men. What is the use of fourth-class men leading? All fourth-class men. If I say so frankly, people will be very angry. All fourth-class men. Basically, they're all fourth-class men. Now, these first, second, third-class men are described. So at the present moment, no one belongs to this qualification. Even they are not to the third-class men. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam [Bg. 18.44]. Who is, who is protecting the cows? That is the third-class man's business. So therefore everyone is fourth-class. So the fourth-class men, they are electing their representative to govern. They are also on the big fourth-class men. That is stated in the Bhägavata, çva-viò-varähoñöra-kharaiù saàstutaù puruñaù paçuù [SB 2.3.19]. Where is that verse? Find out. All fourth-class men. Not fourth-class, less than fourth-class. Fourth-class has got also some regulative duty. But at the present moment, no regulative duty. Anyone can do whatever he likes, whatever he thinks. All fifth-class, sixth-class men. No regulative principle. The human life is meant for regulative principles. Just like we are insisting our students only for regulative principles just to make them real human life. No regulative principle means animal life. Animal life. Tapasä brahmacaryeëa yamena niyamena... [SB 6.1.13] The yoga system is there. It is to learn the regulative principles, yamena niyamena vä. The yoga system is very strict regulative principle. I do not know what they are doing. Generally, they misuse also that, but yoga means indriya-saàyama, controlling the senses. That is real yoga system. Because as the animals, they cannot control their senses, similarly... So the human being, having higher intelligence, they should learn how to control the senses. This is human life. Human life means controlling. I give this example. Just like in the... In your country, there is no such shop. In our country, the confectioner's shop is on the roadside, very nice. You have seen in India. They have prepared very nice, nice preparation and exhibited. People come and purchase. So animals, cows, as soon as they take some opportunity, they push their head and take something. Get away. Now, the animal, the cow is passing, and a human being is also passing. But the human being, although he's hungry, he likes to take some of the preparation, but he'll not do like that animal. He knows that "I have no money. So I shall have to restrain my tongue." That is human being. The animal pushes the head. So anyone who cannot carry the regulative principles is animal.

Room Conversation with Bhürijana dasä and Disciples July 1, 1974, Melbourne

Satsvarüpa: "This supreme science was thus received through the chain of disciplic succession and the saintly kings understood it in that way. But in course of time the succession was broken, and therefore the science as it is appears to be lost."

Prabhupäda: That's it. As soon as the discipline broken, then everything is lost. Now you can dance like a dog. That will not affect. Nobody can do that unless there is spiritual strength. Now, last night Madhudviña Mahäräja was singing, and so many men became enthused to dance. So unless there is spiritual strength, it cannot be done. Others cannot ask and dance. No, that is not possible. That is not possible. Unless there is spiritual strength, you cannot enthuse others. So we should have to acquire spiritual strength by following the regulative principle. Sanätana Gosvämé has therefore forbidden. Avaiñëava-mukhodgérëam püta-hari-kathämåtam çravanäm kartavyam: "Those who are not following Vaiñëava principles, one should not hear from him." Why? It is Kåñëa-kathä, Kåñëa's. Now sarpocchiñöa-payo yathä: "Milk is very good, but as soon as it is touched by a serpent, it is no more good. It is harmful." So one must be Vaiñëava. Unless one is Vaiñëava, there is injunction, "Don't hear from him. It will be poisonous." So one who is not following Vaiñëava principle, he cannot speak about Vaiñëava principle. It is harmful. That is forbidden by äcäryas, Sanätana Gosvämé. If somebody says, "What is the harm? He is chanting Hare Kåñëa..." He cannot chant. That is a show-bottle chant. That is not effective. But even taking that "Anyone who is chanting, let me hear," no, Sanätana Gosvämé says, "No, don't hear." It will be harmful more than... 

In other words, if you are not following the Vaiñëava principle, you don't chant. It will not be effective. Did you not see the difference last night? There were many others. They could not join in the dancing. So far gathering men, if you do not gather intelligent men, then what is the use of gathering men? Ekaç candras tamo hanti na ca tärä sahasraçaù: "If there is one moon, that is sufficient. What is the use of millions of stars?" If one is perfect Vaiñëava, that is sufficient. So Caitanya Mahäprabhu's movement is... There are so many... Such a big instruction book. It is not that, whimsical. But still, we recommend that "Go on chanting." This will help you anywhere. That is also good. It is exactly like that: if you ignite wood for fire, if the wood is dry, the fire takes place immediately, and if it is moist, then it takes time. Only smoke will come. So smoke is not required. The blazing fire required. Then if from the wood, if simply smoke comes you cannot (chuckles) take any work out of it. There is traces of fire. As soon as there is smoke, there is fire, but it is not useful. It is useful for troubling your eyes only. What is smoke? Smoke means also fire. But you require blazing fire, not smoke fire. So blazing fire takes place if the wood is dry, immediately takes place. Otherwise, you go on enjoying the smoke. Be satisfied. "When there is smoke, there is fire." But it will not be useful. (chuckling) It will be useful, gradually the wood will dry. It takes long time. Just try to understand this example. You require the flame, not the smoke. But if you are satisfied with the smoke, that is your business. If you simply be satisfied—"The smoke is also fire. Unless there is fire, why the smoke comes?"—that's a good argument, but smoke will not help you. You require the flame. That flame cannot be produced if the wood is wet. Wet means materially contaminated. Is that example all right?

Satsvarüpa: Yes, that's true.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So pure devotional service is flame. All other things are smoke. You must get the flame. Otherwise, your business will not get done. So naturally we fan when there is smoke, "Phat, phat, phat." As soon as flame comes, there is no smoke. So again fan it. Let the flame come. Then everything will be all right. Otherwise be satisfied with the smoke. You are cooking with smoke for three hundred years. (laughter) There is a very humorous story that one man... He was a yogi. So he approached. It is not story, it is fact. Approached one big man that... As people are very inquisitive to see some yogic magic, so the rich man asked the yogi, "What you have learned about yogic perfection?" "No, I can in the severe winter season, I can dip myself in the water up to this and practice yoga." "So, how long can you remain? At night?" "Yes. No, I can remain the whole night or as long as you..." "All right, if you remain within severe cold, within water, overnight, then I shall give you such and such presentation." So he agreed, and he did it. And in the morning, when the man came, so he said, "Oh, you are successful." Then he did not... Either he had no money or he did not want to give. So he had his one advisor, "So what shall I do?" "No, no sir, you cannot give money." "Why?" "Now, there was heat." "So how there was heat?" You know, in India they give äkäça-pradépa? During Kärttika month they... This is our Vaiñëava principle, I think. The lamp is there on the head of the roof. On the roof there is a bamboo, and in the top of the bamboo there is light. So this man was in the lake. And his advisor said, "You have seen that the lamp was there, and heat was coming." (laughing) That lamp was three miles away and still, he advised, "Yes, there was heat. Therefore he could tolerate." So what can be said? He is poor man. So there was another servant of that big man. So he appealed to him that "See, I took so much trouble and he did not pay me anything." "So don't worry. I shall see that you are paid." What is that? Some presentation?

Paramahaàsa: Yes. First of all, I will pay my obeisances.

Prabhupäda: Then that servant, while he was employed, there was an urgent business. The rich man said that "Tomorrow I am going. You must come and go with me." So suppose he was to go at ten o'clock. Then at nine o'clock a messenger came: "You are ready?" "No, just I am cooking. Then I shall finish my cooking, take my meals and then we shall go." So he was very angrily inquired, "So why you did not...?" "No, I am cooking." "Where you are cooking?" Now, he has three bamboos, and on the top there was a pot, rice pot, and he was giving fire here. So that rich man came and saw. "What kind of cooking this is?" "No, there is heat. It is going on." (laughter) "So how you do this, such a nonsense." "No, if the temperature from the lamp on the roof of the sky could protect that man, why not it will be cooking?" Then he could understand this is the reply. So that man was paid. So this kind of progress, cooking, three miles above, a pot, a little fire, it will not act. There must be proper adjustment of cooking. Then you can cook food and eat. A little smoke or little fire and three miles away the cooking pot, in this way, cooking is useless attempt. One must be serious to cook. There is method how to cook. If you don't adopt that method and if you cook in your whimsical way, you will never be able to eat. If you say, "I shall cook in my way," and if you adopt that process, will it help? Na siddhià sa aväpnoti na sukhaà na paraà...

Morning Walk                                  February 3, 1975, Hawaii

Siddha-svarüpa: They are strictly following regulative principles and chanting their rounds and having morning äratik in their homes. And evening also, they are chanting. So instead of fighting, I think we should only try to encourage everybody to chant and follow the regulative principles.

Prabhupäda: No, that is... Whether you live in temple or outside temple, the rules and regulation and the process must be followed. Then you are successful. It doesn't matter that you have to live in the temple. Gåhe thäko vane thäko, 'hä gauräìga' bo'le òäko. Not that everyone has to live in the temple. If he does not agree with other Godbrothers, friends, he can live separately. But he must follow the rules and regulation. That is wanted. But if you live with devotees, it will be automatically done.

Siddha-svarüpa: Easy.

Prabhupäda: Therefore it is recommended that you live with devotees. But if you cannot agree with the devotees, you have got your own opinion, then you cannot make a new opinion so far the process is concerned. That must be followed. This is not good idea, that "Whatever I do, it is my independence, and I will chant." So that is good in sense that some day he will come to senses. Otherwise, for the time being, the chant is not very powerful. The fire in wet wood is not powerful. It will create some smoke. Although the fire is there. But if you put dry wood, immediately it will be blazing, and your business will be quickly done. This is intelligence. There are many examples. A patient suffering from disease, a doctor said, "You should do; you should not do." So if we follow "You should not do," then it becomes quickly recovered. But if he becomes under the treatment of the doctor at the same time he does all nonsense, then how it can be successful? It will take time. That is stated in the Caitanya-caritämåta. Päpi jane aparädha ächäya pracüra. Päpi jane aparädha ächäya... Offenseless chanting is the ultimate goal. In the beginning we are not offenseless, but by chanting, chanting, by practice, we gradually become offenseless. But this is necessary, that you should be offenseless.

Morning Walk                                       February 3, 1975, Hawaii

Devotee (3): Çréla Prabhupäda, it's very difficult to control my mind when I chant. It wanders.

Prabhupäda: So what is the controlling of mind? You have to chant and hear, that's all. You have to chant with your tongue, and the sound you hear, that's all. What is the question of mind?

Therefore we advise our student four regulative principles: no illicit sex, no meat-eating, no gambling, no intoxication. Plus chanting the holy name of God. Then you remain immune from the infection.

Conversation with the GBC                  March 27, 1975, Mäyäpur

Atreya Åñi: Put the pledge on the agenda, Prabhu. (Oath of Allegiance)

Jayatértha: You want to read that pledge?

Atreya Åñi: You want me to read it, Prabhu?

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes, yes.

Jayatértha: I think so.

Prabhupäda: Everyone may hear.

Atreya Åñi: I... The same pledge, that the Indian gentleman has written, where it says, "Prabhupäda, I, Mr. So and So, karmé name, initiated name in parenthesis, date of birth, at present residing at, of certain nationality, do hereby solemnly affirm, declare and state as under as follows: I state I have been elected or nominated a member of Governing Body Commission, under the recommendation of my Guru Mahäräja, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupäda, founder and äcärya of Kåñëa Consciousness Movement..."

Rüpänuga: Supreme Authority.

Atreya Åñi: Shall I...

Satsvarüpa: Yes, Prabhupäda wanted it...

Rüpänuga: Äcärya and supreme authority.

Atreya Åñi: It's down... There as well?

Jayatértha: There as well.

Rüpänuga: Everywhere. Everywhere.

Atreya Åñi: "Äcärya and..., of Kåñëa consciousness movement under the banner of International Society for Kåñëa Consciousness. I state that I have imposed all my faith, integrity and honesty in my aforesaid Guru Mahäräja with the result he is the sole responsible person and supreme authority of my present position and status which I have gained and I am holding in the organization of the International Society for Kåñëa Consciousness. I, the said Mr. So and So, both names, do hereby swear in the name of Kåñëa that I will bear true faith and alliance to the constitution, by-laws, rules, regulations and directions which," and this has been added, "which have been given, including four regulative principles..."

Madhudviña: They should be stated too.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Madhudviña: The four regulative principles should be stated.

Prabhupäda: No, that may not be. We know, everyone.
Madhudviña: We know it, but does someone else know it?

Prabhupäda: Is it necessary to mention?

Rüpänuga: It's a legal document also.

Bhagavän: Yeah, it should be mentioned.

Prabhupäda: Mentioned? Mention.

Rüpänuga: If it was in parentheses, it would be better for a legal document.

Jayatértha: That's not a legal document.

Rüpänuga: It's a legal document. This is a legal document.

Atreya Åñi: "And chanting sixteen rounds very seriously."

Madhudviña: Daily.

Atreya Åñi: "Daily."

Madhudviña: At least.

Brahmänanda: And free from the offenses.

Haàsadüta: We have to take some...

Jayatértha: Who's chanting free from the offenses?

Prabhupäda: No, no, don't...
Atreya Åñi: "Very seriously" is all I can say.

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes, do that.
Atreya Åñi: I cannot say "free of offenses." Because...

Prabhupäda: "Seriously" means without offense.
Atreya Åñi: ...I am degraded. "Very seriously, or may be given to me from time to time directly, these directions, by my aforesaid Guru Mahäräja, or through his books, or..." In other words, direction given, instruction given, directly by him or through his...

Prabhupäda: Better directly.

Atreya Åñi: No "His books"?

Prabhupäda: No.

Atreya Åñi: Not necessary.

Prabhupäda: Because I may give direction according to the time.

Atreya Åñi: "Or" means both.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Atreya Åñi: "Or" can mean... All right. "Or through his commissioners..."(?)

Prabhupäda: Direct, direct instruction is important. Just like Kåñëa. In the books He has given many instructions, but then He says, sarva-dharmän parityaja. If one says that "You gave me instruction before like this. How can I give up this?" so that is not important. The direct instruction is important.
Morning Walk                               April 8, 1975, Mäyäpur

Satsvarüpa: Çréla Prabhupäda, there's also a question of reciprocation. You have so many disciples, thousands, and one devotee was asking me yesterday, "How does... I want to please Çréla Prabhupäda. How does he know my progress and my service because I'm..., when I'm so far away from him and if I don't write him?"

Prabhupäda: So his representatives are there, the president, the GBC. They will see.

Mädhavänanda: The representatives.

Jayädvaita: The representative may be there, but what is my personal relationship?

Prabhupäda: Hm? To obey your spiritual master. Whatever he has said, you follow strictly. Follow the regulative principles. Chant sixteen rounds. That's all.

Morning Walk                                May 20, 1975, Melbourne

Devotee (4): How does one become strong?

Prabhupäda: That we have given. Be strict in following the regulative principle, chant Hare Kåñëa. That's all.

Devotee (4): Just the four regulative principles?

Prabhupäda: Yes, no illicit sex, no... This is the method, and chanting is the process. Then you will remain strong. And if you neglect, then you become weak. To remain strong is not difficult, but we don't want to remain strong. That is our decision. Otherwise it is not difficult. But we don't want to remain strong. We voluntarily become weak. Then mäyä catches, "Come on."

Devotee (2): Is it necessary to see the Deity regularly in order to remain strong?

Prabhupäda: Yes, everything necessary as we have prescribed. If you think that it is not necessary, unnecessary, then you under the mäyä. Why do you take that, "Is it necessary?" That means you are not strong enough. You cannot follow; therefore you say, "Is it necessary?" You are considering. That means you are becoming prey to mäyä. As soon as you ask this, that means you have already fallen a victim of mäyä.

Devotee (1): Kåñëa says "without doubting."

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hari-çauri: So how to get those people who are immersed in mäyä to become serious? When we go out and we preach our saìkértana movement, how to get...

Prabhupäda: They will become gradually. Not all of a sudden. They are purchasing one book. They will read, and gradually they will be elevated. You go to school, but all of a sudden, you cannot say that "I am M.A." You have to wait. That is called dhairya, utsähäd dhairyät. One should be very enthusiastic, at the same time, patient. If you think that "I am very enthusiastic; still, I am not getting the result," be patient. Niçcayät. Be sure the result will come, but be patient. These are the ways. Utsähäd dhairyät niçcayät tat-tat-karma-pravartanät. You have to follow the regulative principles. Sato våtteù. You should be honest. You are not following, and still, you say "I am devotee." That means you are not honest. Sato våtteù sädhu-saìge, and in the association of devotees. Ñaòbhir bhaktiù prasidhyati. By following these six principles, you advance. This is the Rüpa Gosvämé's instruction.

Devotee (1): Sädhana means accepting discipline.

Prabhupäda: Eh, yes. Do you think that solving the problem of birth, death and old age and disease is very easy task? (chuckles) You have to very, very strongly... Those who do not care, that is another thing. They are under these laws, going on. Life after life, they are changing body, again birth, again death, again in the womb of mother. They do not take it seriously, how risky life is that. They do not take it. "Oh, what is that?" Now, in Kali-yuga, the mother is killing the child. Even within the womb of mother is not safe. This is going on. So they do not take that how this way of life is risky and uncomfortable. They do not take it seriously. To enter again into the womb of mother, how difficult job and troublesome it is, they do not understand it. For want of education.

Hari-çauri: So those persons who do not take even their material predicament seriously, then it is the same when they approach, they see our devotees. They do not take us seriously.

Prabhupäda: No, they are given chance. Even they fall down, they guaranteed best life in the next birth, çucénäà çrématäà gehe [Bg. 6.41], to take birth in devotee's or nice brähmaëa's house. So they get again chance. So our point should be why another chance? Finish this business in this life. That is determination. Why another chance? I may be misled again. That should be our determination. "Finish this business, this life. One life let me be strict in following the discipline and regulative principles." This is called tapasya, that "Although it is inconvenient, I must do it to solve my problems." That is determination, dåòha-vrata, firm determination.

Devotee (5): They have to come to the temple to be trained up?

Prabhupäda: Temple or no temple, you must be firmly determined. You can have God realization under this tree if you have got firm determination. Anywhere you can stay. But temple is the ordinary way, facility. If you are so, I mean to say, elevated, you may not come to temple, but ordinarily, for the neophytes, they must come to the temple. Why he does not come? Does he think that he has become very elevated? That is false. Haridäsa Öhäkura, he was not going to the Jagannätha temple, but Jagannätha was coming to him. So if you are so strong like Haridäsa Öhäkura, that is another thing. But if you falsely think or imitate Haridäsa Öhäkura, then you go to hell. That's all. We should not falsely think that "Now I am advanced and elevated. I can do whatever I like." That is not our...

Amogha: Çréla Prabhupäda, Lord Brahmä created something called self-deception. Would self-deception mean that if I think I am forced to fall down, but actually I wanted to fall down, but I think, "Oh, I am forced"? Is that self-deception?

Prabhupäda: Force? Force means if you violate the rules, then you are forced. If you contaminate some disease, then you are forced to suffer from the disease. If you don't contaminate, then you remain safe.

Hari-çauri: But one must come to that point of being serious to recognize the problems of life? Before one can understand your books, the karmé must become serious to understand that he is in misery and that he must get out?

Prabhupäda: So without understanding, you were initiated? Do you think? Why you were initiated if you did not understand the seriousness? Why do you take initiation? That means cheating. You do not understand; still, you show that "I am now understanding." [break]

Hari-çauri: It seems to be very difficult if they are not very serious about anything...

Prabhupäda: No, that is missionary activities, that they do not understand, but you have to make them understand. They are not calling you, "I am suffering. Please come," but it is your business to go and let them know that "You are suffering. You take this method." That is the way of becoming very quickly recognized by Kåñëa. Otherwise, if you think, "They are not understanding, what is the use of going there? Let me sleep," that is not good. They are not understanding; still, you have to go. Then Kåñëa will take that "He is laboring so hard for My sake." Never mind he is successful. It doesn't matter. But you are working hard for Kåñëa. That is noted down. So our business is to be recognized by Kåñëa. Whether one man is converted or not converted, that is not our business. We shall try our best. But Kåñëa must see that I am giving service to Kåñëa. That's all. That is wanted. Not that you have to judge that you have approached so many men; nobody became Kåñëa conscious.

That doesn't matter. But you have gone there. You have endeavored your sincere effort. That is recognized by Kåñëa. That is the order of Caitanya Mahäprabhu. Yäre dekha, täre kaha 'kåñëa'-upadeça: [Cc. Madhya 7.128] "Whomever you meet, you give him, you inform him the instruction of Kåñëa." Caitanya Mahäprabhu never said that "You see that he has actually become Kåñëa conscious." Never says. You simply say and go and say. That is your business. It is not that you have to see that he has become Kåñëa conscious. It is not so easy to become Kåñëa conscious. It is not so easy. It will take, bahünäà janmanäm ante [Bg. 7.19], after many, many births. But you have to do your duty. Go and preach. Yäre dekha, täre kaha 'kåñëa'-upadeça [Cc. Madhya 7.128]. Your duty is finished. Of course, you will try to convert him. If he is not converted, that is not deviation of your duty. You have to simply go and speak. Just like when I came to your country, I never expected any success because I knew, "As soon as I will say, 'No illicit sex, no meat-eating,' they will reject me immediately."

(laughter) So I was not hopeful at all.

Devotee (1): They are so attached.

Prabhupäda: Yes. But it is your kindness that you accepted me. But I never expected. I never expected that "These people will accept." I never expected.

Hari-çauri: So simply if we rely on Kåñëa...

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is our only business.

Hari-çauri: And if we look for results, then...

Prabhupäda: And we should do our duty as prescribed by the spiritual master. Guru-kåñëa-kåpäya [Cc. Madhya 19.151]. Then both sides, you will be favored, from the spiritual master and from Kåñëa. And that is the success. My Guru Mahäräja was publishing one paper, Dayinika (?) Nadiya Prakash. It was worth two paisa or one paisa. So if a brahmacäré could sell a few copies, he would have been so glad. You see? The collection was not even four annas. Still, he was so glad that "Oh, you have distributed so much." Our business is to carry out the order, not to see success. Success is not so easy. That is not so easy.

Hari-çauri: Is this the reason why others who have preceded yourself earlier on, is this the reason why they were not successful, because they were trying to judge the results?

Prabhupäda: Who?

Hari-çauri: Others who have come before yourself? When they tried to preach in the Western countries?

Prabhupäda: They did not try. They came officially, and that's all. Not even tried to preach this.

Devotee (1):. Just like Arjuna on the battlefield, you simply had to try for Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Arjuna said, kariñye vacanaà tava: [Bg. 18.73] "Yes, I shall carry out Your order, nothing else. Yes, You are asking me to fight. I will fight. That's all."

Devotee (3): Çréla Prabhupäda, if one goes to the temple, if one attends the temple regularly and inquires from the devotees about the devotional principles, and because of some reason, it's not necessarily... it's not convenient for him to live in the temple at that time, and he is living with people...

Prabhupäda: No, no, you live in temple or without temple, if you follow the instruction, that is wanted. If you live without temple and chant sixteen rounds and observe the regulative principle, that's all right. It doesn't require that you should live in the temple. And if you live in the temple and do all nonsense, then what is the use of living in the temple?
Devotee: Is it wrong to think of initiation then? Or initiated also? (?)

Prabhupäda: Their "thinking" means they are not fixed up. That very word suggest that they are not fixed up. Oh, initiation can take place anywhere.

Çrutakérti: He's saying those that are initiated, must they live in the temple? He's making the...

Prabhupäda: No, no, must follow the regulative principle, not that must live in temple. 

Room Conversation with Director of Research of the Dept. of Social Welfare                        May 21, 1975, Melbourne

But even a small percentage ideal men there are in the society, at least people will think, 

"Oh, here is ideal." 

But there is no such facility. We are training, sometimes people laugh, "What is this nonsense?" They criticize.

These leaders of the society do not encourage. Yesterday I was talking with one priest. So about illicit sex life he said that "What is the wrong there? It is a great pleasure." We are training, we are advocating that illicit sex is sinful. 

Our first condition is that one must give up these four things: illicit sex, meat-eating, intoxication, and gambling. 

This is my first condition before accepting.

Morning Walk                                        June 23, 1975, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: Yes. We shall make a program, and it may be approved by the professors, and then we will let them study.

Dharmädhyakña: Çréla Prabhupäda, there's some questions here.

Prabhupäda: And there should be one practical examination, not only theoretical, but practical. This will be the chanting and following the regulative principles. (laughter) Otherwise it will not be successful. It will be successful. It will take some time. But if they take help of this practical life it will be very easily successful.

Dharmädhyakña: In the catalogue we say that to get a degree one must be following the regulative principles, that that is as much an important requirement as the study, academic study.

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is very important thing. Otherwise, just like in India, there are caste brähmaëas, but they have no ideal, and therefore it is not working.

R. C. with Mr. & Mrs. Wax, Writer and Editing Manager of Playboy Magazine        July 5, 1975, Chicago

Devotee: Çréla Prabhupäda, because you are presenting this knowledge so purely, then it's possible for the common man to understand this knowledge without chanting and following the four regulative principles.

Prabhupäda: That is not possible. That is not possible. Ceto-darpaëa-märjanam [Cc. Antya 20.12]. You have to cleanse the mirror of your consciousness, then the reflection will be properly viewed. If you keep it dirty, then it is not possible. Therefore we require first-class men to understand this philosophy, not the fourth-class man. If you keep him fourth-class man, it is not possible.

Morning Walk                                        July 8, 1975, Chicago

Devotee: What is to become of those devotees that leave ISKCON and take to breaking the regulative principles, and stop chanting sixteen rounds?

Prabhupäda: Explain.

Devotee: There are even brähmaëas in our temple who have left the temple and they are acting just like karmés.

Prabhupäda: So they were wrongly initiated. We want recommendation from the authority, whether one should be initiated, but they gave wrong information. That is the defect of the informer. [break]

Tamäla Kåñëa: ...Hari-näma initiation can be a little more liberal.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Tamäla Kåñëa: But brähmaëa initiation should be strict.

Prabhupäda: Very strict. Very strict means he must be observed that he is actually chanting sixteen rounds, following the regulative principles. That's all.
Tamäla Kåñëa: Those are the important...?

Prabhupäda: These are the criterions, that he is actually, seriously doing this. Then he can be initiated. Otherwise useless. He will fall down. [break]

Morning Walk                                 September 30, 1975, Bombay

Prabhupäda: That abhiniveña gives him trouble. So this abhiniveña can be removed by increasing Kåñëa consciousness. And the Kåñëa consciousness is increased by following the regulative duties. Rise early in the morning, have maìgala ärati, this, that, up to ten o'clock. Means vidhi.

Dr. Patel: That is religious vidhi.

Prabhupäda: So by vidhi, he becomes practiced, and....

Dr. Patel: That becomes a nature then.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Then it is nature.

Dr. Patel: And finally it gives you säkñäd-dharma. (?)

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Dr. Patel: All that thing...

Prabhupäda: They are... The vidhi-niñedha, if you give up vidhi-niñedha, then you cannot improve.

Dr. Patel: No, the vidhi-niñedha is a must. Otherwise you are daitya sort of a thing, even though you may be practicing anything.

Prabhupäda: So that they are doing. They are following the regulative principles: no illicit sex, no intoxication, no meat-eating. This is the niñedha.

Room Conversation                               November 25, 1975, Delhi

Prabhupäda: So in every center they must rise early in the morning. They must follow the regulative principles. They must attend class. Otherwise let them go out. We don't want. And if anyone wants to marry, first of all he must show that he has some earning capacity. Not that "Because there are so many girls, and I marry one to satisfy my senses..." I thought that boy was nice, and I heard all these stories. That is also another defect, that we have got young boys and young girls open for lovemaking. And brahmacäré means strictly prohibited to see the face of woman. But we cannot stop it. That is also another defect. Fire is good and butter is good, but when they come together everything become bad. Is it not? Fire is good, just like heat. And butter is good, healthy. But when they come together the butter melts and the fire extinguished. This is mäyä's arrangement. Puàsa striyä mithuné-bhävam etam. This whole world is going on by the sex attraction, and when they come together both of them become spoiled. Therefore it has to be dealt with very, very carefully, so many rules, regulation. [break] ...used, Nitäi?

Nitäi: Whenever there is necessity.

Prabhupäda: Compulsory.

Nitäi: Compulsory. When there's rule, vidhi.

Prabhupäda: Therefore it is said, vrajet, "must." Tasmäd guruà prapadyeta [SB 11.3.21]. At least let us inform the whole world that the process of civilization, education, everything rotten. That we have to say.

Morning Walk                                 December 11, 1975, Våndävana

Akñayänanda Swami: Price has risen and quality has lessened. (pause) Prabhupäda, you know the ISKCON centres you have started they are just like actually Vaikuëöha, they are so nice. Even the Gauòéya Matha centres were not so nice. Just like an installation of Vaikuëöha. They're so clean and nice. (indistinct) ...help becoming devotees by visiting your centers. Becomes almost automatic.

Prabhupäda: Follow the regulative principles, it will remain, always Vaikuëöha. 

Otherwise again material world.

Akñayänanda Swami: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Free hotel. (laughs) That's all. And free hotel will not endure.
Akñayänanda Swami: No.

Prabhupäda: Svayam eva sphuraty adaù. By service spirit beginning with tongue Hare Kåñëa. Then everything is revealed, Vaikuëöha atmosphere... Sethji has not come out.

Akñayänanda Swami: Of course we accept, ah, when you tell us to chant sixteen rounds, we accept that figure as being, in perfect faith, that you're the äcärya, but ah, what if others we wanted to convince, is there any, any ah, çästr... Is there any Vedic verse we can refer to to corroborate that at least they must chant sixteen rounds. Or that many number of names?

Prabhupäda: No. In the çästra it is not said like that...

Akñayänanda Swami: I see.

Prabhupäda: It is said, çaìkhy-pürvakaù...

Akñayänanda Swami: Çaìkhy-pürvakaù.

Prabhupäda: You must fix up.

Akñayänanda Swami: Counting.

Prabhupäda: You must fix up in numerical strength.

Akñayänanda Swami: I see.

Prabhupäda: Whatever you can.

Akñayänanda Swami: Yes.

Prabhupäda: But I have fixed up sixteen rounds, because you cannot do.
Akñayänanda Swami: That's all we can do.

Prabhupäda: (smiling, touch of irony) Yes. That also is difficult.

Akñayänanda Swami: Yes. (laughing)

Prabhupäda: Otherwise, Haridäsa Öhäkura was chanting 300,000. So, That is not possible. You should not imitate, but whatever you fix up you must do.

Akñayänanda Swami: Yes. Yes.

Prabhupäda: That is wanted.

Akñayänanda Swami: Yes. I was told in the beginning you asked the first disciples to chant 64 rounds?

Prabhupäda: Yes. I asked them to chant 32?

Prabhupäda: (grinning) Hm.

Akñayänanda Swami: Is that correct?

Prabhupäda: Çaìkhy-pürvaka näma-gaëa-natibhiù. Çaìkhya purva, or numerical strength must be there. And you should follow rigidly.
Akñayänanda Swami: So if, if we are serious and sincere, it means that that sixteen will increase to, ah, to continuously chanting.

Prabhupäda: You can do also now. It's not that because I've finished sixteen rounds...

Akñayänanda Swami: No.

Prabhupäda: You can increase. But that sixteen must be finished.

Morning Walks                                January 22-23, 1976, Mäyäpura

Jayapatäkä: Yesterday you mentioned to the secretary that the members of legislature should all be Vaiñëavas. They should all be brahminically qual...

Prabhupäda: Brähmaëa-vaiñëava.

Jayapatäkä: Brähmaëa-vaiñëava. Then they could give true advice.

Prabhupäda: Yes. What is this nonsense asses and pigs and dogs and cats? What they will do?

Jayapatäkä: One goal we could have is that they would pass a law that no one could be a member of a legislature who didn't follow the four regulative principles.

Prabhupäda: Who will do that? That can be possible if you spread Kåñëa consciousness movement very widely and they become convinced that "We shall not vote anyone to these rascals. We must have a Vaiñëava." Then everything will be changed. That is the only opportunity, that if people become Vaiñëava and they decide that "We are not going to vote anyone who is not a Vaiñëava," then everything will be all right.

Morning Walk                                       February 4, 1976, Mäyäpura 

Not that because you have taken to devotional..., you have become immediately. The process has begun immediately, curing process. But we should not think that we have become perfect. That is wrong. Yajïa-däna-tapaù-karma na tyäjyam. Therefore you must follow the regulative principles. As soon as you become a rascal—"Now I have become advanced. I don't require to chant sixteen rounds. I can do whatever I like"—then he has gone to hell. Upstart, immediately he becomes paramahaàsa. He's a rascal. He was given the path of becoming paramahaàsa. One is admitted in the school, he must learn, and one day he will become M.A. But simply by entering in the school, if he says, "I am M.A.," that is rascaldom. This is a chance. To become jitendriya is very difficult task. But it is easy if he immediately becomes a pure devotee. Anyäbhiläñitä-çüëyam: [Brs. 1.1.11] "Everything make zero, all desire, except Kåñëa consciousness." That is wanted. But that does not become very easily done. One has to try very rigidly; then he'll be paramahaàsa. Therefore amongst the devotees, there are three grades: kaniñöha-adhikäré, madhyama-adhikäré, and uttama-adhikäré. So if the kaniñöha-adhikäré thinks that "I have become uttama-adhikäré," then he's a rascal. He's a rascal. If he wants to imitate the uttama-adhikäré, then he's a rascal.

Hådayänanda: Is that cheating propensity?

Prabhupäda: Not cheating. Foolishness. It may not be cheating, but he does not know. Arcäyäm eva haraye püjäà yat çraddhayehate... What is that? Na tad-bhakteñu cänyeñu...

Hådayänanda: Bhaktaù präkåtaù.

Prabhupäda: Sa bhaktaù präkåtaù småtaù. The beginning is arcä, arcana. And because he was given the chance of arcana, if he thinks that "I become paramahaàsa," then he's a foolish. It will take time. The process is there. Therefore preaching is madhyama-adhikäré. One should take to preaching work gradually. When the preaching... Preachers, they have got discrimination, "Here is abhakta; here is bhakta." But in the paramahaàsa stage, uttama-adhikäré, he sees "Everyone is devotee. I am not devotee." That is uttama-adhikäré. Just like Kaviräja Gosvämé said, puréñera kéöa haite muïi se laghiñöha [Cc. Ädi 5.205]. Sanätana Gosvämé said that "I am born in low-grade family. My work is low grade."

Morning Walk                                   March 12, 1976, Mäyäpur

Prabhupäda: Ah, heaps of, yes. [break] ...Mahäprabhu, He immediately gives how to love and serve Kåñëa, because this Kali-yuga, they will not be able to follow the regulative principles and become elevated. So He is therefore mahä-vadänyäya. He is giving a process-immediately, if followed, he becomes a lover of Kåñëa and His service, immediately. Namo mahä-vadänyäya kåñëa-prema-pradäya te [Cc. Madhya 19.53]. [break]

Morning Walk                                     June 7, 1976, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: That's all right. Authority, where? What is that? That I've already explained. Why these rascals do not take the lessons of Caitanya Mahäprabhu that we are all rascals, fools? No. That they will not take. They'll take the Rädhäräëé's bhäva. What Caitanya Mahäprabhu is teaching by His practical life, that we have to take.

Rämeçvara: There is one statement, Çréla Prabhupäda, regarding devotional service in a reverential mood. So they have found some quote, they are quoting, that this reverential devotional service is an impediment towards developing pure love.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Another place they quote that regulative principles are a hindrance on the path. Because there's a statement that I think Yämunäcärya says.

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Tamäla Kåñëa: There's a statement somewhere in one of your books that when one attains the highest platform...

Prabhupäda: Then where is that highest platform?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes, there's no question of it.

Rämeçvara: One must go through stages.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: You gave the example of trying to get an M.A. degree.

Prabhupäda: Yes. One has to come to that highest stage. It is not forbidden. That may be ideal, but not for the neophytes. You must.... One who does not know ABCD, what he will know about M.A. degrees? That they do not know. They think that they have already passed M.A. degree. That is their fault.

Tamäla Kåñëa: There's another statement, I saw them, where it says, it's a quote, that you can treat Kåñëa as your lover and Kåñëa will reciprocate.

Hari-çauri: And they underlined the two words "you can" treat Kåñëa as your lover. In this way they're taking your quotes out of context.

Rämeçvara: This is one of their main, the main ideas in their philosophy is that the living entity can desire to have any relationship he wants with Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: That's all right, he can desire. I already explained: first deserve, then desire.

Tamäla Kåñëa and Rämeçvara: Deserve then desire, oh.

Prabhupäda: You are rascal, how you can desire? You have no qualification, you desire to high-court judge. What is this nonsense?

Rämeçvara: But then they have an answer.

Prabhupäda: What is that answer?

Rämeçvara: That "Let me just try it anyway, to keep my mind thinking..."

Prabhupäda: How you can try it? First of all, be qualified, a big lawyer. Then you become high-court judge. Where is that qualification? You are after illicit sex and biòi and you want to be associated with the gopés.

Rämeçvara: They say that "In ISKCON, we do not..."

Prabhupäda: Let them say all nonsense. They are disqualified. Sahajiyä bäbäjés, that's all.

Tamäla Kåñëa: There's about forty of them in this temple. Fifty. There's fifty of them in this temple, Prabhupäda.

Rämeçvara: Oh, really?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Oh, yes.

Hari-çauri: A women's group and a men's group.

Tamäla Kåñëa: There's a women's group with about twenty-five or thirty.

Hari-çauri: The thing is that they're going around and they're soliciting for people to come and join their group, and then immediately they come, they immediately take them into all the details of the gopés with Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Then let them.... Unless they follow the regulative principles, there is no place for that in the temple. Let them go out.

Rämeçvara: They are following.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: That is their fault. They want to utilize the love affairs of Kåñëa and gopés for their debauchery. That is a support for their debauchery. That is sahajiyä.

Tamäla Kåñëa: That's the meaning of sahajiyä.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Tamäla Kåñëa: So that's on their minds.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Tamäla Kåñëa: They're frustrated.

Prabhupäda: We are restricting, "No illicit sex." They will put that "Here is illicit sex between the gopés and Kåñëa."

Tamäla Kåñëa: So we can also do it.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is their...

Tamäla Kåñëa: Breaking the principles.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hari-çauri: Because sädhana-bhakti is a gradual process, they immediately want the highest perfection quickly.

Prabhupäda: That is the danger. But if they at once go to räsa-lélä, because they are not trained up neither they are liberated, they'll think this räsa-lélä is just like our young boys, young girls mix together, have sex like that. So it is supported our.... "Why should we restrict to no illicit sex, no this, no rules and regulations? We shall do all nonsense." That's all. And become a gopé. It is very good to aspire to become high-court judge, but how you can become high-court judge without qualification? That they are not thinking. They have no qualification, they have illicit sex, pregnant, going to abortion, and they're high-court judge.

Rämeçvara: They say Ajämila had no qualification and he just chanted.

Prabhupäda: Ajämila had no qualification. Therefore they should have no qualification.

Rämeçvara: They say...

Prabhupäda: They say. Now you accept them as authority, "They say." What is they? What they are?

Rämeçvara: Ajämila's qualification was he thought of Kåñëa at the time of death.

Prabhupäda: Yes. But you cannot think.

Rämeçvara: They want to think of the gopés at the time of death.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Then practice.

Prabhupäda: What they will think of at the death, why you are conjecturing now? Their habits are rascal, they're making pregnant, illicit sex, what they will think? Anyway, if we give indulgence to these people, then this preaching work will be hampered.

Tamäla Kåñëa: No, we're not going to do that.

Prabhupäda: Or they should be separated. Otherwise, it will be bad example, and all restrictions will be broken.

Tamäla Kåñëa: If they don't change their mentality, then they should live separately, do their own society.

Prabhupäda: And they'll do that. (japa) That sahajiyä tendency is very easy to take up.

Hari-çauri: It seems like it's an inherent thing in...

Prabhupäda: Thinking of Rädhä-Kåñëa lélä, that is in liberated stage, not in the conditioned stage.

Tamäla Kåñëa: I could never understand, Çréla Prabhupäda, why, I was always wondering why in all of your books you're always blasting so much time on the sahajiyäs, and I was not.... Now I see why, because the tendency is so easy. I could never, I'd always think, "Why is Prabhupäda saying so much? Because they're only in India."

Rämeçvara: He's thinking that this is a small group.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes, in India, but now I see it's an easy mentality for anyone's mind that can be adopted. That's why Prabhupäda was stressing.

Rämeçvara: And as our movement gets more and more members, there will be more and more people who will be exhibiting this sahajiyä tendency.

Tamäla Kåñëa: That's why it's in every book Prabhupäda speaks about it without fail.

Prabhupäda: Anyway, keep your movement very pure. You don't mind if somebody goes away. Don't mind. But we must keep our principles pure.
Tamäla Kåñëa: I always remember that you said that in the battle sometimes some men may be lost.

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is natural.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Natural. Of course we don't want to lose men, but it's natural.

Rämeçvara: Çréla Prabhupäda, when the devotee is in the original relationship with Kåñëa, his siddha-deha, why is it that he sometimes changes his original rasa with Kåñëa?

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Rämeçvara: Each one of us has an original relationship with Kåñëa, some as plant, some as tree, some as cow, some as cowherd boy. So if that is re-established, why should the devotee desire to change it?

Prabhupäda: Well, that is spiritual kingdom. You can change if you like.

Tamäla Kåñëa: It is not static, Prabhupäda once explained. Love is not static.

Prabhupäda: Generally, it is not changed. Just like mother Yaçodä, she's mother all the time, eternally.

Tamäla Kåñëa: The question came in Bombay two or three years ago. Prabhupäda said that it is not static. You can have (inaudible).

Hari-çauri: I always understood before that the rasa was fixed, but that within that rasa one may take different..., one may take a different line.

Prabhupäda: That will be revealed when you are liberated. Why you are bothering now?

Rämeçvara: That's the point.

Prabhupäda: A patient is thinking, "How shall I dance when I become healthy?" First of all, rascal, become healthy, then talk of all this. The rascals are thinking like that. You are patient; first of all cure your disease, material disease. Then talk of all this. Utopian. "When I will get rich, how I shall treat.... I shall.... Then my wife is disobedient and I shall kick her like this," (laughter) and as soon as he kicked on the earthen pots, all broken. Then he, "Oh, then my.... All prospects have gone." You know this story?

Tamäla Kåñëa: What was in the pot?

Prabhupäda: That.... A potter, potter boy, he had got some earthen pots selling. So he was dreaming, that "By selling this earthen pot, I'll make so much profit. Then I shall purchase another batch, I shall make profit. In this way, I shall be millionaire. Then I shall marry, and my wife must be very obedient. Otherwise I shall kick." So in this way, he kicked over the pots and (laughs) all of them broken.

Rämeçvara: And in the end, nothing.

Prabhupäda: That's all.

Devotee: So by his dreaming he, he...

Prabhupäda: Yes, first of all be rich man, then do all things, how you shall kick your wife. This is going on. Caitanya Mahäprabhu said that "My Guru Mahäräja found Me rascal number one; therefore he ordered, 'You cannot study Vedänta. You chant Hare Kåñëa.' " They will not read this portion. That Caitanya Mahäprabhu, He posed Himself as a rascal.

Tamäla Kåñëa: But they prefer to read about all the ecstatic symptoms on Caitanya Mahäprabhu's body

Prabhupäda: That's all right. That.... Be, first of all bona fide. That is good ambition. But how this good ambition can fulfill when you are a potter, poor man? Actually be rich, and then kick your wife. And without being rich, if you think all this nonsense, you're spoiling time. (japa)

Rämeçvara: Çréla Prabhupäda, some devotees, sometimes they feel that in ISKCON we're talking so much about the business of how to spread Kåñëa consciousness, but we're not talking enough about Kåñëa's pastimes, kåñëa-kathä, they say. So that's another reason why they want to read all these pastimes.

Prabhupäda: Then let them read. What kind of kåñëa-kathä? The kåñëa-kathä test is as soon as he'll get the taste, he'll lose this taste. That is the.... What is this nonsense?

Rämeçvara: Won't it purify them? That's what they say, "It will purify me."

Prabhupäda: What you are purified? You have become a, what is called, putrefied, not purified.

Devotees: Jaya, Prabhupäda.

Rämeçvara: You can become purified, and sometimes you can increase your...

Prabhupäda: No, no. You can read. Be purified. You can read. But where is your purification?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Putrefaction.

Prabhupäda: The books are there for reading. By reading, you become purified. [break] In 1935, our Guru Mahäräja, Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté Öhäkura, he went to Rädhä-kuëòa for kärttika-vrata. So at that time he was reading Upaniñads. So first of all, these bäbäjés they were coming. Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté had come at Rädhä-kuëòa. He's giving some class. So they used to come. But as soon as they saw that he was reading Upaniñads, they stopped coming. They saw: "They are jïänés, they are not bhaktas."

Tamäla Kåñëa: What did they want to hear? Daçama-skandha?

Prabhupäda: Like that. So Prabhupäda condemned them that "They are not living in Rädhä-kuëòa. They're living in Naraka-kuëòa." I heard it, "They're living in Naraka-kuëòa."

Room Conversation                                    August 16, 1976, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Vairägya is there.

Dr. Patel: Sir, shall I say, vairägyaà jïeyam akati kåñëa avasyati.(?)

Prabhupäda: Yes, bhaktiù pareçänubhavo viraktir anyatra syät [SB 11.2.42]. This is vairägya. So unless he has attained this stage, virakti, then where is bhakti? Bhakti is so powerful that it brings automatically vairägya. But if there is no vairägya, where is bhakti? Understand it now? Yes. It does not depend that you have to practice vairägya separately. But if you are actually bhakta, then vairägya is there. If there is no vairägya, there is no bhakti. It is sahajiyä-bhäva.

Guest: In other words, vairägya is a by-product of bhakti.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is stated,

kecit kevalayä bhaktyä

väsudeva-paräyaëäù

aghaà dhunvanti kärtsnyena

néhäram iva bhäskaraù

 [SB 6.1.15]

Vairägya is to be practiced, but bhakti is so strong, kecit kevalayä bhaktyä, simply by bhakti, väsudeva-paräyaëa. Vairägya immediately comes. Aghaà dhunvanti kärtsnyena néhäram iva bhäskaraù. If actually one is pure bhakta, then everything material finished. That is real bhakta. Now I have got some bhakti and some material desire also. That is not bhakti. That is markaöa-vairägya. That does not mean that I shall stop bhakti. No, you take bhakti to the principle, to the regulative principle, then automatically vairägya will come. The vairägya is not coming, that means you have not been a pure bhakta. That is adulteration. Anyäbhiläñitä-çünyam [Brs. 1.1.11]. That is bhakti. And because there is not anyäbhiläñitä-çünyam [Cc. Madhya 19.167], it is adulterated.

Dr. Patel: Bhakti-avyabhicäriëé.

Prabhupäda: Avyabhicäriëé, yes. Mäà ca yo 'vyabhicäreëa bhakti-yogena sevate. Avyabhicäreëa. Sa guëän samatétyaitän brahma-bhüyäya kalpate [Bg. 14.26]. He is above three guëas. So if I am still under the modes of material nature, that means I'm not in avyabhicäriëé-bhakti. This is the warning. Therefore Lord Buddha rejected Vedas.

Dr. Patel: Because, sir, in the name of Veda people were misbehaving.

Prabhupäda: Vedas, when Lord Buddha wanted stop animal killing, these rascals came with Vedas. "Vedas there is sacrifice, there is animal killing." So he thought that these rascals will create botheration. By bringing Vedas, there is... He said, "I don't care for it."

veda nä mäniyä bauddha haya ta nästika

vedäçraya nästikya-väda bauddhake adhika

Similarly, these rascals are giving evidence of Rüpa Gosvämé's advice, that "Here is Rädhä-kuëòa..." But whether you have followed other things.

Guest: Väco vegaà manasaù...

Prabhupäda: Yes. Väco vegaà manasaù krodha-vegaà, påthivéà sa çiñyät. Etän vegän yo viña... You are manipulated by the udara-vegam, upastha-vegam. First there is test: etän vegän yo viñaheta dhéraù [NoI 1]. Then for him Rädhä-kuëòa. Dhéras tatra na muhyati [Bg. 2.13]. He has got three dozen sevä-däsé, and living in Rädhä-kuëòa. My Guru Mahäräja wanted to publish Govinda-lélämåta. He asked permission of Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura. So first of all Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura, "I'll tell you some day." And when he reminded, he said, "Yes you can print one copy. If you are so much anxious to print it, print one copy. You'll read and you will see that you have printed. Not for distribution." So we are printing all these books for understanding properly. Not that "Here is Rädhä-kuëòa. Let us go." Jump over like monkey. "Here is räsa-lélä. Immediately..."

Acyutänanda: Even in Kåñëa book räsa-lélä should not be told in public.

Prabhupäda: No, why? Kåñëa book must be there, in the book must be there.

Acyutänanda: But in public...

Prabhupäda: But you should go gradually. You should go gradually. You first of all understand Kåñëa, then kåñëa-lélä. If you have not understood Kåñëa, then you'll think Kåñëa's räsa-lélä is just like we mix with young women. And that becomes as polluted. Because they do not understand Kåñëa. Manuñyäëäà sahasreñu kaçcid yatati siddhaye yatatäm api siddhänäm [Bg. 7.3]. Kåñëa understanding so easy? If you do not understand Kåñëa how can you go to the Kåñëa's confidential activities?

Acyutänanda: Some of the devotees, they said that it is for liberated souls. So they said, "Well, we are all liberated."

Prabhupäda: Yes. Liberated for going to hell.
Devotee: In your Kåñëa book, Çréla Prabhupäda, you've given such clear explanations along with the stories of Kåñëa that it's very difficult to misinterpret, because you use such clear explanation.

Prabhupäda: No, you read all the books first of all. Then you'll be able to understand.

Yaçomaténandana: Even theoretical understanding that Kåñëa is transcendental will not help unless one...

Prabhupäda: Because Kåñëa will lift, samaste, Kåñëa lifted the hill. Now how you can become equal with Kåñëa?

Devotee: Çréla Prabhupäda, what about if some devotees, I know they want to come to Våndävana...

Prabhupäda: Every devotee, they must follow the rules and regulations, that's all.
Devotee: And engage in practical service to Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Guru-mukha-padma-väkya cittete kariyä aikya ära nä kariha mane äçä **. Has he taken order from Guru Mahäräja that "I am going to jump over Rädhä-kuëòa"? Why does he go? Daily singing, guru-mukha-padma-väkya cittete, ära nä kariha **. Why should he desire like that?

Gopäla Kåñëa: There are some devotees who always want...

Prabhupäda: They are not devotees. Rascals. Don't say "some devotees." Devotees will hear: guru-mukha-padma-väkya cittete kariyä aikya ära nä kariha mane **.

Acyutänanda: They also wear the Rädhä-kuëòa mäöi, tilaka.

Prabhupäda: There is no harm, but they should understand what is Rädhä-kuëòa and how to deal with Rädhä-kuëòa. Raghunätha däsa Gosvämé showed how to live in Rädhä-kuëòa. Saìkhyä-pürvaka-näma-gäna-natibhiù kälävasäné-kåtau. He was circumambulating Rädhä-kuëòa, falling down, making a mark. That is Rädhä-kuëòa väsé. Saìkhyä-pürvaka-näma-gäna-natibhiù. Not only counted holy names, but offering obeisances so many hundred times in... That is Rädhä-kuëòa. He, so much vairägya he showed. He can take bath in the Rädhä-kuëòa. First of all, do this like Raghunätha däsa Gosvämé. Saìkhyä-pürvaka-näma-gäna-natibhiù kälävasäné-kåtau nidrähära-vihärakädi-vijitau cätyanta-dénau ca yau **.

Yaçomaténandana: In other words, first one should understand Bhagavad-gétä. Then gradually the First Canto of Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Then ultimately Caitanya-caritämåta. Without that, simply taking Caitanya-caritämåta...

Prabhupäda: Yes. Bhagavad-gétä is the entrance. Then Bhägavata is graduate and Caitanya-caritämåta... This is the step by step. But if one is sincere everything becomes revealed. He does not commit mistake.
Gopäla Kåñëa: Some devotees, especially in Våndävana, who will always try to run to Hardwar, Jagannätha Puré, always parikrama of holy places.

Prabhupäda: It is good to go to holy places.

Acyutänanda: They go independently.

Yaçomaténandana: Unauthorized.

Acyutänanda: They go more to avoid service than to become purified.

Gopäla Kåñëa: But there's no harm if they just...

Prabhupäda: You see you can become independent, nobody can check you. Everyone is independent. Yathecchasi tathä kuru [Bg. 18.63]. But one who wants to be regulated, he has to surrender. That is voluntary. Otherwise, everyone is free to do whatever he likes. And those who are surrendered souls, they will wait for the instruction of guru and do accordingly. That is the proper... guru-mukha-padma-väkya cittete kariyä aikya ära nä kariha **. That is wanted. Otherwise, everyone can remain independent. All living beings are independent. Even if I say that you do not do it, you are independent, you can do it. Even Kåñëa gives independence to Arjuna. Yathecchasi tathä kuru. "I have told you everything. Now you do whatever you like." So that depends on the candidate. Everyone is free to do anything, but if he's actually serious then he has to do guru-mukha-padma-väkya cittete ära nä kariha **. This is...

Acyutänanda: What prompts the soul to misuse his independence or improperly use...?

Prabhupäda: Because he has got little independence. Yathecchasi tathä, he has got this.

Acyutänanda: Why do some misuse it and some never misuse it?

Prabhupäda: That depends on him. If one is determined that "I shall only act according to the advice of my Guru Mahäräja," then he's perfect. One has to submit like Arjuna said, çiñyas te 'haà çädhi mäà prapannam [Bg. 2.7]. Otherwise he'll argue.

Devotee: Even nitya-siddha has guru.

Yaçomaténandana: Even the liberated soul, nitya-siddha.

Prabhupäda: Liberated soul never says that "I am liberated." As soon as he says "liberated," he's a rascal. A liberated soul will never say that "I am liberated." That is liberated. Caitanya Mahäprabhu, He is God—guru more mürkha dekhi' karila çäsan [Cc. Ädi 7.71]. "My Guru Mahäräja saw Me a fool number one, and he has chastised Me." He's God. This is the example. If one remains always a servant ever-lastingly of guru, then he is liberated. And as soon as he thinks that he is liberated, he's a rascal. That is the teaching of Caitanya Mahäprabhu. Guru more mürkha dekhi'. Caitanya Mahäprabhu is mürkha? Why He's posing Himself that mürkha? "I am fool number one." That means that is liberation. You must be ready always to be chastised by guru. Then he's liberated. And as soon as he thinks that "I am beyond this chastisement, I am liberated," he's a rascal. Why Caitanya Mahäprabhu says guru more mürkha dekhi' karila çäsan? This is sahajiyä-väda. He is thinking, "Oh I have become liberated. I don't require any direction of my guru. I'm liberated." Then he's rascal. Why this Gauòéya Maöha failed? Because they tried to become more than guru. He, before passing away, he gave all direction and never said that "This man should be the next äcärya." But these people, just after his passing away they began to fight, who shall be äcärya. That is the failure. They never thought, "Why Guru Mahäräja gave us instruction so many things, why he did not say that this man should be äcärya?" They wanted to create artificially somebody äcärya and everything failed. They did not consider even with common sense that if Guru Mahäräja wanted to appoint somebody as äcärya, why did he not say? He said so many things, and this point he missed? The real point? And they insist upon it. They declared some unfit person to become äcärya. Then another man came, then another, äcärya, another äcärya. So better remain a foolish person perpetually to be directed by Guru Mahäräja. That is perfection. And as soon as he learns the Guru Mahäräja is dead, "Now I am so advanced that I can kill my guru and I become guru." Then he's finished.

Yaçomaténandana: They kept fighting, and when the real äcärya emerged they all became wonderstruck. They all became baffled. Now they all know in their hearts. They all know it. I can see. They all know that who is real äcärya.

Gopäla Kåñëa: The real äcärya emerges by his own preaching?

Devotee: Yes. (devotees offer obeisances)

Prabhupäda: Hare Kåñëa. (end)

Morning Walk                                        June 13, 1976, Detroit

Prabhupäda: No. Means if you do not follow the regulative principles, then it is mixed.

Satsvarüpa: Sometimes devotees think that in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, when Lord Kapila teaches there is devotional service in ignorance and in passion and in goodness, that that may mean your own disciples too. But then some devotees say "No, we're above that designation. It's not mixed devotional service, even though we're neophytes."

Prabhupäda: If you voluntarily do not follow, then you fall down. That is in ignorance.

Devotee (2): So where that is described in the Third Canto, Part Four, where it is described about devotional service in ignorance, passion, and goodness, and so forth, that has nothing to do with your disciples then?

Prabhupäda: Who is my disciple? 

First of all let him follow strictly the disciplined rules.
Devotee (2): As long as one is following, then he is...

Prabhupäda: Then he is all right.

Devotee (2): ...above those lower levels.

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. Otherwise, why there is need of regulative principles? He is immediately liberated. If he thinks that "Because I have taken to, I am liberated," then why the rules and regulations?

Devotee (2): But as long as he follows the rules and regulations.                    

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Devotee (2): [break] ...the brahma-bhütaù platform, brahma-bhutaù prasannätmä [Bg. 18.54], immediately?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Bhagavad-gétä it is said mäà ca yo 'vyabhicäreëa [Bg. 14.26], unalloyed. Bhakti-yogena sevate, then he's liberated. If it is vyabhicäreëa, sometimes falls down, sometimes..., then it is within sattva-guëa, rajo-guëa, tamo-guëa. The word is mäà ca yaù avyabhicäreëa bhakti-yogena, pure bhakti.

Hari-çauri: Without any falldown.

Devotee (2): Falldown means deviation from the orders of the spiritual master.

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is vyabhicäreëa, that is not avyabhicäreëa. If you are subjected to the attraction of mäyä, that is vyabhicäreëa.

Devotee (2): If somebody is following the instructions, but if there's attraction for mäyä...

Prabhupäda: That cannot be. Maybe in the beginning due to past habits, but that must be nil very soon. Otherwise he's not following. Just like fan switched off may move for a little, but not that it will go on moving. Must stop. Switch is off. And if it is going on, then the switch is not yet off. [break]

Devotee (2): A devotee is sometimes subject to hankering or lamentation. That is material though, isn't it?

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Devotee (2): In other words, if, at that moment, if he desires something other than Kåñëa, that's a material desire.

Prabhupäda: Then he has to learn it. So long one is not competent in that position, he's subjected, he may fall down. 

Interview with Kathy Kerr  Reporter from The Star                           June 17, 1976, Toronto

Kathy Kerr: What purpose does the chanting serve?

Prabhupäda: Cleansing. The brain cleansed so that one can understand. Ceto-darpaëa-märjanam [Cc. Antya 20.12]. Cleansing. We have got so many dirty things within ourselves. By this chanting and following these regulative principles, it will be cleansed. Then just like a mirror full of dust, you have to cleanse it. Then you'll see your face very nicely. So this is the process of cleansing the mirror of heart. So when it is cleansed, then you can understand, "Yes, I'm not this body. I am soul. My business is different." That is wanted. Therefore we are encouraging people to come here, chant, dance, and take prasädam. Gradual process. They have come. In the beginning, I had no place to stay even. Now we have got hundreds of big, big palaces.

Interview with Professors O'Connell, Motilal and Shivaram              June 18, 1976, Toronto

Prabhupäda: Not like.... Just like in college, school, some student making rapid progress, some of them are a little slow. That does not mean that he should he rejected. He should be given chance. But if he follows the regulative principles, there is no chance of falling down. The regulative principle is that you refrain from these activities: illicit sex, meat-eating, intoxication and gambling, and chant Hare Kåñëa. That's all. That will make him perfect. Very easy.

Morning Walk                                   June 21, 1976, Toronto

Indian man (5): Çréla Prabhupäda, is it better for gåhasthas to be self-supporting and living outside the temple? Like somebody working all day and following the regulative principles?

Prabhupäda: Temple is meant for rendering service to the Lord. So if anyone is rendering service to the Lord, he can live. But not for sense gratification. Those gåhasthas who still have desire for sense gratification, they may live outside.

Garden Discussion on Bhagavad-gétä Sixteenth Chapter       June 26, 1976, New Vrindaban

The conditioned living entities are divided into two classes in this world. Those who are born with divine qualities follow a regulated life; that is to say they abide by the injunctions in scriptures and by the authorities. One should perform duties in the light of authoritative scripture. This mentality is called divine. One who does not follow the regulative principles as they are laid down in the scriptures and who acts according to his whims is called demoniac, or asuric. There is no other criterion but obedience to the regulative principles of scriptures.

Interview with Newsweek                  July 14, 1976, New York

Rämeçvara: In other words, Prabhupäda sees that if we just continue the programs that he has introduced, just like we have already become members, similarly, many others will continue to become members in the future if we just continue the same programs which made us members, namely the chanting of the mantra, distributing of the books, distribution of the...

Prabhupäda: And following the regulative principles.

Rämeçvara: But suppose someone cannot live in our temple. Then we may recommend to him at least chant Hare Kåñëa in your home...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: And take Kåñëa prasädam and read the books.

Prabhupäda: And follow the regulative principles.

July 31, 1976, Paris Farm
Prabhupäda: Organize it and keep hundreds of books. They will live peacefully.         

But don't entangle in sinful activities.
Then it will be all right. Such a nice place.

The city residents cannot imagine.

What a nonsense life--clubs, slaughterhouse, gambling places, drinking house. 

This is like hell.
Try to save people from this hellish condition of life, without any knowledge, like animals.

And nature therefore creates a wholesale slaughterhouse in war, to cut throat all--finished. Many millions and millions are finished. From 1914 to 1950, how many years?                                     

Harikeça: Thirty-six.

Prabhupäda: Within thirty-six years there were two big wars, slaughter. Especially Europe. Nature will create. Pestilence. Somewhere there is pestilence, somewhere there is war, somewhere there is scarcity of food. But you cannot indulge in sinful activities. Then you'll be killed. Then nature's law will act. You may defy, that's your business, but nature will act in her own way. Daivé hy eñä guëamayé mama mäyä duratyayä.You cannot surpass. That is not possible. But they are foolish, they are trying to conquer over nature by their so-called scientific knowledge. They are such a rascal. You change the color of this fruit and flower, conquer over nature. So rascal, they talk rascal, "It will take millions of years." We have to wait million. "Yes, from chemical we shall bring life. Wait million of years." This is going on. And for such thing, big building, laboratory, research, scientific research. Big, big signboard. And the students out of disappointment, going to the roof and falling down, committing suicide. I saw it?          

Harikeça: Berkeley.

Prabhupäda: Berkeley. Very horrible condition. 

Let them do whatever they like, you live apart from them.      

Live peacefully in Kåñëa consciousness. Be happy.

Let these cats and dogs go to hell; what can be done?
We are trying to educate them as far as possible, but if they do not take it, that is their business. We are doing our duty, going door to door, 

"Read these books. If you like, you can come and live with us."
                                                       What we can do more?

We do not make any condition, that if you live with us you have to fulfill. 

Of course, the condition is that you should not act sinfully.

                                                     That is the first condition.
But we never say that you have to pay so many dollars.

Room Conversation                                 April 2, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: One must follow the regulative principles and refrain from sinful activities. Then it depends on Kåñëa's mercy. You cannot force Him to give you mercy. That is not possible. Mercy is mercy. You have to do your duty, and the mercy depends upon Him.

Bhavänanda: Kñéra-corä-gopénätha is going to put some of your lectures in English script Bengali so I can give lectures. Is that all right?

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. They will be very eager to hear from you Bengali. Yes. Now Kåñëa is giving us so much opportunities. Utilize it. And be steady in your character, in your behavior, in our regulative principles. Then the spiritual strength will be there, and it will be... There is no doubt. Kåñëa-çakti vinä nahe näma-pracära. You must draw the spiritual substance. That is unlimited. Teñäà satata-yuktänäà bhajatäà préti-pürvakam, buddhi-yogaà dadämi tam [Bg. 10.10]. Immediately. He can make everything possible.

Morning Conversation                           April 11, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Just like we invited that Lata, and he was living like that.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Who Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Giriräja.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Invited that...

Prabhupäda: Lata Mangeskar.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Oh, Lata Mangeskar.

Prabhupäda: He should not do that.

Tamäla Kåñëa: We shouldn't have done it, no.

Prabhupäda: What people will think? Keep yourself pure, spotless. 

Room Conversation                               June 24, 1977, Våndävana                                                       

Prabhupäda: Keep this institution pure, not that we have to make it impure. 

Fighting, we want fighting. If we don't get, it will remain vacant, but we don't want to introduce impure. 

That should be a principle.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.27               Våndävana, September 24, 1976

So at least we Indians we are trained up like that. Not only trained up, we are born devotees. Anyone who has taken birth in India, that is special facility. In their previous birth, they had performed many austerities, much austerities. Even the demigods, they desire also to take birth in India to get this opportunity. So India... Don't think... India means this planet, Bhäratavarña. There is good opportunity. So we should not think. If we think that "Here is a stone statue," then it will not prolong many days. It will not... Galagraha. No more vigraha, but galagraha. Suppose I have established this temple. Now under my direction, my disciples are worshiping vigraha. Vigraha means the form of the Lord, rüpa. But if there is no following of the regulative principles, then after my death it will be galagraha, a burden, that "Our rascal Guru Mahäräja established this temple, and we have to worship, early rise in the morning, all botheration." This will be... That is called galagraha, a burden, "He has left with us a burden." This is the risk. Then this, such a big temple will be mismanaged, and you'll find that "This is breaking" and "This is unclean," and there is no attention. This will be our... That is called galagraha. "The rascal has given us a burden."

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.8.18              Mäyäpura, September 28, 1974

And we have got food, we have got milk (Ed: obviously indicating from our own protected cows). We are, rather, feeding others also, bringing food. So why don't you see practically how these Kåñëa conscious people... They... They know that we are fabulously rich. This question was raised in Parliament also. So how we became fabulously rich? We do not do anything. I have not taught you anything magic. I simply request you, "Chant Hare Kåñëa mantra sixteen times please!" But you... We are not even following that. This is the only remedy. Yajïaiù saìkértana-präyair yajanti hi sumedhasaù

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.8.40                      Los Angeles, May 2, 1973

Therefore we take promise from our disciples that "Now the account is squared up. Whatever sinful life you led, that is closed now. Without any payment, I close. Now don't commit any more." That is näma-aparädha. If you, if we think that kåñëa-näma, the holy name of Kåñëa, can, I mean to say nullify so many sinful activities, so if I commit little sinful activity and chant Hare Kåñëa, it will be nullified. No, don't think like that. That is the greatest sin. Nämno baläd yasya hi päpa-buddhiù. Anyone who is thinking like that, that "Let me commit some sinful activities, and in the evening I shall chant Hare Kåñëa. It will be all right," no. No. no, that is the greatest offense. Out of ten kinds of offenses, that is the greatest offense. Nämno baläd yasya hi. Don't take to that process, confession. Just like the Christians do. They go to the church and confess. Suppose one confesses—"That's all right"—and again does the same sinful activities. Then what is the value? Accept... Why accept? It is fact. If you confess before the Lord, just as, "My Lord, out of my ignorance..." The sinful activities are done out of ignorance. Not that by planning that "I shall commit sinful activities, go to the church and confess. Then everything is nullified. Again begin, new chapter, sinful activities." That is not ignorance. That is by knowingly, knowingly taking advantage of chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra.

So we should be very careful. We promise before taking initiation no illicit sex, no intoxicants, no gambling, no meat eating. We should strictly follow. We should strictly follow. Then we are clean. No more. And keeping oneself clean and keeping oneself always engaged in devotional service, his life is success and there is no need, there is no scarcity of anything he wants.

Bhagavad-gétä 7.1                           Melbourne, June 29, 1974 

So this is the process of bhakti-yoga. You surrender and, in the past, whatever sinful activities you have done, that is squared up, now account closed. Now you begin a new life, devotional life, and if you stick to the principle as it is instructed, that do not have illicit sex life, do not have intoxicants, do not eat meat, do not play gambling, speculate, you promise before Kåñëa and before the spiritual master, before the Vaiñëavas, so many witnesses, and if you violate, then you can understand what you are doing. You promise with..., before the Deity. Kåñëa is not different, so when the initiation takes place we promise so many things. But if we do not follow, if we do not keep our promise, that is a great fault. If you, by chance, by mistake, you violate the regulative principle, that is excused, but if willingly, if you go on committing sinful life—so just like in the Churches they go to confess and again begin—that kind of business will not help you. That kind of business will not help you. Now I have confessed, now I begin new chapter of sinful life. Again I shall confess. Kåñëa is not so fool that you can cheat Him by this process. No, that is not possible. You can be executing the process of your advancement; unwillingly if you commit some mistake, that will be excused. That is said in the Bhagavad-gétä, api cet su-duräcäro bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk sädhur eva sa mantavyaù. Sometimes we take shelter of this verse, that api cet su-duräcäro, "However sinful you might, may be," bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk, "if he is fully engaged in My service..." But this word is very important. One cannot be fully engaged in the service of Kåñëa unless he is purified. Yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpaà janänäà puëya-karmaëäm [Bg. 7.28]. One who is completely free from reaction of sinful life and is always engaged in pious activities, such person can be Kåñëa conscious. So it is..., it is not that one is a debauch, at the same time a Kåñëa conscious. That is a contradictory. It cannot be. If he is actually Kåñëa conscious, he is cannot be debauch. And if he is debauch, then he is not Kåñëa conscious. Two things cannot go parallel.

So, we are..., if we are fully surrendered to Kåñëa, Kåñëa takes our all sinful, because continually we are suffering. What is that? Because, just like the same example, a infection. I have infected, say, two, three kinds of disease, so I am suffering from one infection, again another infection. They come. They take time. Just like if you sow a seed, it not that immediately becomes a big tree and fruits. No. It takes some time. Similarly, our päpa-béjam, the seed of sinful activity, we take it, but in the, immediately we may not see that it is fructified, but it will, in due course of time, it will. Same (indistinct), that one man has infected cholera bacteria, so not that immediately he is attacked with cholera; say after a few days. Therefore the injection is given, and that time is allowed in the medical treatment, so that if the infection has actually working, the disease will come. So immediately we may not see that we are infected with some certain type of sinful activities, but it will come into notice That is going on. Therefore we shall be careful not to infect. And how to become careful? If you always engage yourself in Kåñëa's service. Therefore the Deity worship in the temple is there to keep us always engaged. Not only Deity worship. The class, reading, hearing, kértana. In so many ways. There are nine different kinds of ways,

çravaëaà kértanaà viñëoù smaraëaà päda-sevanam arcanaà vandanaà däsyaà sakhyam ätma...

Any way, if you keep yourself always engaged in Kåñëa consciousness, in Kåñëa's business, then you are immune. You will not be infected. This is the process. Keep yourself always engaged in Kåñëa consciousness business, you will always remain immune. Sa-gunän samatétya etän brahma-bhüyäya. And willfully, we shall not do anything which against the bhakti process, willfully. But because I am habituated... Suppose a smoker he has taken to Kåñëa consciousness, at least has promised that "I shall not smoke, I shall...," but all of a chance, sudden, suppose his friend seduces him: "Oh what is that, smoke today, doing." So sometimes we become induced, but we should always remember that "I have taken this vow. Why shall I be induced by my friend to smoke?" That is very nice. But even if by mistake you do that, that can be excused, but not willfully: "Now nobody is seeing, Kåñëa is not here. Let me smoke now." Not that. (laughter) Kåñëa's eyes are everywhere. You cannot escape Kåñëa's eyes.

So, in this way, this verse says that "Increase your attachment upon Me." That attachment can be..., the process is this, that first of all you must have full faith in Kåñëa, or full faith in the words of spiritual master. That is the beginning. If you have no faith, there is no question of advancing. The advance, there is no question. Finished, then everything is finished. First thing is faith. Then, then we have to associate with persons who have faith, sädhu-saìgaù. This, this is, our opening of different center means we are giving chance. So those who are inmates of the temple, they should be also such nice devotees that anyone who will come in the association of devotees, he will immediately develop a sense of devotion. That is the duty, those who are managing this temple. By his character, by his behavior, he will be influenced. This, this is next step. First of all faith, the next step is to associate with devotees. But devotees must be also sincere devotee, otherwise what will be the affect of such asociation? Ädau çraddhä tataù sädhu-saìgo. Then, gradually he will be inclined to become one of the devotees. He will request the president, "Sir, you recommend me for being initiated. I am interested." That is called bhajana-kriyä. Ädau çraddhä tataù sädhu-saìgo 'tha bhajana-kriyä. That bhajana-kriyä, he is initiated, the activities begins officially. Then as he make advance in this bhajana-kriyä, or activities in devotional service, then anartha-nivåttiù syät, then all the unwanted things—the so-called illicit sex life, meat-eating, drinking, gambling, even up to smoking and drinking tea—finished. Anartha-nivåttiù syät. Then you become pure. When you are pure, then your attachment for Kåñëa, athäsaktis. That is called äsaktiù, attachment. Then tato niñöhä, then firm faith; tato ruciù, taste; tataù saktiù, then attachment; tato bhävaù: in this way you will come to the platform of loving Kåñëa. Then your life is perfect. This verse explains that: how you can increase your devotional life, how you can become pefect, how you can know God perfectly, samagram; asaàçayam, without any doubt. This is the process. Thank you very much.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.22 Indore, December 13, 1970

Prabhupäda: So Gétä Bhavan is also imitating?

Haàsadüta: They're also getting up earlier.

Prabhupäda: Earlier?

Haàsadüta: I don't know.

Prabhupäda: So this is very important point, Çukadeva Gosvämé says. This is authority, that nañöa-sadäcäro däsyäù saàsarga-düñitaù. As soon as there will be contamination of illicit sex life, he will be bereft of all good character, this basic principle. And the whole world is now encouraged in that way. So how we can expect good character from the modern man? There is no possibility, if we accept this statement of Çrémad-Bhägavatam given by Çukadeva Gosvämé, nañöa-sadäcäro däsyäù saàsarga-düñitaù. So Ajämila, being contaminated by that illicit sex life with a prostitute, he lost all his brahminical qualifications and gradually he was in need of money. Just like the other day I gave you the instance of a big high-court judge, because he was also of that type. I know his private character. He was most debauched and therefore he wanted money, ten thousand rupees per month. And in spite of his position as a high-court judge and getting four thousand, five thousand salary, he could not check from his falldown. So this is natural. If you indulge in illicit sex life and naturally other things, intoxication, gambling, then there will be no limit of expenditure. And to meet all those expenditure one has to adopt cheating or stealing. These processes has to be.    

Woman: (Hindi)

Prabhupäda: But... (Hindi) So by any means money wanted. So he adopted all disrespectful profession—cheating, gambling and stealing, any way to live.

bandy-akñaiù kaitavaiç cauryair garhitäà våttim ästhitaù bibhrat kuöumbam açucir yätayäm äsa dehinaù

 The only attraction is family, kuöumba. So for the sake of maintaining family, he was committing all kinds of sinful activities.

So there was one Ajämila at that time, but you will find many Ajämilas like that at the present moment because it is the age of Kali. There was one Rävaëa. In the dress of a sannyäsé he kidnapped Lord Rämacandra's wife, and nowadays you will find many Rävaëas like that. You see? The so-called sannyäsés, their business is to... This tendency is always there, but according to the age, sometimes it is very prominent and sometimes not so prominent. But this material world is so contaminated. In the days of Rämacandra people were hankering after the kingdom of Räma, even there was Rävaëa in the days of Rämacandra. And what to speak of all these nonsense debauchees? Rämacandra was so strict, and God Himself was ruling, and still, there was Rävaëa. But because Rämacandra was there he was also killed. Pariträëäya sädhünäm [Bg. 4.8]. God's business is to protect the faithful and kill the demons. That is always. Therefore we find Lord Viñëu, the four symbolic representation: for killing, the club and the cakra; and for protecting, the lotus flower and conchshell.

So you have to follow strictly the rules and regulations if you are serious. This is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's movement.

niñkiïcanasya bhagavad-bhajanonmukhasya paräà paraà jigamiñor bhava-sägarasya

viñayinäà sandarçanam atha yoñitäà ca hä hanta hanta viña-bhakñanato 'py asädhu [Cc. Madhya 11.8]

Those who are determined that in his life we shall finish this material way of life... That is real struggle for existence. Actually everyone is trying. Material life means it is full of distress. Duùkhälayam, Kåñëa says. So, so long you prolong this material way of life, that is called struggle for existence. The struggle for existence, as I have repeated, this word is very common, but nobody knows what is that struggle for existence and what is the platform of becoming fittest. Nobody knows. It is we are preaching. If you remain in this material world, then struggle for existence will continue. And fittest means one who has come to the spiritual platform. He is fittest to survive. What is survival? Who is going to survive? Do you mean to say that by cultivating health culture, big, strong, and you will survive? Nobody will survive. So who will survive? Only Kåñëa conscious. If he is strictly Kåñëa conscious, then he will survive. Tyaktvä dehaà punar janma naiti mäm eti [Bg. 4.9]. The Kåñëa conscious person who has studied Kåñëa only (?) perfectly, then he is fit. This body is also... This body is not permanent, that's a fact. But tyaktvä dehaà, after giving up this body, no more material body—spiritual body. Sat-cit-änanda-vigraha.

So we should be very serious. We should not fall down from the standard of Vedic culture. If you are actually serious about stopping this, manaù ñañöhäni indriyäëi prakåti-sthäni karñati. This is struggle for existence. In this material world everyone is struggling to survive. But who is surviving? That way, materialistic way of life will not help you to survive. That is prakåteù kriyamäëäni [Bg. 3.27]. Nature is so strong that you must die. "I am very strong." You may be very strong, that's all right. There is a, I mean to say, joking story that one man thought how to avoid death—Hiraëyakaçipu. So he thought that the Yamaräja is the superintendent of death, he comes to take. So I shall make such policy that he may not come to me. What is that policy? "Bring some stool. I shall smear over my body, and out of bad smell he will not come." So he began to smear stool on his body at the time of death. So this is going on. They are making body very stout and strong so they will survive. Nobody will survive, sir, unless he is Kåñëa conscious.

Thank you very much.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.34-39                       Surat, December 19, 1970

So our Kåñëa consciousness movement, following the footsteps of Lord Caitanya, we are also following the same principles under the authority of Lord Caitanya. When we accept somebody in our society as initiated member we put forward this obligation, restriction, that "No more illicit sex life, no more gambling, no more intoxication and no more animal food." That is necessary. If you accept spiritual life, at the same time go on committing sinful activities, then you will never be able to progress. That is not possible. Because in the Bhagavad-gétä it is clearly said by Kåñëa, yeñäm anta-gataà päpaà janänäà puëya-karmäëäm: "Persons who are completely freed from all contamination of sinful activities and simply engaged in pious activity, they only are admitted in devotional service." So if you are actually serious about entering into the kingdom of God, Vaikuëöha, then you should be very much careful about these four principles of restriction. No illicit... You cannot have any sex life without being married. That is sinful activity. You cannot indulge in intoxication. You cannot eat anything which is beyond the jurisdiction of your food. For you, for a human being, the food is, I mean to say, given there, quota, that "You can eat grains. You can eat fruits. You can eat flowers, vegetables. You can eat milk." That is sattvikähära, foodstuff prepared from vegetables, fruits, grains, sugar, and milk products. That's all. That is sattvika. That is allotted for the human being. You cannot imitate the cats and dogs: "Because they are eating meat, I also meat... Meat also is my food." They put forward, "Everything is food." So why don't you eat stool? That is also food—for the hog. So we must have discrimination, that what sort of food we shall take. Not that like hogs, anything will be accepted. That is humanity. So in this way, actually if we enter, if we want to enter into spiritual life, then these four principles of restriction must be observed. [break]

...And those who do not believe in God and act according to whims, such persons are called asuras. In the Bhagavad-gétä you will find, na mäà duñkåtino müòhä prapadyante narädhamäù [Bg. 7.15]. It is clearly stated, mäyayä apahåta-jïänä asuri-bhävam äçritäù. This very word is very important: asuri-bhävam äçritäù. They have... Because they have taken to the shelter of asuri-bhäva, atheistic philosophy, in spite of advancement of education, they are narädhama, lowest of the mankind. These words are exactly there. Naradhämä. You cannot say, "How you can say this gentleman asura? He is so much educated, highly qualified, university degree." The answer is there, mäyayä apahåta-jïänä: "Yes, it appears that he is very learned, but his actual knowledge is taken away by the mäyä on account of his being atheistic." And such atheistic person, bewildered by mäyä and being lowest of the mankind, they cannot surrender unto God. Na mäà duñkåtino müòhä prapadyante narädhamäù [Bg. 7.15]. So these things may not be very palatable, but these things are there in scriptures. We have to preach the scriptural injunction. Therefore we say, "Bhagavad-gétä as it is." You cannot play hide and seek with the problem of life. You must know your real position, and you must...

Therefore here it is asked that brüta dharmasya nas tattvam. So dharma and adharma. There are two kinds of activities, dharma... Dharma means one who is acting according to the order of God. That is dharma. And one who is not acting according to the order, that is adharma. Therefore the challenge was there: "If you are actually representative of Dharmaräja, you must know what is dharma and what is adharma. You explain." That means they are also not aware what was the actual position of Ajämila. They did not know that although throughout his whole life he was sinful, but because at the time of his death he simply remembered Näräyaëa... But that is also difficult. We may not think that "Let me now go on committing all sinful activities. At the time of death I shall remember Näräyaëa or Kåñëa." That is not possible. It is only possible for persons who had some intimate relationship with Näräyaëa. This Ajämila had very intimate relationship with Näräyaëa. When he was boy, when he was being trained up by his father, he was very faithful to Näräyaëa, to his father. Up to twenty years, he served very nicely Näräyaëa. Therefore he had the effect of remembering Näräyaëa at the time of death. Therefore in the Bhagavad-gétä it is said, svalpam api asya dharmasya träyate mahato bhayät. If even slight of this Näräyaëa-dharma is practiced, it can save you from the greatest danger. So why not take to this Näräyaëa consciousness or Kåñëa consciousness always, twenty-four hours? Then there is no question of danger. Näräyaëa-paraù sarve na kutaçcana bibhyati [SB 6.17.28]. One who has become näräyaëa-para, he is not afraid of anything. Na kutaçcana bibhyati. Why he should be afraid? He knows, "There is Näräyaëa; there is Kåñëa. Why shall I be afraid?" So, it is past six.

Devotee (1): Can I ask one question, Çréla Prabhupäda? You said that Ajämila, because he chanted "Näräyaëa, Näräyaëa," offenselessly, so he went to Vaikuëöha. And then you said if we are chanting, if we chant Hare Kåñëa, all our sinful activities are washed away. Is that so even if we chant offensively?

Prabhupäda: Offensive means when you chant with this idea that "Now I am chanting, all my sinful activities are gone. So again I can commit sinful activities, and I shall chant, 'Näräyaëa.' " That is offense. That is offense. Knowingly you are committing sinful activities. You know this is sinful activity, but you are thinking on the strength of chanting that "Even if I commit this offense, sinful activities, it will be counteracted by my chanting." That is offense. That offense was not there in the case of Ajämila. He was young man. He was being trained up by his father in the Näräyaëa philosophy, Näräyaëa life. But due to bad association he became a victim to all kinds of sinful activities, and that was not offense. You can fall down by, I mean to say, unaware the association. But if you are offenseless, then you'll be saved. But if you purposely think that "Because I am chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra, it can counteract my sinful activities," that is the greatest offense, knowingly. Ajämila did not know. He was a boy. He fell a victim to bad association, but he was not offender. He did not do it purposefully. Therefore he was saved. Yes.

Guest (2): Why Vaiñëavas are...? They are bearing(?) one of the risks(?). Yamadütas are not going. Is there already some rules(?) of they or something like that?

Prabhupäda: Yes. It is not to be kept falsely. You see? Yamadütas are... They are very intelligent. If you keep it falsely, they can catch you. They are not foolish persons that you can cheat him. No, it is not possible. You must be actually Vaiñëava; then you are excused. Otherwise not. You cannot cheat. So they are being trained up to become actually Vaiñëavas, not a pseudo Vaiñëava, simply for earning livelihood. No. That is not our proposition. And those who are earning livelihood by presenting himself as false Vaiñëava, their condition is more condemned. My Guru Mahäräja used to say that "Instead of earning your livelihood by presenting yourself as a Vaiñëava, better you become a sweeper in the street and earn your livelihood. Don't cheat." That was the order of my Guru Mahäräja. "It is better to become a sweeper in the street than to become a false Vaiñëava." That is real philosophy.

Devotee (3): Prabhupäda, you said that the greatest offense is to chant thinking that "My sins will be washed away" and commit sins, or wants to. So what is the result that that person gets if he dies in that condition?

Prabhupäda: He dies a sinful. Because he does not want to go back to Godhead, he wants to make some profit, so he dies sinful, and he has to be punished for that reason, in spite of his false this tilaka and false mälä. He'll be punished. Yes?

Karttikeya: Çréla Prabhupäda? Even if a person is completely engrossed in material activities, but somehow or other, they utter the name of Kåñëa... Like you said my mother attained Kåñëa's kingdom, although she was completely absorbed in material activities...

Prabhupäda: That was due to your grace. You reminded your mother at the time of her death, "Kåñëa." You were a good boy of your mother, and she got the opportunity, remembering Kåñëa, and got all the profit due to having a good son like you. Yes, his mother... I do not wish to discuss. But we are not at all... Just like European ladies there. So he was visiting his mother and inspiring her, "Mother, you chant Hare Kåñëa," whatever he has learned from me. She got some idea of Kåñëa, later on developed little affection for Kåñëa consciousness. So at the time of death, by seeing him, she simply inquired from him, "Is your Kåñëa here?" and died immediately. So she was fortunate to have a good son like him who reminded, by his presence, "Kåñëa," and she became liberated. Therefore these things are required, Vaiñëava symptoms. People will immediately remember Kåñëa by this tilaka, by this beads, by their features. Immediately they will know, "Here are the groups of Kåñëa consciousness." Yes?

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.48                           Detroit, June 14, 1976

Simply by this understanding, kevalayä bhaktyä.

kecit kevalayä bhaktyä väsudeva-paräyaëäù aghaà dhunvanti kärtsnyena nihäram iva bhäskaraù [SB 6.1.15]

Aghaà dhunvanti, this material life means full of sinful activities. Either little... Sinful activities are sinful activities. It may be, according to the material calculation, these are good sinful activities and these are bad sinful activities. No, sinful activities are sinful activities. And what is our sinful activity? As soon as we forget Kåñëa, everything we do, that is sinful. Na mäà duñkåtino prapadyante narädhamäù. This is the criterion, test, that if one is not Kåñëa conscious, if he's not a surrendered soul to Kåñëa, whatever activities they are doing, that is all sinful. This is the conclusion. So we should always remain in full understanding, that whether our time is being properly utilized in Kåñëa consciousness. Then we are saved. Otherwise we are under the clutches of mäyä, and Yamaräja is there, and immediately we get a certain type of body for another term of suffering. Thank you very much. Hare Kåñëa. (end)

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.49                   New Orleans Farm, August 1, 1975

So the same thing—Deity worship and watering the tulasé plants, chanting sixteen rounds at least, and observing the rules and regulation, regulative principle... Then your life is successful. Don't neglect. Very seriously continue. And in this one life you are going back to home, back to Godhead. It is sure. I am not flattering you.  (see p.149 for full context)
Morning Talk                                                 April 25, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Vivekananda, so on, so on, so on, so on... 

They are not guru. They are not missionaries. They do not know. They have no knowledge. And missionaries? You see? The so-called politicians, philosopher, religionists, rascals, distorting the meaning of Bhagavad-gétä. And yato mata tato patha. And "I like. Whatever I like, I can speak, and that is supported." What is this? Chaotic condition. There is no standard. We are giving the standard, Bhagavad-gétä As It Is. And Gandhi said, "Oh, how can I stop cow-killing? It is their religion." Just see. Such a rascal. "My religion is to kill others, and it should be supported by the government." Such a foolish man, they are on the government power. Parékñit Mahäräja, did he consider that? "So you are killing cow? You must be killed." That's all. Life for life. "It is my religion, sir." "Then get out here! Get out of my kingdom! Perform your religion outside." This is king. This is government. He said like that, Kali. You know?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: "Yes, all right, I don't interfere with your business, but not... You leave my kingdom. Get out."

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes. Kali said that "You have given me nowhere to live now, 'cause in your kingdom there is no such place."

Prabhupäda: Yes. "Therefore I say, get out from my kingdom. I don't care for your religion or business, but you cannot do within my kingdom." And that is king. If I have to flatter you for vote, "Yes, whatever you like, you can do. Give me vote," is that government?

Tamäla Kåñëa: No.

Prabhupäda: I follow this. To accept me as guru I have to flatter you—I don't follow. If you want to hear me, then you become my disciple. Otherwise go to hell. Don't want. Here many big men came. And big men means the businessmen, big... I refused "If you cannot follow the instructions..."

Paramänanda & Satyabhämä's Wedding         Montreal, July 22, 1968

So in this Kåñëa consciousness society we have got this program that if some boy or girl wants to get married, I help. So this marriage ceremony is today arranged on that principle. But the present bride and bridegroom must know it certainly that this marriage is not for sense gratification. This marriage is for purification of life. So there is no question of divorce. There is no question of separation. So don't get into married life if you have got such propensity. Our first principle is to become Kåñëa conscious, and other things, secondary.

Room Conversation                            August 15, 1971, London

Prabhupäda: Drug is killing the whole Western nation. You will be spoiled, you will be finished with this drug habit. You are already finished. America is finished. They cannot do anything anymore. Neither industrialists nor big scholars, neither big fighter. Anything. Simply spoiled. The only shelter is this Kåñëa consciousness. Päpi täpi yata chilo harinäme uddharilo. They can be only saved by this process. They have no other... otherwise they are going to hell. All Americans, the so-called puffed up materialist. This is a fact. So if you want to do service to your country, introduce this Kåñëa consciousness to the younger generation. They will be saved. You be saved and save your brothers. And otherwise this poison, this intoxication, heroin, cocaine, and LSD and this and marijuana, finished everything. But if you become steady in one life without deviating for mäyä, then you make solution of all problems. That is the duty of human being . Instead of suffering this repeated birth and death, one life sacrifice. What is that sacrifice? What is inconvenience to live nicely, avoiding these four rascal habit, taking Kåñëa prasädam, and chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra and reading all these nice books. Where is the difficulty? Nice life. First class life. Wherever you will go you will be respectable. Anyone will worship you.

Çyämasundara: Materialistic life is so bothersome. All the time some trouble.

Prabhupäda: Just like in hog civilization. That's all. They are thinking that "We are very happy eating stool." But others know that what kind of happiness he is enjoying. Similarly these rascal karmis, materialists, they are thinking by... What is called? Kini...What is called? Naked skirt?              

Devotees: Miniskirt?

Prabhupäda: Miniskirt, trying to show the private part and people will be attracted and she will be happy. This is regular prostitution. Regular prostitution. Still they are not getting husband. Even they walk naked... That will come. Say after fifty years it will come like that.

Çyämasundara:They are starting already some places, walking naked.

Prabhupäda: And the law is you cannot marry more than one wife. The rascal lawgiver. So many women, there must be... One husband, at the present moment, must marry at least one dozen wives, otherwise they're going to hell. At least, she will know that "I have got a husband." Maybe the husband of twelve wives, but they are anxious to have a husband. That facility should be given to them. They are anxious.

Parivräjakäcärya: But they don't want to have any children.

Prabhupäda: That is next program. Why not? Now we are having our wives, so many children. Los Angeles full of children. So natural way should be accepted. They require husband. The law is, "No. You cannot have more, you cannot marry one wife." The girls have become prostitute. That's all right. "The girls are becoming prostitute. That's all right. But you cannot marry more than one." What is this?

Çyämasundara: They have contraceptive pills even for young children.

Kulaçekhara: One barrister, one of the top judges in England, a top man, top doctor, he said children should have sex life at fourteen. He said this in the newspaper two days ago. He said children at fourteen should be allowed to have sex life. He said this should be made legal. He's a top doctor or judge.

Prabhupäda: Children?

Çyämasundara: Children should be allowed to have sex life at fourteen years old.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is psychological. They develop... Sex life, sex urge is there as soon as twelve years, thirteen years old, especially women. So therefore early marriage was sanctioned in India. Early marriage. Boy fifteen years, sixteen years, and girl twelve years. Not twelve years, ten years. I was married, my wife was eleven years. I was 22 years. She did not know what is sex, eleven years' girl. Because Indian girls, they have no such opportunity of mixing with others. But after the first menstruation, the husband is ready. This is the system, Indian system.

Çyämasundara: So they are not spoiled.

Prabhupäda: No. And the psychology is the girl, after first menstruation, she enjoys sex life with a boy, she will never forget that boy. Her love for that boy is fixed up for good. This is woman's psychology. And she is allowed to have many, oh, she will never be chaste woman. These are the psychology. So these rascals, Westerners, they do not know and they are becoming philosopher, scientist, and politician, and spoiling the whole world. They can be saved only by this Kåñëa consciousness movement. There is no other way. Otherwise they will lick up their skyscraper building and everything will go to hell. We have seen in New York, so many houses fall down. In New York. Yes. So many. Simply garbage. I have studied. Simply full of garbage. Nobody is going to take care. And the boys and girls loitering in the street as hippies. This is a very, very, bad sign. You see? No home, home neglected, no regular life. The whole nation will be spoiled. It is already spoiled. The poison is already there. Fire. Now it is increasing. Just like you set fire, it increases. So that fire is already there.
Morning Walk                                  January 29, 1977, Bhuvaneçvara

Satsvarüpa: But he would say, "I follow our leader, and we don't believe in the Personality of Godhead."

Prabhupäda: But if you follow... Then leader is a wrong person. You cannot follow. You must follow the right leader.

Hari-çauri: One cannot say that he does not believe in the power of the state.

Prabhupäda: Then that is not leadership. That is misleader. These are very intelligent questions, nice. King means he has to see that the citizens are doing nicely, and that is king's duty.
Bhägavata: The king is like a father.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is stated. Lord Rämacandra treated His subjects as sons and they also treated Lord Rämacandra as father. That is the relationship between the citizens and the king--father and son.

Bhägavata: The chastisement that the king gives...

Prabhupäda: That is out of love.

Bhägavata: Out of love.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Not by enviousness. Chastisement means correction. He's in the wrong way; he is corrected to the right way. So gradually you have to take the power of the king to correct the whole human society. Pariträëäya sädhünäà vinäçäya ca duñkåtäm. That is Kåñëa's business, to give protection to the right person and to chastise the wrong person, two things required, side by side. Pariträëäya sädhünäà vinäçäya ca duñkåtäm. And dharma-saàsthäpanärthäya. Three, another. By chastising the wrongdoer and by giving protection to the right man, and then establish what is real religion. And then Kåñëa's mission, Kåñëa consciousness, is perfect. Three things: pariträëäya sädhünäà vinäçäya ca duñkåtäm, dharma-saàsthäpanärthäya yuge yuge sambhavämi. This is Kåñëa's business. (break) ...Bhagavad-gétä, everything will be nice, everything.

Morning Walk                                       June 13, 1976, Detroit

Hari-çauri: Many of the big parks in the big cities, they are full of thieves and all kinds of other people.

Prabhupäda: That means they cannot improve the condition of the people. Just like at the airport, everyone is checked. There is no gentlemen. Why everyone is checked? That means the whole mass of people, they're all rogues and thieves. Therefore it is necessary to keep an ideal, an ideal class of men brähmaëas. Then people will follow. But there is no such.... Everyone is coolie. That's all. Everyone is. They are making everyone coolie. Coolie civilization. One officer came to see me in Perth, Australia. So I told him, this is a civilization of fourth-class men. You remember?

Devotee (2): We heard the tape.                                                                

Prabhupäda: Yes. (laughs)

Devotee (2): You said there must be an ideal class of men.

Prabhupäda: There is no ideal class of men. All fourth class, fifth class, tenth class.

Çrutakérti: He accepted it also.

Prabhupäda: Oh, you were present.

Çrutakérti: Yes. At the finish he said, "Now I'm going back to my fourth-class friends."

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Devotee (2): This man last night also, he admitted.

Prabhupäda: There is no first-class men. All fourth-class men. They do not know what is first-class men. If one has got money, then he's all right. That is Kali-yuga. No qualification. But if you have got money, then it is all right. You are big man. Money's everything at the present moment. People, they are trying to accumulate money by all means. Never mind first class, second class, third class, bring money any way. Rather, if one does not drink, he's a third-class man. And if one drinks, he's first-class man. Civilized. In India, formerly, any gentleman comes, a glass of water or two sandeça was given. Now that is rejected. If a gentleman is not offered a bag(?) of wine and some chicken, then it is not proper reception. [break]

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.16.25                   Hawaii, January 21, 1974

So tad-vijïänärthaà sa gurum eväbhigacchet. So there, how to learn from guru, that is also stated. Tad viddhi: try to learn from him... Tad viddhi praëipätena. First of all surrender yourself. You cannot go to any person for learning anything where there is no sense of surrender. I accept a guru, but in my mind I remain independent, "Oh, why shall I abide by the orders of guru?" That means there is no surrender. There is no surrender. It is false. It is just to satisfy some motive, but that will not help. If you have got any duplicity in your mind, then you'll never be successful in any field of activities. So the process is... Tad viddhi praëipätena [Bg. 4.34]. Must be surrendered. Praëipäta means prakåñöa-rüpeëa nipäta. And therefore, unless you find somebody where you can fully surrender, don't accept guru. That is cheating. Unless you are fully confident that "I am surrendering to this person. He is... Actually he is superior to me. He can give proper knowledge..."

So therefore the process is before accepting a guru, one must hear him at least for one year. And when he's convinced that "Here is actually a guru who can teach me," then you accept him, guru. Don't accept whimsically. This system now should stop that somebody's coming for three days—"Prabhupäda, initiate him." Why? First of all see whether he's fit for becoming a disciple; then recommend. Otherwise, don't recommend. Because the chief recommendation is creating havoc. One is not fit for becoming a student, disciple, and he's accepting discipleship, and after three days he's going away. This should not be allowed. Therefore, in the Bhakti-rasämåta..., er, Hari-bhakti-viläsa by Sanätana Gosvämé it is directed that the spiritual master and the disciple must meet together at least for one year so that the disciple may also understand that "Here is a person whom I can accept as my guru," and the guru also can see that "Here is a person who is fit for becoming my disciple." Then the business is nice. Because the business is tad viddhi praëipätena [Bg. 4.34], one must be prepared to surrender. So unless that character is there, surrendering, how he can become a disciple? It is not possible.()...

...So anyone who will stop chanting, he will be a victim of mäyä. Always remember it. Therefore we insist, "Please do not forget to chant at least sixteen rounds." That is minimum. The maximum is 300,000. (laughter) As Haridäsa Öhäkura used to do, three hundred..., not impractical. But you, we cannot do that. Even we cannot complete sixteen rounds. We are so unfortunate. But that does not mean because we are unfortunate, we shall give it up. Try, try, try your best. Then life will become perfect.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.16.26-30                     Hawaii, January 23, 1974

So Kåñëa consciousness movement means to revive the original consciousness. If one is actually in Kåñëa, he'll be truthful. Truthfulness. These are the qualities. Cleanliness, always clean, taking thrice bath. Cloth clean, mind clean, body clean, activities clean, desire clean, thinking clean—everything clean. No contamination. This is the test. "I am doing all nasty things, and I am advertising 'I am advanced devotee.' " What rascal you are? You are doing all nonsense and you are advanced? But they have no shame even, to call themselves... Shameless. Shameless, even not gentlemen. Cheating, and still, he is advertising, "I am advanced." But a person who is actually in Kåñëa consciousness or actual... Sädhu-çästra-guru-väkya, tinete koriyä aikya. We have to...()

So whatever Kåñëa consciousness movement is going forward, it is due to Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu's magnanimous compassion for the poor people suffering in this Kali-yuga. Otherwise, to become Kåñëa conscious is not very easy job, is not easy job. So those who are getting the chance of becoming Kåñëa conscious by the mercy of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, they should not lose the opportunity. It will be suicidal. Don't fall down. It is very easy. Simply chanting by Hare Kåñëa mantra, not always, twenty-four hours, although Caitanya Mahäprabhu recommends, kértanéyaù sadä hariù [Cc. Ädi 17.31], always chant. That is the principle. But we cannot do that because we are so much overwhelmed by the influence of Kali. So at least sixteen rounds. Don't miss this. Don't miss this. What is the difficulty, sixteen rounds? At most it will take two hours. You have got twenty-four hours. You want to sleep; all right, sleep, ten hours sleep. That is not recommended. Don't sleep more than six hours. But they want to sleep. They want to sleep twenty-four hours. That is their desire in Kali-yuga. But, no. Then you'll be wasting time. Minimize eating, sleeping, mating and defending. When it is nil, that is perfection.Because these are bodily necessities. Eating, sleeping, mating, defending that is bodily necessities. But I am not this body. Dehino 'smin yathä dehe kaumäram... [Bg. 2.13]. So that realization takes time. But when we are actually advancing in Kåñëa consciousness, we must know our duty. Sleeping not more than six hours. Utmost eight hours. Utmost, those who cannot control. But not ten hours, twelve hours, fifteen hours, no. Then what is the use of...? Somebody went to see one advanced devotee, and at nine o'clock he was sleeping. And he's advanced devotee. Eh? Is not that? So what is...? What kind of devotee he is? Devotee must rise early in the morning, by four o'clock. By five o'clock, he must finish his bathing and other things. Then he takes to chanting and so many...

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.16.35 Hawaii, January 28, 1974 

So these things are all very elaborately, nicely explained in our books. So those who are going to be initiated, they should take it as a vow, not to fall down again. Catch Kåñëa's lotus feet very tightly and you'll not fall down. Mäm eva ye prapadyante mäyäm etäà taranti te [Bg. 7.14]. So be determined. Don't make it a farce, that "Today I am initiated and tomorrow I again I give up everything and again grow my hair and then go to hell." No. Don't do that. If you want to be serious, then the path is clear for going back to home.

mäà ca yo 'vyabhicäreëa bhakti-yogena sevate

sa guëän samatétyaitän brahma-bhüyäya kalpate

 [Bg. 14.26]

As soon as you engage yourself in devotional service you become purified of all material contamination. Sa guëan samatétyaitän. We are being troubled by the three modes of material nature, but if we stick to our devotional service... It is not very difficult to follow the four regulative principles. No illicit sex. There is no question of stopping sex, but no illicit sex. 

Unfortunately, they're so unfortunate that although they have got their wife, they go to another girl, and although the girl has one husband, he goes, she goes to another man. 

So unfortunate. 

These things should be stopped if you'll want to be serious; 

otherwise make a farce and do whatever you like.                            

I cannot give you protection. That is not possible.

So you must have to follow these rules and regulation if you are serious. Then take initiation. Otherwise don't make farce, don't make farce. That is my request. One has to be very determined, bhajante mäà dåòha-vratäù. This word is used in the Bhägavata: dåòha-vratäù, strong determination: "Yes, in this life I shall go back to home, back to Godhead." This is determination. And what is the difficulty? No difficulty. Chants Hare Kåñëa mantra. You are taking the beads, sixteen rounds. You can be finished, utmost two hours or three hours. So you have got twenty-four hours. If you want to sleep, of course, twenty-tlree lours, that is another thing. You have to minimize your sleeping. If you cannot finish sixteen rounds, then you must not sleep on that day, you must not eat. Why don't you forget to eat, forget? Why do you forget chanting Hare Kåñëa? This is negligence, aparädha, offense. Rather, you should forget your sleeping and eating, and must finish sixteen rounds. This is called determination. This is called determined. So you are welcome to take initiation, but if you are neglectful, if you want to make it a farce, that is your business. 

I cannot give you any protection. Thank you very much.

Morning Walk                          March 19, 1976, Mäyäpura

Lokanätha: In Bhägavatam, Çréla Prabhupäda, you are mentioning that prostitute is needed in the society.

Prabhupäda: Yes, for the rascals. Otherwise they will pollute the innocent girls. The innocent girls.... That is the policy of the Western civilization, that "Let the karmés enjoy new, new girls and be energetic to produce machine." This is the European civilization, American civilization. Because the karmés, unless they have sufficient sex intercourse, they cannot work, so this is the policy: "Let all the girls remain open." They.... "Let them use and produce atomic bomb. Show your brain." The.... Just like the marriage.... According to Vedic civilization, marriage is allowed to the karmés. It is not that marriage allowed to the sannyäsé or brahmacäré. The karmés require sex. Therefore.... Why marriage is allowed to the gåhastha? Why not to the brahmacäré, vänaprastha or sannyäsé? Why it is not recommended? Because the karmés require that enlivenment. Therefore they are allowed to marry. So in the European civilization it is only karmés. There is no question of brahmacäré, vänaprastha or sannyäsa. There is no such idea. Therefore they want new, new girls. And that they have kept, this artificial law.

Païca-draviòa: Outlawing prostitution.

Prabhupäda: Yes. And no prostitution. And no prostitution, what means? That means there is prostitutes in the society.

Païca-draviòa: Everybody's a prostitute.

Prabhupäda: Now, the Vedic civilization is "All right, you are not satisfied, one woman, don't pollute the innocent girls or in the home. Go to the prostitute." Still, in big, big cities, there is a quarter, prostitute quarter, still. They are professional prostitutes.

Païca-draviòa: What was the Vedic punishment if somebody broke these moral principles?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Païca-draviòa: What would be the punishment in a Vedic society if somebody...

Prabhupäda: Oh. Picture, Fifth Canto. You see the description of the hell.

Païca-draviòa: Hell. But I mean, within the society itself, there was punishment there also from the king?

Prabhupäda: Everyone who will commit sinful activities will be punished. That is nature's law. Exactly like that: If you infect some disease, you must suffer from that disease. The nature's law is so strict, and it is going on. It doesn't require any supervision. The supervisions are already made so perfect. You infect this disease: you suffer from it. That's all.

Païca-draviòa: In.... In the society, if somebody would be...

Prabhupäda: Anywhere, if you break the laws, you suffer. Anywhere.
Devotee (2): Prabhupäda, science has develop methods where they can have sense gratification and.... Just like if they get some disease they can give them some medicine, and then the disease goes away very easily. So in this way, they're actually giving more facility for more sense gratification.

Prabhupäda: So do you like to accept it, that disease? Therefore it has been condemned, präyaçcitta. Perhaps you have read it in the beginning of Sixth Canto. Präyaçcitta... Parékñit Mahäräja condemned, "What is the use of this Vedic präyaçcitta if it is suffering, again and again? Then what is the use?" That he has condemned. But präyaçcitta vimarçanam. Therefore the rascal should be given knowledge that "You are attacked with some disease. Very good. You are injected with some medicine. You are cured. Then again you are attacked. So why you are going in this way? Stop it." And that is knowledge. That knowledge is also not perfect, because even a man in knowledge, he knows that "If I go to prostitute, I'll be attacked with syphilitic poison, and last time I had the same trouble. I had to spend so much money." But still he'll go, because he has no knowledge. So even one has no knowledge, if he takes to Kåñëa consciousness, then he becomes detestful: "Oh..." That is the, mean, gift of bhakti.

kecit kevalayä bhaktyä väsudeva-paräyaëäù aghaà dhunvanti kärtsnyena néhäram iva bhäskaraù

 [SB 6.1.15]

That the whole world is dark, misty. So you can invent so many means. Just like they have got, what is called, crackers? In the mist? Sometimes that is blown so that warn people that "Don't come here. There is danger."

Puñöa Kåñëa: Flares.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So you can invent so many means of curing the danger. But as soon as the sun is there, immediately all mist is over. Similarly, we have invented so many medicines and counteractions for so many things. But if one becomes a devotee, all these troubles immediately.... That is the only one medicine. He has no more any inclination. Svämin kåtärtho 'smi varaà na yäce: [Cc. Madhya 22.42] "No more I want." And that is wanted. [break] ...asmi varaà na yäce. One should be fully satisfied: "No more I want this material disease. That's all. Enough of it." That mentality required: "I don't want anything material facility." Sannyäsa means that, that "I shall live with the minimum necessities of life and simply devote..." That is sannyäsa. "I shall become a sannyäsé and enjoy all material facilities"—that is not sannyäsa. [break] ...recommended that "If there is no need, don't take even cloth. Remain naked." That is sannyäsa. But because we have to preach, because we have to go the people, therefore some covering. Otherwise, this is also not necessary for a sannyäsé. Nothing. Lie down on the floor like the Çukadeva Gosvämé said, and take water in your palm, no dress. Çukadeva was also not dressing, naked. That is the perfection of sannyäsa. [break] 

SB 7.12.13       TRANSLATION

All the rules and regulations apply equally to the householder and the sannyäsé, the member of the renounced order of life. The gåhastha, however, is given permission by the spiritual master to indulge in sex during the period favorable for procreation.

PURPORT

It is sometimes misunderstood that a gåhastha, a householder, is permitted to indulge in sex at any time. This is a wrong conception of gåhastha life. In spiritual life, whether one is a gåhastha, vänaprastha, sannyäsé or brahmacäré, everyone is under the control of the spiritual master. For brahmacärés and sannyäsés there are strong restrictions on sexual indulgence. Similarly, there are strong restrictions for gåhasthas. Gåhasthas should indulge in sex life only in accordance with the order of the guru. Therefore it is mentioned here that one must follow the orders of the spiritual master (guru-våttir vikalpena). When the spiritual master orders, the gåhastha may accept sex life. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gétä (7.11). Dharmäviruddho bhüteñu kämo 'smi: indulgence in sex life without disobedience to the religious rules and regulations constitutes a religious principle. The gåhastha is allowed to indulge in sex life during the period favorable for procreation and in accordance with the spiritual master's order. If the spiritual master's orders allow a gåhastha to engage in sex life at a particular time, then the gåhastha may do so; otherwise, if the spiritual master orders against it, the gåhastha should abstain. The gåhastha must obtain permission from the spiritual master to observe the ritualistic ceremony of garbhädhäna-saàskära. Then he may approach his wife to beget children, otherwise not. A brähmaëa generally remains a brahmacäré throughout his entire life, but although some brähmaëas become gåhasthas and indulge in sex life, they do so under the complete control of the spiritual master. The kñatriya is allowed to marry more than one wife, but this also must be in accordance with the instructions of the spiritual master. It is not that because one is a gåhastha he may marry as many times as he likes and indulge in sex life as he likes. This is not spiritual life. In spiritual life, one must conduct one's whole life under the guidance of the guru. Only one who executes his spiritual life under the direction of the spiritual master can achieve the mercy of Kåñëa. Yasya prasädäd bhagavat-prasädaù **. If one desires to advance in spiritual life but he acts whimsically, not following the orders of the spiritual master, he has no shelter. Yasyäprasädän na gatiù kuto 'pi. Without the spiritual master's order, even the gåhastha should not indulge in sex life.

SB 7.11.28 TRANSLATION

A chaste woman should not be greedy, but satisfied in all circumstances. She must be very expert in handling household affairs and should be fully conversant with religious principles. She should speak pleasingly and truthfully and should be very careful and always clean and pure. Thus a chaste woman should engage with affection in the service of a husband who is not fallen.

PURPORT

According to the injunction of Yäjïavalkya, an authority on religious principles, äçuddheù sampratikñyo hi mahäpätaka-düñitaù. One is considered contaminated by the reactions of great sinful activities when one has not been purified according to the methods of the daça-vidhä-saàskära. In Bhagavad-gétä, however, the Lord says, na mäà duñkåtino müòhäù prapadyante narädhamäù: [Bg. 7.15] "Those miscreants who do not surrender unto Me are the lowest of mankind." The word narädhama means "nondevotee." Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu also said, yei bhaje sei baòa, abhakta-héna [Cc. Antya 4.67], chära. Anyone who is a devotee is sinless. One who is not a devotee, however, is the most fallen and condemned. It is recommended, therefore, that a chaste wife not associate with a fallen husband. A fallen husband is one who is addicted to the four principles of sinful activity—namely illicit sex, meat-eating, gambling and intoxication. Specifically, if one is not a soul surrendered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, he is understood to be contaminated. Thus a chaste woman is advised not to agree to serve such a husband. It is not that a chaste woman should be like a slave while her husband is narädhama, the lowest of men. Although the duties of a woman are different from those of a man, a chaste woman is not meant to serve a fallen husband. If her husband is fallen, it is recommended that she give up his association. Giving up the association of her husband does not mean, however, that a woman should marry again and thus indulge in prostitution. If a chaste woman unfortunately marries a husband who is fallen, she should live separately from him. Similarly, a husband can separate himself from a woman who is not chaste according to the description of the çästra. The conclusion is that a husband should be a pure Vaiñëava and that a woman should be a chaste wife with all the symptoms described in this regard. Then both of them will be happy and make spiritual progress in Kåñëa consciousness.

S.B. 5.26.20 TRANSLATION

A man or woman who indulges in sexual intercourse with an unworthy member of the opposite sex is punished after death by the assistants of Yamaräja in the hell known as Taptasürmi. There such men and women are beaten with whips. The man is forced to embrace a red-hot iron form of a woman, and the woman is forced to embrace a similar form of a man. Such is the punishment for illicit sex.

PURPORT

Generally a man should not have sexual relations with any woman other than his wife. According to Vedic principles, the wife of another man is considered one's mother, and sexual relations are strictly forbidden with one's mother, sister and daughter. If one indulges in illicit sexual relations with another man's wife, that activity is considered identical with having sex with one's mother. This act is most sinful. The same principle holds for a woman also; if she enjoys sex with a man other than her husband, the act is tantamount to having sexual relations with her father or son. Illicit sex life is always forbidden, and any man or woman who indulges in it is punished in the manner described in this verse.

Morning Walk April 20, 1974, Hyderabad

Unless one is completely free, he cannot understand what is God. Yeñam anta-gataà päpam. You know this verse? The Bhagavad-gétä, yes.

Païcadraviòa: When one becomes free of sinful activities, then he can begin devotional life.

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes.

yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpaà janänäà puëya-karmaëäm

te dvandva-moha-nirmuktä bhajante mäà dåòha-vratäù

 To stick to Kåñëa bhajana is not so easy, that you will go on committing all sinful activities and you will become Kåñëa devotee. That is not possible. You have to give up, and you have to come. But this is the process. You will be free, and you will understand. Guru-kåñëa kåpäya [Cc. Madhya 19.151]. If one follows bona fide guru's instruction and he is engaged in devotional service, then it is possible. Then it is possible. Otherwise, if he does whimsically then it will be a failure. He must carry out the instruction of the guru, bona fide guru. Guru means bona fide guru, not pseudo guru. And according... What guru will advise? To be engaged in Kåñëa's service. These two things will help him. Otherwise it is not possible. Guru-kåñëa-kåpäya: "By the mercy of guru and by the mercy of Kåñëa." So both of them should be served. That is the process, not that "Now I have become advanced devotee. I don't require to serve guru." Neither, "Oh, I am serving my guru. I don't care for Kåñëa," no. Parallel line. Not that "One line I can walk," no. Parallel line. Guru-kåñëa-kåpäya päya bhakti-latä-béja [Cc. Madhya 19.151]. Therefore in our temple, along with Deities, guru is also worshiped. Guruñu nara-matiù, if one accepts guru—"Guru is guru, guru is guru"—as ordinary human being, then that is offense, näraké buddhi.

Mahäàsa: That kind of worship is eternal.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Janme janme pita sei. Cakhu-dan kilo jei, janme janme pita sei.

Morning Walk                                        March 10, 1976, Mäyäpur

Prabhupäda: No, you should always remember that either gåhastha or brahmacäré or sannyäsé, nobody can strictly follow all the rules and regulations of them. In the Kali-yuga it is not possible. So if I find simply fault with you, and if you find fault with me, then it will be factional, and our real business will be hampered. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu has recommended that hari-näma, chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra, should be very rigidly performed, which is common for everyone: gåhastha, vänaprastha or sannyäsé. They should always chant Hare Kåñëa mantra. Then everything will be adjusted. Otherwise it is impossible to advance. We shall be complicated with the details only. This is called niyamägrahaù. I think I have explained.                                                    

Madhudviña: In the Nectar of Instruction.

Prabhupäda: Niyamagrahaù is not good. Niyama means regulative principles. And niyama-ägrahaù is niyamägrahaù. Ägrahaù means not to accept. And niyama-ägraha. Ägraha means only eager to follow the regulative principles, but no advancement spiritually. Both of them are called niyamägrahaù. So the basic principle is that niyamägrahaù is not recommended. The real business is that.... And if we advance in Kåñëa consciousness, simple method, chanting twenty-four hours, kértanéyaù sadä hariù [Cc. Ädi 17.31], then things will be automatically adjusted. You cannot find in Kali-yuga everything is being done very correctly, to the point. That is very difficult. 

Morning Walks                            January 22, 1976 (and January 23, 1976), Mäyäpura                                 
Tamäla Kåñëa: Sometimes the devotees question that the Kali-yuga is advancing, and in that sense the standards are deteriorating. Yet you are preaching that "Get everyone to the position where everyone is Kåñëa conscious." How in the Kali-yuga advancing can everyone become Kåñëa conscious?

Prabhupäda: They do not understand. If I say, "The epidemic is increasing. You take this injection, then you can be saved. If you don't take vaccination, then you'll suffer." This is our propaganda. "You take this vaccination; you'll be saved. The epidemic is very strong." But if you think, "Now, because there is epidemic there is no other way. What is the use of taking vaccination?" This is no argument. The epidemic is there; the vaccination is there. (aside:) This is tulasé? Tell them. The disease is there; the medicine is there. So intelligent man should take the medicine, precaution, and then he'll be saved. Two things are there. Kalau nästy eva nästy eva gatir anyathä. In Kali-yuga, if you don't take this, then there is no means of your save, safety. The two things are there. Why you are taking one thing? You take this thing or... (break) Everywhere two things are there: do's and don't's. So in order to make the process of do's you have to accept the process of don't's. That Nectar of Instruction, Rüpa Gosvämé? He's instructing both the do's and the don't's. Huh? You have read it?

Harikeça: Atyähäraù prayäsaç ca...

Prabhupäda: Ah. That is don't's.

Harikeça: Utsähän niçcayät...

Prabhupäda: This is do's. That is instruction. Why should you take one side? Take both sides.

Tamäla Kåñëa: There is still a statement in the do's which is a don't, where it says, "Don't associate with nondevotees." Utsähän niçcayäd dhairyät tat-tat-karma-pravartanät...

Prabhupäda: Sato våtteù saìga-tyägät.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Saìga-tyägät sato våtteù. So that's a don't.

Prabhupäda: No, no. There is don't's and do's also. Sato våtteù. This is do's. Yes.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Because it's translated as "Don't associate with the nondevotees."

Prabhupäda: No, no, no. All the çlokas, they are... In some çloka the do's are prominent, some çlokas don't's prominent, but in every çloka there is do's and don't's. Everywhere there is. In the Bible also: "Thou shall not do. Thou shall not kill." The don't's. (break)
Manu Samhita Ch IV v. 204
A wise man should constantly discharge the paramount duties (called yama), but not always the minor ones (called niyama); for he who does not discharge the former, while he obeys the latter alone, becomes an outcast. [v.4.204.] 

Mangala Arati

Room Conversation                    December 13, 1970, Indore

So the other devotees, (laughs) they cannot ri..., come at five o'clock. That is the test. Yes. One who cannot rise early in the morning, he is not spiritually serious. That is test. Brähma-muhürta, this hour, one hour before sunrise, is very auspicious moment.

Hare Kåñëa. (birds crying) The sunrise is declared. "Koo koo koo koo koo." Yes. Nature's way. They'll not sleep any more. Therefore anyone who sleeps after sunrise, he is a rascal. He's a rascal. Yes. A child at once, early in the morning, rise. That is nature. But we have created such a life that we have to break all the nature laws and therefore we suffer. Daivé hy eñä guëamayé mama mäyä duratyayä, mäm eva ye prapadyante [Bg. 7.14]. And one who has surrendered to Kåñëa, he is free. He is rising early. He has surpassed the mäyä. And those who are in mäyä they are sleeping. And those who are not in mäyä they are rising early in the morning. Is it not? Mäm eva ye prapadyante: "Anyone who surrenders unto Me, he becomes free from the mäyä's contamination." Just see. There is maìgala ärati. In Våndävana just at four o'clock. You have heard?

Yamunä: I was just thinking, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Immediately there is "dung, dung, dung, dung," all temples. Immediately. And people are running. Oh, they will gather all to the Deity, temple. Hundreds of people will go automatically. The same man who was living at home, a very degraded condition, as soon as he goes to Våndävana he becomes habituated to all these things automatically. Automatically. Yes. The society, association, is very important.

Yamunä: Those beautiful birds, the peacock birds also at this time, they are flying in trees and waking up now and make that sound. Oh, Våndävana.

Prabhupäda: So the society is very important thing. Any, anything, society... The businessmen, they have got their association, society, to improve. Therefore the standard of this International Society should be kept very carefully. Then who will come in touch with this society will be improved automatically by association. All right. Even in the bird society there are swans and there are crows, by nature, and the crows will never go to the swans, and the swans will never come to the crows. "Birds of the same feather flock together." Yes. Therefore society required. Unless you come to the Kåñëa consciousness society, how you can develop Kåñëa consciousness? The same principle. Satäà prasaìgän... Satäà prasaìgän mama vérya-saàvido bhavanti håt-karëa-rasäyanäù kathaù [SB 3.25.25]. Vérya-saàvidaù. It becomes very palatable, satäà prasaìgät, in the association of devotees, not otherwise. (end)

Morning Walk                                  March 18, 1974, Våndävana

Guru däsa: Do the rickshaw drivers in Letchmore Heath chant Hare Kåñëa?

Prabhupäda: No, they were sleeping. (laughter) That is western. Here you will find even the old man rises early in the morning. Yes, take bath. Without any reference to Hare Kåñëa. They chant Hare Kåñëa. In the village, they take bath early in the morning. That is very healthy.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.2.24             Los Angeles, August 27, 1972

So, on the whole, to understand the Absolute Truth, even brahma-darçanam, Absolute Truth, you have come to the light, not in the darkness. If you want to see the sun at least, then you have come to the sunshine. Not that in the dark room, closing your doors, you can see sunshine. You have to come out. Tamasi mä jyotir gama. Therefore the Vedic injunction is "Don't remain in the darkness. Come out to see the light." Just like in the morning, somebody is sleeping, closing his doors and windows tightly, and he's sleeping, snoring. Although it is ten o'clock, daytime, he thinks it is night going on. And he's enjoying sleeping. This is darkness. Rascal. And, those who are advanced, they rise early in the morning at four o'clock: "Now there will be sunshine. Prepare." That is the difference. The same human being: one is in the darkness, one is in the passion, and one is in the goodness. And if you come to the goodness, then you see, brahma-darçanam. You can understand what is Absolute Truth.

Room Conversations                          April 22, 1972, Japan

Bhänu: In the morning the Deity should be woken up not before five? The Deities should be woken up at five in the morning? Some temples it is 4:30, some temples five.

Prabhupäda: Just one and a half hours before sunrise. If the sunrise varies, then the waking time also should vary.

Sudämä: So according to season, we should...

Prabhupäda: The rule is that one and a half hours before sunrise. So that you have to make, when the sunrise, then just one and a half hour before, maìgala-ärati.

Sudämä: So that's when the ärati begins, when the curtains are opened and we start offering.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Sudämä: One and a half hours before sunrise is when the ärati begins. Then you wake them up before.

Prabhupäda: No, no. Just waking, ärati begins. And you can offer something.

Bhänu: We should offer the plate after the ärati?

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Room Conversation                      April 2, 1972, Sydney

The spirit soul in its original condition is joyful, blissful, eternal and full of knowledge, and only by his implication in material activities has he become miserable, temporary and full of ignorance. This is due to vikarma. Vikarma means 'actions which should not be done.' Therefore, we must practice sädhana-bhakti, which means to offer maìgala-ärati in the morning, to refrain from certain material activities, to offer obeisances to the spiritual master and to follow many other rules and regulations which will be discussed here, one after another. These practices will help one to become cured of madness. As a man's mental disease is cured by the directions of a psychiatrist, so this sädhana-bhakti cures the conditioned soul of his madness under the spell of maya, or material illusion.

Morning Walk                             June 14, 1972, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: Mäyä-sukhäya, for flickering happiness arranging huge paraphernalia, just like for sporting, restaurants(?), so many things. Mäyä-sukhäya bharam udvahato vimüòhän [SB 7.9.43]. No use. There is no use, but sporting, for frivolous sporting as we saw yesterday. Beginning from the morning working, so many people are engaged, but they do not know the value of arranging maìgala-ärati. They do not know. (laughter) Mäyä-sukhäya bharam udvahato vimüòhän [SB 7.9.43]. Making huge arrangement. What for? Only flickering happiness, that's all. Vimüòhä, rascals. Therefore, Prahläda Maharaja says, "I don't think for myself; I am simply anxious for these rascals who are engaged in huge affair for some flickering happiness.'' Çoce tato vimukha-cetasa, mäyä-sukhäya bharam udvahato vimüòhän [SB 7.9.43]. (chants japa) [break] Construct a very nice temple in this open park, people will come in the morning and they will see the maìgala-ärati, take prasädam. That would have been good for this life and the next life. And what are they doing?

Ätreya Åñi(?): They're simply miserable, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: They're going to be cats and dogs and trees. They don't believe that there is life after death, so they think that "Whatever we have got now, let us enjoy sense.''

Room Conversation                                July 4, 1972, New York

Prabhupäda: No, we have got our own program. We cannot accept the different program, that "My son should be done like this..." We should see that everyone is taking bath daily, that's all. 

They are taking bath daily?           

Devotee (6): Yes.

Prabhupäda: That's nice. Rising early in the morning?       

Devotee (6): Yes.

Prabhupäda: Attending maìgala ärati?        

Devotee (6): Yes

Prabhupäda: Chanting? Dancing? These are our programs. Class, little a-b-c-d, no?

Room Conversations with Sannyäsés             March 15, 1974, Våndävana

Prabhupäda: Now if they do not offer, obey the orders of the sannyäsé, then naturally... But that thing should be brought to the notice of higher or some official, president. Then steps should be taken, that if you cannot follow the rules and regulations, then you must leave. It is plain thing. There is no question of fighting. First thing is that a sannyäsé, leader, they should behave themselves according to the rules and regulations. And then ask others to follow. The others who do not follow, once, twice excused, three times please... Like that.

After trying all our ways, if he is still incorrigible, then you can ask. Not that for paltry reason he cannot be..., "Get out.'' That "get out,'' if you make, then everything has to be "get out.'' That is not the policy. Policy is first of all to correct him. That is preaching. As far as possible by example, by teaching, by everything.

Devotee: Engagement.

Prabhupäda: By engaging. That is our school. It is a school. If a student does not learn nicely, you cannot say, "Get out." As far as possible. But when it is absolutely impossible to correct him, then you have to ask. And if there is money, equal you have to manage some money, what can be done? But I don't think if we try our best to correct him, this ultimate punishment will be required. Human being, after all human being, and our business is to teach and become ideal ourself. Äpani äcari prabhu jévere çikhäya. We have to teach by our personal behavior. If you rise early in the morning, if you take your bath, if you sit down regularly and keep them (indistinct), how he can deny? How one can deny? It is not possible. But if I smoke, I ask others not to smoke, that will never be possible. Äpani äcari prabhu jévere, first of all you have to be. If one is not cleansing, you shall tell me (indistinct) this way. We have to do like that. Not that I (order), "Come on, you do this. Oh, you cannot do, get out." Not that. We show him. After all, our life is sacrificed for preaching and that preaching means one should behave himself, nicely. He cannot say that "You do not do this." Just like one day in London there was some talks with Nanda Kumära, you. He was accusing you, you were accusing him. I heard from (indistinct). So you should do in such a way that he cannot accuse you. If you ask him to rise early in the morning, take your bath, and if you do not take. Supposing some special case. I was taking early bath. Now I do not take, because due to my health. That is because... Otherwise regularly I was taking. Not even hot water. Regularly. This hot water bath I have begun in your country, otherwise I have never taken. Even in severest cold. Here also I am trying to avoid. I am keeping tub of water sunshine. Whatever little warm may become, that's all. So, of course, for special health reason one cannot rise, he is sick and cannot attend, otherwise everyone should rise early in the morning, take bath and be ready for performing our service by six o'clock or five o'clock.

Prabhupäda: Anyway, whatever is done is done, you should be followed like that, that äpani äcari prabhu jévere çikhäya. This should be the principle. One should teach others by behaving himself correctly. Then it will be... Everyone should remain cleansed, everyone should rise early in the morning, begin to work, comes to, everyone routine work. So then you can ask them, "Why you are not trying? Why you are not..." Then he will accept. (indistinct) This principle should be followed, äpani äcari prabhu jévere çikhäya. Is it not?

Prabhupäda: So, not offense (?). There is no question of making. We should behave ourself very nicely. Offending or pleasing that is (indistinct). You cannot offend everyone, neither you can please everyone. That is not possible. You keep to your standard. You keep to your standard. Then everything, everybody will see, "Oh, that is nice." Offending, you cannot please everybody. That is not possible. Even if you hear very nicely. Caitanya Mahäprabhu could not please everyone. He had to start civil disobedience. Even Gandhi was killed. That is not possible. You cannot please everybody. But you must stick to your own principle, and behave nicely. That's all. All right. (end)

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.16.26-30                Hawaii, January 23, 1974

Çuci means always cleansed. Internally... Bähyäbhyantara-çuciù. Inside and outside. Outside by taking bath, washing with soda, soap, or if soda, soap is not available, with earth or oil. That is external cleanliness. Similarly, internal cleanliness, one must rise early in the morning, evacuate, then after taking bath must chant Hare Kåñëa mantra, see the maìgala-ärätrika. In this way one has to purify himself internally and externally. God consciousness is not so cheap thing. Yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpaà janänäà puëya-karmaëäm. One who is completely free from all contamination of material modes, anta-gataà päpam, sinful activities, they can te dvandva-moha-nirmuktä bhajante mäm [Bg. 7.28], they can stick to the principle of devotional service. Otherwise, if he's not free from the contamination of sinful life, he may show, make a show of devotion, but that is not actual devotion. Bhaktyäbhäsa. That is called bhaktyäbhäsa.

So these things should be observed. Brähmaëa, a brähmaëa's duty is to present himself an ideal human being. Satyaà çamo damas titikñä. Titikñä means toleration. "Oh, it is very cold. No, I cannot take bath." No. You must tolerate. You must tolerate. Titikñä. Ärjavam, simplicity; jïänam, full knowledge; vijïänam, practical application. Jïänaà vijïänam ästikyam. Ästikyam means completely convinced of God and his relationship with God. That is called ästikyam. Or full faith in the statement of the Vedas. Whatever Veda says, that's right. Yes. No argument. That is called ästikyam. No argument.

Room Conversation and Interview with Ian Polsen                             July 31, 1972, London

We are not only thinking; we are trying to become His devotee. We are serving, trying to serve Him. Rising early in the morning, offering maìgala-ärati, then prayers, then reading His message, trying to apply in our life as far as possible. We are not perfect, but we are trying to follow the instruction of God. This is our life. Man-manä bhava mad-bhakta mad-yäjé mäà namaskuru.

Room Conversation with Reporter from Researchers Magazine          July 24, 1973, London

Prabhupäda: You are kñatriya, you have to act as a kñatriya. So acting means karma. How you can avoid karma? Bhakti is also karma. Bhakti is also karma. Bhakti, what is this bhakti? Just like we are engaged in devotional service. That service means karma. So they're also rising early in the morning at four 'o clock offering maìgala-ärati, and then reading books, then chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra, then taking the class and taking prasädam, then going to outside for performing saìkértana, to distributing books. All day, twenty-four hours karma. So therefore outsiders, they can not understand, that "They're also working like us, they're also selling books, they're going to the press, they're also eating, they're riding motorcar, they're typing, what kind of bhakti it is?" They cannot understand what is bhakti. They think bhakti means, just like "Close your eyes and make some murmuring sound, that is good." Bhakti is not like that.

Morning Walk                              April 13, 1974, Bombay

Dr. Patel: You have rehabilitated me. (laughter) [break]

Prabhupäda: ...pious, how you would come daily to see the maìgala-ärati? This is the proof.

Dr. Patel: That is, we are, we are brought up like that from our...       

Prabhupäda: That is, that means you are pious.

Just like in the newspaper in the morning, thousands of varieties of news they will attend, and ask them to attend the maìgala ärati for self-realization, "No, that is not... You are disturbing, nonsense." This is gåhamedhi. Gåheñu gåhamedhinäm. Vedic culture is that one must rise early in the morning. And even Kåñëa in His gåhastha life, immediately He rose up. Rukmiëé was disturbed because womanly nature, and again immediately taking bath, meditation. This is Vedic culture. And sleeping up to seven and then unless takes bed tea, without washing teeth, and he is advanced. You see. And if one is asked to "Rise early in the morning and wash yourself, take your bathing and attend maìgala ärati." "Oh, this is old way, bhajana nonsense." You see. Gåheñu gåhamedhinäm.

Morning Walk                                      June 14, 1974, Paris

So that process we are prescribing, to rise early in the morning, have maìgala-ärätrika, worship Deity, offer food stuff, eat prasädam, chant Hare Kåñëa. Anyone who will follow this principle, he will become purified  see p.63
Morning Walk                                 April 23, 1974, Hyderabad

Prabhupäda: Well, people are now shameless, you see? They are being kicked in so many ways. We are giving the prescription, "Here is the remedy," but they are not taking to it. But they will take it. Some of them will take it, provided you remain also ideal. If you become also degraded, then who will take it? Ideal character, ideal behavior, ideal preaching. People will appreciate. [break] ...pure character or position, people will take, in any condition. There may be revolution or no revolution. They will take it. [break] ...that our movement is actually good. They will take in any condition. That standard we must maintain. Somebody... Yes, Balavanta, when he was speaking against smoking, one candidate—he was important man—he was smoking. Immediately he wanted to hide. (laughter) So immediate effect was there. He understood that "Yes, this is bad habit." So people will take it, any condition, provided you are ideal. Äpani äcari prabhu jéveri çikñäya. That is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's movement. He teaches others by behaving Himself. "Example is better than precept." If you cannot rise early in the morning, then how can you ask others to rise early in the morning? What is the effect? There is no effect. We have got business early in the morning, to attend maìgala ärati. And if you sleep yourself and teach others, so who will take it? [break] ...we have introduced. Very, very simple thing. But still, if he cannot... [break] ...(indistinct) Mahäräja. He is, he admitted him, smärta paëòita, but he cannot rise early in the morning. Never. And he is imitating the smärta paëòitas. You know that? Smärta, and one pot, and this and that and äsana (laughing). And "I had some..., consult with some smärta paëòita," and the real business, to rise early in the morning, he will never do. He will never do. Brähmaëa. Brähmaëa means he must rise early in the morning. What kind of brähmaëa? Oh, he is coming. (laughs) Early in the morning at half past seven. If he walks early in the morning, all his disease will be cured. That he will not do. After all, everyone can do after performing maìgala ärati, take a morning walk. Bathing. [break] How did you know we were here?

Pradyumna: I asked (indistinct)

Prabhupäda: Yes. If you rise early and take a walk, all your ailments will be cured. 

Morning Walk                                     May 30, 1974, Rome

Prabhupäda: Yes. Kåñëa consciousness is giving you everything in right way so that you can save your time, you do not waste your time, and you can advance in Kåñëa consciousness. That is required. We don't say that you stop eating. You eat. Take little Kåñëa prasädam. We don't say that "Don't sleep." No, you sleep, but must rise early in the morning for maìgala-ärati. This is our philo... Eating, sleeping, and sex. No, we don't say no sex life. Yes, you have sex life. Get your bona fide wife, live peacefully. And defense also, we have. We never say that you forego all these things. No, this is not our philosophy. But similarly, as much as you absolutely require, not more than that. The balance time, save for advancement. These people are simply engaged for eating, sleeping, mating. They have no time for Kåñëa consciousness. This condemned civilization must be stopped. Killing, killing civilization. The human being got the opportunity of getting out of this punaù punaç carvita-carvaëänäm [SB 7.5.30], repeatedly, and they are not being given the chance. They are being engaged more and more for sense gratification, viñaya. Killing civilization. Jïäna-tapasä. Bahavo jïäna-tapasä pütä mad-bhävam ägatäù. By this process, bahavaù, many, by knowledge and tapasya. Pütäù, purified, came back, back to home. Bahavo jïäna-tapasä pütä mad-bhävam ägatäù.

Morning Walk                                August 24, 1975, Delhi

Prabhupäda: The daughter rises early in the morning? Your daughter?

Woman devotee (2): Yes. She comes to maìgala-ärati every day.

Prabhupäda: Oh. That's nice. Good qualification.

Morning Walk                            September 30, 1975, Bombay

Prabhupäda: That abhiniveña gives him trouble. So this abhiniveña can be removed by increasing Kåñëa consciousness. And the Kåñëa consciousness is increased by following the regulative duties. Rise early in the morning, have maìgala ärati, this, that, up to ten o'clock. Means vidhi.
Morning Walk                                November 2, 1975, Nairobi

Prabhupäda: No, "Example is better than precept." If you actually follow strictly the rules and regulations and chant sixteen rounds, why they'll not follow? They'll follow. If you are not attending class, if you are not attending maìgala ärati, if you are not finishing sixteen rounds, then that is bad example.

Brahmänanda: This boy didn't attend mangal ärati.

Prabhupäda: Don't set bad example. That is detrimental.

Morning Walk                         December 4, 1975, Våndävana

So they attend maìgala-arati?

Guëärëava: Yes.

Prabhupäda: They do?      Devotee: Yes, they do.

Prabhupäda: Very good. [break] ...there are cycles. The cycles are more dangerous than the motor car.
Haàsadüta: Because you can't hear them.

Prabhupäda: No, no, hear... Gives you dash. You see? From the behind. Hare Kåñëa.

Lecture                                      London, September 26, 1969

Prabhupäda: Hare Kåñëa only. [break] That is foolishness. Why our men does not become ready before four o'clock and have maìgala ärati and kértana? If our habits are not changed, then what is the use of spending so much money?

Morning Walk                             January 12, 1976, Bombay

Prabhupäda: No. Where he is staying? You do not know. So did he come today in the maìgala-ärati?

Dr. Patel: No, I don't know him, and I don't think I have seen him.

Devotee (2): Bhattacharya doesn't come to maìgala-ärati.

Morning Walk                                  January 20, 1976, Mäyäpura

Prabhupäda: Yes. Let them see practically. We are not busy how to go to the office, how to the business place. We are not interested. We are simply interested for maìgala ärati, for class, for chanting, dancing. That's all. Practically see. We are not going to any office or any business.

Room Conversation                          October 5, 1975, Mauritius

As they have been trained up to rise early in the morning, this will give you spiritual strength. If you simply becomes a gramophone speaker, then it will not be effective. Gramophone or tape record speaker, that will not be. You must be live speaker. Your living condition should be spiritually, what is called, surcharged. So that means you must be trained up how to rise early in the morning, take your bath, cleanse yourself, chant Hare Kåñëa mantra. Then you will be spiritually strong. When you are spiritually strong, if you speak something on spiritual subject matter, then it will be effective. Otherwise it will be just like tape record playing. So this is required.

Morning Walk                                  April 26, 1976, Melbourne

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is Kåñëa anxiety. That is Kåñëa anxiety. If you become anxious how to worship Deity, how to dress Kåñëa nicely, how to do, if you remain, that will develop your anxiety for Kåñëa. Therefore Deity worship essential. Exactly in time to get up, to offer maìgala-ärati, to dress, this anxiety is the beginning of Kåñëa anxiety. Then, when you become perfect, you'll always be anxious for Kåñëa. And that is perfectional stage. Therefore, by the injunction of the çästra, regulative, it is a way of creating that anxiety. So we must follow. Then we'll come to the real anxiety.

Room Conversation with George Gullen, President of Wayne State University June 15, 1976, Detroit

Prabhupäda: There must be practice, that we are teaching. That simply not theoretical, but practical. Here in our institute, we teach all the students practically how to become God conscious. Theoretical knowledge will not help us. There must be practical behavior. They are rising early in the morning, attending maìgala-ärati, then having class, Bhagavad-gétä, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, chanting, in this way, twenty-four hours engaged. It is not fifteen minutes recreation. No. Twenty-four hours program.

Answers to a Questionnaire from Bhavan's Journal                       June 28, 1976, Våndävana

The conclusion is religion means to love God, and to love God means you must know who is God. There cannot be any other alternative. You must know the person who is God. Then you exchange. That we are teaching. We are asking our disciples to rise early in the morning, offer maìgala ärati, then bhoga ärati. Are we so fools, rascals, that we are wasting time in worshiping a doll like that? Sometimes they think like that. But that is not the fact. You know definitely, "Here is Kåñëa. He is God, and we must love Him like this." That is the superexcellence of Kåñëa consciousness movement.

Room Conversation with Scientists            July 8, 1976, Washington, D.C.

Rüpänuga: I also wanted to ask a question, Çréla Prabhupäda, on dancing in the temple room during ärati, especially maìgala-ärati. Is it not that the devotees should not turn their back while dancing to the Deity?

Prabhupäda: No, no.

Rüpänuga: And that they should not bump each other or dance with each other personally, distracting the attention from the Deity? Shouldn't all the dancing be focused toward the Deity?

Prabhupäda: Sometimes dancing is done here in peculiar method. (laughter). That is not desirable. The dancing, Caitanya Mahäprabhu is showing.

Rüpänuga: You have shown us the feet, changing of the feet with arms upraised, not with the back to the Deity.

Prabhupäda: They do it out of sentiment, but that is not very good.

Rüpänuga: Also they bump one another with the drum or with each other's bodies, they dance and they bump like this. That is not bona fide is it? It is very popular in our movement now.

Prabhupäda: They are inventing. What can I do? If you invent your own way...
Evening Darçana                           August 15, 1976, Bombay

So if you think of Kåñëa... Just like here is temple. If you come and, as other devotees are doing, if you do, if you attend maìgala-ärati, if you attend bhoga-ärati, always see, then offer obeisances, then naturally you will think of Kåñëa. Then as you think of Kåñëa, you become purified. Just like if you touch with fire you remain always warm. Similarly man-manä, if you always think of Kåñëa, you gradually become fully Kåñëized, Kåñëa's devotee, Kåñëa's servant. That is perfection. There is no difficulty. People will not do that.

Room Conversation About Mäyäpura Construction                 August 19, 1976, Hyderabad

Jayapatäkä: [Break] That is what we simply need, are people... I saw the program so nicely if people would simply come and work sincerely, they'll make spiritual advancement. They'll chant Hare Kåñëa. Very quickly they'll become Kåñëa conscious. So now we're seeing that... We're demanding that sincere people come.

Prabhupäda: Yes, it may not be the association of lazy people. Free hotel. No.

Jayapatäkä: Bhavänanda, he's strict on that.

Gargamuni: He's very strict. Without working, no one can eat.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Not only work. Attending the program. That is essential.
Jayapatäkä: They all attend maìgala-ärati, evening ärati. They should also attend morning class.

Prabhupäda: That's nice. Work is partial. These things are essential.
Garden Conversation                       October 9, 1976, Aligarh

So everyone can be raised to the platform of Kåñëa consciousness. There is no difficulty. That is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's movement. So from early in the morning He is teaching. Udilo aruëa püraba-bhäge dwija-maëi gorä amani jäge. He was not lazy. He was very busy. From early in the morning. So if we at least pretend to follow Caitanya Mahäprabhu, we cannot sleep. We must rise early in the morning. If you want to follow Caitanya Mahäprabhu, there is no question of sleeping in the morning. One must get up at least one and a half hours before the sunrise. That is maìgala-ärati. Maìgala-ärati means to get up early in the morning, take your bath, and be prepared for the maìgala-ärati. Then begin your chanting, prayer. This is activity. It is not... Kåñëa consciousness is not a lazy life. It is not lazy life.

Morning Walk                                   December 27, 1976, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Yes, bhakti means tapasya. Just like they are in the bhakti line. They are doing tapasya. They are rising early in the morning, chanting Hare Kåñëa, observing maìgala-ärati, no meat-eating, no illicit sex, no intoxication, so many things. It is tapasya. Whole thing is tapasya, tapaù, because by this tapasya the contamination of the soul will be cured.

Roof Conversation                         January 5, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Examination or no examination, if you, they practice the rules, that is sufficient examination. Suppose one of the items, that one has to rise early in the morning... So if one is rising early in the morning, then what is the examination? That is already examined. If one has to rise early in the morning, attend the maìgala-ärati, sitting in the class and reading Bhagavad-gétä, chanting Hare Kåñëa... These are all practical. There is no need of examination. If he is doing, then it is examination passed.

Morning Darçana and Room Conversation Ramkrishna Bajaj and friends       January 9, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Faith. Yes. Faith means firm faith. Faith does not mean... Anyway, ädau çraddhä. This çraddhä, if we increase this çraddhä, you have to associate with sädhu.. And who is sädhu? Bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk sädhur eva samantavyaù. He is sädhu, who is simply engaged in Kåñëa's service. He is sädhu. Api cet suduräcäraù: "Even though you find there is some discrepancies in his character, because he is fully engaged in My service, he is sädhu." Sädhur eva sa mantavyaù samyag vyavasito hi saù [Bg. 9.30]. If he has got other engagement, he is not sädhu. Anyäbhiläñitä-çünyam: [Brs. 1.1.11] "Other engagement zero." That is sädhu. The sädhu-saìga [Cc. Madhya 22.83]. You have to associate with such sädhus who are cent percent engaged in Kåñëa's service. Ädau çraddhä tato sädhu-saìgaù tato bhajana-kriyä. If you mix with the sädhu, then you'll learn the activities. Sädhu-märgänugamanam. The sädhus are rising early in the morning; they are attending maìgala ärati, they are reading Bhagavad-gétä, Çrémad-Bhägavatam, then dressing the Deity and having ärati and so on, so on, so on. This is called bhajana-kriyä. Ädau çraddhä tataù sädhu-saìgo 'tha bhajana [Cc. Madhya 23.14-15]. Then anartha-nivåttiù syät: then all these material activities will stop. Because if you are engaged in spiritual act..., where is your time for material activities, for drinking wine and eating meat and going to the restaurant and...? No time. These boys, although they are trained up from childhood how to eat meat, how to drink, but now they have no time. They never ask me, "Swamiji, give me one rupee. I shall go to the cinema." Never. They have no time. Anartha-nivåttiù syät, all anarthas finished. These are the stages. Then his life becomes of devotion. Athäsaktiù niñöhä: "Yes, I shall stick to Kåñëa consciousness." Tato niñöhä ruciù. Ruciù means taste. Unless they have got taste, why they should remain with me? They are not coming from poor family. His father is a big lawyer. You know? Yes. So why he is living with me? He has got taste, rucis. Tato niñöhä tato ruciù, athäsaktiù. Asaktiù, attachment. Whenever I am there, they are coming. Asaktiù. Tato bhävaù. "Oh, I am servant of Kåñëa. I have to do this." These are the different stages. Sädhakänäm ayaà premëaù prädurbhäve bhavet kramaù. These are the different stages, kramaù. Kramaù means gradual evolution. So you have to take that gradual evolution. But it will be done if you remain with the associate. Saìgät saïjäyate kämaù. They are giving this opportunity. Come here in our association and learn the art.
Morning Walk                                            June 9, 1974, Paris

Bhagavän: The best way to gradually get them detached?

Prabhupäda: Bhajana-kriyä. Therefore bhajana-kriyä, sädhu-saìga [Cc. Madhya 22.83], association with devotees and stick to the devotional program. Just like devotional program we have got. Bhajana-kriyä. This is called bhajana-kriyä. One cannot be slack in the process of devotional service. Then it will be... Vidhi-märga, the regulative principles: chant sixteen rounds, rise early in the morning, have maìgala-ärätrika, read books, take your bath—these are the process. Bhajana-kriyä. Bhajana means devotional service, and kriyä... The yogis, they call kriyä-yoga. 

Evening Conversation                            January 25, 1977, Puré

"So if I am servant, then I have to serve. So why shall I serve the senses' dictation? I will serve Kåñëa, what He says." So he's self-realized immediately, within a second. Where is the difficulty to become self-realized? Hm? Is there any difficulty? He must know that "I am serving. I am never master. But serving the senses, that's all, whims of the senses in the name of independence." That is not possible. Very simple philosophy. One who understands, he's self-realized. And if he preaches, then he becomes recognized. On this principle we shall help everyone. "Come here. Stay with us nicely. Nicely you can. But serve Kåñëa. We take responsibility." Organize in this way throughout the whole world. Give them shelter; give them food; give them cloth. That is the most benevolent welfare activity in the human society. So here people have generally tendency to come to the beach to enjoy. "All right, we shall give you a place. Come on. Stay here. You haven't got to pay anything for food or lodging. Simply attend ärati, classes. Then... For experiment, three days' period, you see."

Gargamuni: Anyone.  

Prabhupäda: Anyone.

Satsvarüpa: Even those three days they have to attend the maìgala-ärati?
Prabhupäda: Yes. Maìgala-ärati they must attend. It is not that sleeping, "gongongon," and taking free food, no.

Gargamuni: No. Even in Mäyäpura we wake them up at four.

Prabhupäda: Yes, that must be. Why Mäyäpura? Våndävana, they are accustomed. Yä devé sarva-bhüteñu nidra... This sleeping is the mäyä's influence. It is stated in the... Yä devé sarva-bhüteñu nidra-rüpeëa saàsthitaù.(?) The Devé, this material energy, has captured everyone, and she is there... The more one sleeps, that means he's under the control of mäyä. And the more he is not sleeping, he's free from mäyä. Nidrähära-vihärakädi-vijitau **. The Gosvämés, they conquered over three things: nidrä, sleeping; ähära, eating; and mating. These things are the clutches of mäyä. More we have sex, more we have eating, more we have sleeping, that means I am entangled. The more we conquer over it, we are free. That we have to try. Whether I am in the clutches of mäyä or not can be tested—whether I am sleeping more, whether I am eating more, whether I am more sexually inclined. He can test himself. And bhakti means vairägya-vidyä, to conquer over these three things. So practice this. They are... To rise early in the morning and attend maìgala-ärati is compulsory. It is part of this education, spiritual education. And not to eat more than necessary. Then you'll not sleep more. You'll find, if you observe fast, you won't feel sleepy. Have you tested this?

Gargamuni: Yes. I can remember.

Prabhupäda: Therefore ekädaçé. One day or two days in the month he should practice fasting, and then he'll be able to conquer over these things. These are all practical. So we should practice ourself and teach others. This is Kåñëa consciousness movement. And if he thinks that he's quite all right in this material atmosphere, then he's doomed. Müòhaù näbhijänäti. That means apräpya mäm—without achieving Kåñëa—nivartante—again he goes back-måtyu-saàsära-vartmani [Bg. 9.3]—the cycle of birth and death.

Morning Walk                                    March 16, 1974, Våndävana 

Prabhupäda: ...men, so everyone should be very alert in their behavior. Rising early in the morning, taking bath, be prepared for maìgala äratik immediately. Then class. Everything in regulated way. [break]

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.22                    Chicago, July 6, 1975

Sadäcära means... Sat means gentle, and äcära means behavior, gentleman's behavior. What is that gentleman's behavior? That we teach, that "You don't take meat, don't have illicit sex, no gambling, no intoxication, rise early in the morning, take bath, chant Hare Kåñëa, attend maìgala-ärätrika." These are called sadäcära.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.6                       Geneva, May 31, 1974

Let everyone, all over the world, give chance to the people of this çravaëaà kértanam. All the problems of the world will be solved. That's a fact. Anarthopaçamaà säkñät. Directly you'll have. And you can realize from your own life how many, how much anarthas were accompanying with you. Now they are all subsided. Säkñät. What is the means? This chanting. Now you enjoyed chanting, dancing. But people will not take to it. This is the only means. Because you have been attracted by chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra and dancing, you are no more interested. This morning time, in every house, you can go. Either they are sleeping or they are drinking bed tea, without washing mouth, and all the germs are going within the tea, and they are being infected within the intestines, and they are getting so many diseases. But they will not understand. But here, and the bhakti-yogam, everyone rises early in the morning and then washes himself, takes bath, becomes cleansed, and chant Hare Kåñëa mantra, read book. This is bhakti-yoga. Automatically everything will be... Hygienic principle, health question, economic question, and social, political—everything will be solved. It is not joking. Anarthopaçamaà säkñäd bhakti-yogam adhokñaje 

Therefore if we want to abolish all unwanted things of life, simply we come to the spiritual platform.

Bhagavad-gétä 16.7                                  Hyderabad, December 15, 1976

Äcära everyone can do. Äcära means just like to rise early in the morning, to take bath, chant Hare Kåñëa, have tilaka, observe maìgala-ärati. This is called äcära. Then there is hygienic. And vicära means consideration. So in the asuras, both things are lacking. 

Room Conversation                               January 7, 1977, Bombay

And in our, this campus, actually those who are eager to advance in Kåñëa consciousness, they should live, nobody else. We give free food, free apartment, cloth and everything. "Come here. Live. As far as possible we shall provide." But this is specially meant for bhagavad-bhajana. Attend ärati, early rise in the morning, attend the functions, take prasädam... In this way everything will be reorganized, not loose things. Then what is the use of...? We have got such a... And so far the tenants are concerned, if it is possible, give them money; let them go. One, two, some have gone, and others... This whole campus should be for devotees. We don't want tenant. And it should be developed for that purpose, for developing Kåñëa consciousness. Either here or outside India or anywhere, this principle should be followed. And this hodgepodge association, Society, is not the... Let it be very pure. Ekaç candras tamo hanti na ca tärä. That one moon is sufficient. There is no need of millions of stars. Hm? What do you think? One moon gives light. So, in this way, if we can make one person really Kåñëa conscious, then our mission is successful. What is the use of millions of stars twinkling? What is called? Twinkling? You should discuss all these things.

Room Conversation                                 November 25, 1975, Delhi

Prabhupäda: So in every center they must rise early in the morning. They must follow the regulative principles. They must attend class. Otherwise let them go out. We don't want.

Letter to: Name withheld —17 December, 1972

Fighting amongst ourselves is not at all good, but if our preaching work is neglected, or if we 

fall down                  

in following the regulative principles : 

such as rising before four, 

chanting 16 rounds, like that, 

if these things are not strictly observed then maya will enter and spoil everything. 

So my best advice to you is to strictly observe these things yourself and be the example so that all others may follow. We should not criticize each other, as Vaisnavas, because there is fault in everyone and we may be ourselves subject to criticism. Best thing is to be above suspicion ourselves, then if we see discrepancies and make suggestion the others will automatically respect and take action to rectify the matters. That is cooperation. And we must exist on such cooperation, otherwise the whole thing is doomed if we simply go on fighting over some small thing. 

Some References on Varnasrama Dharma from S. P’s lectures
Bhagavad-gétä 4.19-25                    Los Angeles, January 9, 1969

Twenty-three: "The work of a man who is unattached to the modes of material nature and who is fully situated in transcendental knowledge merges entirely into transcendence."

Prabhupäda: Yes. "The work of a man who is unattached to the modes of material nature." The modes of material nature are three: goodness, passion, and ignorance. Somebody is working in the material world in the quality of goodness. In Vedic culture these divisions are very distinct. Just like brähmaëas, sannyäsés. They are supposed to be working in goodness because they are simply working for Kåñëa consciousness or Kåñëa consciousness, brähmaëas business.

The kñatriyas, they are working in the modes of passion. They want to possess land, they want to be king, they want to be leader of the citizens, and they see to the protection of the citizens. This is called in the mode of passion.

And the third degree is the mercantile community. They are engaged in trades, commerce.

In this way the fourth grade of man is the laborer class. They have no capacity either to become brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya. They have to take shelter of somebody and must be satisfied with the wages he takes from that.

In this age the Vedic literature says kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. In this age practically everyone is a çüdra, laborer class because everyone is dependent. The brähmaëa, kñatriya and vaiçya, they are not dependent but laborer class, they are dependent. So because this human civilization at the present moment is so made that everyone is dependent. Nobody is self-sufficient. One has to work somewhere for his livelihood.

So in this age practically everyone is dependent or laborer class. Now here it is said that "the work of a man who is unattached to the modes of material nature." Now this division, brähmaëa, kñatriya vaiçya, or the intelligent class, the administrative class, mercantile class and the laborer class. You say in any way. These are material activities. But when you engage yourself in Kåñëa consciousness, either you are a brähmaëa, kñatriya or vaiçya or çüdra, then you are transcendental immediately.

Just like in this body there are different parts and section. The head. Head is one section. The arm, another section. The abdomen, another section. The legs, another section. So the leg is considered to be laborer class carrying me. The hand is working, protecting me. The brain is giving me intelligence. In this way every part is working for the whole body.

Similarly either you become intelligent class of men or you become administrator or you become mercantile class or laborer, if you engage yourself in Kåñëa consciousness then your position is transcendental. You are no more in the material nature. This is the process of transcendental position. 

Bhagavad-gétä 13.3                       Bombay, December 30, 1972

Similarly, according to the capacity, one is ordinary servant, one is manager, one is clerk, one is this and that. That, That's all right. Similarly, according to our particular quality, one may be a brähmaëa, one may be a kñatriya, nor be a çüdra, or vaiçya. It doesn't matter. But the whole society, if they are engaged in satisfying Kåñëa, that is perfection. The Kåñëa consciousness movement is not that we are asking everyone to become a sannyäsé like me, and give up everything. No. That is not our program. You act as a brähmaëa, as a kñatriya or a vaiçya or a çüdra. It doesn't matter. But you try to satisfy Kåñëa. That is the program.

That is enjoined in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam: ataù pumbhiù... In the Naimiñäraëya meeting, great meeting of great saintly persons and brähmaëas, And Süta Gosvämé was president. He was speaking. And he says: ataù pumbhir dvija-çreñöhäù. You all people, assembled here, you are the best of the brähmaëas. Dvija-çreñöhäù. My dear dvija-çreñöhäù." The ordinary, not ordinary men. Ataù pumbhir dvija-çreñöhä varëäçrama-vibhägaçaù. He's referring to that, varëäçrama. You cannot. If you want to, if you want to maintain, keep the perfect human civilization, then you must maintain this varëäçrama. 

Otherwise, there will be chaos. You have to adjust. Nobody's lower. Nobody's higher.

Just like in my body. My, I have got head. I have got my leg. Leg may be less important than the head, but everything is important in the service of the body, whole body. Simply head, there is no leg: you cannot work. Suppose that you have got good brain, but you have leg, there is no leg. Andha-paìgu-nyäya. Then you have to take help from others. So yajïärthe karma. The brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, brahmacäré, gåhastha, vänaprastha, everyone should be engaged in Kåñëa consciousness. Then the society will be perfect. 

Otherwise, there will be chaos.

Otherwise there be chaos and that is the position at the present moment. People are not happy. Although there is enough money in Western countries. Enough enjoyable things. And we see in other countries like Australia and Africa, there is enough potency of producing food and grains and milk. So this rascal proposition that population has increased, there is scarcity of... These are all rascal proposition. God has enough potency to give you ten times food you want. But because we have created chaos in the world, without following the Kåñëa consciousness, there is trouble.

So this Kåñëa consciousness movement is all-around solution, over-all solution of all problems. Therefore our request is... Those who are actually leaders, thoughtful, they should take this Kåñëa consciousness movement very seriously, study its philosophy and try to spread it as far as possible, according to his own capacity. Thank you very much. Hare Kåñëa. (end)

Bhagavad-gétä 13.35 Geneva, June 6, 1974

…So Kåñëa, being asked by Arjuna, He's giving the knowledge that this body is called kñetra. Kñetra means field of activities. Just like in agricultural land. You get a piece of land, and you produce your own food grain, or as you like. The government gives you a piece of land, and you have to pay a little tax, and you can grow your food grains as you like. Similarly, as we wanted, Kåñëa has given us this body. Now we can work with this body as we like. If you want, you can utilize this body for higher elevation, or you can utilize this body for your nonsense purpose and go to hell. That is your choice.

Just like somebody is using this body, undergoing austerities, penance, according to the spiritual, regulative life, and one man is using this body only for sense gratification, drinking and sex. So it is my choice, to utilize this body as I like, and I also reap the result. The same example: You are given a field, a piece of land. You can grow twice, thrice in a year very nice foodstuff, sometimes pulses, sometimes paddy, sometimes the mustard seed. Any land... In India, we have seen that a cultivator produces three, four kind of food grains in a year. That is the system... That is the system that in India every man is producing his food grains independently. Now it is stopped. Formerly, all these men, they used to produce their food grain. So they used to work for three months in a year, and they could stock the whole year's eatable food grains. Life was very simple. After all, you require to eat. So this Vedic civilization was that keep some land and keep some cows. Then your whole economic question is solved.

Now, in this country, Geneva, I heard there is... I am tasting the milk, first-class milk. I think the world's best milk. Unless one has got his own cows, one cannot get such nice milk. But I hear also that because there is excess production of milk, they have decided to kill twenty-thousand cows.

Devotee: Last year, they decided to do it, but apparently they didn't do it. They wanted to do it.

Prabhupäda: Just see how much foolish proposal it is. So for want of God consciousness, this mischievous intelligence can be found. The whole economic question can be solved. If you have got excess, then you can trade, you can send to some place where there is scarcity. But every man should produce his own food. That is Vedic culture. You get a piece of land and produce your family's foodstuff.

But they are... What they are doing? In Australia, in Africa, they have got enough land, but the government... Maybe they have no sufficient men to utilize the land, but they won't allow any outsider to go there who can produce. I have seen in Africa. Very, very large tract of land was lying vacant, nobody is producing any food. They are producing coffee. That is not the local men. The Britishers who have gone there, They are producing coffee, tea, and keeping some cows for slaughtering. This is going on. In Australia, also, I have seen…

Prabhupäda: No, but don't find many churches here. So this is not very good sign. People should eat sumptuously, not overeating. Overeating is bad. Not undereating. Yuktähära-vihärasya yogo bhavati siddhaye. Yuktähära, as much as you require, you must eat. Yajïärthe... Annäd bhavanti bhütäni [Bg. 3.14]. Either human being or an animal, they must get sufficient food, and that means anna, food grains. So I have studied it very thoroughly. If people produce food grain in all the lands available all over the world, they can feed ten times population than it is at present. Kåñëa has made such arrangement.

In the Éçopaniñad, it is said, pürëam adaù pürëam idaà pürëät pürëam udacyate [Éçopaniñad, Invocation]. In the creation of Kåñëa, there cannot be any scarcity. Everything is sufficiently there. Pürëam, it is complete, perfectly made, either this planet, that planet. Everywhere, the living entities are there, and Kåñëa has made provision for every one of them. There is no question of scarcity. But people are not obeying the orders of Kåñëa or the authorities, that "You produce..." Annäd bhavanti bhütäni [Bg. 3.14]. Even in Bible, it is said, "Thou shalt not kill." They are not producing food grains, and they are killing the animals and eating. How they will be happy? It is not possible. Most sinful activities. You produce your food. The bull will help you. And the cows will supply you milk. They are considered to be father and mother. Just like father earns money for feeding the children, similarly, the bulls help producing, plowing, producing food grains, and the cow gives milk, mother. And what is this civilization, killing father and mother? This is not good civilization. It will not stay. 

There will be catastrophe, waiting. Many times it has happened, and it will happen because transgressing the law of nature, or laws of God, is most sinful. That is sinful.

Just like you become criminal by transgressing the law of state, similarly, when you transgress the law of God, then you are sinful. So this example is given: idaà çaréraà kñetram. That means to own a certain piece of land is the basic civilization. Everyone must have a portion of land to produce his food. There will be no economic problem.

And we have seen even in our childhood that poor men, the laborer class, servant, they came from village in the town. We were residents of town, Calcutta, The servants class, they would come... Everywhere, not in Calcutta, everywhere. The villagers would come, and the small salary. Even in our young days, we were paying salaries to the servants, twelve rupees, fourteen rupees, without any food. And still they would save at least ten to twelve rupees out of that. And this money, the servant would send to his wife at home, and as soon as there is two hundred rupees, he'll purchase a piece of land. And in this way, when he has got sufficient land for producing food for the whole family, then he would no more come to city for working. We have seen it.

That means as soon as one has a land sufficient to produce, he is safe. His food problem—that is the real problem—is solved. So people are not being trained up to... In America, I have seen. Now the farmers, the father is working on the farm, and the sons, they do not come. They live in the city. This is the tendency all over the world. They are not producing food grains. Therefore there is scarcity. There is scarcity of...

Especially in a country like India where the population is very big and there is no land available, there must be scarcity of food. Especially the Britishers, they have divided India: Pakistan and Hindustan. So all the food grains are there on the Pakistan side, and in the Hindustan side all the industries are there. So they are fighting. They have no industrial facilities, and they have no agricultural facilities. All policies. They would fight all along. The Britishers wanted that "You have taken your independence. All right, you'll suffer all the time, fighting between your..." This was a policy. So it is going on nicely.

So anyway, the whole world situation is degrading, that people are not producing their own food. This is the problem, real problem. Kñetra-kñetra-jïa. This example is given. As every man must possess a piece of land... Therefore this... Because it is very common thing, this example has been given. Kñetra-kñetra-jïa.

So as we till our land and gets foodstuff according to my labor, according to my intelligence... Food grains I can produce once twice, thrice, if I work hard. Generally, they work two times: three months, three months. And those who are very lazy, they work three months. But even working for three months, they can acquire foodstuffs for the whole year. That I have seen. So similarly, as we get some land and work for ourself, similarly, this body is also like that land. And I am... This "I," the soul, I can reap good result or bad result as I work with this body. This is very similar.

Bhagavad-gétä 16.10                    Hawaii, February 6, 1975

But the demons, being... Instead of taking shelter of Kåñëa, instead of taking shelter of Kåñëa's bona fide servant, he takes shelter of this lust, lusty desires and pride and false prestige, this, that, so many. He has to take shelter; he cannot remain independent. But when he's less intelligent, he takes shelter of all these material things, and when he's intelligent, he takes shelter of Kåñëa. But when you takes shelter of these lusty desires, false pride, false prestige, illusion, then you are demon, and when you give up the shelter of all this nonsense and you take shelter of the Supreme Person, then you are divine.

But you cannot say at any stage that "I am independent." That is not possible. Your constitution is to remain dependent. Therefore the Vedas says, eko yo bahünäà vidadhäti kämän. He's maintaining you. God is maintaining. That's a fact. We cannot maintain your, ourself. He has given heat, light, air, water, fruits, flowers, grains, everything. Everything is there for you. There is no scarcity. Simply being less intelligent, taking shelter of lusty desires, false prestige, we are mismanaging the gift of God. Therefore we are in scarcity, therefore starvation. By God's arrangement there is everything. Pürëam idam [Éçopaniñad, Invocation]. Everything is complete. Pürëam adaù. This creation is complete. Pürëät pürëam udacyate. Because it is created by God, it is complete, so you cannot find out any deficiency. Pürëät pürëam udacyate, pürëasya pürëam ädäya pürëam evävaçiñyate.

Just like you require water. That is very essential. Especially in the tropical countries, they use water very profusely for cleansing the whole house, for cleansing the body, for cleansing the utensils, cleansing the cloth. That is Vedic civilization, cleanliness. "Cleanliness is next to godliness." Everyone should take thrice bath, cleanse everything. In India, not in the city but in the villages, the woman's first duty is to cleanse the whole house, still. Early in the morning they'll sweep over the whole house, not this apartment, three feet, no, but it is a good house. There is courtyard. Without courtyard, it is pigeon's hole. But you like pigeon's hole, this big, big skyscraper building containing so many pigeon's hole. That's all. So in India still, although poor country, they have got a courtyard, a little garden. That kind of house, in the village that is the system. So the first business is cleanliness. Everything should remain clean.

And it is said by Cäëakya Paëòita that if you want worldly happiness, then these things are required. Mürkha yatra na püjyante. Don't worship rascals and fools, mürkha. Mürkha yatra na püjyante dhanyaà yatra susaïcitam:(?) "And food grains are properly stocked." That is the Vedic civilization, that you work for three months, not very hard, simply till the ground and sow some food grain seed, and within three months it will grow, and you will have ample food grains, and you'll keep it in stock. And keep some cows. Dhanena dhanavän. They say that a rich man means one who has got sufficient stock of food grains. Food grains. Dhanena dhanavän. That is Vedic economic system. Gavayaù dhanavän. Gavayaù means by possessing some number of cows one is supposed to be rich. It is actually the fact. Everyone should possess some land for growing food grains and some cows to take milk. Then the whole economic problem is solved. 

But the asuras, they, as we have discussed in the previous verses, ugra-karmäëaù... Where is that verse?

Nitäi: Verse nine.

Prabhupäda: Verse nine. Prabhavanty ugra-karmäëaù. Prabhavanty ugra-karmäëaù. Karma, you have to work. You cannot maintain yourself without working. That is material world. Material world is not spiritual world. In the spiritual world you haven't got to work, neither you have to eat. Everything is complete. But in the material world means for your maintenance you have to work. But that work is very simple. Grow some food grains and keep some cows, take the milk, and just prepare nice foodstuff and eat. Patraà puñpaà phalaà toyam [Bg. 9.26]. Keep Kåñëa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Deity, at home, and Kåñëa is pleased even you simply offer little fruit and little flower.

Bhagavad-gétä 18.41                         Stockholm, September 7, 1973

Therefore, in the human society, because there are three modes of material nature, the classification should be made scientifically according to these three modes of material nature. And that is explained by Bhagavän, Çré Kåñëa, in the Bhagavad-gétä, cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam: [Bg. 4.13] four classes of men. Brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and çüdra. Brähmaëa means the most intelligent class of men who can understand even up to the knowledge of Brahman, brahma jänäti iti brähmaëa. And the second class are the kñatriyas or the administrative class of men, and the third-class are the mercantile class of men, industrialists, traders, agriculturalists. Everything will be explained. And the fourth-class men means workers. They have no intelligence, but they find out some good master and get some money. That's all. So there are four classes. So here Kåñëa says,

brähmaëa-kñatriya-viçäà çüdräëäà ca parantapa karmäëi pravibhaktäni  svabhäva-prabhavair guëaiù

According to the modes of material nature, the brähmaëa should be selected, the kñatriya should be selected, the vaiçyas or the mercantile people should be selected, and the çüdras, the worker class, should be selected.

Then Kåñëa says, that how the brahminical class should be educated. This should be taken very seriously by educational department of all countries. And it is the duty of the government to see that every man according to his quality is working, is employed. Not that... Secular state does not mean they should be callous about the quality and work of the citizens. There must be department of practical psychology to see the students, in which class he belongs to. Either he belongs to the first-class, brähmaëa class, or second-class, the kñatriya class, administrator class, and the third-class, mercantile, or business man, and the fourth-class, çüdras, worker. If education is given according to the quality and position, then there will be complete system in the whole human society. Take the same example. Just like your body, if your head is working nicely, if your hand is working nicely, if your stomach is working nicely, if your leg is working nicely, then the whole body is to be considered as healthy and working nicely. If any part of this body, either head, leg, or arms or belly, does not work nicely, then the whole body becomes diseased. So that is the instruction of Kåñëa, Bhagavad-gétä. That... Not that...

Now there is a hobby that classless society. Classless society cannot be. That is not possible. So long you are in the material world there must be classes. By nature, there is. Just like even in birds, there are a class of birds known as the crows and there is a class of birds which are called the swans. 

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.5.22 Våndävana, August 3, 1974

Prabhupäda: ...nice. I don't exactly... We have heard from authorities. There is no question of inquiring. What is the... Even if you don't quote, you can assert firmly that everyone is a çüdra. How? Now, guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. Bhagavad-gétä says this classification is made, guëa-karma. So what is the karma at the present moment? They're seeking service. The so-called education means seeking service, master. Paricaryätmakaà karma çüdrasyäpi svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. This is çästra. Anyone who is attached to give service to others or, without giving service to others, he cannot live, that is, he's çüdra. He has no independent existence. Just like I was showing, the dog. Unemployed. Lean and thin and... Because he has no master. The same dog, when he has got a master, he'll be stout and strong, and he'll, as soon as you... "Owf! Owf! Bow! (laughter) I have got my master." So this is çüdra. Çüdra is compared with the dog. A dog is never happy without a master. Then it is a street dog. That is the difference between household dog and a street dog. So in this age practically you see, unless there is employment, he's a street dog. That is the proof that everyone is a çüdra. That is the proof.

Brahmänanda: Brähmaëa is not to accept any employment.

Prabhupäda: No. He'll die of starvation. He'll not accept any employment. That is brähmaëa. Kñatriya also that, and vaiçya also. Only çüdra. A vaiçya will find out some business. He'll find out some business. So there is a practical story. One Mr. Nandi, long, long ago, in the Calcutta, he went to some friend that, "If you can give me a little capital, I can start some business." So he said, "You are vaiçya? Mercantile?" "Yes." "Oh, you are asking money from me? Money's on the street. You can find out." So he said, "I don't find." "You don't find? What is that?" "That, that is a dead mouse." "That is your capital." Just see.

So in those days plague in Calcutta, plague was going on. So municipal declaration was any dead mouse brought to the municipal office, he'll be paid two annas. So he took that dead body of the mouse and took to the municipal office. He was paid two annas. So he purchased some rotten betel nuts with two annas, and washed it and sold it at four annas, or five annas. In this way, again, again, again, that man became so rich man. One of their family members was our Godbrother. Nandi family. That Nandi family still, they have got four hundred, five hundred men to eat daily. A big, aristocratic family. And their family's regulation is as soon as one son or daughter is born, five thousand rupees deposited in the bank, and at the time of his marriage, that five thousand rupees with interest, he can take it. Otherwise there is no more share in the capital. And everyone who lives in the family, he gets eating and shelter. This is their... But the original, I mean to say, establisher of this family, Nandi, he started his business with a red, a dead rat, or mouse.

That is actually fact, actually fact, that if one wants to live independently... In Calcutta I have seen. Even poor class vaiçyas, and in the morning they'll take some òäl, bag of òäl, and go door to door. Òäl is required everywhere. So in morning he makes òäl business, and in evening he takes one canister of kerosene oil. So in the evening everyone will require. Still you'll find in India, they... Nobody was seeking for employment. A little, whatever he has got, selling some ground nuts or that peanuts. Something he's doing. After all, Kåñëa is giving maintenance to everyone. It is a mistake to think that "This man is giving me maintenance." No. Çästra says, eko yo bahünäà vidadhäti kämän. It is confidence in Kåñëa, that "Kåñëa has given me life, Kåñëa has sent me here. So He'll give me my maintenance. So according to my capacity, let me do something, and through that source, Kåñëa's maintenance will come." Just like we are maintaining so many people in the Kåñëa consciousness movement. So what business we are doing? But we are confident that Kåñëa will send us our maintenance. That confidence required. A çüdra means he becomes disturbed. He becomes disturbed. "Oh, I have no employment. How shall I eat? Where shall I go? Where shall I live?" He has no faith in Kåñëa. The brähmaëa has got full faith. The kñatriya has got little less faith, the vaiçya, little less faith, and the çüdra has no faith. This is the difference.

So your question was that how we can know a çüdra? That because everyone is now faithless and everyone is seeking after employment. Therefore... We may discuss in so many ways. Because people have become çüdra, therefore the capitalists are exploiting them. If everyone denies to be, serve, then these so-called industries will fail. Immediately. That is Gandhi's proposal. "Noncooperate with the British government, and it will wind up." And actually so happened. Because people are now çüdras, they depend for their bread to others, the others exploit them: "Come here. You work and I shall give you bread." They do not believe any more, "O God, give us our daily bread." They think that "This, our master give us daily bread." That is çüdra. Çüdra means one who is dependent on others. Paricaryätmakaà käryaà çüdra-karma svabhäva-jam. This is the description, definition of çüdra. And vaiçya: kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. The vaiçya is doing the kåñi, agriculture. Why he should depend on...? Take some land from the government. You produce your food. Where is the difficulty? Keep some cows. You get milk. Vaiçya-karma svabhäva... Go-rakñya. If you have got excess, then make trade. Why you should depend on others?

But they do not know. They want that "I shall go at ten o'clock in the office, and I shall do nothing. Simply I shall take the pen and make like this and take my salary." That's all. Cheating. This is going on. Therefore the whole system is polluted. Nobody's doing his duty. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma... [Bg. 4.13]. According to one's quality, one must work. But nobody wants to work. So therefore they are çüdras. They are working, but at the care of somebody else. Not independently. Now the school, college, the teacher is also depending on salary. So they are çüdras. So what teaching they will give? Teaching is the business of the brähmaëa. No salary. Formerly, all the brähmaëas, they used to have that... It is called öola, catuñpäöhé. Catuñpäöhé. Brähmaëa, he'll sit down anywhere and invite that "If you like, you can come and take some teachings from me."

Brahmänanda: Caitanya Mahäprabhu did that.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So still in villages you'll find, the brähmaëa is sitting somewhere, and the small children are coming, and they're bringing some presentation. Somebody's bringing rice, somebody ... And brähmaëa was satisfied, satisfied. "Whatever Kåñëa sends, that's all right." This is brahminical qualification. He doesn't want more. There was a brähmaëa teacher in Kåñëanagara. So the zamindar of Kåñëa..., Räja-kåñëa-candra, he went that "Brähmaëa, what can I help you?" "No, I don't want your help." "No, you are... Your house is not very good, and your..." "No, I am quite satisfied." "How you are pulling on?" "No, I have got my students. They bring some rice. And here is a tamarind tree. My wife collects some leaves and boils it, and that becomes nice soup. And these boys bring some rice. I am quite satisfied."

[break] "...as your production is there, give me twenty-five percent. I'll give you protection." That is kñatriya business. Brähmaëa's business, teaching. And vaiçya: till the field, agriculture, get your food. Now, where is dependence? Only a çüdra, he cannot take up all these things. "Give me some service, sir. Give me some service." In the modern education, they... The more and more industries increasing, there çüdras are being trained up. Technology. Technology means he must get some service. Otherwise, useless. Simple life, teaching, brähmaëa; and kñatriya, give protection; and vaiçya, till the ground. This is... Where is the question of scarcity? The scarcity is that nobody's doing his real duty. Guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. And people are exploiting. There is competition, dissatisfaction, fight. So many things, sinful activities. The whole society is polluted. Actually, the whole human society is now conducted by the çüdras. But çüdras cannot run on government. That is not possible. Because that çüdra, your Nixon, is a çüdra, he is exalted post, therefore everything is not in order.

Brahmänanda: Kñatriyas should run the government?

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes.
Brahmänanda: And the brähmaëas should give advice.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is Vedic system. The brähmaëas would never take part in administration. They would give advice according to çästra.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.5.22                      Våndävana, August 3, 1974

(Hindi) He was punishable. It was the duty of the government to see that "You are posing yourself as brähmaëa. Whether you are doing the duty of a brähmaëa?" If he's not doing, then he was punished. Therefore nobody was unemployed. A brähmaëa is doing his duty, kñatriya's doing his duty, vaiçya his duty. We get this information from Mahäräja Påthu's kingdom. He, he was very strict, that whether one is doing his duty. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. If the brähmaëa is doing his duty, the kñatriya is doing his duty, and vaiçya is doing his duty, then where is the unemployment? And it is the duty of the government to see that everyone is doing his duty.

Indian: (indistinct)

Prabhupäda: No, no. Society means this combination of all these men. So if everyone is doing his duty, then it is quite all right. That is perfect society. Society means some combination of men. So if every man perfectly does his duty, then there is no question of imperfect...

Indian: (indistinct)

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is the difficulty. That is the difficulty. That I was explaining, that at the present moment mostly persons, they are çüdras. Just like in your body there are four divisions. Your head division, your arm division, your belly division, and your leg division. And if you cut off everything, simply you keep the legs, then what will be done? So at the present moment there is no brähmaëa, no kñatriya. Maybe some vaiçyas only. Only çüdras. Therefore there is chaos. If the division is made, kept, as it is advised in the Bhagavad-gétä, cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13], according to guëa and karma, then the society is maintained very nicely, properly. If your head is working nicely, if your arms are working nicely, if your stomach is working nicely, leg is working..., then you are fit. But if you have got only legs, and head, there is no head, there is no arm, then what is the...? Dead society.

So we are giving education at the present moment to become çüdras. Paricaryätmakaà käryaà çüdra-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. To serve others. A brähmaëa will not serve anyone else. A kñatriya will not serve anyone else. A vaiçya will not serve anyone else. Only the çüdras. So at the present moment we are giving çüdra education. Everyone is taking one application: "Give me some service." "No vacancy, sir." Therefore it is said, kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. In the Kali-yuga everyone is çüdra. And how you can have good government by the çüdras? Kñatriya required. Just like Mahäräja Parékñit. He was touring. As soon as he saw one man is killing cow, "Who are you, rascal, killing cow in my kingdom?" Kñatriya. Give protection. Even to the cows. Prajä means one who has taken birth in that land. Why he should not be given protection? But because they are çüdras, they do not know what is the kñatriya's duty, what is the government's duty. This is the position. Am I right or wrong?

Prabhupäda: No, that was another thing. That was for, fight for the right cause. Not for... It may be politically like that, but the division was there, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra. And the last, Kåñëa's compromising plan was that "After all, they are kñatriyas, these five brothers. They cannot take the business of a vaiçya or brähmaëa. So give them five villages so that they may be satisfied, ruling over these..." "No, not even land holding the upper portion of the needle." Then there was fight. Then there was fight.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.10.4 London, November 25, 1973

Pradyumna: (leads chanting, etc.)

kämaà vavarña parjanyaù 

sarva-käma-dughä mahé 

siñicuù sma vrajän gävaù 

payasodhasvatér mudä [SB 1.10.4]

Translation: "During the reign of Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, the clouds showered all the water that people needed, and the earth produced all the necessities of man in profusion. Due to its fatty milk bag and cheerful attitude, the cow used to moisten the grazing ground with milk."

Prabhupäda: Kämam. Dharmärtha-käma-mokña [SB 4.8.41]. In the human society, to make everything very regulated, the prescription is dharma, artha, käma and mokña. Dharma means to be situated in one's position. That is called dharma. Dharma is not a kind of faith. Faith is sometimes blind. That is not dharma. Just like we say, varëäçrama-dharma. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam [Bg. 4.13]. Varëa. Brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, brahmacäré, gåhastha, vänaprastha, sannyäsé. This combination of eight makes dharma, constitutional position. Everyone is animal. So if one is not trained up in these eight principles of human society, so that is not dharma; it is sentiment. But that does not stand very long. It will vanquish. But if dharma is accepted on the principles of this varëäçrama-dharma, that is... For material purpose. That is not for spiritual purpose. Although there is hint of spiritual life, still, they are präkåta.

So dharma, artha, käma, mokña [SB 4.8.41, Cc. Ädi 1.90]. Dharma means to stay in one's constitutional position. That is dharma. Artha means keeping oneself in one's constitutional position to get livelihood, artha. Without artha, livelihood, käma, the sense gratification, or fulfilling the needs of life...That is käma. Just like devotees, they have also got käma. We are trying to become devotee. This is also one kind of käma, but this is spiritual käma. It is not material. Narottama däsa Öhäkura has described, käma kåñëa-karmärpaëe. Because there is käma, and when the käma is not fulfilled... Generally, materially, käma means lust, desire. So if our käma, lust or desire, is not fulfilled, the next position is krodha. Käma krodha lobha moha mada mätsarya bhaya. These are different associates, one after another. If your desire is not fulfilled, then you become angry. Then after becoming angry, you become very greedy. Then you become bewildered, then become illusioned, then you become fearful.

Therefore there must be some regulative principle to fulfill our desire. And how the regulative principles come to be fulfilled? Here it is said, kämaà vavarña parjanyaù [SB 1.10.4]. Vavarña means showering, showering. And parjanyaù means rain. Parjanyaù, rain. So our all needs are showered from up. Therefore we pray. Eko yo bahünäà vidadhäti kämän. God. Rain is not under you control. Rain, it comes from sky, through the clouds. It is not under you control. When there is scarcity of rain, it is not your so-called science can produce rain. No. That is not possible. Drought. Drought, so many places, last two-three years. So kämän, our necessities of life, from material point of view, it is fulfilled by rainfall from the sky. If there is no rainfall, you cannot produce anything. Kämaà vavarña...

This is the description during the reign of Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira. Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira was the king of this earth, and he was so pious that on account of his piety, Kåñëa supplied everything sumptuously, sumptuously. Now, have you ever experienced...? Now, here it is stated, siñicuù sma vrajän gävaù [SB 1.10.4]. Now, we are hankering after milk, but in those days, during Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira's time, milk was so sufficiently produced that before milking the cow, it supplied milk so sufficiently that the... What is called? Grazing ground? Pasturing ground, they become muddy. They become muddy with milk. Now, with the scarcity of grain, the earth also does not become muddy. It becomes dry earth. But in those days, with milk it was muddy. Just imagine how much milk was... And how it is possible? Siñicuù sma vrajän gävaù payasodhasvatér mudä [SB 1.10.4]. The milk bag was so fatty and full with milk. Why? mudä, they were so happy. They were so happy. So if you keep the cows happy, then cow will supply large quantity of milk. If the cow knows that you are going to kill it, she is always afraid, always fearful: "Oh, this man will kill." They can understand. I have seen in New Vrindaban. One cow, she was crying because her calf was taken away. So she was feeling so sorry. Now in our New Vrindaban, we see how the cows are happy, how they are dealing. They are not afraid. This is our duty, to keep the cows happy. Just like I want to see my wife and children happy, similarly, it is the duty of the human society to see that the cows feeling very happy. This is human civilization. Otherwise it is tiger civilization, meat-eaters. Meat is not eaten by human being. It is eaten by the dogs, by the tigers, by the animals.

So we have created a society for killing cows and eating the meat and maintaining slaughterhouse in the name of religion. This is going on. So how we can be happy? There cannot be happiness. It is not a sentiment. Therefore this is most sinful activity, meat-eating, cow killing. Most sinful activity. And you have to suffer for that. Unfortunately, these rascals, they do not know that what is the result of this sinful activity. They think the life will go on, and there is no more life. "After finishing of this body, everything will be finished." Atheistic theory. Bhasmé-bhütasya dehasya kutaù punar ägamano bhavet. Kutaù. "Oh, who is coming?" But that they do not know, rascals. We get information from Kåñëa, tathä dehäntara-präptiù: [Bg. 2.13] "Oh, you have to accept another body after finishing this body." But they are not responsible. They are so irresponsible, they do not care for the next life, the result of pious and sinful activities.

So it appears that how much strictly the cow protection was there so that the gävaù, payasodhasvatér mudä. They were... You'll see Kåñëa. He is always with cows, and how the cows look very happy with Kåñëa. And Kåñëa is personally teaching how to protect cows. He became a cowherd boy. He was king's son, Mahäräja Nanda; but His business was to take the cows and the calves daily to the pasturing ground. And it was very sportive engagement with the cowherd boys. The cows were grazing, and the boys, they took their meals in a pot, tiffin carrier. Not tiffin carrier in those days. Some way or other. And they used to eat them, distribute amongst the friends. Sometimes a tiffin carrier was stolen by one boy, and he was searching, and then it was... So just like the boys do. This was the children's life, to take protection, to give protection to the cows, to the calves. The small children, up to six years, seven years old, they used to take care of the calves, and the elderly men, the used to take care of the... Or elderly boys, they used to take care of the grown-up cows. So the cows were fed very nicely. Vrajän. Therefore Våndävana is called Vrajabhümi, "where there are many cows." It is called Gokula. Gokula. Go means cows, and kula means group. Gokula. Govardhana. Govardhana Hill. Because the cows were grazing on the hill, and profuse grass was being grown, and they are enjoying. So there should be arrangement. Just like here we see, there are so many open fields and the cows are grazing. But they cannot be happy because they know that they are simply raised for being killed. They cannot be happy.

So our Kåñëa consciousness movement is not a sentimental movement. It takes care of all-found social organization. It is not something like religious sentiment. Everything should be take care of. Therefore we say cow protection, cow protection. Here it is said, kämaà vavarña parjanyaù sarva-käma-dughä mahé [SB 1.10.4]. Mahé means land, bhümi. Agnir mahé gaganam ambu marud-diçaù... Mahé. This is mahé. In another, Brahma-saàhitä, it is said, mahé.

agnir mahé gaganam ambu marud-diçaç ca kälas tathätma-manaséti jagat-trayäëi

yasmäd bhavanti vibhavanti viçanti yaà ca govindam ädi-puruñaà tam ahaà bhajämi

This mahé word is used there is Vedas, Brahma-saàhitä. What is that mahé? Agnir mahé. You require fire. You require land. You require sky. Agnir mahé gaganam ambu. You require water. Agnir mahé gaganam ambu marut. You require air. You require space. These are requirements. Agnir mahé gaganam ambu marud-diçaç ca kälas tathätmä. Ätmä, ätmä means this body, ätmä means the mind, and ätmä means the soul. So in the Brahma-saàhitä you see, agnir mahé gaganam ambu marud-diçaç ca kälas tathätma-manaséti jagat-trayäëi yasmäd bhavanti. Yasmäd bhavanti. All these things, wherefrom they are coming? They do not know. Can the scientist say wherefrom so much water has come, so vast ocean, seas? But it has come from Kåñëa. Kåñëa says in the Bhagavad-gétä,

bhümir äpo 'nalo väyuù khaà mano buddhir eva ca ahaìkära itéyaà me bhinnä prakåtir añöadhä [Bg. 7.4]

Bhinnä me prakåtiù. It is Kåñëa's energy, Kåñëa's energy.

So the mahé, the land, the land is there. Just like in America or in Australia there are so much land. In Africa, so much land lying vacant. But they do not know that this land can produce all the needs of life. Sarva-käma-dughä mahé. Sarva-käma, whatever you want. Actually we are getting... Just like this Western civilization has created so may slaughterhouse for eating purposes. But wherefrom they are getting? From mahé, from the land. If there is no pasturing ground, grazing ground, wherefrom they will get the cows and the bulls? That is also... Because there is grass on the land and the cows and bulls eat them, therefore they grow. Then you cut their throat, civilized man, and eat, you rascal civilized man. But you are getting from the mahé, from the land. Without land, you cannot. Similarly, instead of cutting the throat of the cows, you can grow your food. Why you are cutting the throat of the cows? After all, you have to get from the mahé, from the land. So as they are, the animal which you are eating, they are getting their eatables from the land. Why don't you get your eatables from the land? Therefore it is said, sarva-käma-dughä mahé. You can get all the necessities of your life from land. So dughä means produce. You can produce your food. Some land should be producing the foodstuff for the animals, and some land should be used for the production of your foodstuffs, grains, fruits, flowers, and take milk. Why should you kill these innocent animals? You take. You keep them mudä, happy, and you get so much milk that it will moist, it will make wet the ground. This is civilization. This is civilization.

That was being maintained during the time of Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira. That is being described. Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira maintained this standard of civilization. Just see how the economic problems will be solved simply by one movement, this Kåñëa consciousness movement. Try to understand. Mahé. Because mahé will produce everything. Just like here in this Letchmore Heath there are so many, so much land lying vacant. You produce you own food. Why you are going to London, to the factories? There is no need. This is wrong civilization. Here is land. You produce your food. If you produce your food, there is no need of going hundred miles, fifty miles on your motorcycle or motor to earn your livelihood. Why? There is no need. Then you require petrol. And petrol there is scarcity. Then you require so many parts, so many That means you are making the whole thing complicated unnecessarily. Unnecessarily. There is no need. Simply you keep to the land and produce your food, and the cows are there. They will supply you milk. Then where is your economic problems. If you have sufficient grains, sufficient vegetables, sufficient milk from the land where you are living, where your economic problem? Why you should go to other place? That is Vedic civilization. Everyone should remain in the spot and produce everything as he requires, and God will help you. Because you can produce from the land anywhere. The rainfall is there. If you have got land and the rainfall is regular, then you can produce anything. Kämaà vavarña parjanyaù [SB 1.10.4]. And how the rainfall will be possible? How regular rainfall? That is described in the Bhägavata. Yajïäd bhavati parjanyaù parjanyäd anna-sambhavaù Is there a Bhagavad-gétä here? Yajïäd bhavati parjanyaù.

We are trying to give as much possible happiness to our students. Otherwise unless he is, one feels happy, how... It is little difficult. Unless one is very advanced in Kåñëa consciousness, one cannot adjust things. Therefore our policy is that... What is called? Yogo bhavati siddhi. Yuktähära-vihärasya. Yuktähära-vihärasya yogo bhavati siddhi. We are yogis, but we are not that kind of yogi, unnecessarily giving trouble to the body. No. Yuktähära. you eat. You require to eat. You eat. Don't starve. Don't unnecessarily fast. But don't eat voraciously. That is bad. That is not yukta. You eat, but don't eat voraciously: "Because there is something very palatable, let me eat voraciously," and then again fall sick. And if you cannot digest, then you will sleep. You will sleep only. Therefore don't eat more, but eat whatever is necessary. Yuktähära. Yuktähära-vihärasya yogo bhavati siddhi. Eat whatever necessity, whatever you can... "One man's food, another man's poison." One man eats, say, so much voraciously. Another man cannot digest. If he imitates, "Oh, he is eating so much? I will also eat so much." No. He can digest it, let him eat. But if you cannot digest, don't eat more. That is required. Then what is that verse?

Pradyumna:

annäd bhavanti bhütäni parjanyäd anna-sambhavaù yajïäd bhavati parjanyo yajïaù karma-samudbhavaù

 [Bg. 3.14]

Prabhupäda: That's it. Everything is cycle. If you execute your prescribed duties as a brähmaëa, as a kñatriya, as a vaiçya, or as a çüdra, as a brahmacäré, as a gåhastha, as a vänaprastha, or as a sannyäsé... Divisions are there. Division must be there. Just like government. For executing nicely the governmental business, there are so many departments. Not that one department, only king, queen. Then government... Why the government is spending so much money, maintaining so many building? Simply queen's palace, that Buckingham, that is sufficient? No. There must be departments. So these are departments, this brähmaëa, this kñatriya, the vaiçyas, the çüdras. Just like in your body there are departments. This department, brain, head. Therefore it is called head, head office, head office. Why do you refer to the head office? It has come from this head. Why Godhead? The Supreme Godhead, the Supreme. Therefore we say, "Godhead. That is described in the Bhagavad-gétä. Mattaù parataraà nänyat kiïcid asti dhanaïjaya: [Bg. 7.7] "There is no more superior person than Me." So the divisions required. The divisions required.

So for these divisions, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra... Without the divisions... So what is... Read the verse again.

Pradyumna: Annäd bhavanti

Prabhupäda: Annäd bhavanti, huh?

Pradyumna: ...bhütäni.

Prabhupäda: Ah, bhavanti bhütäni. Annäd. Anna means food grains. Either animal or man, they must eat sufficiently. Either you eat grass or you eat rice or wheat or oats, or..., something must be... So they are are called anna. In Sanskrit language it is called anna. Anna means foodgrains. So annäd bhavanti bhütäni [Bg. 3.14]. Every living entity lives. Nowadays there are scarcity of foodgrains. Even the human being cannot eat sufficiently. But formerly the kings, they used to maintain elephants. They were supplied very nice cäpäöis. Do you know that? Still there are kings, they have elephants. Therefore elephant can be maintained by very rich man. If suppose, if somebody comes, he says, "Take this elephant, I give you free," will you take? Will you accept? You know that elephant will devour you, your all your means or income and all family income, because you cannot maintain elephant. (laughs)

Therefore in India sometimes, when, a hundred years ago, some students would come in England, especially London, and make a European, English wife... In old days they are doing that. So people would say that "This man is maintaining one white elephant." Because a European wife means very much expenditure. So one Mr. P. R. Das, he was high-court judge. So he was taking bribe on account of maintaining white elephant. He married one European wife. The expenditure very high. In those days for Indian it was a fashion to get a European wife. So this man married one European wife, and his expenditures was very, very heavy. So high-court judge, he was getting only four thousand rupees, and his expenditure was ten thousand rupees, and therefore he was taking bribe. He admitted. So when he was detected by the chief justice, he was dismissed from the post. But this is the position. You should not expend more than your income.
So kämam, yes, what is that? Annäd, annäd bhavanti bhütäni. Bhütäni means embodied, those who have taken, accepted, the living entities. They live by eating anna, either animal or human being. You require anna. Produce foodgrains. Foodgrains or grass or anything, as the animals eat and man eat, you must produce. And that production is there on the ground, not you factory. Not in the Birmingham factories. There are many factories in Birmingham? You cannot produce foodgrains there. Therefore it is said, annäd bhavanti bhütäni.

Then, next?

Pradyumna: Parjanyäd anna-sambhavaù.

Prabhupäda: And parjanyäd anna-sambhavaù. Parjanya means if there is waterfall, rainfall, then you can produce anna. Parjanyäd anna-sambhavaù. One after another. You require foodgrains, and for producing foodgrains, you require sufficient rainfall. Parjanyäd anna-sambhavaù. Then?

Pradyumna: Yajïäd bhavati parjanyaù.

Prabhupäda: Yajïäd bhavati parjanyaù [Bg. 3.14]. And the the rain supply be regular if you perform sacrifice. Therefore, what is that next?

Pradyumna: Yajïäd bhavati parjanyo yajïaù karma-samudbhavaù [Bg. 3.14].

Prabhupäda: Ah, yajïaù karma-samudbhavaù. Yajïa, karma. Karma means, according to the varëäçrama, brähmaëa should work according to his own position. They will chant Vedic mantra. That is also one karma, activity. They must understand what is Vedas; they must explain. That is brähmaëa's business. And kñatriya's business, karma... This is called kñätraà karma svabhäva-jam. Brahma-karma svabhäva-jam. Vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam. Çüdra-karma svabhäva-jam. By nature, one has got a particular type of work. So yajïaù karma-samudbhavaù, what is that?

Pradyumna: Yajïaù karma-samudbhavaù.

Prabhupäda: Ah, karma-samudbhavaù. If everyone is doing his duty nicely as a brähmaëa, as a kñatriya, as a vaiçya or as a çüdra, then no..., there is no question of that you are do... Everyone has to do his work according to his capacity. Just like in ordinary life also, we do not see that everyone is able to do everything. No. There are certain class of men. If you want some help for repairing your electric wiring, you must call for an electrician, not a carpenter. But when you want to repair a door, you require a carpenter. That is Vedic division. Therefore there was caste system. Everyone... I have seen in India still. In you country also you'll find. The potters, during Diwali system, they make small dolls. So I have seen the potter's house. The children, five or ten years old, they are also making small dolls, small dolls. Because by tradition, by family, the father is making doll, the mother is making doll, and the children also learning. Similarly, the weaver, you will find. You supply the... Still there are this system. You supply. Gandhi wanted to introduce this system. You produce your thread and give to the weaver, and waver will give you cloth. Why you are looking after this Manchester cloth? By this movement...

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.25                            Våndävana, September 22, 1976

Durbhikña. Durbhikña means you will not be able to get anything by begging also. Bhikña, bhikña means if I have no subsistence, I have no means to eat, I go to... [break] Even if I beg, I become a beggar, there will be no supplies. Especially these things will be no supply: rice, wheat, sugar, and other things, there are mentioned. It is all particularly mentioned. And we are experiencing. You were telling that rice is not available. Where it is? Huh? Poland. I have seen in Moscow, you cannot get any fruit, you cannot get rice, you cannot get wheat. You can get only flesh, meat. And milk is available. These things. So now already it has begun, and ultimately as the Kali-yuga advances and people become very much advanced in denying the existence of God, niräkära, these things will come. Wait for that punishment. Durbhikña, anävåñöyä durbhikña-kara-péòitäù [SB 12.2.9]. And as soon as there will be scarcity of food, the government men will take advantage of it: "Now we have to supply food." "Where is food?" "No, you give me money, we shall purchase from importer." The taxation. One side, I am suffering—no food; another side—whatever money I have got, it will be taken by taxation. Now see what is your position. The position will be people will become mad, so much troubled. Äcchinna-dära-draviëä gacchanti giri-känanam. People will be so much harassed that voluntarily they'll give up their family, home, and go to the forest, hopeless. This will be done. Don't think that Kåñëa consciousness is a joke, is a jugglery. 

It is the only remedy if you want to save yourself.

Otherwise, you are doomed.
Don't take it, I mean to say, as a joke. It is a fact.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.8.35                  Mäyäpura, October 15, 1974

Here it is said that avidyä-käma-karmabhiù. By ignorance, they are thinking by opening factories they will be happy. That is avidyä. He does not know that this is ignorance. Why you should open factory? That is... This is called ugra-karma. There is no need of opening factory. You have got land. Here are so many lands. You produce your food grains. Annäd bhavanti bhütäni [Bg. 3.14]. You eat sumptuously food grain, milk, and that will be available without any factory. The factory cannot produce milk or food grain. The present scarcity of foodstuff means everybody is engaged in the city, producing bolts and nuts. Who is producing food grain? This is the solution of economic problem. Annäd bhavanti bhütäni. 

Therefore we are trying to engage our men to produce their own food. 

Be self-sufficient so that these rascals may see that how one can live very peacefully, eating the food grains and milk, and chant Hare Kåñëa. This is our mission.
Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.8.40                        Los Angeles, May 2, 1973

So what is the use of this industry, slaughterhouse? You get these, all these things. Have enough food grains, enough milk, enough fruits, enough vegetables, clear, nice river water. There is, there is no need of constructing water works. Why? I have traveled in Europe. Each and every river has become nasty. In Russia I saw the river, in Germany I saw the river, in France, also, I saw the river-nasty. And also in your country I have seen that... What is that river in New York?

Devotees: East Side, Hudson.

Prabhupäda: Hudson and another?

Devotees: East Side.

Prabhupäda: They have created nasty. By nature's way such... Just like you see in the ocean, how the water is clear and crystal. By nature's way, it is kept very nice clear and crystal, and from the ocean the water is diverted by the process to come into the river, the same water, but it is crystalized without any salt. By nature's way. By nature's way means Kåñëa's way. So you take nice water from the river. What is the use of constructing huge waterworks supplying water? Nature has already given you. You take fruits, nice fruits. You take grains. You take milk products. You take silk. You take pearls. You take jewels. Everything is... You want richness, you collect the pearls—you become rich. There is no question of to become rich by starting some huge factory, producing these motor bodies. You see.

So we have created troubles. Otherwise, if we depend on Kåñëa and Kåñëa's mercy... Because by Kåñëa's glancing, everything is all right. Here it is said,

ime jana-padäù svåddhäù supakvauñadhi-vérudhaù

vanädri-nady-udanvanto hy edhante tava vékñitaiù [SB 1.8.40]

So simply by Kåñëa's glancing, Kunté is expressing that so many beautiful things are there. "Simply by Your glance." So if you simply plead for Kåñëa's glancing, so there is no question of scarcity, there is no question of need. Everything will be complete. This is Kåñëa consciousness movement. You depend on nature's gift. 

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.9.2                   Los Angeles, May 16, 1973

So actually, human opulence means not these tin cars. Once it is dashed with another car, it is finished, no value. Human opulence means the society must have enough gold, enough jewelry, enough silk, enough grains, enough milk, enough vegetables, like that. That is opulent. That is opulence. Formerly a person was considered rich by two things: dhänyena dhanavän. How much grain stock he has got at his home. A big, big barn, filled with grains. Still in India, if I am going to give my daughter to some family, to see the family's opulence, I go to see the house, and if I see there are many, many barns' stock of grains and many cows, then it is very good. It is opulent. Dhänyena dhanavän, gavyaà dhanavän. A man is considered to be rich when he has got enough quantity of grains, enough quantity of, I mean to say, number, enough number of cows. Just like Mahäräja, Nanda Mahäräja, the foster father of Kåñëa. He was keeping 900,000 cows. And He was rich man. He was mahäräja, king. But see the behavior. His beloved son, Kåñëa and Balaräma, he has entrusted to take care of the calves or cows: "Go in the forest." He is well dressed with ornament, and nice dress, everything. All the cowherds boys, they are very rich. They have got enough grains and enough milk. Naturally they will be rich. But not that the cows and the calves will be taken care of by some hired servant. No. They would take care himself.
Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.16.1                 Los Angeles, December 29, 1973

So according to division, the training was there. The first-class training is brähmaëa. Brähmaëa means they must be truthful first. Satyaà çamo damas titikñä. They must be able to control the senses, control the mind. Satyaà çamo damas titikñä. Must be tolerant, titikñä; ärjava, very simple; jïänam, full knowledge; vijïänam, practical application in life. Satyaà çamo damas titikñä. Çuciù, cleanliness. Brahma-karma svabhäva-jam. So they should be trained. A class of men should be trained for these qualities. They are called brähmaëa. Similarly, another class, second class, they should be trained up as kñatriya, very powerful, never goes away from the challenge of fighting. Yuddhe cäpy apaläyanam. Not that the fighting is going on, and the so-called president is sitting in his parlor and smoking cigarette. No. Yuddhe cäpy apaläyanam: "Oh, everyone is fighting there? I must go in the front." He will fight. Otherwise how people will be encouraged? The chief man is in the background, and poor men, they are fighting? No. Yuddhe cäpy apaläyanam. That is kñatriya.

So similarly, vaiçya. Vaiçya, they should be trained in three things, productive—kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]—kåñi, agriculture; go-rakñya, cow protection. Go-rakñya. That is essential, agricultural and cow protection. And väëijyam. Väëijyam means trade. If there is excess milk product, if there is excess grain product, then you can sell to others. Nowadays the trade is that you take as much milk as you can, and then kill the animal and sell the flesh to other countries. That is going on. No. Go-rakñya. Go-rakñya. Cow protection is very, very essential in human society because it gives the milk, the miracle food. You can prepare hundreds and thousands of preparation, all not only delicious, but brain-maintaining. You can get good brain. Therefore go-rakñya, cow protection is especially recommended, not that animal protection. If you want to eat meat, you can eat many other animals. There are. But don't eat the cows. This is Vedic civilization. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. Paricaryätmakaà käryaà çüdra-karma svabhäva-jam. And those who are neither brähmaëa... They have no brain to become brähmaëa or to become kñatriya or vaiçya, they are called çüdras. And çüdra's business is to serve the other upper three classes, laborer, worker classes, and satisfied with some service.

So here it is said that tataù parékñid dvija-varya-çikñayä: "He was educated and trained up by the best class of the brähmaëas," not by the çüdras. Çüdra's training, what he can become? He can become a rascal, that's all. The training was entrusted to the first-class brähmaëa, who is himself trained up to speak truth, satyaà çamo damaù, to remain clean, to become very simple in habit, to become master of knowledge, and practical application. Such person should be the trainer, should be the teacher. Not a third-class rascal becomes a teacher and professor. He has no idea how to speak truth. He is speaking all lies, theories, and getting Nobel Prize. Such a çüdra is honored at the present moment. You see? Who has no knowledge. So many so-called philosophers and scientists, simply speaking lies and untruth. They have no knowledge. As soon as you challenge them, they will say, "Yes, we are trying. In future we shall do it." But if you are trying, then where is your knowledge? Why you are taking the post of a teacher? You are a cheater. You have no full knowledge, and still, you are putting some theory to mislead the people.

For example... Just like they are putting on this theory that matter, from matter, life has come. "All right, matter, life has come from matter. Just prove it. Take matter, whatever materials you want, take, and produce life." "That we shall see in future." Then why you are talking this nonsense? Science means observation and experiment. There must be experiment also. But without experiment, they are putting on this theory and getting Nobel Prize. Although it is not a fact. We know. We. We are followers of Vedic principles. We know that matter or life, everything comes from life, not from matter. We know it certain. How do you know? Kåñëa says. Mattaù sarvaà pravartate: "Everything comes from Me." And Kåñëa is the supreme life. So we have no difficulty, because we know, mattaù sarvaà prava... Sarvam means matter and life both, everything. There are two things: matter and life. There is no third thing. So Kåñëa says, ahaà sarvasya prabhavaù: [Bg. 10.8] "I am the original source of everything." "Everything" means matter and... There are two things: matter and life. That is not very difficult to understand. So sarvam...

ahaà sarvasya prabhavo 

mattaù sarvaà pravartate 

iti matvä bhajante mäà 

budhä bhäva-samanvitäù

 [Bg. 10.8]

Iti matvä. When one understands this, that Kåñëa is the source of both matter and life... So the devotees are not rascals. They are in full knowledge. Iti matvä. "When they are confident that Kåñëa is the source of everything," iti matvä bhajante mäm, "où, they become My devotee." Iti matvä bhajante mäà budhäù. Budha means highly elevated in knowledge, budha. Just like Lord Buddha, elevated knowledge. So budhäù.

So how this knowledge can be gotten unless one is trained by dvija-varya-çikñayä, first-class learned brähmaëas? One has to learn from him, not from the rascals, fools, cats and dogs, No. That is not learning. Dvija-varya-çikñayä. So Parékñit Mahäräja, his first qualification is... Not only Parékñit Mahäräja, but all the kings during the monarchy. Monarchy does not mean because he is the son of king, therefore he should be king. No. He should be fully trained up by the dvija-varya, by the best class of brähmaëas. That is monarchy. So Parékñit Mahäräja... Tataù... Tataù means "thereafter." After his fathers—means païca-päëòava, his father and uncles—retired and left kingdom, entrusting everything to the grandchild... Because their sons all died in the Battle of Kurukñetra. Parékñit Mahäräja, only he was saved because he was a posthumous child. After the death of his father in the Battlefield of Kurukñetra, he was in the womb of his mother. He took birth. And these grandfathers took care of him. This is Parékñit Mahäräja's life. He did not see his father from birth. So these grandfathers... So grandfathers, they retired and entrusted the whole kingdom, was entrusted to the grand-child, Mahäräja Parékñit. So he was trained up by the first-class brähmaëas. Tataù parékñid dvija-varya-çikñayä mahéà mahä-bhägavataù çaçäsa ha.

Mahém. Mahém means this earthly planet. Up to Mahäräja Parékñit, five thousand years ago, the whole world was being ruled over by one king, one emperor. There were no so many nations or no so many presidents or... No. Simply one king. Mahém, this world. Mahém means the earthly planet. This is the history. From Mahä-bhägavata, er, Mahäbhärata we understand that, that the whole world was under one flag, these Päëòavas. Now United Nations means three thousand flags, three thousand nations. So that is not democracy, or that is not good ruling. The best ruling is monarchy, and monarch means he must be a perfectly trained-up person by the best brähmaëas. That is perfect government. Not that this democracy, some rascals and fools they are voting another rascal and fool, and by hook and crook he comes to the post. He does not like to give it up, and makes things very miserable. This kind of government... Now your Senate is proposing, "Let us pray to God how we can get good government." They are coming down to again. But why not train? Now you are going to pray to God, "Please give us good government." Why don't you elect a person mahä-bhägavata?

Mahä-bhägavata. That is Kåñëa consciousness movement, that "People, you become devotees, bhägavata, and you select one mahä-bhägavata to be your ruler. Then you will be happy. Not only bhägavata. Not of your caliber, but still further." There are bhägavata... There are three kinds of devotees. Three kinds of devotees means neophyte, middle class and mahä-bhägavata. Mahä-bhägavata. Mahä-bhägavata means one who can see God in everything and everything in God. That is mahä-bhägavata. That is explained in Bhagavad-gétä, sarva-bhüteñu yaù paçyed ätmä: "He does not see anything except God, everything in God and God in everything." That is the qualification of mahä-bhägavata. So just see how elevated Mahäräja Parékñit, that he was mahä-bhägavata. In another place, he has written... I forget that word. That is also mahä-bhägavata.

So Parékñit Mahäräja was not an ordinary person. He was mahä-bhägavata. Mahéà mahä-bhägavataù çaçäsa, ruled over, a great devotee. It does not mean a great devotee is simply engaged in chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra. No. A great devotee may be the chief of the executive function of the state. He can become. That is required. Not that only mahä-bhägavata required in church or temples. No. Mahä-bhägavata required also as the head of the chief executive function. That is also required. Otherwise how people will be happy? Every field, there must be mahä-bhägavata. So my Guru Mahäräja used to say that when we shall see that the high-court judges are devotees of Kåñëa, then our preaching will be somewhat forward. So that is the aim of Kåñëa consciousness movement, that everyone, at least those who are ruling, those who are on the executive function, they must be all mahä-bhägavata. Under them everything should be ruled. Then people will be happy. Because they will never do anything unjustly. Their only desire is... Mahä-bhägavata is how to give relief to the suffering humanity. That is mahä-bhägavata. So Parékñit Mahäräja was mahä-bhägavata, and therefore he was entrusted to rule over, not an ordinary man.

Yathä hi sütyäm abhijäta-kovidäù. Here is another important word. So yathä, as he was foretold, sütyä. Sütyä means in the maternity condition, maternity home or maternity room, sütyä. Still, the system is current in India that when a lady is going to give birth to a child, she is offered a separate room where the child will take birth and all taken care. Nowadays they are sending in the hospital. That is another thing. But the system is when the delivery is imminent, then one room is selected. That is called sütikä-ghara, or sütikä room. That is referred here, sütyä, means, sütyä, as soon as the child is born, sütyä, in that maternity room, immediately, abhijäta-kovidäù... Abhijäta-kovidäù means... Kovidäù means expert learned scholars, and abhijäta, they will immediately make horoscope and tell about this newly born child, what is going to happen in his life in future. That is called astrologer. It is called jäta-karma, reformation.

There are ten kinds of reformation. The first reformation is garbhädhäna-saàskära. Garbhädhäna-saàskära means when the father is going to give birth to a child, it is not a secret affair. It is open affair. "Now this is the good, auspicious day, and today the father will implant the seed of the son in the womb of the mother." There is great function. That is called garbhädhäna-saàskära. And there are witnesses, all the brähmaëas, that "This day, such and such time, this king or this person has begotten this child." Just like when the child is born, it is recorded in the government book, similarly, when one is going to give birth to a child, that is also recorded. That is called garbhädhäna-saàskära. Not that like cats and dogs in secrecy we have sexual intercourse, and if there is pregnancy, give some contraceptive pill or kill the child. Oh, how rascal and animals have been introduced in the human society. Just see. Here the garbhädhäna-saàskära, a child has to be born. How it will be nice? When the mentality of the father and mother is completely Kåñëa consciousness, so that when there will be sexual intercourse, the mentality of the child will be Kåñëa conscious. This is the garbhädhäna-saàskära.

So as before giving birth there is a reformation ceremony, similarly, immediately child is born, there is another reformation ceremony that is called jäta-karma. Jäta-karma means immediately learned scholar, brähmaëas, astrologer, will come and they will make the horoscope of the child. So here it is said, yathä hi sütyäm abhijäta-kovidäù samädiçan. As they foretold, that "This child will be hero like this, he will be like this, like this..." That are described in the Bhägavatam. And it was also said at that time that "This child will die, being cursed by a brähmaëa." That was also foretold. It is still, such kind of astrology there in India. They will speak what you were in your last birth and what you are now, and what you will be in your next birth. That is astrology. So still there are Bhågu-saàhitä. Anyone go, and you simply give them your exact time of birth, then they will make immediately horoscope, immediately. Still there is. As I told you that in my horoscope it was declared that after seventieth year, I shall go to foreign countries and I shall establish many temples. In my horoscope that is. Now I see it is coming practically. You see? So that is horoscope.

So these abhijäta-kovidäù, expert astrologers, whatever they predicted, everything was performed by Mahäräja Parékñit. Samädiçan vipra mahad-guëas tathä. So all the high qualities... Mahäräja Parékñit was in his childhood play, he was worshiping Rädhä-Kåñëa Deity. Childhood play. Just like our children, some of them they are worshiping Jagannätha. This is required. From the very childhood. Our Prahläda Mahäräja therefore says, kaumära äcaret präjïo dharmän bhägavatän iha, durlabhaà mänuñaà janma [SB 7.6.1]. Just like I began that this human form of life is the only opportunity to become free from this material entanglement, to become perfect. So it is the duty of the father, it is the duty of the guru, it is the duty of the king, government, to give all opportunities, that "No more birth. This is the last birth. Now you go back to home, back to Godhead." That is government. No more again coming as cats and dogs and trees. And if we do not do that, then again we enter into the cycle of birth and death. This is the risk.

So this civilization is so risky that people are not being given the real right that human being has the right to understand God and to make his relationship reestablished and go to home, back to Godhead, back to home. That is the real facility to the people. The program should be made like that, that the human life may not be missed. That is government. Therefore a mahä-bhägavata, a great devotee, advanced devotee, should be on the head of the executive function. That is the idea of Vedic civilization.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 5.5.1                         Johannesburg, October 20, 19

And as soon as I get a material body, immediately there are so many miserable condition. But I am... As spirit soul, part and parcel of God, I have nothing to do with all these things, but I have been forced to be working with these problems of life. This is human intelligence. Therefore he requires to live a saintly life. It is not possible, of course, that everyone should become saintly. That is not possible. Therefore in the Vedic civilization it is prescribed, varëäçrama-dharma. Varëäçrama-dharma. Varëa means four classification of the society, and äçrama means four division of spiritual life. The society, it is not meant for any particular nation or particular community. It is meant for the whole human society. Kåñëa says in the Bhagavad-gétä that cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. The human society should be divided into four groups. What is that? The first-class men. There are first-class, second-class, third-class, fourth-class men. We have got our experience. Not that everyone is equally intelligent. No. There is difference of classification or intelligence or genuineness. There are so many things, division. So here also you have got division, classification. That is natural.

So first-class, the first-class men, means they should be trained as brähmaëa, at least one class of men. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam [Bg. 4.13]. In order to realize the highest goal of life there must be division in the society and there must be division in spiritual life. The social life is divided into brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra. Brähmaëa means the most intelligent class of men, one who can understand God. That is brähmaëa. Brahma jänätéti brähmaëaù. First-class man means not first-class dress. First-class man means he has got full knowledge: jïänaà vijïänam ästikyaà brahma-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.42]. Full knowledge. He knows what is God. That is first-class man. So the second-class men means the kñatriyas, the administrators, the administrative class of men, because government men, they must be very sober to rule over the citizens. There are varieties of men, and, to regulate them so that the state may go on very peacefully, so this is dependent on the kñatriyas. And they must be prepared to fight to the enemies. Everything is described in the çästra, in the Bhagavad-gétä. Tejo çauryaà yuddhe cäpy apaläyanam. The administrator should be so brave that whenever there is war they must first of all come forward to fight so that soldiers and others may follow him. So they are second-class men, and they should be instructed by the first-class men. Then their activities will be nice.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.17                          Denver, June 30, 1975

So this science is unknown to the rascal civilization, how to utilize things for the best purpose. So in the Bhagavad-gétä you will find, kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. Vaiçyas... First-class men, brähmaëa; second-class men, the kñatriya; third-class men, the vaiçyas; and fourth-class men, all others, the worker class, çüdras. So the first-class men, the brähmaëa, they should give instruction, nice instruction, so that the whole human society will profit. By seeing the character of the brähmaëa, the behavior of the brähmaëa... Çamo damaù satyaà çaucaà titikñä kñäntir eva ca, jïänaà vijïänam. A brähmaëa is not, never recommended, a brähmaëa will make some trade or become a engineer. No. Çamo damas titikñä, these are the qualification, characteristics, of brähmaëa. And çästra says yasya yal lakñaëaà proktaà puàso varëäbhivyaïjakam, tat tenaiva vinirdiçet [SB 7.11.35]. When there is characteristics of a brähmaëa, then you should accept him as a brähmaëa. Not whimsically. Similarly, kñatriya, he must be very strong and chivalrous and never be go, I mean, fly away from battle. They should come forward when there is some battle, riot. They should give protection. They are kñatriyas. And vaiçya means... Now, the brähmaëas, they are not going to produce food or other things. They are simply for knowledge, giving the best knowledge to the human society. There is a need of brähmaëa. Everyone çüdra, simply working hard and because they are accusing, "Oh, you people are escaping..." What is escaping? We are giving the best knowledge to the human society.

So it is specially mentioned, kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam [Bg. 18.44]. The vaiçyas, food production means produce food grains, agricultural. By agriculture, you can. So much land is vacant all over the world. They are producing coffee. I have seen in Africa. Vast land is engaged in producing coffee. No food grain. So this is the defect of the civilization. They do not know how to live. Will man die without drinking coffee? No. That is not the fact. But man will die if they have no real food, anna, food grains. If you think that "I eat meat. I don't require food grains," but the cows, the animal eat food grains. So without food grain, how we can live? Therefore Kåñëa says in the Bhagavad-gétä, annäd bhavanti bhütäni [Bg. 3.14]. You produce food grains. Why you are producing so much unnecessary things—television and tools, and stool also, so many thing. Why? They are not necessary. Live in the village, produce your own food, your own cloth, and drink milk sufficiently—all economic questions solved. Then you become suçéla, well behaved. And if you go on killing animals and drinking wine and gambling, when you will be suçéla? You are always bad character.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.49 New Orleans Farm, August 1, 1975

…So in this paramparä system, this knowledge has come to your country, America. You are intelligent. You are prosperous. So take this knowledge seriously and at least distribute this knowledge properly for the benefit of your people. Otherwise the world is in very, very precarious condition, and although the human form of life is obtained for the success of life, they are being kept purposefully all ignorantly in darkness. So, na veda pürvam aparaà nañöa-janma-småtis tathä. Just like Bharata Mahäräja, he was a great devotee, but somehow or other, he was very much attached to one, a small deer. He had to accept the body of a deer. But he did not forget about his last birth. That is special prerogative for advanced devotees. Nature's law is that at the time of death, what you think, you get the body. That is nature's law. Yaà yaà väpi smaran bhävaà tyajaty ante kalevaram [Bg. 8.6], Kåñëa says. So we have to train up our bhäva, our thoughts. If we keep always in Kåñëa thoughts, then naturally at the time of death we may remember Kåñëa. That is success. Then immediately tyaktvä dehaà punar janma naiti mäm eti [Bg. 4.9]. Immediately you are transferred to the Kåñëaloka, and according to your desire, you become amongst the gopés or the cowherds boys or the cows and the calves. They are all equal. There is no... That is spiritual world. Here there is difference between the man, woman, cows, or trees, or flowers. No. In the spiritual world there is no such difference. The flower is also devotee, living. The flower wants to serve Kåñëa as flower. The calf wants to serve Kåñëa as calf. The gopés want to serve Kåñëa as gopé. They are all the same, but according to the varieties—yesterday I was speaking of the variety—varieties of desires to serve Kåñëa... So that is spiritual world. And material world? The same varieties are there, imitation, but everyone wants to satisfy sense gratification. There is no desire for serving Kåñëa. That is the difference between material world and the spiritual world. In the spiritual world all the varieties are there, and they are all spirit. There is no touch of matter. They are all conscious. When the flower is there in the hand of Kåñëa, in the lotus hand, he is conscious. He is enjoying that "I wanted to serve Kåñëa as flower; now I am enjoying." That is spiritual. They are all conscious. So in this way we shall keep ourself always Kåñëa conscious. Then, even though we fall down just like Bharata Mahäräja fell down, became... He lost one birth. He became too much attached to that animal. He forgot his daily routine work. And the description is there in the, I think, which canto? What?

Devotee: Fifth Canto.

Prabhupäda: Fifth Canto. He became always attached to that. Therefore the nature's punishment was that he had to accept the body of a deer. But he was conscious, not that nañöa-janma-småtiù. He did not forget what he was. He understood that "I was engaged in advancing in spiritual consciousness. Unnecessarily I became attached to this animal. Now I have got this animal body." So he was keeping himself always with the devotees. That was his advantage. Then the next life he again took birth in a brähmaëa family, and he remained just like a dull. He was very much afraid to mix with the society so that he may not be misled. Therefore his name was Jaòa Bharata. Jaòa means dull. People used to think him as the dull-headed fool. But he was conscious of his position. He kept himself like that. Then Rahügaëa, the King Rahügaëa, understood that "He is keeping himself as dull, but he is most intelligent, advanced in spiritual consciousness," and there was talk. And so, in next birth Bharata Mahäräja, Jaòa Bharata, got his salvation.

So we shall be very much cautious so that we do not forget our responsibility. Nañöa-janma-småtiù, it is not good. Nañöa-janma. We must be responsible that "We have got this birth," labdhvä su-durlabhaà bahu-sambhavänte, "after many, many births, after much suffering in so many species of life, one after another, one after an..." And unfortunately, the people are so dull-headed, they do not care for it. But this is the most important subject matter of life. So those who are devotees of Kåñëa, they should take charge, that "These rascals are suffering. Let them have some idea about Kåñëa." That is wanted. This is Kåñëa consciousness movement. So I am very glad that you are seriously interested, and Kåñëa is pleased upon you. And that you are sincerely trying, I can understand from these tulasé plants. Yes. This is the practical demonstration. Unless there is bhakti, this tulasé plant will not grow. We must be very much thankful to our Govinda däsé. She first of all cultivated the tulasé plant in Hawaii. And now our tulasé plants are distributed. So she has done a great service. I think I gave her the seeds, and she very nicely done it. Now everywhere we see tulasé plant. It is very pleasing. So the same thing—Deity worship and watering the tulasé plants, chanting sixteen rounds at least, and observing the rules and regulation, regulative principle... Then your life is successful. Don't neglect. Very seriously continue. And in this one life you are going back to home, back to Godhead. It is sure. I am not flattering you. Kåñëa says, man-manä bhava mad-bhakto mad-yäjé mäà namaskuru, mäm evaiñyasi asaàçayaù [Bg. 18.65]. Asaàçayaù, "Without any doubt, simply following these rules and regulation," mäm evaiñyasi, "you come back to Me."

So take these words of Kåñëa, guru-Kåñëa. The guru will also..., the same thing, what Kåñëa has said. And follow the principles. Your life is successful. Now, this place I see, although I have not seen all, is a nice place. And the gåhasthas may come here, have some small cottage, and grow your own food grains, vegetables, and have your cow's milk. Get nice foodstuff, save time. Why should you go in the city, hundred miles in car and again hundred miles come back and take unnecessary trouble? Stick to this spot and grow your own food, your own cloth, and live peacefully, save time, chant Hare Kåñëa. Very nice program. This is actual life. What is this nonsense life, big, big cities and always people busy? If he wants to see one friend, he has to go thirty miles. If he has to see a physician, he has to go fifty miles. If he has to go to work, another hundred miles. So what is this life? This is not life. Be satisfied. The devotee's life should be yävad artha-prayojanam. We require material necessities as much as it is required, no artificial life. That is spiritual life. Simply increasing artificial life, even for shaving, a big machine is required. What is this? Simply wasting time. Devil's workshop. Make life very simple.

 And simple living, high thinking, and always conscious to go back to home, back to Kåñëa. That is life. 

Not this life, that simply machine, machine, machine, machine. 

So if you show practical example 

that how you are living simple life and how you are advanced in Kåñëa consciousness, 

then people will learn from you. You American people, if you show example, people will try to follow you, and they will be happy. So I am very glad to see this farm. Develop it nicely, live peacefully, and chant Hare Kåñëa. Thank you very much.

Morning Walk                               April 23, 1974, Hyderabad

Akñayänanda: You said that everyone could become a brähmaëa, in your lecture, last night. But at the same time there must always be the legs of society.

Prabhupäda: Legs are already there. Everyone is now legs. So they can be promoted to become heads. What is the difficulty? Everyone is in the eighth class. Does it mean that he cannot pass MA examination? If he is trained up, he can pass M.A. exam...

Akñayänanda: But as long as there is material world, there will always be çüdras.

Prabhupäda: They are all çüdras. Not will be. All, everyone is çüdras. This movement is to promote the çüdras to the highest class, Vaiñëava, more than brähmaëa. This is Kåñëa consciousness movement. Everyone is rascal, çüdra. [break] ...çüdras should be elevated, elevated, but when even a çüdra is engaged in the service of the Lord, he becomes transcendental, above brähmaëa. [break]

Prabhupäda: Yes. They want to remain in degradation, and they will protest again. Therefore to save the degradation, this cätur-varëyam must be established. That I... The ideal class. People will follow, "Oh, here is the ideal class." So we are trying to make an ideal class of Kåñëa conscious people. And if you treat yourself as degraded, then who will care for you? You should remain an ideal class. People will follow gradually.

Mahäàsa: If a brähmaëa class is created, then automatically the kñatriyas and vaiçyas and çüdras will be changed.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes. The ideal, if you be ideal class, gradually they will take your advice, what to do. Then immediately the whole degradation will be finished.

Satsvarüpa: Why will they take advice? Will they actually be attracted to the virtues?

Prabhupäda: Yes, naturally. Just like people come to see me. Similarly, everyone comes.

Akñayänanda: Everyone is attracted to you, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So you should be such qualified that people will come to consult you, to take your advice, and... That is the way. [break] ...one after another. Just like if you are a qualified lawyer, when one has difficulty, he comes, consults you, what to do. If you are a qualified physician, then people will come to consult you. So you become qualified, ideal; people will come. Otherwise who will care for you? [break] ...principles. No illicit sex, no gambling, no meat-eating and chanting. These five things only, if you strictly remain on these principles, see how you are respectable. Immediately you'll be respected. Is it not?

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.13-14 Montreal, August 22, 1968

So fortunately, one of our students, he has taken a very large tract of land in West Virginia to develop a society like that, that simple life, eat simple things, grains, vegetables, fruits, milk, and save your time for advancing in Kåñëa consciousness. Don't be implicated in the ugra-karma. Modern civilization is implicated in ugra-karma—vast machinery, everything complicated. The government complicated, the society complicated, economics rule complicated, foreign exchange complicated. Everything has become complicated. So Narottama däsa Öhäkura has sung very nice song. Satsaìga chäri kainu asatye viläs, ei käraëe lägila more karma bandha-phäìsa. Because we have given up Kåñëa consciousness, therefore we have been entangled in the different varieties of material activities. Now we have to simplify it. The Kåñëa consciousness movement is to simplify, to save the valuable life, to save the time of valuable life. This human form of life is very valuable. Bahünäà janmanäm ante [Bg. 7.19]. After many, many births we have got this important life. So we have to save our time to utilize it for Kåñëa consciousness. That should... So far we have got this material body, we want to maintain it. The body and souls live together. That is all right. For that, Kåñëa has given every chance. Anywhere you sit down, you have got land and cow. 

You produce something and cow's milk. 

That is sufficient for maintenance. 

So let us try to make an attempt to organize a New Vrindaban scheme, 

and I shall request all my students to develop this idea 

and show a good example to this Western part of the world where people are always engaged in ugra-karma, asuric-karma. Things are becoming very implicated, complicated.

Çré Caitanya-caritämåta, Ädi-lélä 7.107-109                     San Francisco, February 15, 1967

You are not forbidden to enjoy. Just like we say that illicit sex relation not ordered, not allowed. You should take it because it is stated in the Bhagavad-gétä. Dharmäviruddho kämo 'smi aham: "The sex desire which is sanctioned by religion, that is I am." That is Kåñëa. Sex desire to fulfill—it does not mean that like cat, we are free. What is this freedom? That freedom has cats and dogs. They are so free that on the road they have sexual intercourse. You have not so much freedom. You have to find out a parlor, er, apartment. So do you want that is freedom? This is not freedom. This is, I mean to say, going to hell. This is not freedom. Therefore Vedic literatures enjoins that if you want sex life, then you become householder. You marry a nice girl, and then you have got very good responsibility. This, this concession, sex life, is allowed so that you have to serve the all others. That is the responsibility. Now there are four divisions of social order—brahmacäré, gåhastha, vänaprastha and sannyäsa. The brahmacäré does not, I mean to say, earn anything. They depend on the society. Sannyäsé—depend on the society. Vänaprastha—depend on the society. Only the householder who is living with wife and children, he has got the whole responsibility to provide these brahmacäré, vänaprastha and sannyäsa. You see. In India still, if a brahmacäré, if a sannyäsé goes to a householder, immediately offers something. So they do not want more, but they want little for their maintenance of this body and soul together. It is the duty of the householder. So unless one becomes responsible householder, how he'll execute his responsibility? If he thinks, "Oh, what is the use of keeping a cow when the milk is available in the market? Oh, sex life is so cheap. Why shall I take the responsibility of marrying?" This is going on. This is going on. Just like cats and dogs. So the cats and dogs cannot understand Vedänta philosophy. First condition. It is not meant for the cats and dogs. It is meant for human beings. So we should be human being first of all. Then we shall try to understand... Our life is so wretched that it is less than cats and dogs, and we try to understand Vedänta philosophy. It is not possible.

Nåsiàha-caturdaçé Lord Nåsiàhadeva's Appearance Day      

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.5.22-34        Los Angeles, May 27, 1972

So here... Teachers are generally brähmaëas. Not generally. To become teacher is the business of the brähmaëas. Brähmaëa means they have got six kinds of... Everyone must have livelihood. This material world is that you must work; otherwise you cannot get your livelihood. That is the law, whatever you may be. So the brähmaëas' means of livelihood, six things: paöhana päöhana yajana yäjana däna pratigraha. Paöhana means he must be a very learned scholar, study the Vedic literature, and must teach others also. That is brähmaëa's business. And in that way, whatever the disciples bring, that is his income. No salary, no contract, that "If you pay me hundred dollars or five hundred dollars weekly, then I can teach you." No. There is no such contract. Teaching is free. It is the business of a brähmaëa to give free education to everyone. Now, it is the... Just like in our institution, I am your teacher, but there is no such contract that you have to pay me. But you pay me more than anything. So paöhana päöhana, that is the means of livelihood of brähmaëa. And kñatriya, they are kings. They can levy tax of the citizens because they are giving protection from being hurt by others. Kñatriya means one who gives protection (to) a man being hurt by others. That is the real root meaning. Kñatriya. And vaiçya means they should, kåñi-gorakñya-väëijyam, they should engage themselves in producing foodstuff, foodgrains, kåñi, protect cows. Especially gorakñya. As the king is meant for giving protection to the man, similarly, a vaiçya is supposed to give protection to the cows, or they keep cows and produce milk products. They are vaiçya. And çüdra, simply service. So these are the different types of employment of different kinds of social order. And a king, the king has to see that everyone is employed. Not that hundreds of people are unemployed, and government has to give welfare, subsidy. Not like that. The king's duty is that everyone is independently earning his livelihood. That is king's duty.

Philosophy Discussions with Syamasundara                                 Sigmund Freud

Now the woman population is greater everywhere. So how to solve? As soon as there is woman population, they say, "Where is a man?" The (indistinct) desire (is) that every woman, every girl is trying to attract a man. But where is the man? And the man will take advantage, that "Milk is available on the market. What is the use of keeping a cow?" So they will decline to keep a cow, because milk is so cheap. So this is social desertion. And the more the man will become attached to woman, the woman population will increase. It is psychological. The whole world is increasing woman population. So therefore there is desire, especially in (indistinct).

Devotee: How is that?

Prabhupäda: The same principle—if milk is available in the market, what is the use of keeping a cow?

Devotee: How does that result in more women?

Prabhupäda: When you have more sex, then you have no power to beget a male child. When the man is less powerful, a girl is born. When the man is powerful, a boy is born. That is Vedic system. In our country, in (indistinct), there are fewer woman because there the men are very stout and strong. When there is discharge, if the man's discharge is larger, then there is a male child; if the woman's discharge is larger, then there is a female child. So when women will be very easily available, the men will be weak. So what will he beget? He will beget female child, because he has lost his power. Sometimes he becomes impotent. So many desertions. If you don't restrict sex life, there will be so many desertions. And that is happening-impotency, no marriage, woman population more. But they did not know how things are happening, how human psychology can be controlled. The perfect system is the Vedic system.

Çyämasundara: He says that all pleasures, all bodily pleasures have a sexual origin.

Prabhupäda: That we have already discussed, maithunädi. Ädi means in the beginning, sex impulse. That is already there.

Çyämasundara: Even he says satisfaction of the eating and sucking tendency.

Prabhupäda: That is maithunädi. The central point is sex. Yan maithunädi-gåhamedhi-sukhaà hi tuccham [SB 7.9.45].

Çyämasundara: He says that after a period of childhood indulgence in these sexual appetites, he begins to learn that by giving up satisfaction he can please and influence others so as to gain more adult favors, just like (indistinct) and (indistinct) you were talking about. So the pleasure principle becomes replaced by the reality principle.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is stated in Bhagavad-gétä, (indistinct). If your consciousness is changed, if you become Kåñëa conscious, then there is a verse by Yamunäcärya, he says,

yad-avadhi mama cetaù kåñëa-pädäravinde nava-nava-rasa-dhämany udyataà rantum äsét

tad-avadhi bata näré-saìgame smaryamäne bhavati mukha-vikäraù suñöhu niñöhévanaà ca 

(indistinct), he was emperor. So he said, "Since I am taking pleasure in the service of Lord Kåñëa, nava-nava-rasa-dhämany udyataà rantum äsét, since I have engaged my life to enjoy the transcendental bliss by serving the lotus feet of Lord Kåñëa, yad-avadhi mama cetaù kåñëa-pädäravinde. (indistinct), "I  am getting newer and newer pleasures. And because," he said, "and at that time when I think of sex pleasure," bhavati mukha-vikäraù suñöhu niñöhévanaà ca. He was king. He had under his command (indistinct), but he said, "when I think of that sex pleasure, my mouth becomes deformed and I spit." That is Kåñëa consciousness. (indistinct)

Devotee: Freud would analyze that as...

Prabhupäda: Why nonsense Freud would analyze it? He is not Kåñëa. What does he know? What rascal (indistinct). He is a big man among the rascals. A big rascal, that is all. He is a rascal, but a big rascal, that's all.

Çyämasundara: What is the purpose of discussing him?

Prabhupäda: Just to prove that he is a big rascal. He may be a very big man amongst the other rascals, small rascals. Jéva Gosvämé—this is Jéva Gosvämé's language. I think I have mentioned somewhere in my Bhägavata, (indistinct), big rascal, that is all. The analysis of (indistinct), how can we approach that with little knowledge? What improvement has (indistinct); after his philosophy in the Western countries? He has degraded more.

Devotee: He has put their attention more on sex.

Prabhupäda: That's all. What actual benefit is derived from him?

Çyämasundara: He has made the impression that all of our troubles are due to frustrated sex life in our childhood, and that by analyzing these activities of childhood we can rectify our situation.

Prabhupäda: That is (indistinct).

Devotee: That is why young boys and girls have increased sex life.

Prabhupäda: They are becoming hippies. What benefit is there? He has degraded the whole nation.

Çyämasundara: I think we have many clothes out on the line.

Devotee: I don't think that in this discussion that we can convince in any way the (indistinct). I think the invalid aspects of Freud (indistinct) called irrational.

Prabhupäda: (indistinct)

Çyämasundara: We have scientific reasons

Devotee: But there are aspects of Freud's philosophy and psychology which they feel have proven beneficial for mankind. So many cases of, say, someone is paralyzed and they can't find any direct physical reason why a person can't walk, and through analysis they are able to trace down that it is due to some repressed trauma, what they call trauma.

Prabhupäda: What is?

Çyämasundara: Shock.

Devotee: And therefore the person reacts on a physical level and they can't (indistinct) psychoanalyzing him and having him recall that event, then he is free...

Prabhupäda: Therefore our prescription is that in the beginning of life, teach him brahmäcärya restraint, and when he is grown up, he is above twenty, get him married. In the beginning he will learn how to restrain. If you teach your child to become saintly, he retains his semina, his brain becomes strong, he can understand things, because wasting your semina means less intelligence. So from the beginning, if he is brahmacäré, if he stops misuse of semina, then he becomes intelligent and strong and fully grown. For want of education, everything is being stunted-brain, bodily growth, and everything. So after he is trained as a brahmacäré, if he thinks that still he will have sex enjoyment, all right, he can be married. But because he will  have strength of body and brain, he will beget a child, immediately there will be male child. This is practical remedy. And because he has been trained from boyhood to renounce this material way of enjoyment, when he is fifty years old, naturally his first-born child must be twenty-five years old, so he can retire from sex life. (indistinct), because household life means a license for sex life. That is all. It is not required. But one who cannot restrain, he is given a license, "All right, you have sex life by marriage," as I explained in the beginning. So that is real program. That will save the society. Not by (indistinct) or some (indistinct) and this and that. They cannot find out the root disease. But if you give him all indulgence, then he will study the (indistinct). You should take information from the standard knowledge. That's what we have discussed (indistinct) sex impulse is already there. So from the very beginning you have to restrain. Otherwise you will be implicated.

                                                                 John Locke
Hayagréva: And Locke argues on behalf of private property given to man by God. That is to say a man may have a certain stewardship over a certain amount of property. Is this in compliance with the Éçopaniñadic version?

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes. Tena tyaktena bhuïjéthä: [Éço mantra 1] everything belongs to God. Just like the father has got many sons and the father is the proprietor of the house. He gives one son, "This is your room," the other son, "This is your room." So the obedient son is satisfied what the father allows to him. Others, those who are not obedient, they want to disturb other brother  that "This room also belongs to me." That creates chaos and confusion in the world. The United Nations, they have created a society for unity of the nations, but actually that is not unity. That is another way of encroaching upon others' property. Therefore there is no peace, unless they accept God is the Supreme proprietor. And we must be satisfied with the allotment God has given to us. Then there is no trouble. But the trouble is that we are not satisfied with the allotment given to us. That allotment can be understood by language or similar culture. So why one should encroach upon others' property which is allotted by God? That creates disturbance. So this so-called modern civilized man, first of all they create disturbances, and then they want to make some adjustment. Of course, for the good of a certain people, if somebody encroaches... But they do not know what is good. They encroach upon others' property for their personal sense gratification. Otherwise, if for the good of the local people somebody, some (indistinct), just like the Aryans, they conquered over many islands or places, but that was for the good of them. Just like the Päëòavas, they also ruled over, but the Päëòavas were God conscious devotees and they made everyone enlightened in God consciousness. That kind of encroachment. Just like Lord Rämacandra went to Ceylon, or Lanka, and conquered over it, because Rävaëa was a demon. So He conquered, Lord Rämacandra conquered over the property of Rävaëa, and gave it to Vibhéñaëa, but He did not take anything. Just like Kåñëa conducted, managed this Kurukñetra war personally, but the kingdom was given to Yudhiñöhira. He did not encroach. So this kind of encroachment is all right, that everyone should be Kåñëa conscious, everyone should be highly elevated in spiritual life. For spreading this civilization, encroaching on others' property is quite fit. But if one encroaches upon others' property for self-aggrandizement, for stealing for his own sense gratification, that is sinful.

Bhagavad-gétä 1.12 London, July 13, 1973

They are described in the Bhagavad-gétä, brähmaëa qualification, kñatriya qualification, vaiçya qualification, çüdra qualification. So... Very nice arrangement, Vedic civilization. Everyone is guided by the superior. The brähmaëa guides the kñatriyas, the kñatriya guides the vaiçyas, and the vaiçya employs the çüdras. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. In this way, four divisions of brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, they manage the whole society so nicely. The kñatriyas, as the kñatriya's business was to give protection to the citizens, similarly, vaiçya's duty was to give protection to the animals. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44].

Vaiçya, they should engage themselves in agricultural production and giving protection to the cows, especially mentioned, go-rakñya. Go-rakñya, cow protection, is one of the items of state affairs. And now there is no cow protection. Poor cows, they deliver milk, and later on they become slaughtered. How much sinful the modern society is, and they still want peace and prosperity. That is not possible. The society must be divided—brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra—and they must execute their proper duty. And the vaiçyas, they should give protection to the cows. And the çüdras, they should work under the direction of the higher three divisions. In this way there will be nice management.
Then, as it is stated during the reign of Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, kämaà vavarña parjanyaù [SB 1.10.4]. Then nature also will help. If you keep things all right, according to the direction, then nature also will help you. Nature will give you sufficient foodstuff. Vavarña parjanyaù, kämam. Whatever the necessities of life, it will be supplied by nature simply by proper pouring of water, våñöi. Actually, now the whole world is suffering for drought. There is scarcity of rain. And if the rain is stopped for one or two years more, there will be havoc. It is already there, havoc. In India there is famine, because they are more, mostly agriculturists. So there is famine. In other countries they have got industries. But India is not so industrially advanced. So without water, nothing can be produced.

Therefore during Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira's time, kämaà vavarña parjanyaù [SB 1.10.4]. Yajïäd bhavati parjanyaù [Bg. 3.14]. If you want sufficient water, then you must perform yajïa. These are the indications, direction of the Vedic wisdom. So at the present moment no other yajïa is possible. The only yajïa, saìkértana-yajïa, is possible. Yajïaiù saìkértana-präyair yajanti hi su-medhasaù [SB 11.5.32]. So if this Kåñëa consciousness movement is taken seriously all over the world and they perform saìkértana-yajïa, everything will be adjusted immediately. Everything. But these rascals will not take it. They will suffer. Otherwise all directions are there. People have to take the advantage of direction, perfect direction, without any mistake, and they will be happy. So we are trying to introduce this Kåñëa consciousness movement so that people may come to their senses, take advantage of it and be happy. Thank you very much. Hare Kåñëa. (end)

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.16.21             Hawaii, January 17, 1974

That is questioned in the next part, brahma-kule kukarma, kukarmaëy abrahmaëye räja-kule. Brahma-kule. The brähmaëas should be protected, but if there are, even in the brähmaëa family, who are addicted to these sinful activities, that is also becomes a concern. Similarly, if the royal family, or the ruling class of men, they do not respect the brahminical culture, that is also a subject matter of concern.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.1.2-5              Montreal, October 23, 1968

Prabhupäda: We are not concerned with government. We say there is no kñatriya, there is no government. At the present moment, anyone who has got some artificial power, he is government. That's all. 

You get some way or other a little vote, and you become government. So government does not mean that. Government is another. Because there is no kñatriya, and where is government? They are thinking... Government means they should be always thinking how the citizens should be peaceful and happy and spiritually advanced. That is government. And who is caring for the citizens? They are simply exacting tax. That's all. So actually, in the Kali-yuga, because there is no kñatriya, where is the government? Çüdra government is no government. Çüdra has no right to govern, but by force they are governing. That's all. "Might is right."

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.34-35         Våndävana, September 28, 1976

So bhagavän ambujekñaëaù. Although He's angry, although He's the Supreme Lord, Bhagavän... He's not so-called nonviolent. How nonviolent? Nonviolent or violent. Violence is also one of the qualifications of God. Especially in political matters, when the kñatriyas are dealing, there is always violence. Without violence, kñatriya has no meaning. Kñat, kñat means injury. Träyate. Kñatriya's duty is to save the citizen from being injured by others. That is kñatriya. Even an animal. Animal..., just like this Kali was trying to kill cow. Mahäräja Parékñit was on his tour. He saw that a black man was trying to kill a cow. So immediately he took his sword, "Who are you, rascal? You are trying to kill a cow in my kingdom?" That is kñatriya's duty. Kñatriya's duty is to give protection from injury for the safety of the citizen. The citizen must feel safety, that "We have got such a nice king. There is no fear of anything." It is said in the Bhägavatam there was no anxiety. The citizens should feel so much safe, that "We have such a nice king that we have no danger at all. Not being injured, not our property being stolen or injustice given." That is the real government—when the citizens will feel completely safe. That requires kñatriya. Not these cämära, bhangis, and çüdras voted and become the president and minister. That will not be successful. That is not possible. There must be trained-up kñatriyas, then there will be good government. Trained.

They should be trained means they should be advised by the brähmaëas. Therefore four divisions required. The brähmaëas have no interest or they have no time. Even a brähmaëa is made king... It is not his business. He may do it for some time, temporarily. Just like Viçvämitra also did. But it is not his business. The brähmaëa should give advice to the ministers or the legislators. They should be all qualified brähmaëas, not paid man. Paid man has nothing to do... Even during the time of Mahäräja Candragupta, emperor, he had a brähmaëa minister, prime minister, Cäëakya Paëòita. He was not taking a single farthing as salary. When once explanation was called for from Cäëakya Paëòita by Candragupta, immediately he resigned. "You cannot call any explanation. Then I resign." And he was living in a cottage, not that palatial building. He was living in a cottage. That was the system. Brähmaëa lived very humbly. He was not poor. Not that they are poor men. They were so rich that when Viçvämitra approached Mahäräja Daçaratha, immediately he vacated his seat and welcomed, "Sir, sit down here." So respectful. This is Vedic culture. The brähmaëas would not accept any comfort, but the kñatriyas would be very, very glad to give all comforts to the brähmaëas. In our çästra, brähmaëa-bhojana, it is recommended that brähmaëas should be invited to take prasäda. Now they have manufactured daridra-bhojana or daridra-näräyaëa-bhojana. They have made daridra-näräyaëa. But that is not Vedic culture. Vedic culture is to find out qualified brähmaëa, sages, sannyäsés. They would refuse, but still they'll fall down, "Please come, take some prasäda." This is Vedic culture. Brähmaëa's position is very, very exalted. Now, since after the battle of Kurukñetra, they have become brahma-bandhus. The example is here, brahma-bandhu.

So we should not become brahma-bandhu. We should become actually brähmaëa. And brahma jänäti iti brähmaëaù. One who knows Brahman, he is brähmaëa. And one who knows Parabrahman, he is Vaiñëava. Brahman and Parabrahman. So Kåñëa is Parabrahman. In the Bhagavad-gétä it is said, paraà brahma paraà dhäma pavitraà paramaà bhavän puruñaà çäçvataà divyam [Bg. 10.12]. So to realize Brahman realization... That is also spiritual. That is not material. Ahaà brahmäsmi. That is spiritual. But that is the first appreciation of the Absolute Truth. That is not complete appreciation or complete knowledge. Complete knowledge is when one understands the paraà brahma. That is complete understanding. Not simply Brahman: Brahman, Paramätmä, and Bhagavän. Brahmeti paramätmeti bhagavän iti çabdyate. The Absolute Truth, vadanti tat tattva-vidas tattvam [SB 1.2.11]. Tattvam means Absolute Truth. What is that Absolute? Advaya-jïänam. One. Brahman, Paramätmä and Bhagavän. They are not different. Advayam, the same Absolute. But it is due to my position, angle of vision, He's realized in three different features—Brahman, Paramätmä and Bhagavän. That one tattva-vastu, Absolute Truth. So to understand even Brahman, one requires to become brähmaëa. Brahma jänäti iti brähmaëaù. Brahman, understands Brahman, that is the first step. Then you have to make further progress. 

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 5.5.1 Bombay, December 25, 1976

Therefore Åñabhadeva says here that tapo divyaà putrakä yena sattvaà çuddhyed [SB 5.5.1]. This human life is not meant for, I mean to say, spoiling by working hard like the animals, as we have said that, kañöän kämän. Kañöän kämän. We require something, some because we have got this body. Very easy solution is given by Lord Kåñëa: annäd bhavanti bhütäni [Bg. 3.14]. You produce foodgrains. Why you are going to produce tools and implements and... Of course, we do not condemn. But at the sacrifice of producing foodgrains, we simply open big, big tire factory. When I go to Delhi I see, from Våndävana, hundreds and thousands persons are coming from the village on cycle to go to the tire factory, Goodyear tire factory. So now eat tire instead of getting food grains. So this is misdirected civilization. Kåñëa does not say that you produce tire tube. Kåñëa says annäd bhavanti bhütäni: "You produce anna." This is practical solution. We have therefore started in Europe and America farming. And they are very happy. In our latest Back to Godhead the description is published about our farm in France. We have got a very palatial building. We have named it New Mäyäpur. What is the place?

Hari-çauri: Chateau d'Oublaise.

Prabhupäda: I cannot pronounce this French word. So anyway, our men, there are about three hundred men living there. Last time, four months, five months before I was there. It is very very nice place. We are getting our own fruits, own vegetables fresh, and we are getting fresh wheat and milk. It is so happy life.

So government is also advertising "Go to the village." Actually that is life. Go to the village. Mahatma Gandhi also wanted to organize this life, but unfortunately you have changed. Now we have got place in Hyderabad about six hundred acres of land. We are also trying here. We have already done in Mäyäpur. We are producing our own food, our own cloth, own milk, and we are chanting Hare Kåñëa. This is the simplest life. This life is meant for not working like hogs and dogs. That is the instruction. Nayaà deho deha-bhäjäà nåloke kañöän kämän arhate viò-bhujäà ye [SB 5.5.1].

Morning Walk                                              March 15, 1974, Våndävana

The first duty of government is to see that everyone is happy, without any anxiety. These preliminary necessities of life, ähära-nidra-bhaya-maithunam, there must be sufficient arrangement for these preliminary necessities of life. One must eat sumptuously. Not over-eating, indulgence. No. But he must have sufficient food to keep up the health. Similarly, he must have place to sleep. We, we are prepared to offer everything. And be Kåñëa conscious. This is our mission. Not by eating and sleeping, become rogues and thieves and rascals. That we will not allow. That is varëäçrama-dharma.

R. C. with Mr. & Mrs. Wax, Writer and Editing Manager of Playboy Magazine    July 5, 1975, Chicago

Prabhupäda: It has to be. If you don't, then you must suffer with all these criminals. That is natural. Just like in your body there is head, and there is arm, and there is belly, and there is leg. The head is the most important part. Why? Why not all legs? Why there are different divisions? Similarly, in the human society, if we want to make it perfect, there must be head, there must be arm, there must be belly, there must be legs. So leg can walk, but leg cannot do the work of brain. So at the present moment we have got all walking men, no brain. Therefore the society is in chaotic condition. There is no brain in the society. That is the defect of modern civilization. In the Bhagavad-gétä it is stated, cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. According to quality and work, there are four divisions. (aside:) You can push it back. Four divisions. So similarly, four divisions must be there: a group of men, first-class; a group of men, administrators; a group of men, food producer; and a group of men, general worker. So the brain is the chief. If your body... There are other parts, but if your head is cut off, then what is the use of other parts? If your hand is cut off, you can live. If your leg is cut off, you can live. But if your head is cut off, then finished. So that is lacking in the present society, no brain how to guide, so that whole human... If the brain is there, then it can guide. It can ask the hand to work in a certain way, the leg to work in certain way, to eat in a certain way. Then the health of the whole body will be quite competent. But if there is no brain, then everything... Just like a man becomes mad when the brain is not working….()

Mrs. Wax: I realize that we're all considered spirit souls. But can a woman be first-class if she...

Prabhupäda: Anyone can become first-class. Woman can become first-class if she is chaste and very much attached to husband. And if the husband is first-class, she becomes first-class. Because woman's duty is to follow husband. So if the husband is first-class, the wife is first-class, if she sticks to the husband.

So in this way, either of these three, sufferings going on. But those who are sleeping, they cannot understand that this is suffering. Just like animals. They cannot understand. That is sleeping stage. And when one is awakened, he will think "I don't want all these sufferings. Why they are imposed upon me? How I can avoid?" That is intelligence. So human being, unless he comes to this platform of intelligence, he is animal. The animal cannot do any remedy. You take one animal to the slaughterhouse. He cannot do anything. So sleeping means to remain in ignorance. And awakened stage means in knowledge. So intelligence means one must have knowledge. That is intelligence. So this division—brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra—means the highest intelligent class man is called brähmaëa. He knows. He's in knowledge. Brahma-bhütaù prasannätmä na çocati na käìkñati [Bg. 18.54]. Next intelligent, less, is the kñatriyas. Next, the vaiçyas. And the çüdras, they are like, almost like animals. They have no independence. Just like animal has no independence. A dog, without a master, he cannot live. His life is very precarious. So at the present moment, however one qualified may be, unless he gets a good job, he's just like a dog, a street dog. He may be very highly qualified, technologically, but if he does not get a job, then he's useless. He'll go. "Sir, can you give me any job?" "No vacancies." A dog like. Just like dog goes, moves the tail, "Can you give me some food." Somebody gives him, "Eh! Hut!" This is the position. Therefore in this age kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. In Kali-yuga, there is no brähmaëa, no kñatriya. There are some vaiçyas. And all çüdras. Because they cannot live without being engaged by somebody else. And the whole civilization is going on, big, big factories, big, big... What is that? Çüdras. They are creating çüdras. "People should be dependent." Unless you work... Therefore people are going fifty miles away, going... I have seen in New York. People are coming from the other side... What is that?

Haàsadüta: Connecticut

Prabhupäda: No, no. Staten Island?

Haàsadüta: Staten Island.

Prabhupäda: Crossing by ferry, one hour. Then waiting for bus, another hour. Then going to the office. Then after office, they're coming back. Again going. Whole day, they're dependent on everything. That is the condition in New York. It is to be supposed: the most advanced city. The same thing is everywhere. People are becoming dependent, çüdra, just like dogs. A dog, unless he gets a nice master, he's not happy. So at the present moment, all the population, just like the cats and dogs, they're dependent. They are not intelligent. Intelligence means he must be independent. That is intelligence. And people are struggling for independence. That is their motive. Everyone is struggling hard for independence. Because that is the culmination of intelligence. So our problem is that we do not know what we are. Neither we know how to get out of the miserable condition of life. Therefore we have no intelligence. We are like cats and dogs. This is the conclusion. What do you think? Am I right or wrong?

Guest (1): I couldn't follow you.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Guest (1): I haven't followed you.

Prabhupäda: No, what is your opinion, my description of intelligence and not, no intelligence?

Guest (1): I think you're right.

Prabhupäda: Thank you. (laughter)

Guest (1): But you know, my thoughts must be really not worth very much.

Prabhupäda: But we can give intelligence by which he can become independent. This is Kåñëa consciousness movement.

Guest (1): How can we in a money-orientated world?

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Haàsadüta: How can we become intelligent or independent?

Guest (1): In a money-orientated world?

Prabhupäda: Well, money you can get. That money does not mean independence.

Guest (1): No, I know.

Prabhupäda: They are, while working, they're getting money, but they're not independent.

Guest (1): No, I understand that.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So without money, if you become independent, that is intelligence.

Çrutakérti: That was her question.

Prabhupäda: Ah. That, if you can get Kåñëa, you'll...

Guest (1): But how do you, what I mean is how do you, how can you...

Prabhupäda: That "how to," that we shall teach, as we are teaching others. In the Bhagavad-gétä it is stated,

yaà labdhvä cäparaà läbhaà manyate nädhikaà tataù yasmin sthito na duùkhena guruëäpi vicälyate

 [Bg. 6.20-23]

Yaà labdhvä. You get something, which getting, you will be satisfied: "I don't want anything more." That is highest gain. Yaà labdhvä cäparaà läbhaà manyate nädhikaà tataù. Cäparam. Another kind of benefit is not required. So yasmin sthitaù. If we remain in that position, then even there is hardest difficulty of life, he'll not be disturbed. (pause) Where is Paëòitjé?

Prabhupäda: (Hindi for some time, a few English words) [break] (Hindi for some time) [break] When the destiny of the people are to be controlled, there must be very, very intelligent man. That is Vedic civilization. There is standard aims and objects on which the people should be trained up. That is varëäçrama-dharma. Viñëur ärädhanam. Worshiping Viñëu. This is the ultimate aim. So the whole society is divided into brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, and brahmacäré, gåhastha, vänaprastha, sannyäsa—departmental—and they are trained up. But the aim is viñëur ärädhanam. But they have no idea at the present moment. Viñëur ärädhanam, he has no knowledge. But the civilization begins on this point. Human being means he's meant for viñëur ärädhanam. Otherwise what is the difference between dogs and human beings? The western people, they do not know. They simply think that dog lies down on the floor, on the road... "We have got nice, best apartment. Therefore we are civilized." So that is their defect. They are trying to improve the condition of sleeping, eating. That's all. That is advancement of civilization. But that is not advancement of civilization. Advancement of civilization means to understand Viñëu, how to please Him, how to go back to Him, go to the spiritual world. This is advancement of civilization. Yad gatvä na nivartante tad dhäma paramaà mama [Bg. 15.6]. They do not know all these things. Therefore they have been described as çva-viò-varähoñöra-kharaiù saàstutaù puruñaù paçuù [SB 2.3.19]. All these men are exactly like dogs, hogs, camel and asses. So by their vote, by the votes of dogs, hogs, camel and asses, another big ass, big dog, will be on the government. So what does he know, how to govern? Do you think if you make a dog king, it will be good government. Or a camel king, it will be good government? So it is happening so. The dogs, hogs, camels and asses, they are voting. Another big camel, another big dog is on the governmental head. How can you expect good government? After all, he's a dog, hog and camel. How can you expect good government from him? Instead of a petty dog, if you enthrone a very big dog... What is the big dog? Does it mean the condition will improve? That is the position now. Just like what is this Nixon? He's a big dog. That's all. And therefore now people are accusing him. What is the condition now?

Satsvarüpa: It's just dragging, dragging on. Now he's become sick. He's ill. He's in the hospital.

Prabhupäda: He must be. So many attacks. How he can tolerate. He's in the post. This is happening.

Kåñëa-bhäminé: This idea of democracy came at a time in French history called the Period of Enlightenment, and it was introduced by...

Prabhupäda: Hm? Democracy?

Haàsadüta: Democracy was first introduced in an age which they call the Age of Enlightenment in French history.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Kåñëa-bhäminé: The idea was that everyone should be pleased, that everyone should take...

Prabhupäda: No, where is the... In France, everyone is pleased? That is the imagination. You see. Vox populi, peoples' government. People, generally, general people, they are fools and rascals. How a government of fools and rascals can improve? It's not possible. They're ignorant. Abodha-jäta. They have no knowledge. The knowledge of eating, sleeping, mating, defending, that is animal knowledge. Everyone knows it. How to eat, nobody requires any education. How to sleep, nobody requires and any education. How to have sex life, nobody requires any education. How to defend, nobody requires education. They are not subject matter of education. Everyone knows it, how to do it. The modern education means they are on this subject matter. Just like that rascal, Freud?

Haàsadüta: Freud.

Prabhupäda: He has written a big philosophy on sex life. Does it require any education? Anyone knows how to use sex life. And he has written big book. Similarly, defense also: they are making big, big arrangements, atomic bomb. I am making atomic bomb, you are making... Similarly, sleeping: big, big skyscraper building; eating: start thousands of slaughterhouse. Formerly also there were meat-eaters. But did they maintain slaughterhouse? "All right, I want to eat meat. Just go in the forest. Kill one animal. That's all. Pick it up." So this advancement of civilization means advancement of slaughterhouse, advancement of skyscraper building, advancement of atom bomb, advancement of Freud philosophy. This is advancement. The subject matter is the same, which does not require any education. Nobody requires education on this subject matter. Even the birds and beasts, they know what is their eatable. And they eat and they live. Now the advancement... Agricultural institute, a big college, how to improve agriculture. Crude people, they are producing also. Without agricultural college, they are producing sufficiently grain and eating. Still they do so. Do they depend on agricultural education? Real education is how to solve the problems of life, birth, death, old age, and how to go back to home, back to... That is education. This is not education. This is simply waste of time. Because you cannot change your destiny. Now, take for example, there are so many agricultural improvements. Does it mean that there is no person who is needy? There are so many needy persons. But has the agricultural education improved their lot? No. Starving people are still there. Rather, those who can produce, they're producing and throwing into the sea. They'll not part with it for the poor men who are starving. Then where is the advancement of education? You produce more by advanced agricultural process and then throw it into the ocean. Real purpose was to produce more to see that nobody's hungry. That is not being done. There is no sympathy. This is not civilization. This is a hodge-podge. Simply wasting labor. That's all. Now here, the Parliament, now what is the use of Parliament? They have lost their empire. What is the use of Parliament? Formerly they had to rule all over the world. So representative, Parliament... Now they have got... What they have got? But still they have got the Parliament, the bodyguard, the King, Queen. Show only. Without Kåñëa consciousness, this so-called advancement of civilization has no meaning. Simply waste of time.

tasyaiva hetoù prayateta kovido na labhyate yad bhramatäm upary adhaù 

tal labhyate duùkhavad anyataù sukhaà kälena sarvatra gabhéra-raàhasä  [SB 1.5.18]

Everything is explained in Çrémad Bhägavatam. I can stop. (end)

Conversation at Airport October 26, 1973, Bombay

Prabhupäda: So our Kåñëa consciousness movement is to educate people to understand the value of life. The modern system of education and civilization is so degraded that people have forgotten the value of life. Generally, in this material world everyone is forgetful of the value of life, but the human form of life is a chance to awaken the importance of life. In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam it is stated, paräbhavas tävad abodha-jäto yävan na jijïäsata ätma-tattvam. So long one is not awakened to the consciousness of self-realization, the foolish living entity, whatever he is doing is defeat for him. This defeat is going on in the lower species of life because they cannot understand what is the value of life. Their consciousness is not advanced. But even in the human form of life, the same defeat prolongs, that is not very good civilization. That is almost animal civilization. Ähära-nidrä-bhaya-maithunaà ca samänyä etat paçubhir naräëäm. If people are simply engaged in the four principles of bodily demands-eating, sleeping, mating and defending—that is visible in animal life also, so that is not very advancement of civilization. So our attempt Kåñëa consciousness movement is to educate people to come to the responsibility of human life. This is our Vedic civilization. The problem of life is not the difficulties for a few years of this duration of life. The real problem of life is how to solve the repetition of birth, death, old age and disease. That is the instruction in the Bhagavad-gétä. Janma-måtyu-jarä-vyädhi-duùkha-doñänudarçanam [Bg. 13.9]. People are embarrassed with so many problems of life, but the real problem of life is how to stop birth, death, old age and disease. So people are callous. They have become so dull-headed that they do not understand the problem of life. Long, long ago when Viçvämitra Muni saw Mahäräja Daçaratha, so Mahäräja Daçaratha inquired from the Viçvämitra Muni, aihistaà yat taà punar janma jayaya (?): "My dear sir, the attempt that you are trying to conquer over death, how that business is going on nicely? Is there any interruption?" So this is our Vedic civilization, how to conquer over birth, death, old age and disease. 

Conversation at Airport                             October 26, 1973, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Oh yes. Kämaà vavarña parjanyaù [SB 1.10.4]. During Mahäräja Parékñit's time, one black man was attempting to kill a cow. Immediately the king wanted to kill him, immediately: "Oh, who are you?" It is the duty of the vaiçyas. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam vaiçya-karma-svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. It is the duty of the vaiçyas to protect the cows, to increase agricultural activities and trade. But they are now interested in producing electronic parts. No go-rakñya, no väëijyam, no food production. Cheap profit, and for eating, let there be slaughterhouse and eat meat. And to digest meat, you drink wine. This is being taught. So you create the situation and when you suffer, then why should we lament? We have created this situation, godless civilization, do not follow the direction of the çästras. When we follow, what is that kämam?

Pradyumna: 

kämaà vavarña parjanyaù sarva-käma-dughä mahé siñicuù sma vrajän gävaù payasodhasvatér mudä

 [SB 1.10.4]

Prabhupäda: Yes. Kämaà vavarña parjanyaù. So if there is regular rainfall, then you get all necessities of life. And the cows were so happy that the milk bag was so full that the pasturing ground became muddy with milk. They were supplying so much milk. So arrangement should be made how you can get more milk and more foodgrains. Then the whole economic problem will be solved. But instead of getting more milk, they are slaughtering cows, innocent animals. So people have become demons, rascals, so they must suffer. There is no other way. (end)

S.B. 7.11 Summary
The principal occupations for a brähmaëa are worshiping the Deity, teaching others how to worship the Deity, studying the Vedic literatures, teaching the Vedic literatures, accepting charity from others and again giving charity to others. A brähmaëa should make his livelihood from these six occupational duties. The duty of a kñatriya is to give protection to the citizens and levy taxes upon them, but he is forbidden to tax the brähmaëas. The members of the Kåñëa consciousness movement should therefore be exempt from government taxation. Kñatriyas may tax everyone but the brähmaëas. Vaiçyas should cultivate the land, produce food grains and protect the cows, whereas the çüdras, who by quality never become brähmaëas, kñatriyas or vaiçyas, should serve the three higher classes and be satisfied. 
S.B.8.19.21. Purport

Therefore the Vedic culture or brahminical culture teaches one how to be satisfied with possessing the minimum necessities in life.

To teach this highest culture, varëäçrama-dharma is recommended. The aim of the varëäçrama divisions—brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, brahmacarya, gåhastha, vänaprastha and sannyäsa—is to train one to control the senses and be content with the bare necessities. Here Lord Vämanadeva, as an ideal brahmacäré, refuses Bali Mahäräja's offer to give Him anything He might want. He says that without contentment one could not be happy even if he possessed the property of the entire world or the entire universe. In human society, therefore, the brahminical culture, kñatriya culture and vaiçya culture must be maintained, and people must be taught how to be satisfied with only what they need. In modern civilization there is no such education; everyone tries to possess more and more, and everyone is dissatisfied and unhappy. The Kåñëa consciousness movement is therefore establishing various farms, especially in America, to show how to be happy and content with minimum necessities of life and to save time for self-realization, which one can very easily achieve by chanting the mahä-mantra—Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, Kåñëa Kåñëa, Hare Hare/ Hare Räma, Hare Räma, Räma Räma, Hare Hare  

Srila Prabhupada on 
Brahmana
Morning Walk                                  October 25, 1975, Mauritius

...the government accept you as guide, then everything will be all right.

Room Conversation about Harijanas              April 10, 1977, Bombay

Bhakti-caru: You told Professor Kotovsky that this caste system is existing everywhere, in every society in the world.

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes. In the body there is caste system. The head is the brähmaëa, the hand is the kñatriya, the belly is the vaiçya and the leg is the çüdra. Everything head, that will not help. There must be leg also. But it must be conducted under the guidance of the head. Then it is all right. If the head is not there and leg is utilized for jumping, that is monkey's business. The leg must work according to the dictation of the head. The hand must work according to the dictation of the head. "The caste system should be abolished." What is the caste system? There is no caste system. Everyone is çüdra…

Who is a brähmaëa now, qualified, except one or two in our camp? 
Room Conversation                             September 11, 1972, Arlington, Texas                                               

Prabhupäda: Brähmaëas means qualified brähmaëas. When you say engineer, that means qualified engineer, not born engineer. Engineer is not born. "Because his father is engineer, he is engineer." And what is this? You become engineer. Guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam. There must be qualification and work; otherwise what kind of brähmaëa?
Morning Walk At Cheviot Hills Golf Course                                May 13, 1973, Los Angeles

Paramahaàsa: After the 20th...During the Industrial Revolution in the western world....

Prabhupäda: The Industrial Revolution means revolution of the çüdras. That is Industrial Revolution. Increasing the number of çüdras. These scientists, they are also çüdras. Because they have no real knowledge. Brähmaëa means one who has got real knowledge. Brahma-jänätéti brähmaëaù. And this industrial development means technologists; they are çüdras.

Kåñëa-känté: But they have taken the position of brähmaëas in the society.

Prabhupäda: No, no. They are never as... They are always working. How they can take the position of the brähmaëa? Brähmaëa's position is to teach brähmaëa knowledge, brahma-jïäna. That is brähmaëa.

Paramahaàsa: Prior to the growth of technology...

Prabhupäda: Yes. No, there was technology. But not in such large scale. Village technology. There was a blacksmith. You want a knife. You take one piece of steel, and he will do it, phut phut phut phut, and he'll put in the fire, and everything do. And now you are manufacturing these cutleries, cutleries, in larger scale. So they are çüdras. Similarly any factory, it is a combination of çüdras. Kalau çüdra-sambhavaù: "In this age, all are çüdras." Only we are trying to become brähmaëa. Otherwise all çüdras. So therefore there is no adjustment. Just like if you have got only legs, no arms, no mouth, so what is this body?

Paramahaàsa: Corpse.

Prabhupäda: Corpse, yes. You require everything, full body. You require head, you require arms, you require belly, you require legs. But if you have got simply the belly and legs, then it is a dead body. It cannot work properly. The brain is lost; therefore they are mad after so much advancement of civilization. They are exactly like cats and dogs. As soon as you enter some country, dog, watchdog: "Wowf! Wowf! Why you have come? What is your position?" ("Where is your visa?"?) This is dog's business. This is dog's business. (laughter) And they have set up immigration department. But it is a dog's business, watchdog. I say it is watchdog's business. A first-class gentleman is being searched out pocket, whether you have got revolver. Cannot be trusted, all these educated rogues and thieves. So what is this advancement of civilization? It is civilization? No sober man, no intelligent man, all cats and dogs, thieves, rogues. Is that civilization? It is not civilization.

Paramahaàsa: The question I have, Prabhupäda is that before scientific advancement, many people would listen to, like, scriptural knowledge.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That means çüdras. That I have already said.

Paramahaàsa: But now they listen more to scientists.

Prabhupäda: That means çüdra. Çüdras are interested to hear from çüdra.

Prabhupäda: What is the value of vote by asses? According to Vedic civilization, there was democracy but that democracy is selected committee. Just like in England there was Privy Council. So selected body of learned brähmaëas and sages, they w ere guiding the king, and the king himself was properly educated how to rule over, under religious principles. He was trained from the beginning of his life as prince. As the future heir of the throne, he was trained, and at the same time, he was guided by a council of learned sages and brähmaëas. They were looking over the activities of the king. As soon as there was some mistake they will see. And there are instances; whenever there was a bad king they were dethroned. Not for political purpose. He was dethroned but his son was on the... Just like Lord Rämacandra did. Rämacandra killed Rävaëa but He never occupied the kingdom. His brother Vibhéñaëa proved to be faithful. He was enthroned. From the same family. And that was the system. Even a king was wrong, he would be dethroned but from his family, either his son or brother, or somebody would occupy there. Not that "Because I have conquered you, therefore I shall sit down." No. There are many instances. And therefore India was ruling all over the world. The emperor was in India, and the kings of different states, their family was. So there was no rebellion. And in every state a king was trained in the same process, guided by committee of learned brähmaëa and sages. How perfect this monarchy is.

Room Conversation                                June 11, 1974, Paris

Prabhupäda: No, no. They are not brähmaëas. Those who give education in exchange of money, they are not brähmaëas. Just like we are lecturing, educated, educating people. We don't say that "Give us salary." We simply ask them, "Please come." Therefore we are making food. I'll give you food. I'll give you good seat. Please come and hear. We are not asking money, that "First of all pay the fees. Then you come and learn Bhagavad-gétä." We never say so. So those, these so-called teachers, they first of all set up salary, "What salary you'll give me?" That is dog's business. That is not brähmaëa's business. Brähmaëa will never ask. Brähmaëa is eager to give lesson only. That's all. Brähmaëa is eager to see that people are educated. "Take free education and be educated. Be a human being." This is brähmaëa's business. I came here not to ask for any money. But I want to give lesson. This is brähmaëa's business.

Bhagavän: Today the priests are afraid to speak too strongly or else they will be fired and get no salary.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Bhagavän: Today the priests, they are afraid to speak.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Bhagavän: Or like the politicians, they are afraid to speak because they are afraid that they will be voted out or get no more money to support their...

Prabhupäda: Yes. They're after money. So they are less than çüdras. That is the cause that Christianity has fallen down, that they cannot speak straightly, or otherwise... It is straight commandment, "Thou shalt not kill." And because people are killing, they're... Now they are give man-to-man marriage, what to speak of other things. The priests, they are sermonizing this man-to-man marriage. Just see how degraded they have become. Whether any conception... At least, outside America, nobody knows that a man can be married with another man. What is this? And they're supporting it. You know that?

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.9.2                          Los Angeles, May 16, 1973

So this kñatriya, this Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, they also kñatriyas. So when they were going to see Bhéñmadeva, they were going there in royal style, with chariots, with horse, and decorated with golden ornaments and the brähmaëas, Vyäsadeva and other. All the kñatriyas, kings, would be always accompanied by hoards of brähmaëas. As soon as they required any instruction, immediately consult the brähmaëas, and they gave good advice: "Do like this." This is the business of the brähmaëa. And the kings, they would not do anything without consulting. Don't think that because there was monarchy, they were all autocrat. No. If the brähmaëas would not agree, then they won't do. The brähmaëa's community, all saintly persons and learned scholars, brähmaëas... There was a committee, and the king would take their advice how to manipulate the political affairs or administration, and they would consult standard books. Just like nowadays the rascals, every day they are changing some law.

Morning Walk                               April 12, 1974, Bombay

Giriräja: "...violent and they never claimed any false prestige. They were all bona fide brähmaëas, and there was no reason to think that their blessings would be useless."

Prabhupäda: (break) ...social divisions. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù. The other varëas, they would give simply to the brähmaëas charity. And the brähmaëas were so advanced that simply by their blessing, they will get all benefit. So there must be a class of men who can actually benefit simply by blessing and the society must maintain them. This is real society. And everyone is çüdra, engaged in technology--then what benefit you will get? Kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. There must be a brahminical class, a kñatriya class, a vaiçya class, a çüdra class. Not that all çüdras. Then what will be going on? That is the condition. Everyone is being educated as çüdra. Then what benefit you will get? That is the defect. Hare Kåñëa. (break) Therefore there must be a brahminical class.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.3.17                     Los Angeles, July 12, 1969

There are two kinds of feelings: painful or pleasure. And that is due to consciousness. And this consciousness is there in every body, but they are in degrees. That is, the consciousness in tree is very lower. Therefore if you cut a tree, it does not respond. It responds... According to modern science... Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, he has invented a machine that when you cut a tree or take out the fruit or the leaves or the branches, he feels, and that feeling is recorded in a machine. I do not know exactly the machine name, but there is a machine. It immediately...

So the consciousness is there in the trees also. But that has been known by the scientific apparatus, but according to our Vedic injunction, that is already mentioned in the çästras, that the trees have consciousness. They are also living entities. Don't say that they are without life. They have got life. And therefore the system is... Just like we pick up flowers from the trees for offering to Kåñëa, but the injunction is that after evening you should not touch the tree. The idea is that they are sleeping, don't disturb. So the consciousness of the trees are admitted in the Vedic literature. Similarly, the consciousness is developed from tree to worms, microbes, worms, germs—their consciousness is little more higher. Then birds, their consciousness is little more higher; then beasts, their consciousness is little more higher. This is development, gradual process of evolution. Gradual process of evolution means gradual process of developing the status, the state of consciousness. In this way the consciousness in human form of body is further developed, very nicely developed.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.22                           Chicago, July 6, 1975

So, so long we are in this material world, not in the spiritual world, still we have to live very honestly. Then there is hope for raising oneself to the spiritual platform. So here... Yesterday we have discussed, ajämilaù nämnä kaçcid dvijaù. Dvija, a brähmaëa. Dvija is not still brähmaëa. Dvija means he is initiated, dvija, means second birth. Saàskäräd bhaved dvijaù. By reformatory method one is initiated for the second time or second birth. Then he is educated by the Vedic literature. Just like we have got so many books. After initiation, one become bona fide student to study all these Vedic literatures. Then he become vipra. That is brahminical stage. Veda-päöhäd bhaved vipraù. And not only simply reading, but when he realizes what is Brahman, then he is brähmaëa. Not easy, the stages. Veda-päöhäd bhaved vipro brahma jänätéti brähmaëaù. This Brahman is impersonal Brahman, and still, you have to go above. When... Brahmeti paramätmeti bhagavän iti [SB 1.2.11]. In the beginning, Brahman realization, impersonal. Then, as you gradually increase, then Paramätmä realization. That is meditation. That is meditation. Dhyänävasthita-tad-gatena manasä paçyanti yaà yoginaù [SB 12.13.1]. The yogis, by meditation, they observe the Supreme Personality of Godhead Viñëu within the heart. That is yoga system perfection. And above that, there is personal realization, Bhagavän. So when you realize the Personality of Godhead, then you become a Vaiñëava. This is gradual steps.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.22                      Chicago, July 6, 1975

Therefore to create a first-class man, it requires great endeavor. It is not that you go to a school, colleges, and learn and smoke and do all nonsense, and you become elevated. It is a fourth-class, fifth-class... The modern educational system is producing not only fourth... Fourth class is also gentle, fifth-class, sixth-class. Fifth-class, sixth-class... The education means... What is the education? What is the symptom of education? That is described by Cäëakya Paëòita, mätåvat para-däreñu. The first educational symptom is that except one's own wife, any woman is mother. This is the first symptom of education. Mätåvat para-däreñu para-dravyeñu loñöravat. And other's property and money is just like garbage in the... Not very many years, say, about hundred years ago... You have heard the name, the Kashmir state. The Kashmir state was so strict, if somebody had stolen others' property and it is proved, the thief's hands will be cut off. Still, I think, in Arabia there is. This is a strict law. So if some golden ornament is lying on the street, out of this fear—and people were simple at the time—they will not touch. Exactly like garbage they will not touch. It was lying on the street. The law was that nobody should touch. If some golden ornament is there, the actual proprietor, he will come and pick it up. You do not require to assist him also, taking, "I shall..." No, you cannot touch. If you touch, your hands will be cut off. So if one learns this habit, that others' property, others' money is just like garbage, nobody touches... Mätåvat para-däreñu para-dravyeñu loñöravat, ätmavat sarva-bhüteñu. And one who thinks like himself sarva-bhü..., all living entities. What is that? If I prick you, then you feel some pain, so why should you prick others? This is called ätmavat. What you feel yourself... If somebody cuts your throat, do you feel very happy? No. Then why should you cut throat of others, other animals or human beings? So these three things, Cäëakya Paëòita has said that this is, if one has learned these three things, he is learned. Not that he has got a university degrees, no. Mätåvat para-däreñu para-dravyeñu loñöravat, ätmavat sarva-bhüteñu.

So this is gentleman; this is educated, culture. So this man, Ajämila, as soon as he became fallen down from the sadäcära, gentleman's behavior, the next stage is this, bandy-akñaiù kaitavaiç cauryaiù. One must earn his livelihood. But he has fallen down to the sixth grade. First, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, or lower than that, everyone must have his means of livelihood. So what is the means of livelihood of the first-class man? That is said, paöhana-päöhana yajana-yäjana däna-pratigraha. First-class man means brahminical class. Their occupational duty is first of all he must become a very learned scholar in the Vedic literature. Veda-päöhäd bhaved vipraù. He must become a learned scholar. And after becoming a scholar, it is not that that he will enjoy himself the knowledge. No. He will distribute the knowledge. This is one, that first-class man, or the brähmaëa, first of all he must become a learned scholar... If he is not scholar, what he will, nonsense he will teach? So the first position is that he must become a learned scholar. And the next business is to teach others, to make disciple. Formerly even fifty year or sixty years ago in India a brähmaëa would not accept anyone's service. Because whatever he has knowledge, he would sit down anywhere, underneath a tree or in the corridor of somebody, and he will invite the village small children, and they will go, and he will teach little grammar, little mathematics, gradually. And the children will bring from their father and mother. Somebody will bring rice. Somebody will bring òäl. Somebody will bring something. So he had no necessity of making any contract, that "You give me so many dollars. Then I shall teach you." No. Free. Free education. In this way India was free education. So paöhana-päöhana yajana-yäjana.

Then next business is brähmaëa should be a devotee, worshiping Deity, either Viñëu or sometimes other demigod. So yajana-yäjana. He will personally do it, and he will teach others how to worship. Paöhana-päöhana yajana. And his livelihood—by voluntary contribution; whatever people will give, that's all right. People used to give brähmaëa. So paöhana-päöhana yajana-yäjana däna-pratigraha. A brähmaëa would receive... People were very honest, that "This man is teaching our children. He does not charge. This man is teaching me how to worship, how to become well behaved." So they have no scarcity, enough. So he would simply use as much as he required; balance he will give in charity. Not that keep in stock for tomorrow. No. That is not brähmaëa's business. Whatever is come today, I use it for my necessities of life, and balance, I give to the poor or somebody else, somebody else, somebody..., or make some festival. So paöhana-päöhana yajana-yäjana däna-pratigraha. So we require some income for our maintenance. So this was the brähmaëa's business. There is no question of doing some business or making some profession or going to the office or going to the factory. This is not brähmaëa's business.

Then kñatriya, next, second-class man. So what is his livelihood? His livelihood: to take tax. The kñatriyas were entrusted certain villages, that "You look after these villages, that the people are becoming well behaved." So kñatriya's business was to see whether brähmaëa is actually acting as brähmaëa, a kñatriya actually acting as kñatriya. This was the ruler's business to see. And to see that nobody is unemployed, nobody is a devil's workshop. Because if you have no business, no occupation, then your brain will plan something. This plan is cauryam and cheating. They had no opportunity to plan all these things. So kñatriya's income is to take some tax. What is that tax? Not in money. But people are engaged in agricultural work, so whatever he has produced, he gives twenty-five percent to the ruler. That's all. That includes income tax, this tax, that tax. No more tax. "Take. Whatever I have got, you take twenty-five percent." So this is kñatriya's occupation, second class.

And the third class, vaiçya. Vaiçya means produce food grain, kåñi, agriculture, not produce food in the slaughterhouse. No. Slaughterhouse, even the sixth-class, seventh-class men... They did not know how to produce food, how to live. That means the aborigines in the jungle. They were hunting one animal, then eating, not that civilized nation, organized slaughterhouse. Oh, how horrible it is. If you want to eat an animal, then you go to the jungle, kill one animal, and eat. The government is not going to maintain a slaughterhouse for you. You see? This is the civilization. So our eatables should be food grains—kåñi-go-rakñya—and milk. Kåñi means by agriculture process you can produce fruits, flower, vegetables, then rice, wheat, and pulses, and you have got milk. Then where is your want, scarcity? This is civilization. Meat-eating is meant for the sixth-class, seventh-class men who does not know, who remain naked, and they can neither produce food neither cloth in the jungle. It is for them. They also were not very much expert to maintain a slaughterhouse. When you need, you can kill one lower animal, not cow. The cow is not available in the jungle. You can have some deer or some boar. So these unimportant animals were killed by them. That is the sixth class, not the first class, second class, third class, fourth class. No. And the fourth-class man who could not utilize his brain as first class, second class, third class, then he becomes fourth class—his business: to help, worker, these higher three classes.

So in this way everyone must have his means of livelihood. And I have already described that this is the way of livelihood. First-class man, this is livelihood. Second-class man, this is livelihood. And third-class man, this is livelihood. Fourth-class man... And below the fourth-class man, means fifth-class, the fifth-class man, the jungle man, by hunting, like that. But this class of man, that they do not accept any of these livelihood means, but they cheat you, cheat you. That we will find now, so many cheaters in big, big cities, and so many pickpockets, so many thieves, rogues, and now the present society is perplexed, "Crime, Why and What to Do?" You are maintaining sixth-class, seventh-class men. Your education is meant for that. Why you are afraid of crimes now? This is the result. Now enjoy the result. As you reap so you..., as you sow, so you reap. Therefore this movement is specially meant for making first-class, second-class men at least. Or even third class, fourth class. But what is this? You are producing sixth-class, seventh-class, tenth-class men, and you expect that there will be no crime, people will be happy, it will be peaceful? That is not possible. If you want to be happy, peaceful, then you must take this movement, Kåñëa consciousness, and try to create at least a group of men first class. Just like we are doing that. People will see their behavior, their character, their mode of life, and at least they will be attracted.

Morning Talk                                     April 25, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Yes. "Therefore I say, get out from my kingdom. I don't care for your religion or business, but you cannot do within my kingdom." And that is king. If I have to flatter you for vote, "Yes, whatever you like, you can do. Give me vote," is that government?

Tamäla Kåñëa: No.

Prabhupäda: I follow this. To accept me as guru I have to flatter you—I don't follow. If you want to hear me, then you become my disciple. Otherwise go to hell. Don't want. Here many big men came. And big men means the businessmen, big... I refused "If you cannot follow the instructions..." 

Tamäla Kåñëa: Blowing?

Prabhupäda: Yes, blowing with mouth.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Blowing with mouth.

Prabhupäda: So they have got business, blowing with mouth in three ways.

Tamäla Kåñëa: The brähmaëas.

Prabhupäda: What is that? First of all, if they are third class, then blowing in the oven, fire.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Blowing in the...?

Prabhupäda: The oven. (laughter) He is third class. And the second class, blowing in the conchshell, püjäré. And first class? Blowing in the ear and becoming spiritual master. (laughter) But their business is...

Tamäla Kåñëa: Blowing.

Prabhupäda: Either here or in the conchshell or in the fire, first, second, third. This is a very..., said three way.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Bengali language has so many...

Prabhupäda: Bengalis are very poetic. That's a fact.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Very witty also.

Prabhupäda: Ah, yes. Brähmaëera tin phuì. Phuì. Phuì means...

Tamäla Kåñëa: Blowing.

Prabhupäda: Three phuìs.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Three breaths, I think.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So they are... We say, phuì. So this phuì or this phuì or this phuì. (laughs)

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.9.10 Montreal, July 9, 1968

So Prahläda Mahäräja, he says, "I think." So whatever he thinks, we have to accept. That is very nice. And what he thinks? He thinks, manye vipräd dvi-ñaò-guëa-yutäd aravinda-näbha pädäravinda-vimukhät, çvapacaà variñöham. He says that "If a brähmaëa..." Brähmaëa is considered to be the highest qualified man in the human society. Why? Because he has got twelve qualification. We don't speak brähmaëa by birth. Brähmaëa does not become by birth. Brähmaëa is a qualification. That is the injunction of Vedic literatures. The most intelligent man is called brähmaëa. And how his intelligence is exhibited? There are twelve qualities. If you find those twelve qualities in any person... It doesn't matter whether it is in India or in Czechoslovakia or anywhere. Simply you have to find out whether that man is qualified. These qualifications are stated in Bhagavad-gétä also: satyam çaucam sam dama titikñä ärjavam, jïänam vijïänam ästikyaà brahma-karma svabhäva-jaà [Bg. 18.42]. If a person is a brähmaëa, then his natural qualification will be like this. What is that? Satyam: he is truthful. In any circumstances he will be truthful. Even to an enemy he will disclose the secret, "This is the fact." That is truthfulness, not that I am very truthful, but when my interest is jeopardized, I tell lie. That is not truthfulness. Truthfulness means at any circumstances one will speak the plain truth. That is truthfulness. Satya sama. Satya çaucam. Çaucam, cleanliness. There are two kinds of cleanliness: external and internal. External cleanliness by taking bath with soap and other cleansing material... Of course, in India, the brähmaëas, they take... They cleanse themselves externally at least three times a day: in the morning, early in the morning; at noon before taking lunch; and in the evening before going to the temple. Tri-sandhyä. There are so many rules and regulations for becoming cleansed. This is external cleanliness. And there is internal cleanliness. The internal cleanliness is this chanting Hare Kåñëa, ceto-darpaëa-märjanaà [Cc. Antya 20.12], cleansing the heart.

So satya çaucam and çama, equilibrium of the mind, not to become disturbed in any circumstances. That is called çama. Dama. Dama means controlling the senses. Every one of us, we are all controlled by the senses. But one has to become the controller of the senses. That is brähmaëa. That is svämé. Svämé or gosvämé means who is controller of the senses. My tongue wants to eat something, and if I say, "No, you cannot eat this," then... My eyes see something. I say, "No, you cannot see this." My hand wants to touch something. I say, "No, you cannot do this." My legs want to go somewhere. I say, "No, you cannot do this." When one is in full control of the senses, he is called svämé. Svämé is not a title; it is a qualification. It is a qualification, and it is attained by a brähmaëa, one who is already advanced in brahminical qualification by cleansing. Then... And truthfulness. Then this qualification also is there, controller. And when one is completely controller of the senses, or when one is actually svämé or gosvämé... There is no difference between these two words. Svämé means controller, and gosvämé is still clearer. Go means senses, controller of the senses. So Rüpa Gosvämé says who can be a spiritual master. So he has given specifically this definition, that one who has got controls over the tongue, over the speech, over the mind, over the belly, and over the genitals, and over the anger. If anyone has control over these six things, then he can become spiritual master. Påthivià sa çiñyät: "He is allowed to make disciples all over the world." Otherwise not. These are the qualification of brähmaëa. Satyam çaucam çama dama titikñä [Bg. 18.42]. Titikñä means tolerance. Just like in your Western countries, Lord Jesus Christ, he was being crucified. He tolerated. He never cursed even. He, rather, begged from God, "My God, these people do not know what they are doing. Please excuse them." This is toleration. So satyam çaucam sama dama titikñä. Toleration. Caitanya Mahäprabhu has instructed, tåëäd api sunécena taror api sahiñëunä. Tolerance. What kind of tolerance? Tolerance like the straw in the street, like the tree. Amäninä mänadena kértanéyaù sadä hariù [Cc. Ädi 17.31]. There are so many instances. Let us finish it briefly.

So çaucam, satyaà çaucaà çamaà damaà titikñä ärjavam. Simplicity. A brähmaëa should be very simple, not gorgeous. He wants to live, so he wants to eat something, not for the taste of the tongue but just to keep the body and soul together. He must eat nice things. There are nice things, grains, fruits, milk. Why should he take meat? If there are, by nature's products, so many nice things, why one should kill another animal? Desire(?), of course, serves (?). Titikñä, ärjavam, and jïänam. Not that simply become qualified, but these qualification are stepping stone to jïänam. Jïänam means knowledge. And vijïänam. Vijïänam means practical application. Just like in the science class there is theoretical knowledge and practical knowledge. Theoretical knowledge—if you mix hydrogen and oxygen gas, there is water. But we have to experiment it in the laboratory, mix so many parts of hydrogen and so many parts of oxygen, and actually, when we see there is water, then your knowledge is perfect. So not theoretical knowledge but practical application. Jïänam, vijïänam, and ästikyam. Ästikyam means faith in God, faith in scripture. That is called ästikyam. According to Vedic version, ästikyam means faith in the Vedas. Nobody can refute the Vedas. That is called faith, no argument.

A practical example, this practical example is given by Lord Caitanya. It is very nice. In India the cow dung is accepted as pure, although the Vedic injunction is that if you touch stool of an animal, you have to take bath to purify yourself, cleanse yourself. Of course, we see in New York City that the stool of dog is thrown all over the street, and we are touching, but we have no opportunity to take bath. But it is according to Vedic injunction, if you touch stool of an animal, then you have to take bath immediately. Therefore this is a system. When you go to the Deity room, you should change your cloth, because I do not know what things I have touched in the street, so better to change the cloth. And better still to cleanse, to take bath. That is the system. Anyway, to touch the stool of an animal makes one unclean; therefore one has to take bath or purify himself. That is the system. But the Veda says the stool of cow is purified. The stool of cow is purified. Now, practically, in India they accept it, and it has been found by chemical examination that the cow dung contains all antiseptic properties. That is a fact. One Dr. Goshal, he analyzed in his laboratory, "Why this Vedic injunction is the stool of cow or cow dung is pure?" So he analyzed, and he found it that the stool of cow, cow dung, is full of antiseptic properties. So this is called faith or theistic, to take the injunction of the scripture as it is, without any information. That is called ästikyam. There is another example. Just like the Buddhism. Buddhism was originated in India. Lord Buddha was a Hindu, and he was a prince, and still, Buddhism was not accepted by the Indians. Why? Because the Buddhism decried the Vedas. Nindasi yajïa-vidher ahaha çruti-jätaà. Çruti means Veda. So ästikyam means to have full faith in the orders of the scripture. This is also one of the qualification of a brähmaëa. Jïänam vijïänam ästikyam brahmä-karma svabhäva-jaà [Bg. 18.42]. These are the natural qualification of a brähmaëa.

So Prahläda Mahäräja says that vipräd dvi-ñad-guëa-yutädaravinda-nabha. Even a brähmaëa, qualified brähmaëa who has all these brahminical qualifications, but he is not a devotee of the Lord... There are many good, qualified persons, but they do not on of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Materially, one may be very much highly qualified. Academically, one may be very highly qualified. But if one is not a believer, faithful, or is not accepting the existence of God, or God the Supreme, he is called atheist, and Prahläda Mahäräja does not say atheist, but he says that "Even one has got all these good qualifications, but if he is not qualified with the faith in God, or not becoming a devotee of God, then he is nonqualified. He is rejected." You may take his qualification in consideration, but Prahläda Mahäräja says he is rejected from Kåñëa consciousness for that one disqualification, that he is not a devotee of God. Similarly, in other places it is also confirmed that yasyästi bhaktir bhagavaty akiïcanä sarvair guëais tatra samäsate suräù: "If one is simply unflinching faithful devotee of the Lord, then he develops all the good qualification of demigods." Haräv abhaktasya kuto mahad-guëä: [SB 5.18.12] "If one is not devotee of the Lord, then he has no good qualification." Why? Because manorathenäsato dhävato bahiù: "Because he is hovering on the mental plane." And because he is hovering on the mental plane—the mind's business is to change—so he will change from one platform to another, another platform to another. He has no fixed idea; therefore his qualification has no value. In several places In the Bhagavad-gétä Lord Kåñëa says, api cet su-duräcäro bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk: "If a person is found even unclean or not very well behaved but he has got unflinching faith in Me, Kåñëa," sädhur eva sa mantavyaù [Bg. 9.30], "où, he is sädhu. He is saintly person." He is saintly because that one qualification, that he has full faith in God, Kåñëa, that one qualification makes him a saintly person. Others may have all the good qualification, but simply for one minor godlessness, he is nonqualified.

So Prahläda Mahäräja confirms the same statement. Prahläda Mahäräja is also a sädhu because he is a devotee. Narottama däsa Öhäkura has said that if you want to make concrete progress in spiritual life, then you have to corroborate the statement of the scriptures, the statements of saintly person, and statements of the spiritual master-three things. Why three things? Because a spiritual master means he does not place anything which is not in the scriptures. He does not say that "My theory is like this." That is not a spiritual master. Similarly sädhu, saintly person, also does not say anything which is not mentioned in the scriptures. He does not manufacture anything by mental concoction. And what is çästra, scriptures? They are statement of different saintly persons and spiritual masters. Therefore one has to corroborate these three things: scriptures, and statement of saintly persons, and statement of spiritual master. The spiritual master is via media. The disciple, if he cannot understand the statement of the scriptures or any saintly person, he submits his doubts before the spiritual master and he clears it. In this way we have to make progress. 

Morning Walk                                  October 7, 1975, Durban

Prabhupäda: That is the specific position of Vedic culture. The habit, that tendency is there, but by Indian Vedic culture these base tendencies are checked and they are made, I mean to say, given opportunity to advance. That is brahminical culture. The brähmaëas voluntarily rejected all these. That is ideal, that "Here is an idea!" But here at the present moment there is no such idea! Everyone is after material enjoyment. There is no ideal that "Here is a person who doesn't care for anything. Still he is so exalted." That is wanted. That ideal is not now. Therefore I am trying to create such ideal men.

Puñöa Kåñëa: It is happening actually by this movement.

Prabhupäda: We are not for material opulence. We are for ideal character. That is wanted. But they have no idea that there can be a class of men, ideal character, ideal knowledge, ideal advancement. They have no such idea. "Simply bring money and enjoy sense gratification," that's all. In that way they will never be happy, but foolish person, they have no leader to give them ideal and neither by nature they are not inclined. Na te viduù svärtha-gatià hi viñëum [SB 7.5.31]. Who is giving them ideal that "Come to God, and you will be satisfied"? Nobody is giving. They are simply duräçayä. They are thinking by material opulence they will be happy. This is their ignorance. Therefore so much struggle all over the world. It is not the question of India or America. It is the material way of life.
Lecture                              Los Angeles, December 4, 1968

Prabhupäda: Govindam ädi-puruñaà tam ahaà bhajämi **.  Thank you very much. So we are worshiper of the original Absolute Personality of Godhead, Govindam. Govindam. Go means senses, go means cow, and go means land. And vindam, vindam means who gives pleasure—the pleasure potency of all these three things, senses, cows, and the land. The land. Sarva-loka-maheçvaram [Bg. 5.29], in the Bhagavad-gétä it is said. The proprietor of all land, the maintainer of all land, to give pleasure to the people of all land, is Govinda, Kåñëa. Govindam. And He is the protector, and pleasing to the cows. You have seen many pictures of Kåñëa, He is loving cow. Why cow is loved by Him? Why not another animal? There are many other animals. Why particularly cow? Because cow protection is

the most important business
of the human society. In offering obeisances to Kåñëa, it is said, namo brahmaëya-deväya go-brähmaëa-hitäya ca: "I offer my respectful obeisances unto the Supreme Person, who is the protector of the brähmaëas and the cows." Go-brähmaëa-hitäya ca jagad-dhitäya. 

The first qualification is that He protects the brähmaëas and the cows. Next, He protects the whole world. Jagad-dhitäya kåñëa. And He is Kåñëa, govindäya, this Govinda.

So the example is set by the Supreme Personality of Godhead that human civilization will advance only on the basis of brahminical culture and cow protection. As soon as there is falldown from brahminical culture, and as soon as there is discrepancy in the protection of cows, there will be no more peace in the world. Therefore He specifically said, go-brähmaëa-hitäya ca. This Kåñëa consciousness movement is for the protection of brahminical culture and cows. Then automatically the peace of the world will come, if two things are done. This is Vedic literature. They pick up the essence of the things, and all other things follows. Just like meditation. Meditation means... Not meditation, the yoga system. Yoga indriya-saàyamaù. Yoga system means to control the senses. This is the primary factor of practicing yoga. Now the senses, we have got five senses acquiring knowledge and five working senses. So of all the senses, the tongue is considered to be the most powerful sense. The Vaiñëava, they therefore try to control the tongue. They do not allow the tongue to eat everything and anything. No. Svämé or gosvämé means who has control over the senses. Generally, people, they are servant of the senses. When people, when a man becomes, instead of becoming servant of the senses, when he becomes master of the senses, then he is called svämé. Svämé is not this dress. This dress is superfluous, just to... As in everywhere there is some uniform dress to understand that "He is, he..." Actually, svämé means who has control over the senses. And that is brahminical culture. Satya çama dama titikña ärjavam, jïänam vijïänam ästikyaà brahma-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.42]. Brahman, Brahman means brähmaëa, brahminical culture. Truthfulness, cleanliness, and controlling the senses, controlling the mind, and simplicity and tolerance, full of knowledge, practical application in life, faith in God—these qualifications are brahminical culture. Anywhere we practice these qualifications, he'll revive brahminical culture. It is not that in a particular country or particular society or particular class of men they are brähmaëas. No. Bhagavad-gétä does not say that. Brahma-karma svabhäva-jam. Svabhäva-jam, natural activities. So truthfulness, controlling the senses, controlling the mind, and simplicity, and cleanliness, and tolerance, and knowledge, and practical application of knowledge in life. So this Kåñëa consciousness movement is for training brahmacärés. Brahmacäré  means who are being practiced to the brahminical culture. So, there must be a portion of the population well versed in brahminical culture. Ekaç candras tamo hanti na ca tara sahasrasaù. Just like in a garden if there is one nice flower plant, rose, with good scent, the whole garden becomes flavored, you see? Scented. Similarly, we do not expect that the whole population of the human society will be taking to this brahminical culture; but even one percent of the whole population accepts this brahminical culture, Kåñëa consciousness, then the whole world will be peaceful. Not even one percent, less than one percent. It is so nice.

So Kåñëa consciousness movement is very scientific movement. Unless you raise the population from the animal propensities, how you can expect peace? Do you think is there any peace in the dog society, in the cat society? No, it is not possible. You keep some dogs. They meet. As soon as they meet together there will be howling—"gow, gow, gow, gow." So you cannot expect if you create dog society, then you cannot expect. You have to create a portion, a certain percentage of the population, brähmaëas. Then there is possibility. Just like in the sky the numerical strength of the stars are greater, but there is one moon. That one moon is sufficient to illuminate the sky. Ekaç candras tamo hanti na ca tara sahasrasaù. Millions of millions of stars twinkling, they cannot dissipate the darkness. You see. Only one moon, only one sun. So try to make some percentage of the population actually brähmaëa. Go-brähmaëa-hitäya ca. And protect the cows. Actually, we are taking so much advantages. So from the cows, the milk. And from the milk we can make hundreds of vitaminous foodstuff, hundreds. They're all palatable. So such a nice animal, faithful, peaceful, and beneficial. After taking milk from it, if we kill, does it look very well? Even after the death, the cows supply the skin for your shoes. It is so beneficial. You see. Even after death. While living, he gives you nice milk. You cannot reject milk from the human society. As soon as there is a child born, milk immediately required. 

Old man, milk is life. Diseased person, milk is life. Invalid, milk is life. 

So therefore Kåñëa is teaching by His practical demonstration how He loves this innocent animal, cow. So human society should develop brahminical culture on the basis of protecting cows. 

The brähmaëa cannot take any other food except it is made of milk preparation. That develops the finer tissues of the brain. You can understand in subtle matters, in philosophy, in spiritual science. Just like in a scientific college, not ordinary man can understand the scientific intricacies. They require some preliminary qualification to enter into the scientific college. They require some preliminary qualification to enter into the law college, in the postgraduate classes. Similarly, to understand the subtle or finer implications of spiritual science, one has to become brähmaëa. Without becoming brähmaëa it is not possible.

Therefore in the Bhagavad-gétä it is said, cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. 

There are four classes of men created by God: cätur-varëyaà. How they are divided? How the classification is made? Guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù: by classification of quality and work. Not by birth. In India, of course, this classification of guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù was originally planned from the Vedic age. But later on, a class of men, without any qualification, without any practical work, they claimed that "I belong to such and such class." Therefore India's falldown was inevitable. So Bhagavad-gétä says, "Not like that." Bhagavad-gétä says that these classes of men, cätur-varëyaà—the brahminical class, the kñatriya class, the vaiçya class, and the çüdra class—is everywhere. Not only in India, but also throughout the whole universe, in every country, in every nation, in every society, there must be some people who have brahminical tendency. Just like from your country, we have picked up some boys and girls who are inclined to adopt this way of life. So this Kåñëa consciousness movement is simply picking up where there are brahminical class of boys, girls, men. Not that we are taking account, "Oh, who is your father? Is your father a brähmaëa?" No. We don't take account. His father may be anything; it doesn't matter. But if he has got tendency to accept this Kåñëa consciousness, we immediately welcome: "Come on." And we teach him this brahminical qualification—to become brahmacäré, not to indulge in illicit sex life, don't take nonvegetarian diet. We recommend not exactly nonvegetarian diet. We are vegetarian diet, we restrict from nonvegetarian diet, but we recommend Kåñëa prasädam. We have no quarrel with the nonvegetarians, because vegetable also has got life. The plants, the grass, the trees, the fruits, the flowers, they have also life. They are not dead. So simply becoming vegetarian is no great qualification. Somebody is taking meat and somebody is taking vegetable, it does not make any difference. But we are taking vegetables not as vegetarian. We are taking as Kåñëa prasädam, remnants of foodstuff offered to Kåñëa. Kåñëa says in the Bhagavad-gétä that,

patraà puñpaà phalaà toyaà yo me bhaktyä prayacchati tad ahaà bhakty-upahåtamaçnämi prayatätmanaù

Kåñëa said that "If somebody offers Me some foodstuff prepared from vegetables and fruits and grains"—grains are also fruits—"so with love and devotion, then I eat." Therefore we offer these things to Kåñëa. Just like here, we have offered fruits. Not that because we are vegetarian, but Kåñëa wants this. Just like if you invite some of your friend, you ask him, "My dear friend, what do you like to eat?" So if he says, "I like this," so you immediately supply. This is the sign of love. Similarly, because Kåñëa says, "If somebody offers Me fruits, flowers, grains, milk, with devotion and love, I will eat," so we are pledged to Kåñëa, I offer these things to Kåñëa, and we eat. That is our process. We have no quarrel with nonvegetarian or vegetarian. No. Because vegetable has also got life. And in the Bhagavad-gétä it is also stated that yajïa-çiñöäçinaù santo mucyante sarva-kilbiñaiù. You have to eat after offering sacrifice. Sacrifice means to worship the Supreme Lord. That is called sacrifice. So if anyone eats the remnants of sacrificial foodstuff, then he is freed from all kinds of sins.

The purport is that those who are vegetarian, they are thinking that "We are better than the nonvegetarian." But it is not the fact. Either you eat vegetables or nonvegetable, you are liable to be punished because you are accepting something without offering to the supplier. That is the law. We must acknowledge at least that "This foodstuff is supplied by the Supreme Lord, and we are obliged to Him." In Christian Bible also, they pray, "O God, give us our daily bread." So one should accept that it is supplied by God. So if one does not even accept this obligation, then he is sinful, certainly. So, yajïarthät karmaëo 'nyatra. Yajïa-çiñöäçinaù santo mucyante sarva-kilbiñaiù. One who offers sacrifice and then he takes foodstuff, then he becomes freed from the sinful activities. In the eating there is sinful activity also. But bhuïjate te tv aghaà päpä ye pacanty ätma-käraëät: [Bg. 3.13] anyone who is simply cooking for himself, he is simply eating sins. These are the statements of Bhagavad-gétä. 

Bhagavad-gétä 16.7              Hyderabad, December 15, 1976

Truthfulness means what you preach, you must do.  See demon p.248, preaching p 323

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.6              Geneva, May 31, 1974

So in this way we have been entangled. This is called anartha. Therefore that gentleman was... "If we take everyone..." That is not possible. Everyone is not going to take Kåñëa consciousness. That is not possible. But he was thinking that, that "If we..." Sometimes they put this argument, that "If everyone becomes Kåñëa conscious, who will look after this business, that business?" That will be looked after. Don't bother. The çüdra class, they will take care. The brähmaëa class, they will take advantage, and the çüdra class, they will work hard. Just like we are taking advantage of this microphone for Kåñëa, but we are not going to manufacture this. That is not our business. Let the çüdras do it. Çüdras will be there. They will do it. This is called ajagara-våtti. Ajagara-våtti means that the mouse, they make a hole in the field for his living comfortably. You know? You have seen the holes in the field? And the ajagara, the big snake, they take advantage of this holes. They enter into it and eat the mouse, and live comfortably. So the mouse makes the comfortable place for the snake. The snake business is to enter and live comfortably. So our business is like that. You çüdras, you make all the advantages, and we take simply, go there. (laughter) That's all. That is our business. You construct house, nice house, and we enter. That's all. That George Harrison paid for that house. We enter, that's all. We do not care for this fifty-five lakhs, how to earn. No. That is Kåñëa's policy. Let the less intelligent class of men work hard and the higher intelligent class of men take advantage of it. That's all.

Bhagavad-gétä 3.25               Hyderabad, December 17, 1976

Not for all, but a class of men, they are in the third category. The first category is the brähmaëa, the man in knowledge. He knows what is the value of life, how life should be directed this way and that way. They know, themselves, and they give guidance to the other who have no such knowledge. Therefore brähmaëa is the guru of all other classes of men, kñatriyas, vaiçyas. ( see p. 260)
Room Conversation              August 2, 1976, New Mayapur (French farm)

Prabhupäda: In, actually, in Bengal, Bengal has lost its original culture. In other provinces the brähmaëa class, they are keeping very strictly the original culture. Even a brähmaëa would not accept foodstuff prepared by his wife, because woman is considered çüdra. The woman, when she becomes the wife of a brähmaëa, then she is called brähmaëé, but she's not offered brahminical culture. She remains as çüdra. So therefore a strict brähmaëa does not accept foodstuff prepared by his wife.

SB 7.11.14

For a brähmaëa there are six occupational duties. A kñatriya should not accept charity, but he may perform the other five of these duties. A king or kñatriya is not allowed to levy taxes on brähmaëas, but he may make his livelihood by levying minimal taxes, customs duties, and penalty fines upon his other subjects.

PURPORT

Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura explains the position of brähmaëas and kñatriyas as follows. Brähmaëas have six occupational duties, of which three are compulsory—namely, studying the Vedas, worshiping the Deity and giving charity. By teaching, by inducing others to worship the Deity, and by accepting gifts, the brähmaëas receive the necessities of life. This is also confirmed in the Manu-saàhitä:

ñaëëäà tu karmaëäm asya tréëi karmäëi jévikä yajanädhyäpane caiva viçuddhäc ca pratigrahaù

Of the six occupational duties of the brähmaëas, three are compulsory—namely, worship of the Deity, study of the Vedas and the giving of charity. In exchange, a brähmaëa should receive charity, and this should be his means of livelihood. A brähmaëa cannot take up any professional occupational duty for his livelihood. The çästras especially stress that if one claims to be a brähmaëa, he cannot engage in the service of anyone else; otherwise he at once falls from his position and becomes a çüdra. Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé and Sanätana Gosvämé belonged to a very respectful family, but because they engaged in the service of Nawab Hussain Shah—not even as ordinary clerks, but as ministers—they were ostracized from brahminical society. Indeed, they became like Mohammedans and even changed their names. Unless a brähmaëa is very pure, he cannot accept charity from others. Charity should be given to those who are pure. Even if one is born in a family of brähmaëas, if one acts as a çüdra one cannot accept charity, for this is strictly prohibited. Although the kñatriyas are almost as qualified as the brähmaëas, even they cannot accept charity. This is strictly prohibited in this verse by the word apratigraha. What to speak of the lower social orders, even the kñatriyas must not accept charity. The king or government may levy taxes upon the citizens in various ways—by revenue duties, customs duties, realization of fines, and so on—provided the king is able to give full protection to his subjects to assure the security of their life and property. Unless he is able to give protection, he cannot levy taxes. However, a king must not levy any tax upon the brähmaëas and the Vaiñëavas fully engaged in Kåñëa consciousness.

SB 7.11.15

The mercantile community should always follow the directions of the brähmaëas and engage in such occupational duties as agriculture, trade, and protection of cows. For the çüdras the only duty is to accept a master from a higher social order and engage in his service.

SB 7.11.16

As an alternative, a brähmaëa may also take to the vaiçya's occupational duty of agriculture, cow protection, or trade. He may depend on that which he has received without begging, he may beg in the paddy field every day, he may collect paddy left in a field by its proprietor, or he may collect food grains left here and there in the shops of grain dealers. These are four means of livelihood that may also be adopted by brähmaëas. Among these four, each of them in succession is better than the one preceding it.

PURPORT

A brähmaëa is sometimes offered land and cows in charity, and thus for his livelihood he may act in the same way as a vaiçya, by cultivating land, giving protection to cows and trading off his surpluses. A better process, however, is to pick up grains from a field or from a dealer's shop without begging.

SB 7.11.17 
Except in a time of emergency, lower persons should not accept the occupational duties of those who are higher. When there is such an emergency, of course, everyone but the kñatriya may accept the means of livelihood of others.

PURPORT

The occupational duty of a brähmaëa should not be accepted by persons in lower social orders, especially vaiçyas and çüdras. For example, an occupational duty of the brähmaëa is to teach Vedic knowledge, but unless there is an emergency, this professional duty should not be accepted by the kñatriyas, vaiçyas or çüdras. Even a kñatriya cannot accept the duties of a brähmaëa unless there is an emergency, and then even if he does so he should not accept charity from anyone else. Sometimes brähmaëas protest against our Kåñëa consciousness movement for creating brähmaëas from Europeans, or, in other words, from mlecchas and yavanas. This movement, however, is here supported in Çrémad-Bhägavatam. At the present moment, society is in a chaotic condition, and everyone has given up the cultivation of spiritual life, which is especially meant for the brähmaëas. Because spiritual culture has been stopped all over the world, there is now an emergency, and therefore it is now time to train those who are considered lower and condemned, so that they may become brähmaëas and take up the work of spiritual progress. The spiritual progress of human society has been stopped, and this should be considered an emergency. Here is solid support from Närada Muni of the movement known as Kåñëa consciousness.

SB 7.11.18-20

In time of emergency, one may accept any of the various types of professions known as åta, amåta, måta, pramåta and satyänåta, but one should not at any time accept the profession of a dog. The profession of uïchaçila, collecting grains from the field, is called åta. Collecting without begging is called amåta, begging grains is called måta, tilling the ground is called pramåta, and trade is called satyänåta. Engaging in the service of low-grade persons, however, is called çva-våtti, the profession of the dogs. Specifically, brähmaëas and kñatriyas should not engage in the low and abominable service of çüdras. Brähmaëas should be well acquainted with all the Vedic knowledge, and kñatriyas should be well acquainted with the worship of demigods.

PURPORT 
As stated in Bhagavad-gétä (4.13), cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù: the four divisions of human society were created by the Supreme Lord according to the three modes of material nature and the work ascribed to them. Formerly, the principle of dividing human society into four sections—brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and çüdra—was strictly followed, but because of gradual neglect of the varëäçrama principles, varëa-saìkara population developed, and the entire institution has now been lost. In this age of Kali, practically everyone is a çüdra (kalau çüdra-sambhaväù), and finding anyone who is a brähmaëa, kñatriya or vaiçya is very difficult. Although the Kåñëa consciousness movement is a movement of brähmaëas and Vaiñëavas, it is trying to reestablish the divine varëäçrama institution, for without this division of society there cannot be peace and prosperity anywhere.

SB 7.11.21

çamo damas tapaù çaucaà santoñaù kñäntir ärjavamjïänaà dayäcyutätmatvaà satyaà ca brahma-lakñaëam

çamaù—control of the mind; damaù—control of the senses; tapaù—austerity and penance; çaucam—cleanliness; santoñaù—satisfaction; kñäntiù—forgiveness (being unagitated by anger); ärjavam—simplicity; jïänam—knowledge; dayä—mercy; acyuta-ätmatvam—accepting oneself as an eternal servant of the Lord; satyam—truthfulness; ca—also; brahma-lakñaëam—the symptoms of a brähmaëa.

TRANSLATION

The symptoms of a brähmaëa are control of the mind, control of the senses, austerity and penance, cleanliness, satisfaction, forgiveness, simplicity, knowledge, mercy, truthfulness, and complete surrender to the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

PURPORT

In the institution of varëäçrama-dharma, the symptoms of a brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, brahmacäré, gåhastha, vänaprastha, and sannyäsé are all described. The ultimate aim is acyutätmatvam—to think always of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kåñëa, or Viñëu. To make advancement in Kåñëa consciousness, one has to become a brähmaëa, with the above-mentioned symptoms.

SB 7.11.35

yasya yal lakñaëaà proktaà puàso varëäbhivyaïjakam yad anyaträpi dåçyeta tat tenaiva vinirdiçet

TRANSLATION

If one shows the symptoms of being a brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya or çüdra, as described above, even if he has appeared in a different class, he should be accepted according to those symptoms of classification.

PURPORT

Herein it is clearly stated by Närada Muni that one should not be accepted as a brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya or çüdra according to birth, for although this is going on now, it is not accepted by the çästras. As stated in Bhagavad-gétä (4.13), cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù. Thus the four divisions of society—brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and çüdra—are to be ascertained according to qualities and activities. If one was born in a brähmaëa family and has acquired the brahminical qualifications, he is to be accepted as a brähmaëa; otherwise, he should be considered a brahma-bandhu. Similarly, if a çüdra acquires the qualities of a brähmaëa, although he was born in a çüdra family, he is not a çüdra; because he has developed the qualities of a brähmaëa, he should be accepted as a brähmaëa. The Kåñëa consciousness movement is meant to develop these brahminical qualities. Regardless of the community in which one was born, if one develops the qualities of a brähmaëa he should be accepted as a brähmaëa, and he then may be offered the order of sannyäsa. Unless one is qualified in terms of the brahminical symptoms, one cannot take sannyäsa. In designating a person a brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya or çüdra, birth is not the essential symptom. This understanding is very important. Herein Närada Muni distinctly says that one may be accepted according to the caste of his birth if he has the corresponding qualifications, but otherwise he should not. One who has attained the qualifications of a brähmaëa, regardless of where he was born, should be accepted as a brähmaëa. Similarly, if one has developed the qualities of a çüdra or a caëòäla, regardless of where he was born, he should be accepted in terms of those symptoms.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Seventh Canto, Eleventh Chapter, of the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, entitled "The Perfect Society: Four Social Classes."

SB 7.12: The Perfect Society: Four Spiritual Classes

SB 7.12 Summary

This chapter particularly describes the brahmacäré and the person in the vänaprastha stage, and it also gives a general description of the four äçramas-brahmacarya, gåhastha, vänaprastha and sannyäsa. In the previous chapter, the great saint Närada Muni has described the varëa institution of society, and now, in this chapter, he will describe the stages of spiritual advancement in the four äçramas, which are known as brahmacarya, gåhastha, vänaprastha and sannyäsa.

The brahmacäri should live under the care of the true spiritual master, giving him sincere respect and obeisances, acting as his menial servant, and always carrying out his order. The brahmacäré should engage himself in spiritual activities and study the Vedic literature under the direction of the spiritual master. According to the brahmacarya system, he should dress with a belt, deerskin, and matted hair and should bear a daëòa, waterpot and sacred thread. He should collect alms daily in the morning, and in the evening whatever alms he has collected he should offer to the spiritual master. A brahmacäré should accept prasäda upon the order of the spiritual master, and if the spiritual master sometimes forgets to order the disciple to eat, the disciple should not take prasäda on his own initiative; rather, he should fast. The brahmacäré should be trained to be satisfied with eating what is absolutely necessary, he should be very expert in executing responsibilities, he should be faithful, and he should control his senses and try to avoid the association of women as far as possible. A brahmacäré should very strictly abstain from living with women and should not meet with gåhasthas and those too addicted to women. Nor should a brahmacäré speak in a lonely place with a woman.

After completing one's education as a brahmacäré in this way, one should give dakñiëä, an offering of gratitude, to one's guru, and then one may leave for home and accept the next äçrama-the gåhastha-äçrama-or else one may continue in the brahmacarya-äçrama without adulteration. The duties for the gåhastha-äçrama and brahmacarya-äçrama, as well as the duties for sannyäsés, are prescribed in the çästras. A gåhastha is not meant to enjoy sex life without restriction. Indeed, the whole purpose of Vedic life is to become free from sexual indulgence. All the äçramas are recognized for spiritual progress, and therefore although the gåhastha-äçrama gives a kind of license for sex life for a certain time, it does not allow unrestricted sex life. Therefore, in gåhastha life also, there is no illicit sex. A gåhastha should not accept a woman for sexual enjoyment. Wasting semen is also illicit sex.
After the gåhastha-äçrama is another äçrama, known as vänaprastha, which is midway between gåhastha and sannyäsa. A person in the vänaprastha order is restricted in eating food grains and forbidden to eat fruits that have not ripened on the tree. Nor should he cook food with fire, although he is allowed to eat caru, grains that have been offered in a sacrificial fire. He may also eat fruits and grains that have grown naturally. Living in a thatched cottage, the vänaprastha should endure all kinds of heat and cold. He should not cut his nails or hair, and he should give up cleaning his body and teeth. He should wear tree bark, accept a daëòa, and practice life in the forest, taking a vow to live there for twelve years, eight years, four years, two years or at least one year. At last, when because of old age he can no longer perform the activities of a vänaprastha, he should gradually stop everything and in this way give up his body.

SB 7.12.1

çré-närada uväca 

brahmacäré guru-kule vasan dänto guror hitam äcaran däsavan néco gurau sudåòha-sauhådaù

çré-näradaù uväca—Çré Närada Muni said; brahmacäré—a brahmacäré, a student living at the residence of the guru; guru-kule—at the residence of the guru; vasan—by living; däntaù—continuously practicing control of the senses; guroù hitam—only for the benefit of the guru (not for one's personal benefit); äcaran—practicing; däsa-vat—very humbly, like a slave; nécaù—submissive, obedient; gurau—unto the spiritual master; su-dåòha—firmly; sauhådaù—in friendship or good will.

TRANSLATION

Närada Muni said: A student should practice completely controlling his senses. He should be submissive and should have an attitude of firm friendship for the spiritual master. With a great vow, the brahmacäré should live at the guru-kula, only for the benefit of the guru.

Morning Walk                            April 11, 1974, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Yes. He was speaking with Kåñëa. Still, he said that "I cannot see You." That is a fact. [break] Premäïjana-cchurita-bhakti-vilocanena santaù sadaiva vilokayanti [Bs. 5.38]. If you have got qualified eyes, you can see Kåñëa always, twenty-four hours. So we have to qualify, purify. Sarvopädhi-vinir... You are seeing. You are trying to see God as American, as Indian, as this and that. With that eyes you cannot see. When you are neither American nor Indian nor brähmaëa nor çüdra, you are pure spirit, then you can see. They want to remain with this designation-body and want to see God. That is not possible. To enter fire you have to become fire. Otherwise, it will be not possible to enter fire. So without Brahman realization, you cannot understand what is Kåñëa. Brahma-bhütaù prasannätmä [Bg. 18.54]. [break] ...is the same. Quality, it is same. It is salt, salty. And the whole ocean is also salty. That is tat tvam asi. "You are also salty," if I say. If the drop of the water, I say that "This is also salty," that is tat tvam asi. Not that he has become the whole sea. This is rascaldom.

Room Conversation with writer, Sandy Nixon                             July 13, 1975, Philadelphia

The classification is already there: one class of men, very intelligent. Is he not there in the human society? Do you think all men are equally intelligent? Do you think? There must be one class, very highly intelligent class. So what are the symptoms of the intelligent class? That is described in the Bhagavad-gétä. The first-class intelligent man... [break] ...you find all these qualities, he is first-class man. So we are trying to introduce that, that without first-class man, the society is useless. So there are first-class men. You train up. Just like a boy is intelligent; still, he requires training in the school, college. Then he maintains his first-class brain, first-class position. So there is first-class man. Now we have to train them properly how to become controller of the mind, how to become controller of the senses, how to become truthful, how to become cleansed internally, externally, how to become full of knowledge, how to try to apply the knowledge in practical life, how to become God conscious. This training is... A first-class man can take up, just like they are taking, all these boys. They had their first-class brain, and now they are being trained up. That is required, trained up first-class men. That training is required. So we are not introducing caste system, that any rascal born in a brähmaëa family, he becomes a brähmaëa. We don't accept that. A man who is first-class trained up to become a brähmaëa, we accept him. It doesn't matter whether he is India or Europe or America. It doesn't matter. We are trying to introduce this system. That is mentioned in the Bhagavad-gétä. Caste system means a man is born in a brähmaëa family, and if by habit he is fifth-class man, and he is accepted first-class man on account of birth. Similarly, a person, very intelligent, he can be adaptable to all first-class habit, but because he is born in a çüdra family, he is çüdra. We want to stop this nonsense. We are picking up first-class brain and training up how to become first-class men. This is our business, not that introducing this rubbish thing. No, we are not introducing. Otherwise how I am offering them sacred thread? Now just see. Anyone from India, he will understand he is a first-class brähmaëa. We are training like that.

Room Conversation                          October 5, 1975, Mauritius

Guest (3) (Indian man): Car is a necessity, Swamijé, don't you think so? Car is a necessity.

Prabhupäda: Not necessary. What is the use of car? If you locate yourself to get everything, your necessity, then where is the use of car? If you require car, you have a bullock cart. That's all. Why should you hanker after petrol, mobile (Mobil?) oil, machine, this, that, so many things. Why?

Guest (3): Yes, but don't you think that it would be impossible for you to come mostly?

Prabhupäda: No, no. So long it is not available, we must take the best advantage. That is another thing. But gradually we shall develop a society that all these unnecessary rubbish things should be rejected. That is the idea. Or those who are interested, let them manufacture car; we take advantage. We don't bother ourself how to manufacture car. Ajägara-våtti. Ajägara-våtti, the idea is... Ajägara means the snake. So a mouse makes a hole in the field to live very peacefully. So, and he enters the hole, and a snake gets the information and he comes, enters the hole. He eats the snake... The snake eats the mouse and lives peacefully. So let this rascal manufacture motorcar. When we require, we take from them and ride away. We are not going to manufacture. There will be some rascals. Let them do that, mouse. We enter as snake. (laughter) That's all. We are doing that. We are doing that. I did not manufacture this house, but somebody, some mouse, has done. (laughter) And we have entered it, that's all. That's all. This is going on all over the world. You know George Harrison? He has earned money with so great hard labor, and he has given us a house in London, fifty-five lakhs' worth. Another boy, Alfred Ford, he's the great grandson of Mr. Henry Ford. He has given. He is giving still money. He is prepared with all his money. So those who are after money, material things, we have to induce them that "Spend for me," that's all, and let him earn. So far we are concerned, we shall live very simple life, simply in Kåñëa consciousness. That is brähmaëa. Brähmaëa does not go to construct big, big house. He simply constructs his character, and the other kñatriyas and vaiçyas, they offer him, "Please come here and sit down." Therefore the division is... One who is unable to become a brähmaëa, let him become kñatriya. If he cannot become kñatriya, let him become a vaiçya. Otherwise let him remain a çüdra. But there should be ideal class. So we are trying to create an ideal society of brähmaëas. Then people will be benefited. And if everyone is çüdra, rascal, then what people will be benefited? They do not know how to live. The brähmaëas will give idea, "Live like this. You will be happy."

Guest (1): Swamijé, I propose one thing: To influence people more and more in the villages.

Prabhupäda: Yes. This is the attraction, villagers.

Guest (1): Yes. We should go there and live with them for...

Prabhupäda: Yes. I have already suggested that you take land and be an ideal community.
Room Conversation                              July 7, 1976, Baltimore

Prabhupäda: Yes, socially you can teach how this cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13], how it is scientific. In the society, if there is... Actually we have. Just like why these, maybe so-called scientists, but why the scientists are given so much importance? Because there is a brain. So if you make everyone equal, all çüdras, then who will be the brain? The brain is required. That is brähmaëa. So this, not this brain, this brain is çüdra brain for everyone. But when the... But just like here is Dr. Svarüpa Dämodara, or you are here. So you are not scientists from the very birth. You have been trained up how to become a scientist. Similarly, the birth is there. Whatever you may be, it doesn't matter. But you have to be trained up how to become first-class brain. That is brähmaëa. You have to become truthful, you have to become controller of the senses, you have to become fully aware of things, of God, everything, full knowledge, then you become brain. These people give scientists so much importance because there is brain. Brain, in the society, there must be brain. So without brain how the society can go on? If you simply produce motor mechanics, then? Brain must be there. Just like this is brain, Sanätana Gosvämé is asking, ke ämi, kene ämäya järe täpa-traya. This is brain. "I don't want some uncomfortable situation, but why it is enforced?" So when you make research into that, that is brain. And if we remain like animal, "All right, they are dragging me to the slaughterhouse, that's all right, let me go," that is not brain. Brain means that I am seeking after perfect happiness, why I am not allowed to have this perfect happiness? That is brain. The question, if there is any remedy. They are doing this. Scientific brain means there are so many problems, they are trying to solve it. That requires brain. But because they are poor scientists, they do not know how to make a solution of the ultimate problem. They are making tiny problems, that's all. There is power shortage, all right, let us invent some substitute of petroleum. Brain is being taxed. Again it is finished, again another. Punaù punaç carvita-carvaëänäm [SB 7.5.30]. But they are so dull brain, they do not raise the question that we are making solution of one problem, another problem is ready. That brain they have not. So how long we shall go on solving the problems, another problem, another problem? Daivé hy eñä guëamayé mama mäyä duratyayä [Bg. 7.14]. He does not know that nature will not allow me to live peacefully. So we bring problems after problems. That is material life. Duùkhälayam açäçvatam [Bg. 8.15]. Daivé hy eñä guëamayé. Everything is there. You discuss only Bhagavad-gétä, you'll get so many subject matter to think and write. This is brain. We are solving one problem, another problem is there. Why this is happening? If there is any situation without any problem? That is brain.

Evening Darçana                                     July 8, 1976, Washington, D.C.

Prabhupäda: Yes, it's a fact. If you work as a brähmaëa, if you are thinking yourself as a brähmaëa, then you act as brähmaëa. You cannot act as a çüdra. As a brähmaëa you cannot accept anyone's service, then you become çüdra. You deviate from your own position. Brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, they'll never accept anyone's service, only the çüdra. Paricaryätmakaà karma çüdra-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. When you live at the mercy of others, this is called dog's business. Just like a dog lives at the mercy of the master. So it is strictly prohibited for the brähmaëas. Even in very difficult position, you can act as a kñatriya, you can act as a vaiçya, but never accept the position of a dog, a çüdra. This is the injunction. Sve sve karmaëi, you stick to your own business. If you claim as a brähmaëa, then you must act as a brähmaëa. Then you'll become successful. You cannot remain a brähmaëa and accept the business of a dog, that is not sve sve karmaëi. So everything, what is stated there in the Bhagavad-gétä, that is perfect. People at the present moment, they are living at the mercy of others. That is dog's business. Therefore (in) the çästra it is said kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. In the Kali-yuga everyone is a çüdra. There is no brähmaëa, no kñatriya, no vaiçya. That is generally accepted. Because at the present moment education means to get some service. What is the value of that education? If you become dependent on others, then what is the value of this education? Therefore kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. Everyone is a çüdra. But this Kåñëa consciousness movement says striyo vaiçyäs tathä çüdräù: [Bg. 9.32] never mind, even if you are çüdra, take to Kåñëa consciousness, you'll become perfect. Either you become woman or vaiçya or çüdra, it doesn't matter, or any other päpa-yoni, mäà hi pärtha vyapäçritya ye 'pi syuù päpa-yonayaù, te 'pi yänti paräm [Bg. 9.32]. So this is the most liberal movement, that it doesn't matter what you are, if you take to Kåñëa consciousness then you become perfect. Sa guëän samatétyaitän brahma-bhüyäya kalpate [Bg. 14.26]. He's on the Brahman platform, above all these different modes of material nature. These brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, these are differences on the material platform. But when you come to the spiritual platform, there is no such difference. Paëòitäù sama-darçinaù [Bg. 5.18]. So we are trying to bring everyone to that spiritual platform. Therefore they cannot understand. They vision everything from materialistic point of view. They have no idea of spiritual life, therefore they misunderstand. But if we read thoroughly Bhagavad-gétä, then everything is clear. Sve sve karmaëi means he must act according to his position. If he claims to become a brähmaëa, he must act as brähmaëa. Guëa-karma. If you actually have the brähmaëa's qualification, you must act as a brähmaëa. Otherwise, what is the use of claiming that "I am a brähmaëa"? That is not accepted.

Evening Darçana                            July 13, 1976, New York

Prabhupäda: Our men's productive. There must be food production, otherwise how the society will live. That is also a requirement. Good direction required, good government required, good production required, and good worker required. You can explain that there is no understanding of spiritual life. That they are missing the opportunity of human life.

Conversation with Seven Ministers of Andhra Pradesh             August 22, 1976, Hyderabad

So everything is required. It is not that everyone should become brähmaëa. Neither it is possible that everyone should be able to become brähmaëa. It is not so easy thing. But a class of brähmaëa must be maintained. A class of brähmaëa must be there as ideal to consult with them. Similarly, a class of kñatriya must be there, a class of vaiçya must be there. This is called varëäçrama. For the peaceful execution of material life these things are required, division. Just like in your government you have got some different ministerial department. You have introduced, this minister is for this department, this minister... Similarly, the brain department must be there. Without brain, even... Suppose a madman, he has got his hands and legs, but it is useless because the brain is lost. So brain must be there. So this varëäçrama, revival of varëäçrama is required. A class of men, brähmaëa—sattva çamo damas titikñä ärjavaà jïänaà vijïänam ästikyaà brahma-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.42]. As there are different educational system, there must be an educational institute where these things are taught: how to become truthful, how to become self-controlled, how to become full in knowledge, how to become full believer in the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Ästikyam. In this way, as there is necessity of engineer, as there is necessity of medical man, as there is necessity of so many other departmental chiefs, similarly, a department of brähmaëa, a department of kñatriya—that education must be given. But in this age, because nobody is interested, so everyone is çüdra. Kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. Paricaryätmakaà karma çüdra-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. Everyone, all over the world, they are being educated to seek after some good service. Paricarya: he must have a good master; then his education will be... He cannot act independently. So therefore in the çästra it is said that everyone is anxious to get a good job, therefore, kalau çüdra-sambhavaù, in this age almost everyone is çüdra. So if çüdras are there only, if there is no brähmaëa, no kñatriya, no vaiçyas, that society will not prosper very much. If we accept the injunction of the çästra, yaù çästra-vidhim utsåjya vartate käma [Bg. 16.23]. So this brähmaëa, or kñatriya, vaiçya, it is not by birth. It is by qualification. Guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. Guëa. One must acquire the quality of brähmaëa and he must act as a brähmaëa. Then he is brähmaëa. Guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù. Even in çüdra family, if one is born çüdra, but he has attained the quality of a brähmaëa, he must be accepted as brähmaëa. That is the çästra injunction.

yasya yal lakñaëaà proktaà puàso varëäbhivyaïjakam yad anyaträpi dåçyeta tat tenaiva vinirdiçet [SB 7.11.35] Yad anyatra. If the quality of brähmaëa is found in a person who is born in a çüdra family, he should be accepted as brähmaëa. Similarly, if the quality of brähmaëa is found in çüdra or the çüdra quality found in brähmaëa, I mean to say birth, by caste, as it is going on now, so Närada Muni has said... This is the statement of Närada Muni, the greatest authority. Yad anyaträpi dåçyeta tat tenaiva vinirdiçet [SB 7.11.35]. So birth is not the final thing. If one is born in a brähmaëa family or kñatriya family, he has got the facility to become quickly a brähmaëa; but if he has no quality, if he does not practice, then he is not to be accepted as brähmaëa. You may be a son of a high-court judge, but unless you have got the quality of high-court judge, it is not that because you are born of high-court judge you become a high-court judge. That is not, that is not the quality. The quality is... So therefore I say that there must be educational institution for training brähmaëa, kñatriya especially. And vaiçyas, they do not require any academical area. Kåñi-gorakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg 18.44]. They can learn simply by associating with another vaiçya. But brähmaëa, especially require education, Vedic literature. Paöhana-päöhana-yajana-yäjana-däna-pratigrahaù. Kñatriya also requires education. Others, they may not require education. Practical training. These things should be introduced. Then human society will be perfect. Not by birth, but by quality, by education, by training. But that is possible. So your answer...

S.B. 4.22.46 Prthu Maharajas Meeting with the Four Kumaras

The kñatriyas, vaiçyas and çüdras eat their food by virtue of the brähmaëas' mercy. It is the brähmaëas who enjoy their own property, clothe themselves with their own property and give charity with their own property.

PURPORT

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is worshiped with the words namo brahmaëya-deväya, which indicate that the Supreme Lord accepts the brähmaëas as worshipable gods. The Supreme Lord is worshiped by everyone, yet to teach others He worships the brähmaëas. Everyone should follow the instructions of the brähmaëas, for their only business is to spread çabda-brahma, or Vedic knowledge, all over the world. Whenever there is a scarcity of brähmaëas to spread Vedic knowledge, chaos throughout human society results. Since brähmaëas and Vaiñëavas are direct servants of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, they do not depend on others. In actuality, everything in the world belongs to the brähmaëas, and out of their humility the brähmaëas accept charity from the kñatriyas, or kings, and the vaiçyas, or merchants. Everything belongs to the brähmaëas, but the kñatriya government and the mercantile people keep everything in custody, like bankers, and whenever the brähmaëas need money, the kñatriyas and vaiçyas should supply it. It is like a savings account with money which the depositor can draw out at his will. The brähmaëas, being engaged in the service of the Lord, have very little time to handle the finances of the world, and therefore the riches are kept by the kñatriyas, or the kings, who are to produce money upon the brähmaëas' demand. Actually the brähmaëas or Vaiñëavas do not live at others' cost; they live by spending their own money, although it appears that they are collecting this money from others. Kñatriyas and vaiçyas have no right to give charity, for whatever they possess belongs to the brähmaëas. Therefore charity should be given by the kñatriyas and vaiçyas under the instructions of the brähmaëas. Unfortunately at the present moment there is a scarcity of brähmaëas, and since the so-called kñatriyas and vaiçyas do not carry out the orders of the brähmaëas, the world is in a chaotic condition.

S.B. 6.1.6 January 3, 1970 La 
And he was traveling, wandering, and when he met Mahäräja Parékñit he was only sixteen years old and naked, but he is accepted as the spiritual master of this great king because he was full of knowledge. It is a question of knowledge. It is not the question of age. He was only sixteen years old and he was not even properly dressed, but God kindly sent him for instructing this king.

Srimad Bhagavatam 5.5.21-22 
Of the two energies manifest [spirit and dull matter], beings possessing living force [vegetables, grass, trees and plants] are superior to dull matter [stone, earth, etc.]. Superior to nonmoving plants and vegetables are worms and snakes, which can move. Superior to worms and snakes are animals that have developed intelligence. Superior to animals are human beings, and superior to human beings are ghosts because they have no material bodies. Superior to ghosts are the Gandharvas, and superior to them are the Siddhas. Superior to the Siddhas are the Kinnaras, and superior to them are the asuras. Superior to the asuras are the demigods, and of the demigods, Indra, the king of heaven, is supreme. Superior to Indra are the direct sons of Lord Brahma, sons like King Daksha, and supreme among Brahma's sons is Lord Shiva. Since Lord Shiva is the son of Lord Brahma, Brahma is considered superior, but Brahma is also subordinate to Me, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Because I am inclined to the brahmanas, the brahmanas are best of all.

 
Srimad Bhagavatam 5.5.23 - O respectful brahmanas, as far as I am concerned, no one is equal or superior to the brahmanas in this world. I do not find anyone comparable to them. When people know My motive after performing rituals according to the Vedic principles, they offer food to Me with faith and love through the mouth of a brahmana. When food is thus offered unto Me, I eat it with full satisfaction. Indeed, I derive more pleasure from food offered in that way than from the food offered in the sacrificial fire.

S.B. 5.3.17 The word avitatha-gérbhiù means "they whose spoken vibrations cannot be nullified." The brähmaëas (dvija, the twice-born), are given a chance by the çästric regulations to become almost as powerful as the Supreme Lord. 

Whatever a brähmaëa speaks cannot be nullified or changed in any circumstance. According to the Vedic injunctions, a brähmaëa is the mouth of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; therefore in all rituals a brähmaëa is offered food (brähmaëa-bhojana) because when a brähmaëa eats, it is considered that the Supreme Lord Himself eats. Similarly, whatever a brähmaëa speaks cannot be changed. It must act. 

Manu Ch3 v73 They call (these) five sacrifices also, Ahuta, Huta, Prahuta, Brahmya-huta (offered in the digestive fire of Brahmanas), and Prasita. 

v98. An offering made in the mouth-fire of Brahmanas rich in sacred learning and austerities, saves from misfortune and from great guilt. 
Srimad Bhagavatam 3.16.8  -  The conclusion is that if one can feed a brahmana or Vaishnava, it is better than performing hundreds of thousands of sacrifices. In this age, therefore, it is recommended that harer nama - chanting the holy name of God – and pleasing the Vaishnava are the only means to elevate oneself to spiritual life. 
Some Conversation References on Ksatriya
That is not kñatriya. This is demonic. Kñatriyas' business is to see that the four orders of life are maintained properly…

TRANSLATION SB 4.21.22 

King Påthu continued: By the grace of the Supreme Lord I have been appointed the king of this planet, and I carry the scepter to rule the citizens, protect them from all danger and give them employment according to their respective positions in the social order established by Vedic injunction.

PURPORT

A king is supposed to be appointed by the Supreme Personality of Godhead to look after the interests of his particular planet. On every planet there is a predominating person, just as we now see that in every country there is a president. If one is president or king, it should be understood that this opportunity has been given to him by the Supreme Lord. According to the Vedic system, the king is considered a representative of Godhead and is offered respects by the citizens as God in the human form of life. Actually, according to Vedic information, the Supreme Lord maintains all living entities, and especially human beings, to elevate them to the highest perfection. After many, many births in lower species, when a living entity evolves to the human form of life and in particular to the civilized human form of life, his society must be divided into four gradations, as ordered by the Supreme Personality of Godhead in Bhagavad-gétä (cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam, etc. [Bg. 4.13]). The four social orders—the brähmaëas, kñatriyas, vaiçyas and çüdras—are natural divisions of human society, and as declared by Påthu Mahäräja, every man in his respective social order must have proper employment for his livelihood. It is the duty of the king or the government to insure that the people observe the social order and that they are also employed in their respective occupational duties. In modern times, since the protection of the government or the king has been withdrawn, social order has practically collapsed. No one knows who is a brähmaëa, who is a kñatriya, who is a vaiçya or who is a çüdra, and people claim to belong to a particular social order by birthright only. It is the duty of the government to reestablish social order in terms of occupational duties and the modes of material nature, for that will make the entire world population actually civilized. If it does not observe the institutional functions of the four social orders, human society is no better than animal society in which there is never tranquillity, peace and prosperity but only chaos and confusion. Mahäräja Påthu, as an ideal king, strictly observed the maintenance of the Vedic social order.
Prajäyate iti prajä. The word prajä refers to one who takes birth. Therefore Påthu Mahäräja guaranteed protection for prajänäm—all living entities who took birth in his kingdom. Prajä refers not only to human beings but also to animals, trees and every other living entity. It is the duty of the king to give all living entities protection and food. The fools and rascals of modern society have no knowledge of the extent of the responsibility of the government. Animals are also citizens of the land in which they happen to be born, and they also have the right to continue their existence at the cost of the Supreme Lord. The disturbance of the animal population by wholesale slaughter produces a catastrophic future reaction for the butcher, his land and his government.

TRANSLATION S.B. 4.21.24

Any king who does not teach his citizens about their respective duties in terms of varëa and äçrama but who simply exacts tolls and taxes from them is liable to suffer for the impious activities which have been performed by the citizens. In addition to such degradation, the king also loses his own fortune.

PURPORT

A king, governor or president should not take the opportunity to occupy his post without also discharging his duty. He must teach the people within the state how to observe the divisions of varëa and äçrama. If a king neglects to give such instructions and is simply satisfied with levying taxes, then those who share in the collection—namely, all the government servants and the head of the state—are liable to share in the impious activities of the general masses. The laws of nature are very subtle.

The king's duty is that everyone is independently earning his livelihood. That is king's duty. p.232
Morning Walk                            November 21, 1975, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Today the whole world is dominated by demons.

Dr. Patel: Today. The Aryans have become demons.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That... Anyone can become demon. A demon can become Aryan, and Aryan can become demon by culture.

Morning Walk                                April 6, 1974, Bombay

Pariträëäya sädhünäà vinäçäya ca duñkåtäm [Bg. 4.8]. This is kñatriya's business: to establish religious principles and to kill the demons. This is kñatriya's business. 

Morning Walk                        December 12, 1973, Los Angeles

This is their business, çüdra business. Çüdra business. Çüdras, they have no knowledge. They commit mistake over and over. Therefore brähmaëa required to guide the kñatriya, the vaiçya and the çüdra. Therefore they are guru. Otherwise, they will commit mistake, more or less. It is practical.
Room Conversation                             June 11, 1974, Paris

Bhagavän: Or like the politicians, they are afraid to speak because they are afraid that they will be voted out or get no more money to support their...

Prabhupäda: Yes. They're after money. So they are less than çüdras. 

Bhagavad-gétä 1.2-3 London, July 9, 1973

So the Kåñëa consciousness movement is not for the persons who are envious. Envious. It is a movement to train people how to become not envious. It is very first-class scientific movement, yes. Not to become envious. Therefore Çrémad-Bhägavatam in the beginning introduces, dharmaù projjhita-kaitavo atra [SB 1.1.2]. In this Çrémad-Bhägavatam, dharma, religious principles, cheating type of religious principle is completely eradicated, thrown away, projjhita. They are kicked out, projjhita. Just like you collect all the dirty things from the room, sweeping and then kick out, don't keep it within the room. Similarly, cheating type of religious system—kicked out. It is not such religion, "this religion," "that religion." Any religion system, if there is jealousy, that is not religion. Jealousy means... We should understand jealousy, what is jealousy. Jealousy means that you are rightful owner of something; I won't allow you to take it. This is jealousy. This is jealousy. Jealousy, try to understand. Suppose you are rightful owner of something, and I am trying that "You don't own it. I shall own it. Or somebody own it. I shall not allow it." This is jealousy. So what is the rightful ownership of the living entity? That is to be understood. Birthright, what is called birthright. Just like everyone has got right to live under the protection of the government, everyone. That is good government. Government should give security of life and property. That is government. Not only for the human being, but even for the ant. This is government. Not that I give protection to my brother, and not to others. That is not... Just like Parékñit Mahäräja, he was giving protection to the animals also. When he was on his tour, as soon as he saw that a black man was trying to kill one cow, oh, immediately he took his sword, "Who are you? You are trying to kill?"

So this is good government. Unless the government is equal to everyone... Just like God is equal to everyone. The king or the government must be representative of God. Therefore, according to Vedic civilization, king is offered as good respect as to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. King is called nara-deva, nara-deva. That means "God in human form." King is given... Why? Because he acts as the representative of God. He cannot be jealous to any living entity, at least, born in his kingdom. That is called praja. Praja means one who has taken birth, or, in other words, national, national. So that was the duty. So formerly, when there was fight between two kings, it is on the principle that who is giving good protection to the citizens, not for personal profit. Who is able to give good protection, life, security for life and property, he should become king. So these persons, this Dhåtaräñöra and his sons, they were jealous. How they could give protection to the citizens? They are themselves jealous. Just like nowadays, all these politicians, they are jealous. They cannot give any protection to the citizens. They are simply interested with their party politics. They have no time even to think how to give nice protection to the citizens so that they may feel happy always that "We have got good government. There is no cause of anxiety. We have got sufficient food, sufficient protection, sufficient opulence, everything sufficient." That is good government.

Kñatriya's duty is to save the citizen from being injured by others. That is kñatriya. Even an animal. Animal..., just like this Kali was trying to kill cow. Mahäräja Parékñit was on his tour. He saw that a black man was trying to kill a cow. So immediately he took his sword, "Who are you, rascal? You are trying to kill a cow in my kingdom?" That is kñatriya's duty. Kñatriya's duty is to give protection from injury for the safety of the citizen. The citizen must feel safety, that "We have got such a nice king. There is no fear of anything." It is said in the Bhägavatam there was no anxiety. The citizens should feel so much safe, that "We have such a nice king that we have no danger at all. Not being injured, not our property being stolen or injustice given." That is the real government—when the citizens will feel completely safe. That requires kñatriya. Not these cämära, bhangis, and çüdras voted and become the president and minister. That will not be successful. That is not possible. There must be trained-up kñatriyas, then there will be good government. Trained. They should be trained means they should be advised by the brähmaëas. Therefore four divisions required. The brähmaëas have no interest or they have no time. Even a brähmaëa is made king... It is not his business. He may do it for some time, temporarily. Just like Viçvämitra also did. But it is not his business. The brähmaëa should give advice to the ministers or the legislators. They should be all qualified brähmaëas, not paid man.

So formerly the kings were trained up in such a way that one man is sufficient to govern the whole universe, whole..., at least one planet. That was the system. The king was so pious. There are many statement, I mean to say, statements about these king. Why they were pious? Because they were also governed. The kings were governed by first-class brähmaëas, sages. The brähmaëas should not take part in the management of the government, but they would advise the kñatriya kings that "You rule over the citizens like this." If the king would not do that, the brähmaëas had so much power—there are many instances—they will dethrone the king or kill him. But they will not occupy the power themselves. His son will be given the chance. This was the system.

Room Conversation  With David Wynne July 9, 1973, London

Prabhupäda: That king should be a representative of God. That is ideal king. But if he thinks that "This kingdom is my property, and let me enjoy for my sense enjoyment," then it is all gone. If he thinks himself as representative of God... Just like we think. Therefore we are after our disciples: "Do this, do that, do that, do that." We want to see that my disciples also become Kåñëa conscious. Similarly, it is the king's duty to see that every citizen becomes God conscious. Then he is representative of God. That is the first duty. 

The division must be there, and the, it is the duty of the king to see that everyone is discharging according to his responsibility. That is king's duty. 

A brähmaëa is acting exactly like brähmaëa. The kñatriya is acting exactly like kñatriya. A vaiçya is... Like that. It is the duty of a king to see that nobody's unemployed, everyone is engaged in his own occupational duty. That is the... And they must feel security of life, property, anxiety. That is perfect king. Here, at the present moment, nobody is confident whether he'll live after an hour or... You see. Anyone can take your property and life, at any moment. There is no protection. There is no protection. And so far anxiety, there is no length and breadth. People are always full of anxieties. Unemployment. These things should not be there. No unemployment, no anxiety, no feelings of insecurity. And that is good government. [ ]

David Wynne: Has it ever been on earth in the material world perfect with...?

Prabhupäda: Oh yes. Five thousand years ago, it was all perfect. The whole world, this planet, was being ruled by one king. And they were all happy. That is in the history. Five thousand years ago. Maybe less, in three thousand years ago the history was different. The difficulty is that as soon as one is lost of his culture, he becomes an animal. Dharmeëa hénäù paçubhiù samänäù. That is the difference between human being and animal. Human being must be with culture. Animal cannot be cultured. So a human being without culture, he's no better than animal. That culture is lost. They have missed the aim of life.

Revaténandana: They think they have culture.

Prabhupäda: What is this culture? A human being is killing so many animals, innocent animals, is that culture? They are less than animals. Who kills? The tiger kills, ferocious. A human being killing innocent animals... In Christian religion, therefore: "Thou shall not kill." But they are killing only. Where is the culture? Killing culture. That is not culture. What do you think?

David Wynne: It must be so. Yes.

Prabhupäda: Yes. How a human being can kill another human being or another animal unnecessarily? And if you kill, there is law, life for life. But they have made laws for human beings. When an animal is killed, he's not criminal. But in the God laws you cannot avoid that. If you have killed an ant, you must be shot. That is God's law. 

You can avoid man-made law, but you cannot avoid God-made law. That you cannot do. You must be responsible. If you kill an ant even without knowledge, you are responsible. 

Such subtle laws are there. So we must know our responsibility. Without knowledge, if we kill, we are responsible. And with knowledge, there is no question. Where is that culture? 

They advertise, "Live and let live." What is that? Do they do that? Actually? They want to live at the expense of others. Why not let live others? Where is that culture?

Çyämasundara: Now there is a famous cinema being shown called "Live and Let Die."

Prabhupäda: That is good culture. Yes.

Çyämasundara: Favorite. Everyone likes it.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Let others die; you live.

David Wynne: In the Bhagavad-gétä, he still had to... But it didn't matter him killing if it was Kåñëa's responsibility?

Prabhupäda: No. Fighting or killing, when it is done for, under the guidance of Kåñëa, that is a different thing.

David Wynne: Yeah, I see.

Prabhupäda: Just like a soldier fights on behalf of the king, and the more he kills, he gets medal. The same soldier, as soon as kills one man, he's hanged. He cannot say, the soldier, that "In the battlefield I killed hundreds and hundreds men and I was rewarded. Now I have killed only one man, I am being hanged? What is this?" Why? He's hanged. 

Because he killed on his own account.
David Wynne: There's the thing.

Prabhupäda: And in the battlefield he killed on the state's account. He was rewarded. So there is difference between killing.

David Wynne: Yeah.

Prabhupäda: When there is real, righteous fight, for good cause, that fighting is all right. Just like the state gives punishment one person, "This man should be hanged. Kill him." So who is blaming the state, "Oh, the state is killing this man?" That is right. It is good for him. 

In Manu-saàhitä there is good background. So similarly, everything is good when it is done for the good. And God is good. That is Kåñëa conscious move... And everything is bad when it is done for mäyä. That's all. So these wars are declared not for Kåñëa's sake; by the politicians' whims. So they must be responsible for this war.
Bhagavad-gétä 2.36-37                         London, September 4, 1973

So it is the kñatriya. Kñatriya means who gives protection the citizens from being hurt by the irreligious person. That is called kñatriya. Kñat. Kñat means injury, and tra means deliver. Just like Mahäräja Parékñit. When he saw that a black man Kali was going to kill a cow, so he was going to inflict injury to the cow, and immediately Mahäräja Parékñit took his sword, that to give protection to the cow from the injury of black man. So that violence required. Tit for tat. One who is going to commit violence unnecessarily, the king, government, should immediately take the sword and kill that person. That is government's duty. Had it been Vedic culture prevailing now, all these persons who are unnecessarily killing the cows in the slaughterhouse, they would have been killed by the king. "You have done so sinful." So that kind of killing is pious. To give protection innocent citizen or animals from being injured by the rascals, the government or the king should take his sword and kill immediately.

Kñatriya means that... Kñat means injury, and träyate—it is called kñatriya. There are persons who want to do harm to others. It has increased now. But during the time of Mahäräja Parékñit's time, it was not allowed. The king is responsible. The government is responsible that any one of his subject, either animal or man, he is not disturbed, he feels secure of his property, of his person. And it is the duty of kñatriya to save him, to protect. This was the system of government.

S.B. 5.2.1 Purport
Çrémad-Bhägavatam predicts that in Kali-yuga the government will be entrusted with dasyu-dharma, which means the occupational duty of rogues and thieves. Modern heads of state are rogues and thieves who plunder the citizens instead of giving them protection. Rogues and thieves plunder without regard for law, but in this age of Kali, as stated in Çrémad-Bhägavatam, the lawmakers themselves plunder the citizens. 
S.B. 7.11.14 Purport
The king or government may levy taxes upon the citizens in various ways—by revenue duties, customs duties, realization of fines, and so on—provided the king is able to give full protection to his subjects to assure the security of their life and property. Unless he is able to give protection, he cannot levy taxes. However, a king must not levy any tax upon the brähmaëas and the Vaiñëavas fully engaged in Kåñëa consciousness. 
Manu Samhita:                   16.3.12.7 Augmentation; duties & taxes 
As the leech, the calf, and the bee take their food little by little, even so must the king draw from his realm moderate annual taxes. [v.7.129.] 

A fiftieth part of (the increments on) cattle and gold may be taken by the king, and the eighth, sixth, or twelfth part of the crops. [v.7.130.] 

He may also take the sixth part of trees, meat (Ed: sacrificial?), honey, clarified butter, perfumes, (medical) herbs, substances used for flavouring food, flowers, roots, and fruit; [v.7.131.] 

Of leaves, pot-herbs, grass, (objects) made of cane, skins, of earthen vessels, and all (articles) made of stone. [v.7.132.] 

16.3.12.6 Bestowing; protection of the brahmanas 
Though dying (with want), a king must not levy a tax on Srotriyas, and no Srotriya, residing in his kingdom, must perish from hunger. [v.7.133.] 

The kingdom of that king, in whose dominions a Srotriya pines with hunger, will even, ere long, be afflicted by famine. [v.7.134.] 

Having ascertained his learning in the Veda and (the purity of) his conduct, the king shall provide for him means of subsistence in accordance with the sacred law, and shall protect him in every way, as a father (protects) the lawful son of his body. [v.7.135.] 

Whatever meritorious acts (such a Brahmana) performs under the full protection of the king, thereby the king’s length of life, wealth, and kingdom increase. [v.7.136.] 

16.3.12.7 Augmentation; duties & taxes cont. 
Let the king make the common inhabitants of his realm who live by traffic, pay annually some trifle, which is called a tax. [v.7.137.] 

Mechanics and artisans, as well as Sudras who subsist by manual labour, he may cause to work (for himself) one (day) in each month. [v.7.138.] 

Let him not cut up his own root (by levying no taxes), nor the root of other (men) by excessive greed; for by cutting up his own root (or theirs), he makes himself or them wretched. [v.7.139.]
S. B. 4.12.12
Dhruva Mahäräja was endowed with all godly qualities; he was very respectful to the devotees of the Supreme Lord and very kind to the poor and innocent, and he protected religious principles. With all these qualifications, he was considered to be the direct father of all the citizens.

PURPORT

The personal qualities of Dhruva Mahäräja described herein are the exemplary qualities of a saintly king. Not only a king but also the leaders of a modern democratic or impersonal government must be qualified with all these godly characteristics. Then the citizens of the state can be happy. It is clearly stated here that the citizens thought of Dhruva Mahäräja as their father; as a child, depending on the able father, is completely satisfied, so the citizens of the state, being protected by the state or the king, should remain satisfied in every respect. At the present moment, however, there is no guarantee by the government of even the primary necessities of life in the state, namely, the protection of the lives and property of the citizens…The government administration in the present age (Kali-yuga) is bereft of all godly qualities. Considering all these points, the people today have no alternative but to take to Kåñëa consciousness for protection of religion, life and property. 

Room Conversation                 August 10, 1976, Tehran

Nava-yauvana: They are thinking that they are the proprietor.

Prabhupäda: That is their folly, they are not proprietor. They are not proprietor. That is already discussed. Proprietor is the Supreme Lord; you are not proprietor. That is another point. Falsely you are claiming proprietor. How you are proprietor? Everyone can claim proprietor, that is going on. Everyone is claiming proprietor and they are fighting. That is going on. And if you accept God is proprietor and we are dependent on Him, then there is no fight. Tena tyaktena bhuïjéthä, this éça, éçäväsyam verse is perfectly describing, tena tyaktena, you are not proprietor. You accept things what the proprietor has given you, allotted for you. You are not proprietor. Tena tyaktena bhuïjéthä. Do not encroach upon others. Then how you become proprietor? We are falsely claiming proprietorship, we are encroaching upon others' independence. This is our business. How there can be peace? It is not possible. This property is walled, that property is walled. You cannot encroach on the other side of the wall. Then it is criminal, trespassing. The government's duty is to see that nobody's encroaching on others. 

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.22                      Chicago, July 6, 1975

Then kñatriya, next, second-class man. So what is his livelihood? His livelihood: to take tax. The kñatriyas were entrusted certain villages, that "You look after these villages, that the people are becoming well behaved." So kñatriya's business was to see whether brähmaëa is actually acting as brähmaëa, a kñatriya actually acting as kñatriya. This was the ruler's business to see. And to see that nobody is unemployed, nobody is a devil's workshop. Because if you have no business, no occupation, then your brain will plan something. This plan is cauryam and cheating. They had no opportunity to plan all these things. So kñatriya's income is to take some tax. What is that tax? Not in money. But people are engaged in agricultural work, so whatever he has produced, he gives twenty-five percent to the ruler. That's all. That includes income tax, this tax, that tax. No more tax. "Take. Whatever I have got, you take twenty-five percent." So this is kñatriya's occupation, second class.

Bhagavad-gétä 2.36-37 London, September 4, 1973

The killing is there, but the brähmaëa is not going to kill personally. Or the vaiçya is not meant for killing, neither the çüdras. Only the kñatriyas. The kñatriyas should be so trained up. Just like in USA there is some trouble in recruiting soldiers, because... Why the difficulty is? The difficulty is the training is like çüdras. The young men are trained up like çüdras, how they can fight? Therefore they are afraid. They try to avoid fighting. Because there is no division. Everyone, in this age, everyone is çüdra. How you can expect a çüdra will be encouraged to fight? That is not possible. Therefore real social structure should be four divisions, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra. Brähmaëa, fully engaged for enlightenment of the people, knowledge, spiritual knowledge. They are meant for that. They will cultivate that knowledge personally, paöhana päöhana, and make students. Brahminical class. Similarly kñatriya. They should be trained up in politics, in fighting, not to flee away from fighting. These are the training of the kñatriyas. Similarly, vaiçyas, they should be trained up how to cultivate, grow foodgrains, how to give protection to the cows. And çüdras are meant for simply serving these higher class, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra. That is the program.
So while the brähmaëas were writing horoscope, so Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira's anxiety was... They were describing, "This child will be so, such a great hero, he will do this..." And it was mentioned that "He will die also, being cursed by a brähmaëa." That was... So Yudhiñöhira Mahäräja did not take care of that, how he will die. He simply took care how he will live. He inquired from the learned brähmaëas, "Whether this child will be exactly prototype of our dynasty? Because this is a... Kuru dynasty is the paramparä system of emperors, all-perfect. So whether this child will be like that?" That was his inquiry, first. So all the brähmaëas replied, "Yes, sir, this is just quite fit, your family." Therefore it is said here that susamaà guëaiù: "By quality, exactly like Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira."

So unless one is qualified, highly qualified, how he can be installed as the head of the executive of the state or the world? And this has been given charge to a third-class voters who have no character. So how you can expect the elected persons to be perfect? That is not possible. This is not the system. This is the system. The head of the state should be perfect and the next head should be selected by this perfect head of the state, not by the rascal voters. This is perfection. If the head of the state is perfect, then naturally the citizens will be perfect. Because all the laws are there. If the head of the state says, "No more meat-eating," all slaughterhouses will be closed. If the head of the state says, "No more intoxication," then all the cigarette factories and liquor factories will be closed. Is it not? Because... So therefore the head must be perfect. Then yad yad äcarati çreñöhas tat tad evetaro janaù [Bg. 3.21]. In the Bhagavad-gétä it is said that "What the chief man beùaves, others will follow." Therefore it is called leader, leader.

So you have read in Bhägavatam about the reign of Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, how perfect it was. That at that time the cows were supplying so much milk, the bag was packed with milk, that where the cows were moving milk was dropping, and the pasture ground became muddy with milk, so much milk was being supplied. And it is said, sarva-käma-dughä mahé. And exactly in right time, the right quantity of rainfall was there. Not like nowadays, sometimes there is no rain and there is sometimes excessive rain, flood. What the scientist can do? They cannot check. These regulative principles depend on nature. And nature is being conducted by the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

mayädhyakñeëa prakåtiù süyate sa-caräcaram hetunänena kaunteya jagad viparivartate

 [Bg. 9.10]

This cosmic manifestation is going regularly. The sun is rising exactly at the time, it is setting exactly..., the seasons are coming exactly, under the order of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. So when the king is a debauch or the president is a debauch, and the citizens are also debauch, there is restriction of supply by nature, under the order of the Supreme. Just like there is now petroleum problem. Now, by the order of the Supreme, the restriction is there. Now they are howling, cowling. You see? So everything will rest, tasmin tuñöe jagat tuñöa. If you keep Kåñëa satisfied, if you all become devotees, Kåñëa consciousness, there is no question of scarcity. There is no question of scarcity. There is immense supply. Eko yo bahünäà vidadhäti kämän.

…So the emperor should be representative of God. He should be qualified, fully qualified. That was the Vedic system. Monarchy, but fully qualified. Therefore he could maintain the kingdom. The citizens were fully qualified, so qualified that they did not suffer even from disease, excessive heat, excessive coldness, no. Very peaceful. Supply was properly... Sarva-käma-dughä mahé. Everything was being supplied. Whatever you want, that is supplied through the earth, throughout the earth. …

So who will control? If the king, the head of the government is perfect, then he will control. So that is all gone. Therefore we are suffering. Therefore Yudhiñöhira Mahäräja, first business is, before appointing his grandson, he was very eager to know, "Whether he is competent, exactly my representative?" This is the business of the king. And toya-névyäù patim. Toya-névyäù patim means the whole world, not the modern India, a few yards of land, no. The India was governing. India, the king or the emperor of Hastinäpura, he was the emperor. Now, seven seas, seven islands, they are mentioned in the Vedic literature. Seven islands. So the emperor would be emperor of the whole earth and there was everywhere the Vedic culture. Everywhere the Vedic culture was, more or less, principally in that part which is known as India. But in other parts also, the Vedic culture was there. And the Europeans, they belonged to the kñatriya family, and the Americans also coming from them. Now, in due course of time, five thousand years, there is no history. The modern history can give detail up to three thousand years. They do not know what is beyond three thousand years. But you can get history of the human society for millions of years from Vedic literature, not poor fund of knowledge, only two thousand years or three thousand years. Just like this Yudhiñöhira Mahäräja was emperor five thousand years ago. So this is the history. That is Mahäbhärata. This is their characteristic. It is stated in Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Everything is there. These rascal scholars, they say that these literatures within 1,500 years or like that. No. That is not accepted by us or our äcäryas. That is not accepted. There are many evidences, archaeological evidences also.

So five thousand years ago the king was so perfect, and there was one king who was ruling all over the... In the Battlefield of Kurukñetra, from all parts of the world, the subordinate kings they joined to cooperate with either of the parties, Päëòavas and the Kurus….

He was emperor of the whole world. So he's giving up that. Not that a teeny village or something. No. And that empire also, without any disturbance. He was so powerful that nobody could go against him. Räjye ca avikale. Avikale. Vikala means "broken" or "disturbed." But his kingdom was never broken or disturbed. Now the whole world is broken and disturbed, at the present moment. They have got so many countries, independent countries. That means the world is broken into pieces. Formerly there was no such piecework. One world, one king. One God, Kåñëa. One scripture, Vedas. One civilization, varëäçrama-dharma. Not very far away. They are giving history of... They are studying the earth layer, but while they were studying earth layer from millions years, and millions of years there was perfect civilization. Perfect civilization, God conscious. Happy civilization. Now they are broken, disturbed. It was not the case formerly.

Room Conversation with Sandy Nixon   July 13, 1975  Philadelphia

Jayatértha: How to get a God conscious leader?

Sandy Nixon: God conscious president.

Prabhupäda: Yes, if you train people to become God conscious, then naturally president will come, God conscious. If you train people like hogs and dogs, then the president will be hogs and dogs because it is democracy. (laughter) Therefore we have taken the task to train people how to become godly. Then naturally the president will come godly. If people decide that "We shall not cast our vote to any man who is not Kåñëa conscious," then the Kåñëa conscious man will come. But people are not trained up. They are fools, so they elect another fool, big fool. That's all. How you can be happy? Just like in the forest the small animals like cats and dogs and asses, they are very much afraid of the lion, tiger. And they accept lion as the king of forest. But he may be lion or tiger and elected by asses and cats and dogs, but he is nothing but animal. Will any human being accept the lion as human being? No. He knows that he is an animal. Maybe he is voted by the small animals. So that is the position. At the present moment the mass of people are kept in their animal consciousness. And therefore they elect another big animal to become president. Their idea is to have animal strength, jaws and nails and very powerful—"Oh, he is God," or "He is president." They cannot select anyone else. But formerly, in the Vedic civilization, a king was elected by the first-class men of the society, the saintly persons, the brähmaëas. They did not take part in politics, but they recommended that "This man should..." Just like Kåñëa. He wanted Yudhiñöhira must be the king. Because king is supposed to be God's representative, how to rule over, not that these cats and dogs will find out a lion and vote him to the chair. That is not the process. Your modern process is that the electors, they are not trained up, and they elect another big animal to become the president. Therefore it is failure. All over the world this is going on. This so-called democracy... Unless people are very much trained up, the election by the mass is not very good. Rather, a first-class men, they should nominate that "This man should be president." That will be nice. Your question was "How to find out president, good"? So this is the process. So there is no intelligent class of man. That is the difficulty. Who is trying to control his mind, control his senses? This is the first condition to become a first-class man. As soon as a man sees a beautiful woman, immediately his mind is agitated. Where is the control? And as soon as the mind is agitated, the senses are agitated. And this is the first condition of the first-class man, that he should not be agitated in his mind, and agitated by senses. This is the first condition. So where is that school who is training to, how to control the mind, how to control the senses, how to become truthful, how to become cleansed, internally, externally. These are the signs of first-class men. So we are trying our little bit to make some men as first class. This is our teeny effort. We are not patronized by any interested person, neither by the government. By our own effort we are trying. So far big, big man, leaders, they are thinking, "This is all useless." And because they have taken these things are useless, now they are facing problems, "Crime. Why? What to do?" And it is said there... Find out this verse. Stréñu duñöäsu värñëeya. Not... Bhagavad-gétä, you do not know where is this. He has got it. Stréñu duñöäsu. These are very serious question. If you want to study them seriously, everything, direction, is there.
Morning Talk April 25, 1977, Bombay

Vivekananda, so on, so on, so on, so on... They are not guru. They are not missionaries. They do not know. They have no knowledge. And missionaries? You see? The so-called politicians, philosopher, religionists, rascals, distorting the meaning of Bhagavad-gétä. And yato mata tato patha. And "I like. Whatever I like, I can speak, and that is supported." What is this? Chaotic condition. There is no standard. We are giving the standard, Bhagavad-gétä As It Is. And Gandhi said, "Oh, how can I stop cow-killing? It is their religion." Just see. Such a rascal. "My religion is to kill others, and it should be supported by the government." Such a foolish man, they are on the government power. Parékñit Mahäräja, did he consider that? "So you are killing cow? You must be killed." That's all. Life for life. "It is my religion, sir." "Then get out here! Get out of my kingdom! Perform your religion outside." This is king. This is government. He said like that, Kali. You know?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: "Yes, all right, I don't interfere with your business, but not... You leave my kingdom. Get out."

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes. Kali said that "You have given me nowhere to live now, 'cause in your kingdom there is no such place."

Prabhupäda: Yes. "Therefore I say, get out from my kingdom. I don't care for your religion or business, but you cannot do within my kingdom." And that is king. If I have to flatter you for vote, "Yes, whatever you like, you can do. Give me vote," is that government?

Tamäla Kåñëa: No.

Prabhupäda: I follow this. To accept me as guru I have to flatter you—I don't follow. If you want to hear me, then you become my disciple. Otherwise go to hell. Don't want. Here many big men came. And big men means the businessmen, big... I refused "If you cannot follow the instructions..." 

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.16.22 Hawaii, January 18, 1974

Here we see Mahäräja Parékñit, as soon as he saw that a cow was being attempted to be killed, immediately he took his sword..., "What are you, nonsense? You are killing my citizen." This is good government. This is good government. Why the cow is not national? He's also, she's also born in the land; so she's as important a national as you are. Kåñëa has given her the grass to eat. She's not interfere, interfering with your food. Why? What right you have got to kill? You have got your own food. The cow has got the grass for her food. You have got food grains. You have got... Cow is giving you milk, just to give her protection, that "You take my blood, turn into milk. Please do not kill me." So why these things are happening? Because there is rascal government. Kalinä upasåñöän. Rascal government. So one should lament that this, "We are under this rascal government, under the rascal guru, rascal father. But who are meant for giving protection, they are all rascals. This is our position." This is called Kali-yuga. This is Kali-yuga.

Morning Walk -- March 7, 1974, Mäyäpura

Prabhupäda: Everyone will understand. Hare Kåñëa. That is proved. We are going to Africa. We are going to Canada, Europe, America. Everyone chants Hare Kåñëa. That is the language. When a young man and young woman loves one another, there is no question of language. My Guru Mahäräja used to say that "Suppose you are in a foreign country. You do not know the language. But when there is fire, you get friends without any language." You see? In the beginning of British rule, there were not very many English-knowing Indians so a clerk in his office was working. So monkey came and he scattered the office papers. So after the monkey was driven away, he was collecting the papers. In the meantime, his English boss came. "What is this, man?" So he could not say. He began to jump. You see. "Monkey, sir. Monkey, sir. (laughter) Monkey, sir." "All right. All right. That's all right." Simply to inform, without any language, you can jump, "Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa." And he will understand. Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa... (Bengali)

Guest: (Bengali)

Prabhupäda: [break] (Bengali) Hare Kåñëa and dance. Do this. [break] ...and for constructing four buildings like that. [break] Kåñëa took part in politics. So what is His politics? What is His sociology? What is His culture?

Guest: Support the right minority?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Guest: Support the right minority?

Prabhupäda: There is no question of minority. Support the right person. Kåñëa supported Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira in place of Duryodhana. So formerly it was monarchy. That is perfect politics. This democracy is useless. It has proved. One man, the king, he should be properly educated how to rule, what is the aim of ruling, how the people will be, I mean to say, culturally elevated, what is that culture. [break] There was a consulting board of learned brähmaëas and saintly persons. They would advise the monarch how to rule.

Jayapatäkä: This is... This is the land here.

Prabhupäda: This is the land?

Jayapatäkä: Yeah, we're walking over it. We're going through... [break]

Çyämasundara: Elizabeth, in England, she's got a..., what she calls a "think-tank" or a board of advisors who meet and advise her on different policies.

Prabhupäda: Privy council.

Çyämasundara: Something like that. It's called a "think-tank". She's named it. It's presided over by Lord, Lord Goodman.

Prabhupäda: No, no. The thing is, unless the people are Kåñëa conscious, either this board or that board, that will not help. First of all, people should know what is the aim of life, what is culture, how the human activity should be directed. The people should know first of all this. Otherwise, changing from frying pan to the fire, it is useless. That is going on. That change, revolution, is going on. Just like the Russian people, they changed the Czarist government into communist government, revolution, but still, they're unhappy. They're trying to change by another revolution. This is going on. Punaù punaç carvita-carvaëänäm [SB 7.5.30]. This is described in the çästra as "chewing the chewed." Or the same simple philosophy: "This side of stool is better than that side." So he keeps the whole thing, stool. "This side, the dry side, is better and the moist side, wet side, is bad." This is no philosophy. It, it must not be stool. It must be gold. Then it is all right, this side or that side. That philosophy, that the dry side of stool is better than the wet side, this will not help. So first, first of all, human society must know what is the aim of life. Na te viduù svärtha-gatià hi viñëum [SB 7.5.31]. We are part and parcel of God, Kåñëa, Viñëu. We are suffering on account of our relationship with God. This is the cause of our suffering. Then we have to make plan how to revive our lost relationship with God. Then the... Everything is there in the Vedic literature. All directions are there. So we have to... Just like when we are in danger, we consult some learned man or physician or a lawyer, similarly we have to consult the Vedic culture, how perfect it is. 

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.8.40                    Mäyäpura, October 20, 1974

So (reading:) "The more we go on increasing such troublesome industries to squeeze out the vital energy of the human being, the more there will be unrest and dissatisfaction..."—that is practical—"...of the people in general, although a few only can live lavishly by exploitation." So our Kåñëa consciousness movement is all-round. If people understand that this is a religious movement... No. Religious movement is different thing. Kåñëa consciousness movement... Kåñëa. It is not our manufactured ideas. Kåñëa speaks in the Bhagavad-gétä to make people Kåñëa conscious in every way. He's suggesting how to live, annäd bhavanti bhütäni; [Bg. 3.14] how the division of the society should be made, cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù; [Bg. 4.13] everything, social, political and... Political also. He is enthusing Arjuna, "You must fight. They are... They have committed so much injustice upon you. So you must fight. Don't consider that he is your brother, he is your..." Even when Arjuna said, "Yes. This is all right. I'll fight with my enemies, but how can I kill Bhéñmadeva? He is not my enemy. He's my maintainer, my grandfather. We lost our father at early age. He took care. How can I kill? How can I kill my teacher, Droëäcärya?" But Kåñëa supported that "You must kill them." "Why?" "Because they have taken the wrong side. Because Bhéñmadeva, in spite of his becoming so learned, still, he has gone to the side of the Duryodhana, and simply for matter of getting some money, maintenance."

And actually Bhéñmadeva went to the side of Duryodhana, considering that "These people are maintaining me. How can I give up their company at times of danger?" That is also another consideration. So similarly, Droëäcärya, although he's guru, teacher of military art, he also went to Duryodhana's side for money. So therefore... Karëa... Nobody came to this side. So Kåñëa was doing justice, that He was... This is politics, "Tit for tat." This is politics. Çaöhe çäöhyamäcaret.(?) Cäëakya Paëòita says. "If somebody is çaöha"—çaöha means very cunning—"so you should be also cunning." This is politics. You should not be, at that time, a brähmaëa, liberal. No. So the idea is that in the Bhagavad-gétä Kåñëa teaches everything very rightly, properly. The whole Vedic literature is meant for that, not one-sided.

Morning Walk                                March 11, 1975, London

Brahmänanda: Candidate, someone to stand for the election.

Prabhupäda: You cannot do anything. Unless you turn the mass of people Kåñëa conscious, what you will do there? Suppose one man is elected. All demons. What he will do there? Therefore the first thing is that turn the people Kåñëa conscious, and when they will vote, that is shortened (certain?) Otherwise, it is waste of time. (end)

Morning Walk                             February 2, 1977, Bhuvaneçvara

Prabhupäda: Who is cheating? They're cheating. Just see. They are working hard; they are cheating. And they, by taxation getting money and living very comfortable, they are not cheating.

Gargamuni: They are greater cheaters.

Prabhupäda: Yes. This is Kali-yuga.

dudha gali gali phire surä baitale vikära

dhanya kali-yuga teri lélä duùkha läge haspar(?)

Tulasé däsa has said, "In the Kali-yuga, dudha, milk—no customer. And surä, wine-baitale vikära.(?) It is sitting down in one place, and customers are going there: "Give me. Give me one after another, one after..." Surä, wine, is so impure that it should not be touched. That is selling in one place very comfortably. Dudha? Gali gali phire: "Will you take milk? Will you take milk?" Dudha gali gali phire surä baitale vikära, dhanya kali-yuga teri lélä. Kali-yuga dhanya tomära.(?) "Your pastime..." Duùkha läge haspar, "I am very sorry, but at the same time, I am laughing." (laughs) "Although I am very sorry, but still, I am laughing." This is Kali-yuga. dudha gali gali phire surä baitale vikära  dhanya kali-yuga teri lélä duùkha läge haspar(?)

Bhagavad-gétä 4.1                                 Montreal, August 24, 1968

So this science was spoken first of all to Vivasvän, the sun-god. He spoke to his son Manu, and Manu spoke to his son Ikñväku. And in the second verse, the Lord says, evaà paramparä-präptam: "In this way, by disciplic succession," evaà paramparä-präptam. That means the process of understanding this particular type of yoga—any yoga or this yoga—is to understand from disciplic succession. Paramparä. Evaà paramparä-präptam imaà räjarñayo viduù [Bg. 4.2]. Räjarñayaù means all the names mentioned here, either Vivasvän or Manu or Ikñväku. They were all great emperors and kings. Formerly the emperors and kings were familywise. Just like... At least, in England you have got the king by familywise. In every country it was... Now monarchy is abolished. So these kñatriyas, they were qualified. There was no question of democracy. At the present moment, by democracy if somebody can some way or other acquire some votes he becomes the chief man, but formerly the practice was that a qualified man who is trained, a king, he was on the seat. They were called räjarñi. Räjarñi means practically they were sages. Just like Mahäräja Janaka. There were many kings, ideal kings. Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, Mahäräja Rämacandra. Many kings. Even Mahäräja Parékñit, five thousand years before he was so responsible king that when he was on tour he saw that one cow was being attempted to be killed, and the cow was crying. At once the king stopped, "Who are you? In my kingdom a cow is crying? I shall immediately kill you." So the king was so responsible that even animal was not allowed to be dissatisfied, what to speak of man. So they were so responsible. Therefore they were called räjarñi. Räjarñi. And it is particularly, everything, knowledge is meant for high class of men. Low class of men, what they will understand?

So this Bhagavad-gétä was spoken to the räjarñis, the great kings who were just like saints and sages. They were on the throne, but they were all, I mean to say, dedicated souls for the peace and prosperity of the people. Just like Mahäräja Parékñit. When he was born, this Mahäräja Parékñit is the... What is called? Posthumous son? Born after the death of his father? What is called, English word? Posthumous. So his father died before his birth. In the Battle of Kurukñetra there were two parties, cousin-brothers fighting. So Mahäräja Parékñit's father, Abhimanyu, the son of Arjuna, he was only sixteen-years-old boy, but he was fortunately married. His marriage is also very peculiar. The daughter was... Uttarä was offered to Arjuna, but Arjuna said that "This girl, I have treated her as my student." He was teacher. "I cannot marry. She is my daughter." So then Arjuna said, "I have got grown-up son. I'll arrange her marriage with my son." So Uttarä was married with his son at the age of sixteen years. The boy and the girl, both were sixteen years old, and they were married. Fortunately, when the battle was going on, this boy was also called to fight, and the girl was pregnant. But the boy never returned. He died in the battlefield. So Parékñit Mahäräja remained in the womb of his mother.

So after the Battle of Kurukñetra, everyone died. That child was the only, I mean to say, descendant of the whole Kuru dynasty. So he was very carefully protected, and the attempt was made to kill this child also by the other party, but Kåñëa saved him. Anyway, when the child was born, Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, his grandfather... Five grandfathers, no son. Only one grandson. So the system is when a child is born, great paëòitas and brähmaëas are called to ascertain the future history of the child. Näma-karaëa. What is called? There is a particular name. So Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira was very much anxious to know how this child will be affectionate to his praja. Just see. The astrologer was speaking so many things about the child, that "He'll be like this, he'll be like this, he'll be like this." But he was anxious that "Whether he'll be worthy of our dynasty." Because in this dynasty, this sürya-vaàça, all the kings were just like father of the citizens, "Whether he'll be like that or he'll be exploiter?" Then the brähmaëas explained, "No, this child will be like this," and actually he was that.

So these räjarñis, they were great personalities. They were, although on the royal throne, they were not for luxury and tax collecting. No. They were just exactly like real father. Always thinking of the happiness of the prajäs. It was actual democracy. There was committee of the brähmaëas who guided the king, and the king was, I mean to say, control over the citizens by the guidance of the brähmaëas. This was the system. 

Room Conversation with Two Lawyers and Guest—May 22, 1975, Melbourne

idaà hi puàsas tapasaù çrutasya vä sviñöasya süktasya ca buddhi-dattayoù avicyuto 'rthaù kavibhir nirüpito

yad-uttamaçloka-guëänuvarëanam [SB 1.5.22]

Çrutakérti: What is it, idaà hi...

Prabhupäda: Puàsaù. Yes, the direction is... Read it.

Çrutakérti: Idaà hi puàsas tapasaù çrutasya vä...

"Learned circles have positively concluded that the infallible purpose of the advancement of knowledge, namely austerities, study of the Vedas, sacrifice, chanting of hymns and charity, culminates in the transcendental descriptions of the Lord, who is defined in choice poetry."

Prabhupäda: The advancement of knowledge in any department, that is very good. But what is the aim? The aim is to glorify the Supreme Lord. Just like you are lawyer. You gave us help in some difficulty time. Why? Because you wanted to continue glorification of the Lord, that "These men are doing nice. Why they should be harassed?" So that means you helped glorification of the Lord. So that's your success as a lawyer. So anyone who helps this movement, that "They are spreading Kåñëa consciousness, God consciousness. They should be helped in all respect," that is the perfection. Everything is required, but it should be culminated in the matter of glorifying the Supreme. Then it is perfect. In another place... Find out this verse,

ataù pumbhir dvija-çreñöhä varëäçrama-vibhägaçaù svanuñöhitasya dharmasya saàsiddhir hari-toñaëam

 [SB 1.2.13]

Just like you have helped this institution in a difficult position. That means you have pleased Kåñëa. That is your success. My devotees are in difficulty.

They wanted some legal help. You, as a lawyer, helped them, so you have pleased Kåñëa, God. That is the aim of life. Whether by my work in different spheres, as a lawyer, as a businessman, or as a scholar, as a philosopher, as a scientist, as an economist... There are so many demands. It doesn't matter. But you should see whether you are successful. And what is the standard of success? The standard of success is whether you have pleased God. You read this. Ataù pumbhir dvija-çreñöhäù...

Çrutakérti: Ataù...

Prabhupäda: Pumbhir.

Çrutakérti: Ataù pumbhir dvija-çreñöhäù.

Prabhupäda: Hmm. Find out this verse.

Çrutakérti:

ataù pumbhir dvija-çreñöhä varëäçrama-vibhägaçaù svanuñöhitasya dharmasya saàsiddhir hari-toñaëam

"Oh best among the twice-born, it is therefore concluded that the highest perfection one can achieve by discharging his prescribed duties, dharma, according to caste divisions and order of life, is to please the Lord, Hari."

Prabhupäda: That is religion. That should be developed, that "Whether by my profession, by my business, by my talent, by my capacities..." There are different categories. "Whether I have pleased God?" Then it is successful. If you have pleased God by your legal profession—you are in a different dress—it doesn't matter. You are as good as they are whole time only serving God. Because their business is also to please God. Similarly, if you have pleased God, then even by practicing your law, you are as good as the saintly person. That should be the aim, "Whether I have pleased God with my professional duty or occupational duty?" That is the standard. Let people take up this. We don't say that "You change your position. You become a sannyäsé or you give up your profession and become bald-headed." No, we don't say that. (laughs) We are by nature. (laughter) So this is Kåñëa consciousness, that you remain in your position, but see whether by your discharge of duties you have pleased God.

Then everything will be all right.

Guest 3: I think this is the attitude to certainly my religion, where we believe that through the profession, the way you mention it, we are doing things towards God. And even in the ordinary days of the week, that you could be doing or generally making life in a way to please God. And that's my belief because my religion has the same belief as what you've just been mentioning, that even through the running of the professions and all the practice of the profession is one way of helping people. And because you are helping people you are in fact doing something that God wants.

Prabhupäda: No, not general people.

Guest 3: It's the indirect way because God wants people to be happy. Now, if you can help people, if you can help people as people, surely that means that you must be pleasing God.

Prabhupäda: No, first of all... Suppose you are a lawyer, and some man has committed murder, and he wants your help. And suppose by your legal tricks you save him. So that will not please God. (laughter)

Guest 3: You've got a different consideration here.

Guest 2: You've got a lot of places and names for that.

Guest 3: We've got a different consideration here, you see, because the law that we have is very different from God's law. And I think that... [break]

Prabhupäda: You must accept God's law, not the people's law.

Guest 1: Well, the problem is that we're confined by the state law here just as the boys with the flowers. Now, maybe in Kåñëa's law they did nothing wrong, but they were still subjected to being taken away like that.

Prabhupäda: Yes, but he saved them. He saved them.

Guest 3: Now wait a minute. I want to get this thing straight, if I may. One boy was charged. Now, I don't care what happened or where the flowers came from. I was told and I believe that that particular boy was not involved. Now, someone else may have been. But as far as I was concerned, I believed that the boy that they got was not involved himself. Now, I'm not saying that some other people were not involved. But I think that that particular boy, I am satisfied... Do you agree with this, Wally?

Guest 1: Yeah, but even if you had been told that that boy did it, your job would have been to...

Guest 3: If they say that boy... If I was told, "Look, that boy did it," then the case would have been done completely differently because then you can't then go around and say, "Look, he didn't do it." So it's a different approach, different approach altogether you see. But as far as... I just wanted to get that thing straight, as far as that particular boy. But according to the law in here, we have to operate within our law. Now, true it is that outside of it, you have got the question of God's law. But I'm not that kind of lawyer. I'm not involved with God's law.

Prabhupäda: No, I... I know that. That is not...

Guest 3: I can only operate with the tools that I have.

Guest 1: But even if you are a church, if you are a church-goer it makes it very interesting because you're subject to that church law.

Guest 3:. Well, I'm a church-going person.

Guest 1: What happens in the situation where somebody has committed a murder?

Guest 3: Nothing. It's... Look...

Guest 1: It's a matter of church conscience.

Guest 3: It's nothing. It's got nothing to do... I'm not there to judge...

Guest 1: This was the example given.

Guest 3: I'm not there to judge. All I'm there to do is to do a job. Someone else has got the unfortunate task of having to judge people. I don't have to do that, so I don't decide.

Prabhupäda: No, we can judge from the standard laws. India still, if one has very good garden and flowers, if somebody goes, "Sir, I want to take some flowers from your garden for worshiping God," "Yes, you can take." They will be very glad....()

Prabhupäda: But if people would have been God conscious, they would have excused, "Oh, they have come for God's service. All right, you can take." Therefore the first business is to make people God conscious. Then everything is adjusted. Yasyästi bhaktiù, there is a verse in Bhägavata, 

yasyästi bhaktir bhagavaty akiïcanä sarvair guëais tatra samäsate suräù

haräv abhaktasya kuto mahad-guëä manorathenäsati dhävato bahiù

 [SB 5.18.12]

The meaning is that "Anyone who is God conscious, a devotee, he has got all the good qualities. What we consider as good qualities, he has got. And similarly, one who is not a devotee of God, he has no good qualities because he will hover on the mental platform. There are different platform: bodily concept of life, general, "I am this body. Therefore my business is to satisfy the senses." This is bodily concept of life. And others, they are thinking, "I am not this body. I am mind." So they are going on mental speculation like philosophers, thoughtful men.

And above that, there is intelligent class of men, practicing some yoga. And spiritual platform means above that. First bodily concept, gross, then mental, then intellectual, then spiritual. So this Kåñëa consciousness movement is on the spiritual platform, above body, mind and intelligence. But actually, we should come to that platform. Because we are spirit soul, we are neither this body nor this mind nor this intelligence. So one who is on the platform of spiritual consciousness, they have got everything, intelligence, proper use of mind, proper use of the body. Just like a millionaire, he has got all the lower grade possession. Ten rupees or hundred rupees or hundred pounds—he has got all, everything. Similarly, if we try to make an attempt to bring people on the platform of God consciousness, then he is possessing all other qualities: how to take care of the body, how to use the mind, how to use intelligence, everything. But it is not possible that everyone should become God conscious.

That is not possible. Because there are different grades. But at least one class of men should remain in the society as ideal, God conscious. Just like for our usual life we require lawyers, we require engineer, we require medical practitioner, we require so many, similarly, in the society there must be a class of men who are fully God conscious and ideal. That is necessary. Just like in your body you have got hands, legs, belly, but the head must be there. If your head is cut off, then, despite you have got hands, legs, and belly, it is useless. So this attempt, Kåñëa consciousness movement, is an attempt to keep at least one class of men, ideal devotee, ideal character. At least, people will see, "Oh, here is an ideal character." That is required. That is described in the Çrémad-..., Bhagavad-gétä, how to create a first-class man. Just like we have got educational institution for giving instruction on law or medical science or engineering, similarly, there must be an institution to make first-class devotee, ideal man.

That is necessary.

Guest 2: I think the problem in western society, because in western society if you're not the head, then you're inferior.

Prabhupäda: Hmm?

Guest 2: If you're not the head, you're inferior. In Indian society that's not so.

Prabhupäda: Who shall be the head?

Guest 2: All want to be heads, in one way or another.

Prabhupäda: What is that?

Amogha: He says that we all want to be heads.

Prabhupäda: No. That is a very good idea, but the leg is also required. If you simply keep the head and there is no leg, then it is incomplete. Everything is required. To keep the body fit you require head, you require arms, you require belly, you require leg. That is the system of varëäçrama-dharma. In India you have heard that there is a class, brähmaëa. Now it is now broken. But this is the Vedic civilization, that one class of men should be the brähmaëas, first class. One class of man should be kñatriya, the administrators, politicians. One class of man should be food producer, vaiçya. And one class of man should be laborer, who has no brain but he can assist the other three.

Guest 2: The ideal in western societies is all people should be equal.

Prabhupäda: No, that is not ideal and neither it is possible. Not that everyone is going to be lawyer. Even though everyone has got the ambition to become a first-class lawyer and earn like anything, but that is not possible. So therefore it requires selection, who will become a lawyer, who will become a scientist, who will become a medical man...

Guest 2: In our society you are taught in school that if you try hard enough, you can become prime minister.

Prabhupäda: No, no, there is no harm. You become prime minister. But I say that not everyone is capable to become prime minister. That has to be. If one man is not capable and if he takes education to become, he will waste his time.

Guest 2: But once you have the idea in your head that you can be prime minister, you don't want to be a laborer.

Prabhupäda: Then you become. But if he is a loafer and he wants to become prime minister, then it will create havoc. Just like in America. He was not fit for the president's post. Nixon was elected. Then again he has to be dragged down. We say the fit man should go to become a particular...

Guest 2: Our system, I think is not very good. But everyone is taught this way in our system.

Prabhupäda: No, there must be... Just like first-class men. They should judge for which purpose this man is. Practical psychology there is. I think. They can decide like that. Anyway, the society must have all divisions of men, and then the society is perfect. We have already many divisions, but we are lacking one division, that, the first-class men, first-class ideal men. That is lacking.

Guest 1: I think everybody acknowledges that.

Prabhupäda: Yes, that first-class man is stated here. Read that.

Amogha:

çamo damas tapaù çaucaà kñäntir ärjavam eva ca jïänaà vijïänam ästikyaà brahma-karma svabhäva-jam

 [Bg. 18.42]

Translation: "Peacefulness, self-control, austerity, purity, tolerance, honesty, wisdom, knowledge, and religiousness—these are the qualities by which the brähmaëas work."

Prabhupäda: So we have to train men like that.

Guest 1: I don't think anybody would disagree with anyone of those.

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Guest 1: I don't think anybody would disagree with any one of those.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So as you are training lawyer, as you are training medical man, you can train some men like that. It is possible. If you train from the childhood, it is possible. It doesn't matter from which family he is coming, but it will require, trained up. Just like you have been trained up as lawyer, it doesn't matter from which family you have... It may be lawyer's family or engineer's family. It doesn't matter. But training. So at the present moment, to make the society perfect, a class of men should be trained as it is described here. That is Kåñëa consciousness movement. And if the first-class men are there, people will consult them, people will follow them, the whole society will be nice.

Guest 2: What about soldiers?

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Guest 2: Soldiers?

Prabhupäda: Soldiers, they should be also trained up. They are being trained up. Kñatriyas. Just read the kñatriya...

Amogha:

çauryaà tejo dhåtir däkñyaà yuddhe cäpy apaläyanam dänam éçvara-bhävaç ca kñätraà karma svabhäva-jam

Translation: "Heroism power, determination, resourcefulness, courage in battle, generosity, and..."

Prabhupäda: Courage in battle.

Guest 2: American soldiers.

Prabhupäda: No, whoever may be. Not that I sit down in my armchair and I give direction. The poor soldiers are fighting. No. He should go. Courage. He should personally give direction, "Do like this." Who is doing that? The minister of defense is very comfortably sitting on his chair, and the poor soldiers are fighting. That is not required. He must go first of all: "Do like this." Just like in Battle of Kurukñetra, Arjuna is in front; the other side, Duryodhana. The real fighters, they are face to face. Soldiers are assistant. Where is that? So they should be trained up. So unless he is by his nature very powerful, çauryam... What is that?

Amogha: Çauryam, heroism.

Prabhupäda: Heroism. Therefore the kñatriyas are allowed to hunt in the forest to become hero because he has to fight. Just like in medical laboratory they first of all dissect some poor animal before touching human being. Therefore kñatriyas are allowed to hunt to become hero. Facing the tiger, "Come on." And still, say, about twenty-five years ago, there was a native prince in Jaipur. Every year he would go to the forest and face the tiger, without any weapon. So that is required.

Guest 2: That is good?

Prabhupäda: That is required. Those who are politicians, those who are going to be president, they must be like that.

Guest 2: In our society that wouldn't be thought good.

Prabhupäda: No, your society whatever you may be, this is the idea.

Guest 1: Well, that's almost the description of General Amin.

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Guest 1: That's almost the description of General Amin.

Prabhupäda: General...?

Guest 2: Where is he?

Guest 1: Idi Amin? Uganda.

Amogha: There is a general in Africa who is very powerful, but he's demonic.

Prabhupäda: No, no. They should not be demonic. Other things are there. Çauryaà tejo...

Amogha: "Heroism, power, determination, resourcefulness, courage in battle, generosity, and leadership..."

Prabhupäda: Generosity.

Guest 2: So he hasn't got generosity.

Guest 3: No, he's got another one, insanity. (laughter)

Prabhupäda: Not insanity.

Guest 1: You can't substitute.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Everything is there. He must be at the same time... Although he is hero, he must be generous. Just like Alexander the Great. Perhaps you know the story. He arrested one thief. So when he was arrested and he was being judged by Alexander, the thief pleaded that "What is the difference between you and me? You are a great thief. I am a small thief." (laughter) So Alexander understood it and got him released, "Yes." (laughter) This is generosity. He must agree to the principle.

Guest 1: Well, there's another one, the battle. You know the big battle where the opposition, what was his name, was on the ground, and he said, "You won't..."

Guest 3: ...won't live.   Guest 1: It's an Indian.

Madhudviña: We brought back Wally one picture from India on the battle of Kurukñetra of Abhimanyu. Abhimanyu's head was there, and Karëa was on the ground with his chariot, and Arjuna was about to kill him, and Kåñëa was directing him to kill. So I told Wally the story that when Abhimanyu was surrounded by the mahärathés, there was no mercy then, so now Karëa was objecting that...

Prabhupäda: Injustice.

Madhudviña: ...he cannot shoot a man if he gets off his chariot. And Kåñëa said, "There was no mercy with Abhimanyu, so therefore there will be no mercy now."

Prabhupäda: Tit for tat. (laughter)

Guest 1: But where was the generosity then?

Prabhupäda: That is happening, tit for tat.

Guest 1: Was that generosity, or...? Where was the generosity?

Prabhupäda: No. That is war tactics. That is war tactics. Sometimes we have to use war tactics because we have to own victory. But they were generous because in the Battlefield of Kurukñetra they would fight like anything, like enemies, but at night they were friends. The one man is going. Just like sportsman. They fight during the play, but after that, they are friends, talking together, drinking together, like that.

Guest 2: Like barristers and prosecutors.

Prabhupäda: (laughs) Yes. They are paid for fighting. (laughter) But when the fighting is over, they are friends.               

Guest 1: Sometimes.

But formerly, in the Vedic civilization, a king was elected by the first-class men of the society, the saintly persons, the brähmaëas. They did not take part in politics, but they recommended that "This man should..." Just like Kåñëa. He wanted Yudhiñöhira must be the king. Because king is supposed to be God's representative, how to rule over, not that these cats and dogs will find out a lion and vote him to the chair. That is not the process. Your modern process is that the electors, they are not trained up, and they elect another big animal to become the president. Therefore it is failure. All over the world this is going on. This so-called democracy... Unless people are very much trained up, the election by the mass is not very good. Rather, a first-class men, they should nominate that "This man should be president." That will be nice. Your question was "How to find out president, good"? 

Room Conversation with Mr Popworth and E. F. Schumacher            July 26, 1973, London

A king's duty is government duty, that anyone who has taken birth on the land, he must be protected. It doesn't matter whether he's human being or animal or tree.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.14

The great sages said: Dear King, we have come to give you good advice. Kindly hear us with great attention. By doing so, your duration of life and your opulence, strength and reputation will increase.

PURPORT

According to Vedic civilization, in a monarchy the king is advised by saintly persons and sages. By taking their advice, he can become the greatest executive power, and everyone in his kingdom will be happy, peaceful and prosperous. The great kings were very responsible in taking the instructions given by great saintly personalities. The kings used to accept the instructions given by great sages like Paräçara, Vyäsadeva, Närada, Devala and Asita. In other words, they would first accept the authority of saintly persons and then execute their monarchical power. Unfortunately, in the present age of Kali, the head of government does not follow the instructions given by the saintly persons; therefore neither the citizens nor the men of government are very happy. Their duration of life is shortened, and almost everyone is wretched and bereft of bodily strength and spiritual power. If citizens want to be happy and prosperous in this democratic age, they should not elect rascals and fools who have no respect for saintly persons.

SB 4.14.15

TRANSLATION

Those who live according to religious principles and who follow them by words, mind, body and intelligence are elevated to the heavenly kingdom, which is devoid of all miseries. Being thus rid of the material influence, they achieve unlimited happiness in life.

PURPORT

The saintly sages herein instruct that the king or head of government should set an example by living a religious life. As stated in Bhagavad-gétä, religion means worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead. One should not simply make a show of religious life, but should perform devotional service perfectly with words, mind, body and good intelligence. By doing so, not only will the king or government head rid himself of the contamination of the material modes of nature, but the general public will also, and they will all become gradually elevated to the kingdom of God and go back home, back to Godhead. The instructions given herein serve as a summary of how the head of government should execute his ruling power and thus attain happiness not only in this life but also in the life after death.

SB 4.14.16

TRANSLATION

The sages continued: O great hero, for this reason you should not be the cause of spoiling the spiritual life of the general populace. If their spiritual life is spoiled because of your activities, you will certainly fall down from your opulent and royal position.

PURPORT

Formerly, in practically all parts of the world, there were monarchies, but gradually as monarchy declined from the ideal life of religion to the godless life of sense gratification, monarchies all over the world were abolished. However, simply abolishing monarchy and replacing it with democracy is not sufficient unless the government men are religious and follow in the footsteps of great religious personalities.

TRANSLATION  SB 4.14.17

The saintly persons continued: When the king protects the citizens from the disturbances of mischievous ministers as well as from thieves and rogues, he can, by virtue of such pious activities, accept taxes given by his subjects. Thus a pious king can certainly enjoy himself in this world as well as in the life after death.

PURPORT

The duty of a pious king is described very nicely in this verse. His first and foremost duty is to give protection to the citizens from thieves and rogues as well as from ministers who are no better than thieves and rogues. Formerly, ministers were appointed by the king and were not elected. Consequently, if the king was not very pious or strict, the ministers would become thieves and rogues and exploit the innocent citizens. It is the king's duty to see that there is no increase of thieves and rogues either in the government secretariat or in the departments of public affairs. If a king cannot give protection to citizens from thieves and rogues both in the government service and in public affairs, he has no right to exact taxes from them. In other words, the king or the government that taxes can levy taxes from the citizens only if the king or government is able to give protection to the citizens from thieves and rogues.

In the Twelfth Canto of Çrémad-Bhägavatam (12.1.40) there is a description of these thieves and rogues in government service. As stated, prajäs te bhakñayiñyanti mlecchä räjanya-rüpiëaù: "These proud mlecchas [persons who are less than çüdras]. representing themselves as kings, will tyrannize their subjects, and their subjects, on the other hand, will cultivate the most vicious practices. Thus practicing evil habits and behaving foolishly, the subjects will be like their rulers." The idea is that in the democratic days of Kali-yuga, the general population will fall down to the standard of çüdras. As stated (kalau çüdra-sambhavaù), practically the whole population of the world will be çüdra. A çüdra is a fourth-class man who is only fit to work for the three higher social castes. Being fourth-class men, çüdras are not very intelligent. Since the population is fallen in these democratic days, they can only elect a person in their category, but a government cannot run very well when it is run by çüdras. The second class of men, known as kñatriyas, are especially meant for governing a country under the direction of saintly persons (brähmaëas) who are supposed to be very intelligent. In other ages-in Satya-yuga, Tretä-yuga and Dväpara-yuga-the general populace was not so degraded, and the head of government was never elected. The king was the supreme executive personality, and if he caught any ministers stealing like thieves and rogues, he would at once have them killed or dismissed from service. As it was the duty of the king to kill thieves and rogues, it was similarly his duty to immediately kill dishonest ministers in government service. By such strict vigilance, the king could run the government very well, and the citizens would be happy to have such a king. The conclusion is that unless the king is perfectly able to give protection to the citizens from rogues and thieves, he has no right to levy taxes from the citizens for his own sense gratification. However, if he gives all protection to the citizens and levies taxes on them, he can live very happily and peacefully in this life, and at the end of this life be elevated to the heavenly kingdom or even to the Vaikuëöhas, where he will be happy in all respects.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.18

The king is supposed to be pious in whose state and cities the general populace strictly observes the system of eight social orders of varëa and äçrama, and where all citizens engage in worshiping the Supreme Personality of Godhead by their particular occupations.

PURPORT

The state's duty and the citizen's duty are very nicely explained in this verse. The activities of the government head, or king, as well as the activities of the citizens, should be so directed that ultimately everyone engages in devotional service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The king, or government head, is supposed to be the representative of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and is therefore supposed to see that things go on nicely and that the citizens are situated in the scientific social order comprised of four varëas and four äçramas. In the Viñëu Puräëa it is stated that unless people are educated or situated in the scientific social order comprised of four varëas (brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and çüdra) and four äçramas (brahmacarya, gåhastha, vänaprastha and sannyäsa), society can never be considered real human society, nor can it make any advancement towards the ultimate goal of human life. It is the duty of the government to see that things go on in terms of varëa and äçrama. As stated herein, bhagavän yajïa-püruñaù—the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kåñëa, is the yajïa-püruña. As stated in Bhagavad-gétä (5.29): bhoktäraà yajïa-tapasäm. Kåñëa is the ultimate purpose of all sacrifice. He is also the enjoyer of all sacrifices; therefore He is known as yajïa-püruña. The word yajïa-püruña indicates Lord Viñëu or Lord Kåñëa, or any Personality of Godhead in the category of viñëu-tattva. In perfect human society, people are situated in the orders of varëa and äçrama and are engaged in worshiping Lord Viñëu by their respective activities. Every citizen engaged in an occupation renders service by the resultant actions of his activities. That is the perfection of life. As stated in Bhagavad-gétä (18.46):

yataù pravåttir bhütänäà

yena sarvam idaà tatam

sva-karmaëä tam abhyarcya

siddhià vindati mänavaù

"By worship of the Lord, who is the source of all beings and who is all-pervading, man can, in the performance of his own duty, attain perfection."

Thus the brähmaëas, kñatriyas, çüdras and vaiçyas must execute their prescribed duties as these duties are stated in the çästras. In this way everyone can satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Viñëu. The king, or government head, has to see that the citizens are thus engaged. In other words, the state or the government must not deviate from its duty by declaring that the state is a secular one, which has no interest in whether or not the people advance in varëäçrama-dharma. Today people engaged in government service and people who rule over the citizens have no respect for the varëäçrama-dharma. They complacently feel that the state is secular. In such a government, no one can be happy. The people must follow the varëäçrama-dharma, and the king must see that they are following it nicely.
TRANSLATION SB 4.14.19

O noble one, if the king sees that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the original cause of the cosmic manifestation and the Supersoul within everyone, is worshiped, the Lord will be satisfied.

PURPORT

It is a fact that the government's duty is to see that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is satisfied by the activities of the people as well as by the activities of the government. There is no possibility of happiness if the government or citizenry have no idea of Bhagavän, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the original cause of the cosmic manifestation, or if they have no knowledge of bhüta-bhävana, who is viçvätmä, or the Supersoul, the soul of everyone's soul. The conclusion is that without engaging in devotional service, neither the citizens nor the government can be happy in any way. At the present moment neither the king nor the governing body is interested in seeing that the people are engaged in the devotional service of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Rather, they are more interested in advancing the machinery of sense gratification. Consequently they are becoming more and more implicated in the complex machinery of the stringent laws of nature. People should be freed from the entanglement of the three modes of material nature, and the only process by which this is possible is surrender unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is advised in Bhagavad-gétä. Unfortunately neither the government nor the people in general have any idea of this; they are simply interested in sense gratification and in being happy in this life. The word nija-çäsane ("in his own governmental duty") indicates that both the government and the citizens are responsible for the execution of varëäçrama-dharma. Once the populace is situated in the varëäçrama-dharma, there is every possibility of real life and prosperity both in this world and in the next.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.20

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is worshiped by the great demigods, controllers of universal affairs. When He is satisfied, nothing is impossible to achieve. For this reason all the demigods, presiding deities of different planets, as well as the inhabitants of their planets, take great pleasure in offering all kinds of paraphernalia for His worship.

PURPORT

All Vedic civilization is summarized in this verse: all living entities, either on this planet or on other planets, have to satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead by their respective duties. When He is satisfied, all necessities of life are automatically supplied. In the Vedas it is also stated: eko bahünäà yo vidadhäti kämän (Kaöha Upaniñad 2.2.13). From the Vedas we understand that He is supplying everyone's necessities, and we can actually see that the lower animals, the birds and the bees, have no business or profession, yet they are not dying for want of food. They are all living in nature's way, and they all have the necessities of life provided—namely eating, sleeping, mating and defending.

Human society, however, has artificially created a type of civilization which makes one forgetful of his relationship with the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Modern society even enables one to forget the Supreme Personality of Godhead's grace and mercy. Consequently modern civilized man is always unhappy and in need of things. People do not know that the ultimate goal of life is to approach Lord Viñëu and satisfy Him. They have taken this materialistic way of life as everything and have become captivated by materialistic activities. Indeed, their leaders are always encouraging them to follow this path, and the general populace, being ignorant of the laws of God, are following their blind leaders down the path of unhappiness. In order to rectify this world situation, all people should be trained in Kåñëa consciousness AND act in accordance with the varëäçrama system. The state should also see that the people are engaged in satisfying the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is the primary duty of the state. The Kåñëa consciousness movement was started to convince the general populace to adopt the best process by which to satisfy the Supreme Personality of Godhead and thus solve all problems.
TRANSLATION SB 4.14.23

King Vena replied: You are not at all experienced. It is very much regrettable that you are maintaining something which is not religious and are accepting it as religious. Indeed, I think you are giving up your real husband, who maintains you, and are searching after some paramour to worship.

PURPORT

King Vena was so foolish that he accused the saintly sages of being inexperienced like small children. In other words, he was accusing them of not having perfect knowledge. In this way he could reject their advice and make accusations against them, comparing them to a woman who does not care for her husband who maintains her but goes to satisfy a paramour who does not maintain her. The purpose of this simile is apparent. It is the duty of the kñatriyas to engage the brähmaëas in different types of religious activities, and the king is supposed to be the maintainer of the brähmaëas. If the brähmaëas do not worship the king but instead go to the demigods, they are as polluted as unchaste women.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.24

Those who, out of gross ignorance, do not worship the king, who is actually the Supreme Personality of Godhead, experience happiness neither in this world nor in the world after death.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.28

King Vena continued: For this reason, O brähmaëas, you should abandon your envy of me, and, by your ritualistic activities, you should worship me and offer me all paraphernalia. If you are intelligent, you should know that there is no personality superior to me, who can accept the first oblations of all sacrifices.

PURPORT

As stated by Kåñëa Himself throughout Bhagavad-gétä, there is no truth superior to Him. King Vena was imitating the Supreme Personality of Godhead and was also speaking out of false pride, presenting himself as the Supreme Lord. These are all characteristics of a demonic person.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.29

The great sage Maitreya continued: Thus the King, who became unintelligent due to his sinful life and deviation from the right path, became actually bereft of all good fortune. He could not accept the requests of the great sages, which the sages put before him with great respect, and therefore he was condemned.

PURPORT

The demons certainly cannot have any faith in the words of authorities. In fact, they are always disrespectful to authorities. They manufacture their own religious principles and disobey great personalities like Vyäsa, Närada, and even the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Kåñëa. As soon as one disobeys authority, he immediately becomes very sinful and loses his good fortune. The King was so puffed up and impudent that he dared disrespect the great saintly personalities, and this brought him ruination.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.30

My dear Vidura, all good fortune unto you. The foolish King, who thought himself very learned, thus insulted the great sages, and the sages, being brokenhearted by the King's words, became very angry at him.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.31

All the great saintly sages immediately cried: Kill him! Kill him! He is the most dreadful, sinful person. If he lives, he will certainly turn the whole world into ashes in no time.

PURPORT

Saintly persons are generally very kind to all kinds of living entities, but they are not unhappy when a serpent or a scorpion is killed. It is not good for saintly persons to kill, but they are encouraged to kill demons, who are exactly like serpents and scorpions. Therefore all the saintly sages decided to kill King Vena, who was so dreadful and dangerous to all human society. We can appreciate the extent to which the saintly sages actually controlled the king. If the king or government becomes demonic, it is the duty of a saintly person to upset the government and replace it with deserving persons who follow the orders and instructions of saintly persons.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.32

The saintly sages continued: This impious, impudent man does not deserve to sit on the throne at all. He is so shameless that he even dared insult the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Lord Viñëu.

PURPORT

One should not at any time tolerate blasphemy and insults against Lord Viñëu or His devotees. A devotee is generally very humble and meek, and he is reluctant to pick a quarrel with anyone. Nor does he envy anyone. However, a pure devotee immediately becomes fiery with anger when he sees that Lord Viñëu or His devotee is insulted. This is the duty of a devotee. Although a devotee maintains an attitude of meekness and gentleness, it is a great fault on his part if he remains silent when the Lord or His devotee is blasphemed.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.33

But for King Vena, who is simply inauspicious, who would blaspheme the Supreme Personality of Godhead, by whose mercy one is awarded all kinds of fortune and opulence?

PURPORT

When human society individually or collectively becomes godless and blasphemes the authority of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, it is certainly destined for ruination. Such a civilization invites all kinds of bad fortune due to not appreciating the mercy of the Lord.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.34

The great sages, thus manifesting their covert anger, immediately decided to kill the King. King Vena was already as good as dead due to his blasphemy against the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Thus without using any weapons, the sages killed King Vena simply by high-sounding words.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.36

Once upon a time, the same saintly persons, after taking their bath in the River Sarasvaté, began to perform their daily duties by offering oblations into the sacrificial fires. After this, sitting on the bank of the river, they began to talk about the transcendental person and His pastimes.

TRANSLATION SB 4.14.37

In those days there were various disturbances in the country that were creating a panic in society. Therefore all the sages began to talk amongst themselves: Since the King is dead and there is no protector in the world, misfortune may befall the people in general on account of rogues and thieves.

PURPORT

Whenever there is a disturbance in the state, or a panic situation, the property and lives of the citizens become unsafe. This is caused by the uprising of various thieves and rogues. At such a time it is to be understood that the ruler, or the government, is dead. All of these misfortunes happened due to the death of King Vena. Thus the saintly persons became very anxious for the safety of the people in general. The conclusion is that even though saintly persons have no business in political affairs, they are always compassionate upon the people in general. Thus even though they are always aloof from society, out of mercy and compassion they consider how the citizens can peacefully execute their rituals and follow the rules and regulations of varëäçrama-dharma. That was the concern of these sages. In this age of Kali, everything is disturbed. Therefore saintly persons should take to the chanting of the Hare Kåñëa mantra, as recommended in the çästras:

harer näma harer näma harer nämaiva kevalam 

kalau nästy eva nästy evanästy eva gatir anyathä

Both for spiritual and material prosperity, everyone should devotedly chant the Hare Kåñëa mantra.

SB 7.11.22

çauryaà véryaà dhåtis tejas tyägaç cätmajayaù kñamä brahmaëyatä prasädaç ca satyaà ca kñatra-lakñaëam

SYNONYMS

çauryam—power in battle; véryam—being unconquerable; dhåtiù—patience (even in reverses, a kñatriya is very grave); tejaù—ability to defeat others; tyägaù—giving charity; ca—and; ätma-jayaù—not being overwhelmed by bodily necessities; kñamä—forgiveness; brahmaëyatä—faithfulness to the brahminical principles; prasädaù—jolliness in any condition of life; ca—and; satyam ca—and truthfulness; kñatra-lakñaëam—these are the symptoms of a kñatriya.

TRANSLATION

To be influential in battle, unconquerable, patient, challenging and charitable, to control the bodily necessities, to be forgiving, to be attached to the brahminical nature and to be always jolly and truthful—these are the symptoms of the kñatriya.

SB 11.17.17

tejo balaà dhåtiù çauryaà titikñaudäryam udyamaù

sthairyaà brahmanyam aiçvaryaà kñatra-prakåtayas tv imäù

SYNONYMS

tejaù—dynamic power; balam—bodily strength; dhåtiù—determination; çauryam—heroism; titikñä—tolerance; audäryam—generosity; udyamaù—endeavor; sthairyam—steadiness; brahmaëyam—being always eager to serve the brähmaëas; aiçvaryam—leadership; kñatra—of the kñatriyas; prakåtayaù—the natural qualities; tu—indeed; imäù—these.

TRANSLATION

Dynamic power, bodily strength, determination, heroism, tolerance, generosity, great endeavor, steadiness, devotion to the brähmaëas and leadership are the natural qualities of the kñatriyas.

Vaisya (see also Practical Cow Protection)

Room Conversation (2)              May 31, 1974, Geneva                                                           

Prabhupäda: According to Vedic conception, the higher class of men, first-class, second class, third class, they are never to be employed. They remain free. Only the fourth class men, they are employed.

C. Hennis: Well the third-class would be what kind of typical worker?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Third-class men means making provision for the society for eating. That is... It is stated, kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam. Kåñi means agriculture, and go-rakñya means cow protection, and väëijyam means trade. That means the third-class men, they would give protection to the cows, produce enough food grains, and if there is excess, then it can be traded. So this is the business of the third-class men.
So the agriculturist and the mercantile men, they should produce enough food, give protection to the cows, and if there is excess, sell it. Where there is not enough food grain produced you can make business. That is the instruction given in Bhagavad-gétä, kåñi-go-rakñya väëijyam. That is really needed. Nobody is interested. Everyone comes to the city, the mercantile class. They are doing business, big, big skyscraper building, and they have artificial money, paper. And instead of eating food grains they are maintaining slaughterhouses. This is not good civilization. Hare Kåñëa. (end)

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.5.22                                    Våndävana, August 3, 1974

The vaiçya is doing the kåñi, agriculture. Why he should depend on...? Take some land from the government. You produce your food. Where is the difficulty? Keep some cows. You get milk. Vaiçya-karma svabhäva... Go-rakñya. If you have got excess, then make trade. Why you should depend on others? (see p.136)
Morning Walk                                                    January 18, 1976, Mäyäpur

Prabhupäda: No, no, your production.... You should make production for your necessity.
Room Conversation with Devotees                    August 1, 1975, New Orleans

Prabhupäda: Yes. Varnäçrama means everyone should be engaged. There will be no, I mean to say, (indistinct).

Jagadéça: Çréla Prabhupäda, what exactly do the... Do the vaiçyas cultivate the fields or the çüdras cultivate the fields?

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Jagadéça: Is it the duty of the vaiçyas to cultivate the fields or...?

Prabhupäda: Actually it is the duty of the vaiçyas, but the çüdras can help everyone, the helpers. The çüdras will help the brähmaëas, the kñatriyas, as well as the vaiçyas. Those who have no brain—simply they can carry out order—they are çüdras. And those who have got brain, they can act as brähmaëa, kñatriya, or vaiçya. They have got brain to take the initiative. First-class brain, they should be engaged in studying çästras, writing books and in the worship of the Deity, lecturing enlightened people. This is brähmaëa. They haven't got to work as kñatriya, as vaiçya. They are simply intellectuals. This is brähmaëa, with good character.

Devotee (1): Distributing books?

Prabhupäda: Yes. And the distribution book can be done by the vaiçya, trade. It is a trade. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam [Bg. 18.44]. Kåñi, agriculture, giving protection to cows, and distributing or trading. If you have got enough grains you can trade. Make money. If you have got enough vegetables, you can trade. That is the “business” of vaiçya. So vaiçya does not require any university degree or any... Nobody requires university degree. That is a false thing. And brähmaëa should be very highly learned scholar. So the brähmaëas will give advice to the kñatriya how to rule, and the kñatriya will levy tax, and vaiçyas will produce food. Then the society will be perfect.

Devotee: What kind of tax?

Prabhupäda: Hm? Tax means... Everyone must have some income for maintaining. So brähmaëas, they(?) doesn't require any... They will live on the contribution of the society. Because they are giving for free service, so valuable service, knowledge, so they are provided by the kñatriyas and the vaiçyas. So they have no anxiety for earning livelihood. Things are coming. Just like we are maintained. At least people give to me contribution. So similarly, brähmaëa will live at the cost of others' contribution. That is source of income. Kñatriyas, they'll levy tax. Kñatriya is given land. Now he divides the land. I have got, say, two thousand acres of land. So I divide to the vaiçyas, one thousand this man, one thousand this man, one thousand. So on condition that "I give you this land. You produce foodstuff or utilize any way. You give me twenty-five percent."
Brahmänanda: Twenty-five percent of the produce?

Prabhupäda: Whatever you have produced.

Brahmänanda: Not necessarily money.

Prabhupäda: No.
Brahmänanda: But the produce.

Prabhupäda: Yes.
Brahmänanda: The grains or the milk or whatever.

Prabhupäda: Whatever, yes. "Give me twenty-five percent. You can utilize the land." So that is resource of the land. (Ed: the resourcefulness mentioned in the Bhagavad Gita of the ksatriya i.e. 25% of the vaisya’s production)

Prabhupäda: They, çüdras are there. Give him his eating, and some hand, pocket expense, hand expense, regular. If one can eat, then he has no demand. So the laborer has to be given to eat sumptuously. "Eat and work, take some pocket..." They will be (indistinct). Not that you call professional laborer and you have to pay twenty-five dollars per hour. That is nuisance. They'll drink. That's all. And not that everyone should have nice house. Why? What is the use? Go in the village, live simple, produce food. That's all. Eat. Why this electricity and three-hundred story building and...? And then you don't produce anything, eat fish. "And let me eat..." Artificial. It is very easy to take the animals in the city and slaughter. A little vegetable and milk, they are satisfied.

Jagadéça: Even in the culture of Europe they had kings who had a certain territory and then they would appoint men called vassals to take care of different sections and then the serfs would work on the land.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is system, whole world. They were called... In India they were called zamindars, Mohammedans, and the Hindu zamindars, small kings. The zamindars are called king also. Anyone who owns land, he is called king.

Devotee (1): Just like Nanda Mahäräja, he also had land. Nanda Mahäräja.

Prabhupäda: Yes. He was therefore called king. But he was a vaiçya. He engaged his land for agriculture and cow keeping. And Kåñëa took charge of the cows, the calves, although still calf, He, (indistinct) This is the system. He was going with the calves whole day, playing with the boys and taking care of the cows, in the evening come back. 

Morning Walk                             June 29, 1975, Denver

Brahmänanda: In India isn't it the system that after they harvest the wheat they leave some on the ground for the others to come and pick?

Prabhupäda: Yes. No, they distribute while in the field. [Ed: see below Parasara smrti Ch.2:

v8. What sin a fisherman incurs in the course of one full year, — the same is incurred by the driver of a plough- share made of iron in the course of a single day. (Ed: 4hrs with a pair of bullocks)

v9. A hunter who makes his living by killing beasts ; one who lives by ensnaring them ; a fisherman and a fowler ; as also an agriculturist who makes no gifts (of paddy) : — all these five incur the same identical sin. 

v10. By cutting trees, by rending the earth, and by destroying insects and worms, what sin is incurred by a tiller of the soil is removed by the sacrifice on the threshing- floor. (The sacrifice on the threshing floor consists of gifts of paddy at that place.) 

v11. He who refrains from making gifts to Brahmanas, when he stands at the foot of the heaped-up paddy, is a thief; he is the most wicked of all possible sinners ; he should be proclaimed as a Brahman-killer. 

v12. By making a gift of one-sixth part to the sovereign of the land, one twenty-first for the sake of the gods, and one-thirtieth to the Brahmana caste, one is freed from all sins.] 

They give to the brähmaëas, to the temples, to the king, and the balance they take. This is the Vedic system, that if I grow something, first of all twenty-five percent to the king, then to the temple, to the brähmaëas, to the poor. And then balance, I shall take. And they produce so large quantity, they do not feel any scarcity. And when the trade came, people understood. Then they want to sell. "Why shall I give to the temple? Why shall I give to the brähmaëa? Save it. I shall sell it. I shall get more money, and I shall drink." When trade came. When there was no trade, you grow your own food and distribute freely. In my Guru Mahäräja's time they were collecting the rice and other food grain, huge quantity. They were giving. And now they are not giving. They think that "If I sell, I shall get so much money, and it will help me for my drinking." (Ed: and all my anartha expenses i.e. car, house, electricity, shop food I prefer etc. etc. etc.)

Morning Walk                        October 16, 1975, Johannesburg                                                   

Puñöa Kåñëa: If nothing is our property--in fact, everything is Kåñëa's property--why is there this desire to possess so many things?

Prabhupäda: Possess, you can possess. Tena tyaktena bhuïjithä. The real proposal is that everything belongs to God. Then God's representative, king, he gives you land. But you require for ten men's foodstuff. You calculate the ten men's foodstuff, for producing, you require so much land, so the king gives you land. You work and grow your food. And because it is God's property, you give some tax. Whatever you produce, twenty-five percent give to God or king, and balance, you enjoy. If there is no production--no tax. This is peaceful life. You work. You take land, God's land. You cannot... Why you have occupied so much land? Others, they are not allowed to enter; where there is overpopulation? How you can expect peace? Just like in China and India and other places they're overpopulation. Why don't you allow them, that "In Africa there is no sufficient population. Please come and toil and grow your food and live peacefully"? Where is that formula? Rascals, they are wanting peace. All rascal, rogues. And why they have become rascal, rogues? For want of God consciousness. They do not know that it is God's property, falsely thinking, "My property." And today I am thinking, "My property," and next day I become a dog on the same property. Hm? This dog loitering, who can say he was not formerly a Mr. Smuts?
Room Conversation with the Mayor of Evanston                                July 4, 1975, Chicago

Prabhupäda: That is second-class. And the third-class?

Tamäla Kåñëa: 

kåñi-gorakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam
paricaryätmakaà karma çüdrasyäpi svabhäva-jam
"Farming, cattle raising and business are the qualities..."

Prabhupäda: They are not cattle raising, that was...

Tamäla Kåñëa: Cow protection.

Prabhupäda: Cow protection. It has to be corrected. It is go-rakñya, go. They take it cattle-raising. I think Hayagréva has translated like this.         

Tamäla Kåñëa: Hayagréva.

Prabhupäda: No, it is especially mentioned go-rakñya. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam. And then...?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Paricaryätmakaà karma çüdrasyäpi svabhäva-jam.
Prabhupäda: And to serve under somebody, that is çüdra. So at the present moment people are being educated to serve under somebody. Technology, one is very expert in some particular line of technology, say, computer machine... You know how to operate. It is a big qualification. But unless he gets a job under some big establishment, he is useless. He cannot live independently. The first-class man will live independently. The second-class man also will live independently. And the third-class men, they will also live independently. (see p.136)
Room Conversation                             June 11, 1974, Paris

Prabhupäda: Yes. They're after money. So they are less than çüdras.
Bhagavad-gétä 4.13                             Bombay, April 2, 1974

Generally, we understand, vaiçya means the mercantile class of men. No. 

At the present moment the so-called vaiçyas are çüdras, less than çüdras. 

Why? Now the vaiçya’s business is kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. The vaiçyas must be engaged in producing foodgrains, but they are not interested. They are interested for opening factories for bolts and nuts and tires, Goodwheel tires, Goodyear tires. Now you eat tire and bolt nut. No, you cannot eat. You have to eat rice, and rice is ten rupees per kilo. That’s all. Because no vaiçya is producing food grains. This is the defect.

They don’t see the defect. They’re simply howling, bawling, “Oh, it has increased price”. Why not, increased, price? There are millions of people in Bombay city. Who is producing food grain? But they are known as vaiçya. What kind of vaiçya? There is no brahminical culture; there is no brain. There is no kñatriya who can give you protection. There are so many defects.
So if you want to remodel your life, the society, the human society, nationally or internationally—everything is spoken here, international—then you have to take to the advice of Kåñëa. This is the purpose of Kåñëa consciousness movement: wholesale, thorough, overhauling of the human society. We have not manufactured anything, concocted things. It is very scientific. If you actually want to fulfill the mission of your life, then you have to take to this advice of Bhagavad-gétä, very scientific and spoken by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, without any defects.             
Press Conference                                   July 9, 1975, Chicago

Prabhupäda: Third-class means they should engage themselves, how to produce food and give protection to the cow. It is said...

Reporter (5): The cow? 

Prabhupäda: Cow, yes.

Reporter (2): The cow?

Prabhupäda: Yes, cow, from where you get milk, that cow. So the exact word is used in Sanskrit, kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam. Vaiçya, the third-class man, is called vaiçya. So his duty is how to produce food, food grains, for both for the animals and the man. And he gives protection to the cows.

Morning Walk                                                 May 10, 1975, Perth

And the mercantile class of man, they should produce enough food grains, not motor tires. That is çüdra's business--artisans--that is çüdra. The vaiçyas' business is first to see that in the country there is enough food for eating--both for the human being and the animals.
The so-called vaiçyas—the industrialists or businessmen—are involved in big, big industrial enterprises, but they are not interested in food grains and milk. However, as indicated here, by digging for water, even in the desert, we can produce food grains; when we produce food grains and vegetables, we can give protection to the cows; while giving protection to the cows, we can draw from them abundant quantities of milk; and by getting enough milk and combining it with food grains and vegetables, we can prepare hundreds of nectarean foods. We can happily eat this food and thus avoid industrial enterprises and joblessness. S.B. 8.6.12. Purport 
Room Conversation with Reporter from Researchers Magazine July 24, 1973, London

Prabhupäda: ...Now the vaiçyas, they are in the share market speculating.

Reporter: Hm. There are no more vaiçyas. (laughs) Exactly.
Prabhupäda: Industrialists. Industrialists means çüdras. So if they're çüdras, why they should claim as...
Reporter: Vaiçyas.

Prabhupäda: This is government's duty. To see, "Why you are claiming vaiçya? 

If your industry is to produce food grains, agriculture, give protection to the cows..."
Room Conversation with Dr. John Mize               June 23, 1975, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: Yes, Kåñëa created these four division, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, but He does not belong to any one of them. He is neither brähmaëa nor kñatriya nor vaiçya nor çüdra. He is transcendental. Similarly, our philosophy—just to make the human society very peaceful and making progress we wish to establish this system. A first-class man, group of men, brähmaëas, they will guide the kñatriyas, and the kñatriyas, the administrators, they will guide the vaiçya. Vaiçya means agriculture and cow protection and trade. And çüdra means those who are neither brähmaëa nor kñatriya nor vaiçyas. They are simply worker, assistant. So there must be division like this. The brähmaëas should guide the kñatriyas, and the kñatriyas will administer the state, and the vaiçyas will produce foodstuff, and çüdras will help. Cooperation for common benefit. But the aim is spiritual realization. That is perfect society. If everyone is çüdra, without any aim of life, then there will be chaos.

Morning Walk "Varëäçrama College"           March 14, 1974, Våndävana

Prabhupäda: Yes. And vaiçyas should be trained how to give protection to the cows, how to till the field and grow food. Practical.
Nitäi: Not business also?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Nitäi: The vaiçyas?
Prabhupäda: Business, this rascal business, no.  Nitäi: No?

Prabhupäda: Business means if you have got extra grains or extra foodstuff, you can sell where there is necessity, there is want. That is business. We are not going to open mills and factories and... No. We are not going to do that. That is çüdra business. The real business is that you produce enough food grains, as much as possible, and you eat and distribute. That's all. This is business. He does not require any so high technical education. Anyone can till the ground and grow food. Is it difficult? This is the business. The first thing is that everyone, man and animal, especially the cows, they must be properly fed so become very stout and strong. Cows will supply milk, and man will work hard, without being suffered by dysentery. He must work hard. Any capacity. Work as a teacher or work as a kñatriya, work as a ploughman. Or work as general assistant. He must work. Everyone should be employed. And his employment will be provided from any of these groups, according to his capacity. Either as a brähmaëa, or as a kñatriya, or as a vaiçya, or as a çüdra.

Morning Walk                                    March 13, 1976, Mäyäpur

Prabhupäda: ...to eat yourself, sufficiently, and if there is excess, then question of trade, väëéjyam. Otherwise, if there is no excess, where is the question of väëéjya? You are starving. (ED: buy food???)[break] Then we shall. There is no excess. [break] ...
Room Conversation                  December 12, 1976, Hyderabad

Make use the production. First of all eat yourself as much as you... And then trade…

Room Conversation(2)                  January 3, 1977, Bombay                                                         
Prabhupäda: Yes, Pälikä. (break) ...business, that requires so many other things. But if you take to agriculture you can do it immediately. Kåñi-go-rakñya. That... We are going to do that. Kåñi... This is beginning, family life, maintenance, body and soul together. This is the beginning. Business is there when there is excess. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam. First of all you take care of the cows and engage yourself in agricultural products. Then when there is excess production, you trade, get some money for other purposes. But you... Agriculture means you work for producing food. That is wanted. Why immediately go to trade? Trade is required when there is excess product. Everything is there. Kåñi-go-rakñya. And the kåñi you can produce independently. You simply work. You have got your hands and legs. You till the ground and throw some seed, and it will come. One kilo seeds, you'll get one hundred mounds. Then, when the product is excess, you trade. Everything is there. If you produce food grain, you'll eat nicely and you'll be strong. You'll be able to work more. Our point is take Kåñëa's instruction. Everything will be perfect. Not that Kåñëa is advising immediately sarva-dharmän parityajya. For that stage you are not prepared. That I know. But in your present stage what you'll do, that is perfect.

Giriräja: You mean I should leave everything and start a farm?

Prabhupäda: Where is the question of leaving? Agriculture... You take to agriculture--that means you leave everything?
Giriräja: Well, what I have now.

Prabhupäda: And what you have got? You are asking that "I require now food." That means you have nothing. You have no food even. (aside:) Oh, you have brought it very quickly. Very nice. All right. (break) Live very comfortably, eat very comfortably and work. Chant Hare Kåñëa. Simply wasting time, the civilization... çrama eva hi kevalam. Working hard and wasting valuable time of... Misguided. Andhä yathändhair upanéya... When I think of their position... So every Vaiñëava should be para-duùkha-duùkhé. So you like it?… Krpambudhir yas tam aham prapadye. The unhappy for the unhappiness of others. They love them, unhappy without Krsna consciousness. This is a fact. The rascal may agree or not agree. That's a fact. Ghostly haunted.

Room Conversation(2)                   January 8, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: So I shall begin again kitri. (Hindi) (break) 

...take agriculture, you must keep cows. Both of them are related.

Giriräja: Together.

Prabhupäda: The cow will be subsisting on the grass, and refused things he'll take. And the substance you take. And even if does not give milk, the stool is useful. And you get food grown by the cows and bulls and milk. You subsist. So by mutual cooperation you subsist. You save time. Chant Hare Kåñëa. Why you are bothered?

Giriräja: No bother.

Prabhupäda: This I want to introduce.
Morning Walk                             October 19, 1975, Johannesburg

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes. He has to tax his brain. Kåñëa has given advice, everything: "Divide the society into four classes: brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra." And then the brähmaëas should give nice advice, teacher. The kñatriyas should govern, and the vaiçyas should produce food and give protection to the cows, and if there is excess, then trade. 

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.3.20                 Los Angeles, September 25, 1972
So the responsibility was that time to the administrator. They would see that everyone, every brähmaëa, is following the rules and regulation of a brähmaëa; every kñatriya is following the rules and regulation of kñatriya. Vaiçya, çüdra... And nobody can interfere the other's business. Everyone is employed in his own business. And tax. Tax. The brähmaëa had to pay no tax. Only kñatriyas, they were tax collector. And çüdra also, they had no property; therefore there was no tax. Only the vaiçya class, the productive class, they had to pay tax. And that tax also was very simple. There was no encroachment. You simply give one fourth of your profit to the government. That's all. No more tax. Sales tax, this tax, income tax, excise tax, this tax—simply tax, tax, tax. No. Not like that. Whatever he has got profit. "Got" means whatever profit he has made... If he has no profit, there is no tax. That was the government system. So how he will pay if he has not made any profit this year? 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam 3.25.38                   Bombay, December 7, 1974

Generally, the brähmaëas were teachers. That is one of the profession of the brähmaëa. Everyone must have livelihood. So brähmaëa livelihood is paöhana päöhana. He must become a learned scholar, and he will make others also learned scholar. That is brähmaëa's business. Paöhana päöhana yajana yäjana däna pratigrahaù. Ñaö-karma. Six kinds of profession for the brähmaëas. And kñatriya's profession is to give protection to the citizen and levy some tax, twenty-five percent, not more than that. Whatever is income your, give twenty-five percent to the kñatriya king. That's all. That includes sales tax, this tax, that tax, so many tax, income tax. All finished. You give twenty-five percent. And if you have no income, no tax. Not like that even you have no income, "No, last year you gave so much tax. You must give it. Otherwise your property will be sold." Not like that. So that is kñatriya's income. Similarly, vaiçya's income, kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam [Bg. 18.44], agriculture, cow protection, and if there is excess foodstuff, then he can sell, make trade. And çüdras, they will simply help. 

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 5.5.1                     London, August 30, 1971

The Vedic culture means that the social order and the spiritual order of life. The social order of life is mentioned in the Bhagavad-gétä: cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. According to quality and according to work, the social order is divided into four. The most intelligent class of men are called the brähmaëas, and the next intelligent class of men, namely the politicians, or one who wants to take part in administration, they are called kñatriyas. And the next intelligent class of men, those who are busy in production—because we want food—so the productive class of men is called vaiçya, mercantile. And the laborer class of men, namely one who is neither intelligent nor administrator nor trader, but wants to live at the shelter of somebody, master, they are called çüdras. The brähmaëas, the kñatriyas, and the vaiçyas, they would never accept subordination, service, under anyone. But the çüdras, as it is stated in the Bhagavad-gétä: paricaryätmakaà käryaà çüdra-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. By nature, a çüdra wants to take shelter of somebody else and live.

So at the present moment, the Kali-yuga, the çästra says, almost everyone is a çüdra because nobody can live independently. Kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. Kalau means in this age, this iron age, almost everyone is a çüdra. It is very difficult to find out really brähmaëa, kñatriya. Vaiçyas maybe there are. But mostly çüdras. Because the other three orders of life are missing, therefore at the present moment there is no peace. In every step there is fight, there is quarrel. Kali means disagreement and quarrel. So this age is called Kali-yuga. 

Bhagavad-gétä 2.1-11               Johannesburg, October 17, 1975

That training is not there, neither kñatriya, neither pure vaiçya class. We are proud of our business, vaiçya, but vaiçya means kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. Vaiçya means they should take care of the cows, cow protection, go-rakñya. Why go-rakñya? Why not other animal rakñya? Kåñëa has not said "animal rakñya" or "janawal-(?) rakñya." Go-rakñya. The cow is very, very important animal. If you want to advance your spiritual consciousness, then you must have sufficient milk and sufficient grains. That is civilization. Therefore it is the duty of the vaiçyas to produce food grain. Annäd bhavanti bhütäni [Bg. 3.14]. Annäd. In the society, if you have got sufficient anna, both the animals and the man, they will be happy. These are the instruction in the Bhagavad-gétä, everything practical. If we follow Bhagavad-gétä from all angles of vision—social, political, economical, religious, cultural—you will be perfect. This is Bhagavad-gétä. We are therefore taken up this mission, to preach Bhagavad-gétä as it is to solve all the problems of the world. That is Aryan civilization. Aryan civilization means following the principles of Bhagavad-gétä.

Bhagavad-gétä 2.36-37                  London, September 4, 1973
Similarly, vaiçyas, they should be trained up how to cultivate, grow foodgrains, how to give protection to the cows. 

Bhagavad-gétä 2.46-47                 New York, March 28, 1966

Vaiçya means the mercantile community. They are meant for giving protection to the animals, and produce grain, and distribute and make trade on them. That's all. Because formerly there was no industry—people generally depended on agricultural work—therefore the mercantile community, they used to produce food grains and distribute them, and protection of cow was their duty. As the king was entrusted to protect the life of the citizens, similarly, the vaiçya class, or the mercantile class, they were entrusted to protect the life of cow. Why particularly cow is protected? Because milk is very essential food for the human society, therefore cow protection is the duty of the human society. That is the conception of Vedic literature.

Bhagavad-gétä 3.25                  Hyderabad, December 17, 1976

So this is going on. Therefore it is the duty of the intelligent person to show the way of living.

saktäù karmaëy avidväàso yathä kurvanti bhärata kuryäd vidväàs tathäsaktaç cikérñur loka-saìgraham

Just like we are, taken to Kåñëa consciousness, the plowing or producing foodstuff because our business is that we can go anywhere, ask or begging a half cäpäöi or one-fourth cäpäöi. In four or five houses we can collect. Especially in India still, they will be glad. If a sannyäsé goes to a householder house and asks, "Give me something, a little bit of cäpäöi," they will immediately give. So there is no need of making a big plan of agricultural activities.

We have no need, but still, we have to do that. That is, it is said, kuryät: "He must do it." Kuryät, this word is used that "You must." I can say that "What is the necessity of my big agricultural program? I can go anywhere, ask a little cäpäöi." No, we have to do it. Why? Kuryäd vidväàs tathä asaktaù. A learned person, they'll do that, but asakta, no attachment. The karmés, they do... Even nonsense things, they are very much attached to it. But one who is vidvän, he shall do exactly like that, but the difference is no asakti, no attachment. Kuryäd vidväàs tathä asaktaù.

Why? Cikérñur loka-saìgraham: So that others may follow that "You... Why you are making big, big plan of big, big factories? You take to this process for your economic problem solved." Kåñëa advises, kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. This is the agriculture, cow protection, trade. No industry. Kåñëa never says industry, trade. Trade means... Suppose here we are attempting to grow food stuff. So after eating for ourselves, if there is excess, then we can take this food grains or anything which we have produced to a place where there is need. That is called trade. Trade in exchange also. There is exchange. That is also trade. So that is recommended by Kåñëa, and because we are Kåñëa conscious, we must abide by the order of Kåñëa, kåñi-go-rakñya-väëi...

Not for all, but a class of men, they are in the third category. The first category is the brähmaëa, the man in knowledge. He knows what is the value of life, how life should be directed this way and that way. They know, themselves, and they give guidance to the other who have no such knowledge. Therefore brähmaëa is the guru of all other classes of men, kñatriyas, vaiçyas.

Just like our position is brähmaëa, but we are anäsakta. Without any attachment we shall try to give them the direction how one can live very peacefully and save time for Kåñëa consciousness. That is stated here. Kuryäd vidväàs tathä asaktaç cikérñur loka-saìgraham. The idea is how to direct common men to live peacefully and become Kåñëa conscious. Thank you very much. Hare Kåñëa. (end)

Room Conversation                           July 31, 1975, New Orleans                                                        
Prabhupäda: Let people be engaged. Machine means one man or two man working... That will mean unemployment. Machine means unemployment. The principle should be that everyone is employed. Either brähmaëa, either kñatriya, either vaiçya or çüdra. Nobody should become idle and gossipping, and sleeping, then utilize... This should be principle. Everyone should be engaged in Kåñëa consciousness, then life is successful. And self-sufficient. If we have got spoiling living program, these are necessities. Growing, cultivating, producing, there will be not possibility of, and we don't want more than the necessity. If by God's grace we get more then you can make sale, we are not going to work for selling purpose. Then money will be there. How to get money, how to get money? And as soon as you get money, more than necessity, then sense gratification, then this, that, this, that, then you become implicated. Ato gåha kñetra sutäpta... ahaà mameti. As soon as you become implicated with material want, gåha, kñetra, vittair, ato gåha kñetra sutäpta, children, wife, friendship, then the false ego, "I am this body and this is my property," will increase. For that is material world. People do not know the end of life, or the aim of life. They are misguided, hence the Kåñëa consciousness movement to give them an ideal way of life.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.16.1 Los Angeles, December 29, 1973

So similarly, vaiçya. Vaiçya, they should be trained in three things, productive—kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]—kåñi, agriculture; go-rakñya, cow protection. Go-rakñya. That is essential, agricultural and cow protection. And väëijyam. Väëijyam means trade. If there is excess milk product, if there is excess grain product, then you can sell to others. Nowadays the trade is that you take as much milk as you can, and then kill the animal and sell the flesh to other countries. That is going on. No. Go-rakñya. Go-rakñya. Cow protection is very, very essential in human society because it gives the milk, the miracle food. You can prepare hundreds and thousands of preparation, all not only delicious, but brain-maintaining. You can get good brain. Therefore go-rakñya, cow protection is especially recommended, not that animal protection. If you want to eat meat, you can eat many other animals. There are. But don't eat the cows. This is Vedic civilization.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 5.5.1      Johannesburg, October 20, 1975

Brähmaëa-kñatriya-vaiçya. Vaiçya means the productive class of men. Their business is how to produce food for all the society and give protection to the cows. Kåñi-gorakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg 18.44]. There must be sufficient milk in the human society. If you drink more milk and milk products, then your brain will be very sharp. You will understand things very nicely, correctly. Therefore milk is very important. In the Vedic çästra cow protection is recommended. Why? Because milk is very, very important thing. Milk is... What about the meat-eaters? If there are meat-eaters, they can eat other animals, but especially they should not eat the cow. They should give them protection. So because the vaiçyas, the first class, second class, third class, they are meant for producing food for the society... So milk is very important. Therefore it is recommended, kåñi-gorakñya-väëijyam. And if there is excess, they can trade. And this is the first class, second class, third class. And those who cannot act as first-class men or as second-class men or third-class men—that means fourth-class men—they are called laborer or worker class of men. So it is not that because one person is belonging to the worker class and another person is becoming the first class, there is differentiation. No. Everyone is important. Just like in this body the head is very important. That is a fact. If the head is cut off, then whole body is finished. But that does not mean that head is simply required without leg. Leg is also required; the hand is also required; the belly is also required. Similarly, the first-class man, the second-class man, the third-class man and the fourth-class man, all of them are equal provided they are adjusted for the higher aim of life, the higher aim of life—the brain. The brain means... First-class brain means to realize self, to understand God, and do accordingly. This is required. This is called varëäçrama-dharma. So unless one takes to the varëäçrama-dharma as they are prescribed, it is not human society. It is cats' and dogs' society, and you cannot be happy, however you may adjust, in a society who is filled up with cats and dogs. That is not possible.
Bhagavad-gétä 18.41                Stockholm, September 7, 1973

The third-class means kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. Third-class means mercantile traders. They should produce food, enough kåñi, agricultural products, and go-rakñya. Now we see instead of go-rakñya... Go-rakñya means protection to the cows. Instead of protection to the cows, they are killing the cows. How you can have perfect society? Cows must be protected. It is so important animal. It is giving the you nectarean food milk, and from milk, you can save your children, you can save your diseased persons. And how it is that you take the cow's milk and send it for slaughterhouse. Oh, this is not, not at all human civilization. Here it is said go-rakñya. You should give all protection to this important animal. Kåñëa does not say that you should protect the pigs and hogs or other animals. He especially meant the cows because cow is very important animal to the human society. If there are meat-eaters, they can kill other animals, but they should not kill the cow. This is, if you want actually perfect society. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam [Bg. 18.44]. And these persons, they let them produce enough food grains, and where there is no, there is scarcity of food grain, let them supply there. That is called trade. Väëijyam. Väëijyam.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.5.22               Våndävana, August 3, 1974

And vaiçya: kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. The vaiçya is doing the kåñi, agriculture. Why he should depend on...? Take some land from the government. You produce your food. Where is the difficulty? Keep some cows. You get milk. Vaiçya-karma svabhäva... Go-rakñya. If you have got excess, then make trade. Why you should depend on others?

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.2.6                  Calcutta, February 26, 1974

So people should be trained up as brähmaëa, as kñatriya, as vaiçya. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. The vaiçya's duty is to produce food grains, agriculture, and give protection to the cows, and if you have got surplus foodstuff, you can make trade where there is shortage.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.9.3                  Melbourne, April 5, 1972 

Our business is we want to sell books, not to make money. Now, if you simply take it formally... Hayagréva has taken the formality. We have to keep some cows. Never mind we are to take payment from others. That is not cow protection. Cow protection means just like Bhagavän, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, He is tending the cows. He is going, taking the cows personally from His royal palace going to the forest whole day, working there. Is it not, cowherds boy? And taken some little fruit, mother, whatever mother has given. They are playing that. So this is cow protection, not that "Somebody will give money and we shall keep some third class cows and feed there and become cow protector." We must tend the cows very nicely so that they give us sufficient milk... 

And with THAT milk we shall live.
"No, because we are giving protection to cow, you send money for the cows and the cow protectors, and earn money there and give us money. We shall eat nicely and sleep." As soon as this practice is going on, then next will be: "Give me some LSD, give me something else." This will go on. We don't want that.

Room Conversation with Dr. Theodore Kneupper            November 6, 1976, Våndävana

Hari-çauri: Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam.
Prabhupäda: Hm. A vaiçya means he should provide food. So food means agriculture and giving protection to the cows. If you have got sufficient food grains and milk, the whole food question is solved. And these rascals, they are not giving protection to the cows, but they are killing cows. So there is no third-class men even. All fourth-class. So how you can be happy under the control of fourth-class men? There is no first-class men, no second-class men, even no third-class. That means all fourth-class, fifth-class. That's all. This is the human society, combination of fourth, fifth, tenth-class men. Tenth-class. The fourth-class... There are fourth-class men and more than that, fifth-class men, uncivilized. Aborigines, they are fifth class. Kiräta-hüëändhra-pulinda-pulkaçä äbhéra-çumbhä yavanäù khasädayaù. There are so many. In the human civilized... Civilization means there must be first-class men, second-class men, third-class men, fourth-class men. Then rest all fifth-class, up to tenth-class. But at the present moment there is some fourth-class men and all fifth-class, sixth-class, up to tenth-class. So how we can be happy? There is no first-class men, there is no second-class men, not even third-class men. Who is caring for agriculture? They are preparing Goodyear tire. Now eat tires. You rascal, eat tires. How long you'll eat tires? If there is no customer for tire, that means... So that is coming. And I went to Detroit about six months ago. There're factories. They have manufactured the wheels, huge stock. That means they are not selling. And the Goodyear Tire, they advertising, "So many millions tires we are manufacturing." You have been in Detroit? Yes. They're proud that "We have manufactured so many tires, so many wheels." The time will come when there will be no purchaser for tires and wheels, and they'll starve. That is coming. What they will do? If they become hungry there is no food grain. For some time they will eat, killing the cows, and then there will be no food, and what these tire and wheels will do? But there is no first-class brain that "We are wasting time by manufacturing tires and wheels. Without wheels we could live, but how we shall live without food grain?" There is no brain, no first-class men, no second-class men, no third-class men.

Dr. Kneupper: There are farmers who produce...

Prabhupäda: Well, in your country there is some adjustment because it is very big country and you are all intelligent people. In other countries they... But even though you have got resources, if you not properly utilize it, then the bad time is coming. You should expect. If your energy is all engaged in manufacturing tires and wheels, then who will go to the... Actually I have seen in your country. Now the farmers' son, they do not like to remain in the farm. They go in the city. I have seen it. The farmers' son, they do not like to take up the profession of his father. So gradually farming will be reduced, and the city residents, they are satisfied if they can eat meat. And the farmer means keeping the, raising the cattle and killing them, send to the city, and they will think that "We are eating. What is the use of going to..." But these rascals have no brain that "If there is no food grain or grass, how these cattle will be...?" Actually it is happening. They are eating swiftly. "The cattle will die. Before they die, let us kill and eat." Actually it is happening. In Italy they killed because the problem is twenty thousand cows. This is going on. They do not care that killing is sinful because they don't care for God. This is going on. And sinful, sinful, sinful, everyone will be punished. The nature's law will act. Tag wande gao(?) (Bengali) There is a Bengali proverb, tag wande gao(?), that "One man wanted to take statistics, 'How many thieves are there in this village?' So when he began to take statistics, he saw everyone is thief. Then he said that 'What is the use of making statistics? This is village of thieves, that's all.' " So it is... At the present moment this is the position. If you make a statistics who is sinful and who is not sinful, you will find all sinful. And because they are sinful, they decry the existence of God. Na mäà duñkåtino müòhäù prapadyante... Find out this, seventh... Because they are all sinful, they deny the existence of God. This is the position. Read it.

Room Conversation(2)                               June  11, 1974, Paris                                                             

Prabhupäda: Yes. Çakuni, yes. They're vultures, and their civilization is vulture-eater. The animal-eaters, they're like jackals, vultures, dogs. They're similar to these animals, the animal-eaters. It is not human food. Here is human food. Here is civilized food, human food. Let them learn it. Uncivilized, rudes, vultures, räkñasas, and they're leaders. Therefore, I say all fourth-class men, they are leaders. Therefore the whole world is in chaotic condition. We require first-class men to lead. We are first-class men. Take our advice, and then everything will be all right. We are creating first-class men. What is the use of fourth-class men leading? All fourth-class men. If I say so frankly, people will be very angry. All fourth-class men. Basically, they're all fourth-class men. Now, these first, second, third-class men are described. So at the present moment, no one belongs to this qualification. Even they are not to the third-class men. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam. Who is, who is protecting the cows? That is the third-class man's business. So therefore everyone is fourth-class. So the fourth-class men, they are electing their representative to govern. They are also on the big fourth-class men. That is stated in the Bhägavata, çva-viò-varähoñöra-kharaiù saàstutaù puruñaù paçuù. Where is that verse? Find out. All fourth-class men. Not fourth-class, less than fourth-class. Fourth-class has got also some regulative duty. But at the present moment, no regulative duty. Anyone can do whatever he likes, whatever he thinks. All fifth-class, sixth-class men.
Philosophy Discussions with Hayagriva das : Socrates

At night they sleep or enjoy sex, nidrayä hriyate naktaà vyaväyena, and in daytime they hanker after money, runs the motorcar head-break speed, neck-break speed.                          

Hayagréva: Breakneck.

Prabhupäda: Breakneck. And then what is the business? Searching out some means of food, exactly like the hog, he is loitering here and there, "Where is stool? Where is stool? Where is stool?" And this is going on in the polished way as civilization. There is so much risk, as running these cars so many people are dying. There is record, it is very dangerous. At least I feel as soon as I go to the street, it is dangerous. The motorcar are running so speedy, and what is the business? The business is where to find out food. So therefore it is condemned that this kind of civilization is hoggish civilization. This hog is running after, "Where is stool? Where is stool? Where is stool?" And you are running in a car. The same. Purpose is the same: "Where is stool?" Purpose is the same. Therefore this is not advancement of civilization. Advancement of civilization is, as Kåñëa advises, that you require food, so produce food grain. Remain wherever you are. You can produce food grain anywhere, a little labor. And keep cows, go-rakñya, kåñi-go-rakñya väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. Solve your problem like... Produce your food wherever you are there. Till little, little labor, and you will get your whole year's food. And distribute the food to the animal, cow, and eat yourself. The cow will eat the refuse. You take the rice, and the skin you give to the cow. From dahl you take the grain, and the skin you give to the... And fruit, you take the fruit, and the skin you give to the cow, and he will give you milk. So why should you kill him? Milk is the miraculous food; therefore Kåñëa says kåñi-go-rakñya väëijyaà vaiçya [Bg. 18.44]. Give protection to the cow, take milk from it, and eat food grains—your food problem is solved. Where is food problem? Why should you invent such civilization always full of anxieties, running the car here and there, and fight with other nation, and economic development? What is this civilization? Therefore we require to take to Kåñëa consciousness to become happy every way- economically, philosophically, religiously, culturally, everything. That is Kåñëa consciousness.…to home, back to Godhead. That is intelligence.

Govardhana Püjä Lecture New York, November 4, 1966

Nanda Mahäräja was a farm man. He is agriculture and cows. The mercantile people, the vaiçya community, they are recommended three things: kåñi-go-raksya-väëijyam [Bg. 18.44]. Kåñi means agriculture, and go-rakñya means cow protection, and väëijyam means trade. So Nanda Mahäräja belonged to the vaiçya community. So he was well-to-do man, very rich man, and he had 900,000's of cows. 900,000 of cows he was protecting. Formerly, according to Vedic civilization, a man was considered to be rich man in proportion of his stock of grains and livestock, cows. That's all. Dhänyena dhanavän. A man was considered to be rich man if he has sufficient quantity of grains in his possession. Similarly, if one has sufficient number of cows in his possession, he was considered rich man. Not that bank balance. There was no such bank, neither this paper money. They actually possessing the foodstuff and milk. And actually this is economic solution. If you have got sufficient milk, then you can make so many nice nutritious, full of vitamin values preparation and grains. There is no question of economic starvation if you have got simply grains and cows. So that was the standard of economic solution in days yore.

Bhagavad-gétä 2.46-47                        New York, March 28, 1966

As the king was entrusted to protect the life of the citizens, similarly, the vaiçya class, or the mercantile class, they were entrusted to protect the life of cow. Why particularly cow is protected? 

Because milk is very essential food for the human society, therefore cow protection is the duty of the human society. That is the conception of Vedic literature.

S.B. 9.15.27 Purport

Therefore this instruction given by Lord Kåñëa—go-rakñya—is extremely meaningful. The whole world must learn from Kåñëa how to live happily without scarcity simply by producing food grains (annäd bhavanti bhütäni [Bg. 3.14]) and giving protection to the cows (go-rakñya). Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhävajam [Bg. 18.44]. Those who belong to the third level of human society, namely the mercantile people, must keep land for producing food grains and giving protection to cows. This is the injunction of Bhagavad-gétä. 

Room Conversation with Indian Ambassador                   September 5, 1973, Stockholm

"During the reign of Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, the clouds showered all the water that people needed, and the earth produced all the necessities of man in profusion. Due to its fatty milk bag, and cheerful attitude, the cow used to moisten the grazing ground with milk."

Prabhupäda: Now, happy attitude. Now the cow are going to be killed. They know it, that "We are going to be killed." They're also intelligent living entity. So how they can be happy? If some human being concentrated in a camp, and they know that "We are going to be killed," can they be happy? So if one is not happy, if the cow is not happy, can she supply sufficient milk? No. No. Therefore just they were happy. Therefore milk was supplied so much that the grazing ground became wet with milk. Muddy. With milk, not with water. So we, we have no intelligence how to live. We... Our Bhagavad-gétä says, kåñi-go-rakñya vaiçya. Means kåñi-go-rakñya, to protect cows. Nowadays not to protect cows—to kill cows. Just see, business. Vaiçya means businessman. So vaiçya's business is kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. But no go-rakñya. Cutting the throat of go. This kind of sinful activities are going on, and they want to be happy. Instead of giving protection to the cows... In the Bible, also it is said that the animals are given under the protection of the human being.

Paramahaàsa: Man, yeah, yes.

Prabhupäda: Man. The protection means to kill them. Just see. They have interpreted like that, that "The animals have been given to us to kill them and eat." This is their interpretation.

SB 7.11.15

vaiçyas tu värtä-våttiù syän nityaà brahma-kulänugaù

çüdrasya dvija-çuçrüñä våttiç ca svämino bhavet

SYNONYMS

vaiçyaù—the mercantile community; tu—indeed; värtä-våttiù—engaged in agriculture, cow protection, and trade; syät—must be; nityam—always; brahma-kula-anugaù—following the directions of the brähmaëas; çüdrasya—of the fourth-grade persons, the workers; dvija-çuçrüñä—the service of the three higher sections (the brähmaëas, kñatriyas and vaiçyas); våttiù—means of livelihood; ca—and; sväminaù—of the master; bhavet—he must be.

TRANSLATION

The mercantile community should always follow the directions of the brähmaëas and engage in such occupational duties as agriculture, trade, and protection of cows. For the çüdras the only duty is to accept a master from a higher social order and engage in his service.

SB 7/11/23

deva-gurv-acyute bhaktis tri-varga-paripoñaëam 

ästikyam udyamo nityaà naipuëyaà vaiçya-lakñaëam

SYNONYMS

deva-guru-acyute—unto the demigods, the spiritual master and Lord Viñëu; bhaktiù—engagement in devotional service; tri-varga—of the three principles of pious life (religion, economic development and sense gratification); paripoñaëam—execution; ästikyam—faith in the scriptures, the spiritual master and the Supreme Lord; udyamaù—active; nityam—without cessation, continuously; naipuëyam—expertise; vaiçya-lakñaëam—the symptoms of a vaiçya.

TRANSLATION

Being always devoted to the demigods, the spiritual master and the Supreme Lord, Viñëu; endeavoring for advancement in religious principles, economic development and sense gratification [dharma, artha and käma]; believing in the words of the spiritual master and scripture; and always endeavoring with expertise in earning (money?)—these are the symptoms of the vaiçya.

Bhagavad-gétä As It Is 

18.44

kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà

vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam

paricaryätmakaà karma

çüdrasyäpi svabhäva-jam

SYNONYMS

kåñi—plowing; go—of cows; rakñya—protection; väëijyam—trade; vaiçya—of a vaiçya; karma—duty; svabhäva-jam—born of his own nature; paricaryä—service; ätmakam—consisting of; karma—duty; çüdrasya—of the çüdra; api—also; svabhäva-jam—born of his own nature.

TRANSLATION
Farming (plowing, cultivation with the bulls), cow protection and business 

(Ed: trading excess after production with cow and bull protection: see Srila Prabhupada’s word for word. 

Hayagiva Prabhu has given the translation as business, whereas Srila Prabhupada’s meaning of business or selling is almost exclusively given as trade or barter after personally having produced the foodstuffs. 

The word farming refers to agriculture by plowing, and Srila Prabhupad also vehemently objected to the rendition of cow protection as “cattle raising” which he said must be changed back in future printings.)

are the natural work for the vaiçyas, and for the çüdras there is labor and service to others.

Bg 18.45

sve sve karmaëy abhirataù saàsiddhià labhate naraù

sva-karma-nirataù siddhià yathä vindati tac chåëu

TRANSLATION  

By following his qualities of work, every man can become perfect. Now please hear from Me how this can be done.

Bg 18.46

yataù pravåttir bhütänäà yena sarvam idaà tatam

sva-karmaëä tam abhyarcya siddhià vindati mänavaù

TRANSLATION 

By worship of the Lord, who is the source of all beings and who is all-pervading, a man can attain perfection through performing his own work.

Bg 18.47

çreyän sva-dharmo viguëaù para-dharmät sv-anuñöhität

svabhäva-niyataà karma kurvan näpnoti kilbiñam

TRANSLATION

It is better to engage in one's own occupation, even though one may perform it imperfectly, than to accept another's occupation and perform it perfectly. Duties prescribed according to one's nature are never affected by sinful reactions.

PURPORT

One's occupational duty is prescribed in Bhagavad-gétä. As already discussed in previous verses, the duties of a brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and çüdra are prescribed according to their particular modes of nature. One should not imitate another's duty. A man who is by nature attracted to the kind of work done by çüdras should not artificially claim to be a brähmaëa, although he may have been born into a brähmaëa family. In this way one should work according to his own nature; no work is abominable, if performed in the service of the Supreme Lord. The occupational duty of a brähmaëa is certainly in the mode of goodness, but if a person is not by nature in the mode of goodness, he should not imitate the occupational duty of a brähmaëa. For a kñatriya, or administrator, there are so many abominable things; a kñatriya has to be violent to kill his enemies, and sometimes a kñatriya has to tell lies for the sake of diplomacy. Such violence and duplicity accompany political affairs, but a kñatriya is not supposed to give up his occupational duty and try to perform the duties of a brähmaëa. One should act to satisfy the Supreme Lord. For example, Arjuna was a kñatriya. He was hesitating to fight the other party. But if such fighting is performed for the sake of Kåñëa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, there need be no fear of degradation. In the business field also, sometimes a merchant has to tell so many lies to make a profit. If he does not do so, there can be no profit. Sometimes a merchant says, "Oh, my dear customer, for you I am making no profit," but one should know that without profit the merchant cannot exist. Therefore it should be taken as a simple lie if a merchant says that he is not making a profit. But the merchant should not think that because he is engaged in an occupation in which the telling of lies is compulsory, he should give up his profession and pursue the profession of a brähmaëa. That is not recommended. Whether one is a kñatriya, a vaiçya, or a çüdra doesn't matter, if he serves, by his work, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Even brähmaëas, who perform different types of sacrifice, sometimes must kill animals because sometimes animals are sacrificed in such ceremonies. Similarly, if a kñatriya engaged in his own occupation kills an enemy, there is no sin incurred. In the Third Chapter these matters have been clearly and elaborately explained; every man should work for the purpose of Yajïa, or for Viñëu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Anything done for personal sense gratification is a cause of bondage. The conclusion is that everyone should be engaged according to the particular mode of nature he has acquired, and he should decide to work only to serve the supreme cause of the Supreme Lord.

12/48. A piece of land, upon which may stand, without being closely tied, a hundred cows, and a single bull — ten times the area of such a field -is called a gocharma (cow's hide) of land. 
12/49. By making a gift of a gocharma quantity of land, a person is freed from all sins, such as the killing of a Brahmana, and like other sins, which he may have com- mitted, by word of mouth, or in thought, or in deed. Parasara Samhita
Salaries 

( see also Vaisya for qualifications of less than  sudras and Management)

Room Conversation                  December 12, 1970, Indore 

Guest (4): I would like to live with you and tour with you.

Prabhupäda: So why not come and live and tour with me? Who forbids you? But it is not possible to pay anything for your family expenditure. That is difficulty. We cannot pay anything but you can live with your family. That responsibility you can take. But I cannot pay you. That's not possible. Because we are maintaining by collecting alms. In that case it is not possible to pay something. There is... (break)
But it is not possible to pay. 

And besides that, when there is question of payment the service is not good because the payment means he is serving the money. He is not serving the cause.

Please try to understand the philosophy. Thank you. Yes. (Hindi) So you are welcome. You come. Live with us with your family. We take charge of you. But if you ask some salary, that is not possible. That is not possible.

Room Conversation          November 7, 1970, Bombay

(Hindi) You are a qualified lawyer, but you cannot do for want of money. (Hindi)

Letter to: VARIOUS Unknown Place Unknown Date Letter No. 34 To Ramananda.

Of course, I can understand that you are a married man, with wife and children, but so are many of my students, and what will they think if I give you money for your devotional service? But I do not give them any money? They will think something discrimination. "Oh, he is Indian boy, therefore Prabhupada is giving him some special favor," like that. I do not want to set such example. It is not that I cannot pay you, I am easily able to pay you, and I am willing to pay you in principle, only I do not want to create any example which may be mistaken by other students. So under these circumstances, if you do not want to give your time and energy full time for translating and editing the Hindi work, unless there is some compensation of money, then what can I do? All of these American and European boys and girls, they have had enough of money, they are sons of millionaires and rich men of America, still they do not ask me for one farthing for their work. They could go out and make thousands of dollars a month as educators and skilled professional men, still they prefer to live with me and eat only a little rice from the floor, and sleep on the cold ground without cover, that is their advanced realization of spiritual life.

Morning Walk                                 May 17, 1975, Perth

Everyone is working because he is getting money. Where is the love? The minister, the prime minister, everyone, if they say, "No money, no salary," nobody will go.

Morning Walk                           December 7, 1973, Los Angeles

Svarüpa Dämodara: So people are saying that "See how sincerely he's working. Take his example."

Prabhupäda: Yes. So who is not sincerely working? He's working for some money. That's all. So everyone is working for money. What is the difference? If he's not paid for that, he'll not work. Just like a dog is working for the master, for the bread. That's all. So he's working not for himself, not for others, but for his money. Or some ambition. Prestige. That's right.

Room Conversation                  August 3, 1976, New Mayapur (French farm)

Prabhupäda: Yes, that's all. Why salary? Kåñëa's servant. We are eternal servant. That is the beauty of our institution. We have no hired men. Unless one is sincere, why he'll work?

Room Conversation with Mr. & Mrs. Wax, Writer and Editing Manager of Playboy Magazine                                    July 5, 1975, Chicago

You are working, you are rendering your service without any charges, without any profit--why? Because your mind has been attached to Kåñëa. Otherwise what business you have got to work for Kåñëa consciousness movement without any remuneration? You are all American boys. You are qualified. You can earn thousands of dollars. But why you have given up? Because you are attached to Kåñëa. Paraà dåñövä nivartate.

Morning Walk                              March 26, 1975, Mäyäpur

Atreya Åñi: Karandhara's management is--I mean I'm just looking at it from another view--is worth more than two thousand dollars. So if he is getting only one...

Prabhupäda: But your management is not worth five thousand dollars?

Atreya Åñi: Mine is worth nothing.

Prabhupäda: Then why you are giving free service? Anyone, all of my disciples, they are qualified. Their service is worth more than any thousands of... Yes. So why you are maintaining Karandhara? All of them, they are giving free service. But they are all worthy to take salary, two thousand, three thousand, five thousand...
Atreya Åñi: Karandhara is only, what he's getting is only enough for his maintenance.

Prabhupäda: That's all right.

Atreya Åñi: We are being maintained.

Prabhupäda: No, no. Maintenance... Here, everyone can earn money and maintain him, but here this expense should be sacrifice. The essential is service.

Haàsadüta: It's his service...

Prabhupäda: Service, yes.

Haàsadüta: It was started for that reason.

Prabhupäda: If we take payment, that is not service. That is business. That is business.

Jayatértha: It is, no doubt, a fact that Karandhara is not giving his full, is giving his full life as service. That is a fact. It may be taken...

Prabhupäda: Yes. Our organization is to give service.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.27          Våndävana, September 24, 1976

So not only the churches in the Western countries, here also. As soon as you will lose the spirit of service, this temple will become a big go-down, that's all. No more temple. So we have to maintain that service spirit….

Room Conversation                       July 6, 1976, Washington, D.C.

They cannot manage, they are not devotees. It should be in the hands of the devotees. So (indistinct), the paid man, they want some money, that's all. 

How they can manage temple? It is impossible.

…If they want, really management. We are managing, so many centers, on account of devotees. It is not possible to manage all these things by paid men. It is not possible.
Devotee (2): No.

Prabhupäda: They'll never... They'll not... 

This movement can be pushed on vigorously so long we are devotees, 

otherwise it will be finished.

It cannot be conducted by any outsiders. No. Only the devotees. That is the secret.

Devotee (2): You cannot pay a devotee.                             

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Devotee (2): You cannot buy a devotee.

Prabhupäda: That is not possible.
Devotee (2): You can buy someone to sweep the floor, but you cannot buy a preacher.

Prabhupäda: No, that is not possible. So so long we remain devotees, our movement will go, without any check.

Devotee (2): Devotees should take over the world.

Prabhupäda: Yeah, that is... That is good for the world. If devotees take up the whole world for management, then everyone will be happy. It is no doubt it. Kåñëa wants that. He wanted the Päëòavas should be in charge of the government. Therefore He took part in the fighting. "Yes, you should be the... All the Kauravas should be killed, and Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira installed." That is the dharma-saàsthäpanärthäya. Pariträëäya sädhünäà vinäçäya ca duñkåtäm. He wants everything goes very smoothly and people become God conscious. So their life be successful. That is Kåñëa's plan. That, "These rascal misleading and therefore... the (indistinct) the human life has been spoiled."

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.3.24                 Los Angeles, June 22, 1972

Even, say, 2,000 years ago or little more, there was Cäëakya Paëòita. Cäëakya Paëòita, he was a brähmaëa, but great politician. His politics are studied even now in M.A. class. And because he was a great politician, diplomat, under his name in our India, in New Delhi, the capital, there is a neighborhood which is called Cäëakya Puré, and all the foreign embassies are there.

Your American embassy is also there. So he was a great politician. But still, he was living in a cottage. He was not accepting any salary because he was brähmaëa. Brähmaëa cannot accept any salary. Just like you have accepted me as your äcärya, but you do not pay me any salary. This is forbidden. The teacher will not accept salary. Then he comes down to the çüdra platform. The çüdra accepts salary. "I serve you, you pay me." And the brähmaëa will distribute knowledge freely, and the kñatriya will give protection to the brähmaëa. This is the system of Vedic system. Even in fifty years ago, education in India, there was no charges. A learned brähmaëa will sit down in corner of a neighborhood and all the children will come there. They will learn primary education. And the parents of the children will send, somebody will send rice, somebody will send òäl... Just like we are maintaining, by collecting. Not here, but in Bombay, our center is collecting and distributing.

The whole system was that. Love exchange. I give you some service; you give me something, out of your love. Dadäti pratigåhëäti. Love means six symptoms. I give you something, you give me something. I give you something for eating, you also give me something for eating. Dadäti pratigåhëäti bhuìkte bhojayate, guhyam äkhyäti påcchati. If I am in trouble, I express my mind, I open my mind before you, and you also try to help me. These are the six signs of love. That is Vedic civilization. Everything exchange of love. 

No business, mercantile. All right, let us have kértana. Hare Kåñëa. (end)

Room Conversation about Gåhasthas             July 17, 1977, Våndävana

Tamäla Kåñëa: Of course, he might be thinking, "Well, I'm a püjäré, so the temple should pay me money to maintain my family."

Prabhupäda: If we have got brahmacäré püjäré, why should we maintain a gåhastha? He is not only one püjäré. We have got sannyäsé, brahmacäré. Why should we maintain a gåhastha? And where is the means? After all, these things are to be adjusted. I can give you the ideas. The püjärés were given in Våndävana the temple, and they made it a source of income. [ED: for buying food(ultimately from the slaughterhouse), what to speak of for anarthas.]

Just like the gosäis are doing. Their püjä goes to hell.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Who?

Prabhupäda: Mean these gåhastha püjäré. Gradually the püjä will go to hell. They'll gradually glide down how to maintain family by showing the Deity. That is... The gosäis are doing. People have sentiment to give something to the Deity, and they will depend on that income. Bas. This is the position of these Våndävana temple. What is the position of the Rädhä-Ramaëa? Deterioration. It is not being properly done. They'll sell the property.

Morning Walk                            May 15, 1975, Perth

Prabhupäda: No. You said that the man will not like this kind of job. Eh? Therefore there must be division of job. That is cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöam [Bg. 4.13]. He is a çüdra. He does not want to produce his own food. If you give him some salary, then he will be satisfied. And then he will work with plow also. If you give him salary, he will accept that.

Answers to a Questionnaire from Bhavan's Journal                    June 28, 1976, Våndävana

Actually, it is a way of life, varëäçrama-dharma, how to become elevated to the spiritual platform. So that begins by the varëäçrama-dharma, to select persons according to his capacity to different varëas. Some of them selected, trained as brähmaëas. Some of them trained as kñatriya, some of them as vaiçya, some of them as, remain... Those who cannot take any training, they are çüdras. So in the ways (indistinct) there must be social division not by birth, but by education. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. That we have lost....But one who can take up the reformation, he can be situated as a brähmaëa, as a kñatriya, as a vaiçya. This is not by birth, but by education, by training.

Morning Walk "Varëäçrama College"           March 14, 1974, Våndävana

Hådayänanda: What kind of training is there for a çüdra?

Prabhupäda: Çüdra is general assistant.

Hådayänanda: Oh, just...

Prabhupäda: Order-carrier. He has no intelligence. He doesn't require intelligence. "Do this." That's all.

Satsvarüpa: What would he learn at the school, though?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Satsvarüpa: What would his business be at that varëäçrama college?

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is also training, to become obedient. Because people are not obedient. What are these hippies? They are not obedient. So obedience also require training. If you have no intelligence, if you cannot do anything independently, just be obedient to the other, higher three classes. That is çüdra. He must agree to abide by the orders of brähmaëa, kñatriyas, vaiçya. That's all. So that nobody will be unemployed. Everyone should be trained up to sleep six to eight hours and attend meeting, chant, and ärati. And balance—he must work hard. Not that sleeping unlimitedly. There is no limit.

Room Conversation               February 12, 1977, Mäyäpura

Prabhupäda: Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyam. The other day you were asking me about the wages, labor.
Jayapatäkä: Yes.

Prabhupäda: So our point is the devotees shall work. So there is no program to pay wages.

Room Conversation                  April 28, 1977, Bombay                                                             

Prabhupäda: Niñkiïcanasya. One who has decided that "This world is useless. I have to take birth repeatedly and accept different types of bodies and suffer." Body means... Those who have understood this fact and disgusted, so bhakti line is for them. One who has the tendency to enjoy this material world, and they are taking advantage of God, "Give me good wife, give me good work, good meal, good enjoyment," they are not in the bhakti line. They are in the very nascent stage.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Nescient stage?

Prabhupäda: Lower stage. Vairägya-vidyä-nija-bhakti-yogam. That... There is one verse written by Sarvabhauma Bhaööäcärya. What page I don't... Çikñärtham. The bhakti-yoga, nija-bhakti-yoga... Bhakti-yoga means devotion to Kåñëa. And that is vairägya-vidyä, how to learn, renounce this world. Otherwise why Caitanya Mahäprabhu gave up His gåhastha life? He's the same person. Why Rüpa Gosvämé gave up their ministership? By their personal behavior they are showing this is not required. This is vairägya-vidyä. So under the circumstances, those who have no vairägya, they cannot live in the temple. They are taking advantage of the temple facilities for their sense enjoyment. Do you understand?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes, I do.

Prabhupäda: So that should be stopped. So to live with wife, together as a gåhastha, and enjoy gåhastha life, at the same time to live in temple, this should be discouraged. Temple is meant for brahmacäré and sannyäsé, our, mainly, not for gåhastha, because they have got inclination to enjoy. To live with wife means enjoyment. They'll have sex. This should be discouraged. But one who is absolutely required, they also cannot be allowed to live together. It is badly done(?). Suppose if one is gåhastha, he is in devotional service, but he has no money to look after his wife. In that case the wife can live in the temple but separately with women, not together. Together living is very disturbing. It is not at all recommended. Give this point. At least, this should not be encouraged.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Generally in our temples, within the temple building no gåhasthas live together, but in the temple compound, that is to say, around the temple, there may be other buildings. There they live together. But it's...

Prabhupäda: No, I am speaking, within the temple.

Tamäla Kåñëa: I think practically all over the society that has been stopped, the gåhastha living together with wife. I don't think there's any case like that. But in the adjoining buildings they might be...

Prabhupäda: Adjoining buildings... But the temple should not provide them with salary to enjoy their life. That is same thing.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Generally the temples are providing them with apartments, like that.

Prabhupäda: But that is temple.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yeah.

Prabhupäda: Just like we have got so many tenants. They are living in their own. But they have no connection with the temple, neither the temple is paying them or... No, they are earning their own way.

Tamäla Kåñëa: In other words, if the temple provides an apartment, it's the same as paying a salary.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Tamäla Kåñëa: In other words, giving an apartment is the same thing as providing a salary.

Prabhupäda: All right, apartment can be... But what is this? They are given high salary. Because his service is essential--"All right, you take apartment."

Tamäla Kåñëa: But not...

Prabhupäda: You take prasädam. But why salary? Where is the question of salary? Where is vairägya, renouncement? So in all circumstances the salary process should be stopped. One who wants salary, he can work outside.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Actually, even if you don't give a salary, if you give an apartment and you give food and you give all these other things for someone to maintain his household life...

Prabhupäda: Because his service is essential.

Tamäla Kåñëa: But that has to be determined very strictly.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes. Whether his service is absolutely required? So you give him.

Tamäla Kåñëa: That is the factor. That point must be clearly acknowledged.

Prabhupäda: Hm hm. So he's trying to practice... Because sevonmukhe, if he gives service, then gradually he'll renounce. Sevonmukhe hi jihvädau svayam eva sphuraty adaù. God realization means service. The more you give service to the Lord, the more you become advanced in devotional... So one who is giving service, dedicated life, so maybe... But no salary. They may live in the temple, woman separate, man separate.

Tamäla Kåñëa: They're... But the actual thing is that they're being, living together in an apartment, and the temple is paying for that apartment. They're not living separately in the temple. They're being...

Prabhupäda: That is to be discouraged. What do you think?

Giriräja: I agree.

Prabhupäda: In Los Angeles it is very freely going on. In the name of Vaiñëavism they are drawing salary, living comfortably, having sense enjoyment. This is not good, not at all. So you all high officers, you think over it and do the needful.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Vairägya should be cultivated.

Prabhupäda: Vairägya... Caitanya Mahäprabhu says clearly that niñkiïcanasya bhagavad-bhajanonmukhasya. The bhagavad-bhajana, to become devotee of the Lord, means he's disgusted with this material world. For him, bhagavad-bhajana. Just like if I become disgusted with something, I require some change, similarly, bhagavad-bhajana is for him who is absolutely disgusted with this material world. And anyone who has got little interest in material enjoyment, he's not fit for bhagavad-bhajana. He'll have to accept again this material body, either he becomes Brahmä or becomes an ant in the stool, according to his karma. Karmaëä daiva-netreëa jantur deha-upapattaye. He'll have to develop certain type of body according to his desire of enjoyment. This is nature's law. Then where is the question of going back to home, back to Godhead? Why so many varieties of life? There is Brahmä, and there is ant in the stool. So vairägya-vidyä-nija... Väsudeve bhagavati bhakti-yogaù prayojitaù, janayaty äçu vairägyam. And vairägyam means jïänam ca. When one is in full knowledge that "To remain in this material world is useless for me"--jïänam--"I am simply wasting my time by repetition of birth and death," then he can have vairägya. "Stop this!" If this sense is not awakened, there is no bhakti. It is not so easy. Brahma-bhütaù prasannätmä na çocati na käìkñati. That is vairägya. So vairägya-vidyä... Otherwise why big, big persons, they renounced everything? Bharata Mahäräja, young man, the emperor of the whole world, gave up everything. Caitanya Mahäprabhu personally teaches, young man, good, beautiful wife, young wife, so affectionate mother, so much honor in the society, Nimäi Paëòita, so beautiful body... Tyaktvä sudustyaja-surepsita-räjya-lakñmém. Surepsita. Caitanya Mahäprabhu's position was, even the demigods, they desired such family life. But He still gave up. That is teaching. Therefore Sarvabhauma Bhaööäcärya says, vairägya-vidyä-nija-bhak..., çikñärtham: "to teach others." He understood that in order to teach others vairägya-vidyä... He is the Supreme Person. Vairägya-vidyä-nija-bhakti-yoga-çikñärtham ekaù puräëa-puruñaù: "That He was, Supreme Lord. Now He has appeared as Çré Kåñëa Caitanya."Çaréra-dhäré: "He has accepted one body as Çré Kåñëa Caitanya." So these things should be stopped, that they should live comfortably with husband and wife, children, and take salary from the... You decide. This is not to our... Besides that, in our BBT it is clearly written that "Fifty percent for printing book, and fifty percent for..." So you cannot violate this. Those who can give voluntary service, "Welcome." Otherwise we don't require. At least they should not be given any salary. That is very bad. This is against principle.
Tamäla Kåñëa: I was reading the life sketch of Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura. He always maintained a government service job, and still...

Prabhupäda: He gave so much service to Kåñëa. From his family maintenance... He could have renounced, but he said that the family has to be maintained. So he... Markaöa-vairägya. Bhaktivinoda Öhäkura was against giving sannyäsa. He didn't like these bäbäjés. They were markaöa-vairägya, superficially... Markaöa-vairägya means monkey. They live naked, eat fruits, live in the jungle. That is vairägya. But three dozen wives. Markaöa-vairägya. Markaöa means monkey. Superficially vairägya, nägä-bäbä. They eat vegetables, fruits, live in the jungle, no house, or, all, everything like vairägya. But sex. We have... I have seen in Våndävana. They have got a party, each monkey, women's party, and the male will come to any female, "Now ready," "Enter." You can see it. Markaöa-vairägya nähi paraloka dasaya(?).So this should not be encouraged. Then gradually it will deteriorate into...

Tamäla Kåñëa: The Christians had that happen to them.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Tamäla Kåñëa: The Christian religion had that deterioration. Everything deteriorated more and more into sense gratification.

Prabhupäda: Because they have no valid philosophy. It is simply official. They have nothing, no knowledge, no nothing, simply that dress and cloth. That's all. 

Tamäla Kåñëa: Just like the original... When Jesus was there and he had twelve disciples, they simply gave up everything and traveled with him and tried to preach. So they were renunciates, living simply whatever they could take, nothing more, and devoting their lives to God. But the followers later on, more and more they added the degree of sense gratification, till now you can't see any renunciation at all within their order.

Prabhupäda: No, they are drinking. They are having homosex. They are encouraging homosex, giving man-to-man marriage. You know that? This is going on. Doing everything nonsense.

Giriräja: Actually their leader...

Prabhupäda: And they are concluding that they cannot stop committing sins and Jesus Christ will take account for them. Therefore it is very good religion, that "We can do whatever nonsense we like, and if we keep our faith in Jesus Christ, then we are saved." Päpa-buddhiù, nämno baläd päpa-buddhiù. Great offenders. So what news?

Giriräja: Well, the reason I came up is I'm going to try to phone Mr. Rajda now.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Tamäla Kåñëa: He's suggesting that if the Prime Minister can't give that much time, whether you would go to see him? Actually, if you give the idea that Prabhupäda wants to see him in the morning hours...

Giriräja: Yeah, I'm going to.

Tamäla Kåñëa: I mean, if he says that that's not possible...

Prabhupäda: That is not respectful.

Giriräja: No.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Not at all respectful.

Prabhupäda: Then he does not know how to honor a saintly person. It is useless to meet him. If he has no respect for saintly person, if he thinks greater than saintly person, then he's useless.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Then nothing will come of it, anyway. And if we give this opportunity, that he come in the morning, if he...

Prabhupäda: No, no, apart from that, if he has got that sense, that "I am very big man, so everyone should come here," he's useless. We cannot do anything with him.

Giriräja: That's what I thought.

Prabhupäda: Very beginning is...

Giriräja: On the wrong foot.

Tamäla Kåñëa: No, he has to come to see you, Çréla Prabhupäda. Oh, there's so many examples in the çästra of great personalities.

Prabhupäda: Even Caitanya Mahäprabhu refused to see, what to speak of going there.

Giriräja: I agree with you.

Prabhupäda: Even big, big kings, Akbar, Mansingh, they used to, used to come to Rüpa Gosvämé.

Giriräja: No, I agree with you completely.

Prabhupäda: Did... He demanded like that?

Giriräja: No. When I spoke to Mr. Rajda I said that the Prime Minister should come here, and Mr. Rajda agreed. But just now, when I... I just spoke to Gopäla. I was on my way to make the call. So he said that I should just ask you about this.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Giriräja: I was just going to phone, and I mentioned to Gopäla Kåñëa Prabhu that I was going to make this call. So I said that, you know, the Prime Minister was going to be coming here, so he... And I said that I also, in the call I wanted to make that very clear so there was no mistake. And he said that, well, he might be too busy to come here and that he...

Prabhupäda: Gopäla said.

Giriräja: Yeah. So I thought it would be better just to...

Prabhupäda: No, there is no question of.

Giriräja: Yeah. No, I agree completely. I mean, you're millions and billions of times greater than anyone, so there's no question...

Prabhupäda: No, apart from that, if one has no proper respect for a saintly person, he's useless man. You cannot have any benefit. Or neither he can derive any benefit.

Giriräja: Yeah.

Tamäla Kåñëa: From all sides.

Giriräja: Because he'll think he has nothing to learn, that he is already in the best position.

Prabhupäda: And we don't require any from, anything from them, but for the whole human society's welfare we can suggest him, "Do like this." That is our... But we don't require anything from them.

Giriräja: I know that. This is your...

Prabhupäda: Of course, sometimes we are in difficulty. We ask them something.

Tamäla Kåñëa: But that's their duty, anyway. Kñatriyas should provide protection for the saintly person.

Giriräja: Anyway, our real protector is Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Giriräja: He has... Because we've seen so many difficulties. Nobody could see any solution, but...

Prabhupäda: That one Caitanya Mahäprabhu's devotee was ordered to be hanged.

Giriräja: I didn't know that.

Prabhupäda: Gopénätha Paööanäyaka.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yeah.

Prabhupäda: All the devotees approached Caitanya Mahäprabhu, thinking that "He must... The king will excuse him." He never agreed. "Oh, I cannot do that. If he has done something wrong, then let him..." Of course, he was saved and protected by Caitanya Mahäprabhu's good wish, but He never agreed. These are some of the examples that... Simply depend on Kåñëa. But if they are actually respectful, we can ask them. There is... But if it is difficult job... Viñayiëäà sandarçanäm atha yoñit... We cannot keep so strictly, but these are the principles taught by Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

Giriräja: So that principle about living together and salary...

Prabhupäda: That is...

Giriräja: That is meant to apply everywhere in the society.

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. This is exploitation of the Society.

Giriräja: I know. Since I've been preaching more, I've been able to see how much labor and endeavor is going in just to maintain so many idle people. I know you've been saying this for a long time, and now, you know, I feel the strength to actually change that, that only those who are really sincere workers can stay.

Prabhupäda: Otherwise no need. We need their service, but not by being salaried. That is not good. (end) 

Room Conversation with Banker            September 21, 1973, Bombay

A brähmaëa or kñatriya or vaiçya or çüdra must have the requisite quality. And at the same time he must work as such. Then he is brähmaëa. This is the (indistinct). But now in India they have taken: no quality, no work, still, he is brähmaëa. He is pulling on öhelä, no brähmaëa quality, neither work is brähmaëa, but still, he is paëòitjé. I have seen it in Calcutta. One man was pulling on öhelä with great difficulty, and another man is offering respect, "Paëòitjé, namaskära." And he was... (Hindi) He was pulling öhelä. I have seen it. I have seen it in the street. You see. He is still thinking that "I am brähmaëa." He is working like an ass. He has no qualification. Neither he is qualified. Still, he is thinking that he is brähmaëa. Is it not? Yes. That is the cause of India's falldown. You work... These things should be... I am accepting somebody as brähmaëa; then I must see that he has the quality of brähmaëa, that is there, satya, çama, dama, titikñä, and he is working as a brähmaëa. When this was not examined, checked, anyone born in a brähmaëa family became a brähmaëa, the whole thing topsy-turvied. Just like my student here. He belongs to the kñatriya family. But he is not in the fighting, military plan. So he is not kñatriya. But he is now more than kñatriya. He is worshiping God. Therefore he is brähmaëa. He is neither kñatriya nor çüdra. He is brähmaëa. His hereditary title is kñatriya, Kñanna. Kñat na, kñat na. He cannot tolerate injury to others. That is kñanna. Is it not?

Gopäla Kåñëa: I think so.

Prabhupäda: Kñat means injury, and triya means one who delivers. Just like Parékñit Mahäräja, immediately took his sword, "Oh, why you are injuring one cow in my kingdom?" The kñatriya's business is to give protection to the citizens from being injured by others. That is called kñatriya. Brähmaëa means whose knowledge is so perfect that he knows what is God. That is brähmaëa. And çüdra means one who laments. Çocati ti çüdra. (?) Çocati.

Çrutakérti: Na çocati na käìkñati.

Prabhupäda: Çocati means in everything he laments. "Hai hai, I have lost so much things, I have not these things, I have not that thing." So at the present moment, all the people, they are so dissatisfied that they are all çüdras. Çüdra is always in want. So who is not, at the present moment, not in want? Everybody's in want. Therefore everybody is a çüdra now. Kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. And that is his qualification, always feeling in want, çocati. And his work is to serve others, master. A brähmaëa will not work under anybody. A kñatriya will not work under anybody. Nowadays the industrial development has taken place because people are çüdras. They want some service. So-called technologists and laborers, and everything. Everyone is searching after good job. He cannot live independently, just like a dog. A dog cannot live independently. He must have a master. Then he is happy. Is it not? Otherwise it is street dog. So modern education is that they are creating çüdras, to become dependent on others. And therefore modern economic development is taking place because there are so many people, they are prepared to give them service. Suppose in your bank, if you withdraw from the service, the bank will stop. Industry will stop. So because there is no such division as brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra. Everyone is çüdra. Therefore this economic development, so-called economic development, has become possible. But in spite of all this economic development, because people are çüdras, they cannot be happy. Because çocati, they will lament, strike. Even they are getting thousands of rupees, strike. Even they get five hundred thousands of rupees, still there will be strike. Because they are çüdras.

SB 7.11.24                 çüdrasya sannatiù çaucaà sevä sväminy amäyayä 

                                  amantra-yajïo hy asteyaà satyaà go-vipra-rakñaëam

SYNONYMS

 çüdrasya—of the çüdra (the fourth grade of man in society, the worker); sannatiù—obedience to the higher classes (the brähmaëas, kñatriyas and vaiçyas); çaucam—cleanliness; sevä—service; svämini—to the master who maintains him; amäyayä—without duplicity; amantra-yajïaù—performance of sacrifices simply by offering obeisances (without mantras); hi—certainly; asteyam—practicing not to steal; satyam—truthfulness; go—cows; vipra—brahmaëas; rakñaëam—protecting.

TRANSLATION 

Offering obeisances to the higher sections of society [the brähmaëas, kñatriyas and vaiçyas], being always very clean, being free from duplicity, serving one's master, performing sacrifices without uttering mantras, not stealing, always speaking the truth and giving all protection to the cows and brähmaëas—these are the symptoms of the çüdra.

Srila Prabhupada on Management from his Conversations (see also Salaries)

“Management follows preaching like a shadow.” Letter to Mahätmä däsa

Formation (?) of the GBC:

The first management

 is that each and every member in the temple is  

chanting sixteen rounds regularly and following the regulations, that's all...

So the president, local president, must see that the members are chanting.

So this way the institution will be managed, 

then it will make progress.
That is our spiritual strength—to observe the regulative principles and at least chant sixteen rounds. 

Then you do other things.
This is the biggest institution of spiritual activities so everyone of us should be spiritually strong. 

Otherwise, superficially if we want to manage, it will not be possible. (indistinct)….Änukülyena kåñëänu-çélanam, favorably.

Otherwise, it will go to the category of anyäbhiläñitä,

                                       material desire...     May 25, 1972, Los Angeles
Room Conversation with Two Lawyers and Guest                         May 22, 1975, Melbourne

Guest 1: But can't you have people doing good for the sake of goodness?

Prabhupäda: But he does not know what is good.

Guest 1: But there are certain people...

Prabhupäda: Therefore I say blind. He does not know what is good. real goodness is to understand God. That is real goodness.

Guest 1: But there are certain things that you don't..., that are good, that you can accept as being good just by themselves. Now if you see an old lady who gets run over by a car, you go and help her. Now there are certain things that are good by themselves, I think, and that people will react and do the good thing even though they mightn't have any concept of God.

Prabhupäda: No. Unless you have got the real platform how you can do good?
No, but my proposition is that they should not commit, either the king or the elected person should not commit mistake. But if you try to educate the mass of people to become educated to elect the right person, that is very difficult. But if a king, a person, is educated nicely, that is easier. That is my point of view.

No, everything will be all right. Because the man on the head is perfectly, he'll manage, he'll manage. But if he's not perfect, then it is not possible. Therefore the endeavor should be made... Either call it dictator or president or king, it doesn't matter. The man on the top of the executive must be a perfect man. 

Conversation on Train to Allahabad       January 11, 1977, India

Rämeçvara: Çréla Prabhupäda, should we be thinking in our minds that one day the Kåñëa consciousness movement will have to manage the cities and the nations of the world?

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes.

Rämeçvara: So there are so many different departments in managing such a big thing. It requires a lot of...

Prabhupäda: No, no. We shall... If people become Kåñëa conscious, then the so many nonsense departments will be reduced.

Hari-çauri: Simplified.

Prabhupäda: Yes. The department, the sinful departments, illicit sex, meat-eating, this will be closed, and that will make simple.

Rämeçvara: Completely?

Prabhupäda: No, at least we shall try to make closed. And if people become localized, then this traffic will be little. Just like I am trying to organize the farm. If people do not come out of home, then this system will be obsolete. There will be no more department. They have created hundreds. They do not know how to manage it. For livelihood they have to go to Bombay, and therefore they require so many local trains. But if they localized, they can get their livelihood locally, there is no question of these all...

Morning Walk                                  March 15, 1974, Våndävana

(break) ...politician, Balavanta? He's not here. So let him preach that "We shall, if you take our Kåñëa consciousness movement, there will be no unemployment." He can at least give this manifesto to the..., "There will be no more unemployment." People will be very nice, very glad to hear. Now this machine, this machine nonsense means unemployment. One machine will work for hundred men. So hundred men becomes unemployed, and one technician, he gets all the salaries. To work on the computer, com...

Devotee: Computer, yes.

Prabhupäda: Machine. And he's very expert. He'll take three thousand dollars. And others will be unemployed. This is going on. And they are thinking: "Advancement of civilization." Advancement of civilization means "Exploit others and you become happy." This is advancement of civilization. "Others may die for such, out of starvation, and one man takes all the money and spends it for wine and women and motor car." That's all. This is advancement of civilization. Sarve sukhino bhavantu. This is Vedic civilization. "Let everyone be happy." That is Vedic civilization. And the demonic civilization, they're: "Let everyone suffer; I become happy. That's all." And Vaiñëava is thinking, "For my salvation it is already guaranteed." But he is thinking, "How these poor people will be saved?" Çoce tato vimukha-cetasa mäyä-sukhäya bharam udvahato vimüòhän. Prahläda Mahäräja. This is Vaiñëava's position. Para-duùkha-duùkhé. He's unhappy by seeing others unhappy. For himself, he has no unhappiness. Para-duùkha-duùkhé. Kåpämbudhir yas tam ahaà prapadye. This is Vaiñëava philosophy. Vaiñëava shall work hard, undergo all tribulation, for others. He has no problem. A Vaiñëava has no problem. Because he has taken shelter of Kåñëa, he has no problem. Kaunteya pratijänéhi na me bhaktaù praëaçyati. Kåñëa also gives guarantee, "Anyone who has taken shelter of My..., he is saved. I will give him protection." Kåñëa says, ahaà tväà mokñayiñyämi sarva... Everything is there. For Vaiñëava there is no suffering, personally. But he is very much anxious: "How these rascals will be happy?" That is his business. "These rascals are misled. They are going astray, unhappy. So how they should be happy?" So that is Vaiñëava's business. So the Vaiñëava, therefore, will have no politics. Politics means planning for one's own happiness. That is politics. So in our society there should be no diplomacy, no politics. Everyone should be eager how to do good to others. That is Vaiñëava. If he's planning something, that "I shall be leader," "I shall be doing something," that is not Vaiñëavism. That politics is not good.

Morning Walk                                                April 2, 1974, Bombay

As soon as the kñatriyas were negligent, immediately the brähmaëas should take step. That was the system. (break) ...offer advice to the kñatriyas according to çästra, and kñatriyas would execute, and the vaiçyas would care for supply. And the çüdras, serving everyone. That's all. This is the system.
Morning Walk                                          May 28, 1974, Rome

Yogeçvara: The manager of a large factory comes to us and says, "Well, here is my problem. My workers are striking for higher pay and no one is satisfied So what can I do?"

Prabhupäda: Yes, you take to Kåñëa consciousness.

Yogeçvara: Well, he wants to know, "How can I apply that in my factory?"

Prabhupäda: You give us the in charge, make us in charge of the factory, we shall do it, and see how we can deal. You can do it. We shall introduce immediately kértana and give them prasädam. It will be solved. And give them lecture and philosophy. We can take. Let us have the charge. Then see how we can do. Or you follow our instruction. But that you will not. You want to exploit these poor fellows, and you are coming to us for solution. You first of all give up the spirit of exploiting. Then it will be solved. You have come to take our advice how to exploit them.

Yogeçvara: So he would ask, "Do I have to close my factory?"

Prabhupäda: No, we shall run on the factory. You give us in charge. We don't want anything from you. Let us manage. I can manage. Just organize saìkértana. It will be solved. Now, these factory men works and goes home. So if you say that "You come early in the morning and you take prasädam here and chant Hare Kåñëa half an hour," they will immediately agree. Immediately agree. And give them good prasädam and have chanting for one hour. They will be all submissive. Is it not? Will they not agree? At least, they will see that "We haven't got to spend money for our food at home. We shall get nice food here. Let us chant. What is the harm?" And as soon as he chants, he becomes a gentleman. That's all.

Yogeçvara: So because we will have cut down his expenses, he will be satisfied with the pay that he has. We would not have to give him more money.

Prabhupäda: They will not take any payment. Just like under me so many Europeans and Americans work daily. I don't pay them a farthing. When they become Kåñëa conscious, you'll haven't got to pay anything. But you cannot take also anything. You cannot, you do not expect that "I don't have to pay anything, so it is very good profit." No, sir, you cannot take also anything. If I would have taken all the sales produced of the book selling, then you would not work. Because although it is my books, I do not take any profit or any sales proceeds, therefore you work. Similarly, these rascals, the proprietor of the factories, if they do not take anything, they will also agree not to take anything. Everything belongs to Kåñëa. Then the solution is there.

Yogeçvara: So in other words the workers are unsatisfied because they see that the managers are exploiting them, but if they see the managers are giving the money to Kåñëa, they will feel satisfied.

Prabhupäda: Yes, and they will also give. Kåñëa becomes the proprietor. Everyone is satisfied.

Dhanaïjaya: Jaya. This is varëäçrama institution.

Prabhupäda: Yes. This is above varëäçrama. It is above varëäçrama. Varëäçrama there is give and take, but here there is no give and... Here is simply give, no take. That is above varëäçrama.
Dhanaïjaya: So the workers are giving to the devotees and the devotees are giving to Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Yes. They become devotee, they will give to Kåñëa. You also become devotees. Not that they become devotee and you exploit them very nicely. That is not.

Morning Walk                                  June 2, 1974, Geneva

Guru Gauräìga: If the people here are so sinful, how is it that they have so many nice facilities? It will go away soon, very soon.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes. As they increase their sinful activities, these facilities will be taken away. Therefore we propose that everything belongs to Kåñëa, and we are all sons of Kåñëa. Just cooperate in Kåñëa consciousness, then the whole world will be happy. This is our proposal. Why do you think it is American, it is Swiss, it is Indian? Everything belongs to Kåñëa. Let us become obedient to Kåñëa, and because we are sons of Kåñëa, let us enjoy the property of Kåñëa. Immediately there will be happiness. I have several times said that the, still the whole world can produce so much grains and foodstuff, ten times of the population can be fed, ten times. In Africa, in Australia, and even in America, so much, I means, prospect of producing food. But they will not cooperate. They will kill the animal. They will throw the grain to the sea, and claim, "It is my land. It is my property."The real knowledge is that everything is the property of God. Éçäväsyam idaà sarvam. No land belongs either to the Americans or to the Swiss people or to the Indian people or to German people. No. Everything belongs to God. And all living entities are the sons of God. So everything produced out of God's land, either on the land or in the sky or anywhere, it is God's property, and all the sons, they have the right to share. So there is no scarcity in the God's kingdom. Simply due to our mismanagement we have created so much trouble. If we accept God as the center and all living entities sons of God, then we can actually live very peacefully in God consciousness. Therefore this is the recommendation, how we can live very peacefully, all of us, both men and animal and everyone. That is said here. Annäd bhavanti bhütäni. Read it.

Yogeçvara:                             annäd bhavanti bhütäni parjanyäd anna-sambhavaù
yajïäd bhavati parjanyo yajïaù karma-samudbhavaù
(translates)

Prabhupäda: Sacrifice means to satisfy God. So you satisfy God. By God's mercy there will be sufficient rain. And when there is sufficient rain you produce sufficient food, food grains, and both the animals and men eat and live in God consciousness. Read the purport.

Yogeçvara: (reads purport in French)

Prabhupäda: So far I have studied... I am traveling all over the world. It is my calculation that we can produce food to give food ten times of the population if we properly utilize the whole planet according to this--produce food. Why because the milk is produced more, the cows should be slaughtered when there is a need of milk? It is so nice foodstuff. So on account of this false nationalism, "This is my land, this is my land, this is my land..." And why not take it as God's land and produce enough foodstuff. There will be no scarcity. There will be no skeleton. And distribute it. Where is that consciousness? There is so much land uncultivated all over the world, especially in America, in Australia, and in Africa, so much, huge land, no cultivation. They are keeping some cows and slaughtering them and exporting. What is this? Why don't you produce food?
Morning Walk                                  March 12, 1974, Våndävana

Bhagavän: The whole idea is that at the end of everyone's life, everyone is required to leave home, perform devotional activities, but not necessarily take sannyäsa.
Prabhupäda: Devotional activities, 

either he leaves from home or not leaves, that doesn't matter. 

It must continue from the very beginning.
For the management of affairs, we require to divide.

Because there are different classes of brain, so those who have very intellectual brain, they should become brähmaëas. Those who are fit for management and protection, they should be trained as kñatriya. And those who are fit for producing food, taking care of the cows, they should be trained as vaiçya. And the balance, they're all çüdras. This is the division. You... Everywhere you'll find this division, natural. One class of men, very intelligent. One class of men, very strong, good brain for management, administration. (aside) Jaya. One class of men, fit for tilling the ground, field, and produce food, take care of the cows. And the balance, çüdra. That's all. 

So in our society, this division should be there. 

The most intelligent class of men, they should be engaged in preaching, reading books and instructing, taking care of Deity worship, temple, and another class should be strong managers, that things are going on nicely. Everyone is engaged, not that eating and sleeping. Everyone must be engaged, employed. So, so if one is very much adapted for eating and sleeping, he should be engaged with plows. You see. He must be activity. Otherwise, there must be dysentery, eating and sleeping. He cannot digest. Yes.

So in this way, our society should be managed.
Not that "Give me second initiation, a sacred thread." And after getting it, business finished: "Now I'm liberated. Let me eat and sleep." This should be stopped. We have got fifty bighäs of land, and I have calculated in Mäyäpura, setting aside twenty bighäs for the temple and grazing ground for the cows, thirty bighäs of land. The production should be three hundred mounds of grains. And three hundred mounds of grain, I have calculated. How much you can...?
Bhagavän: Fifteen hundred.

Prabhupäda: No. According to our present calculated, about 180 mounds. So there should be 120 mounds excess of grain. Instead of excess, they want ten thousand rupees for maintenance. This is... 

This management is going on. These things were not discussed in GBC? So what kind of discussion was there? Simply talking? No practical? And the estimate of budget was presented for ten thousand rupees per month. And... And when it was scrutinizingly studied, immediately it came down to six thousand. So what kind of budget? So management should be in that way, that nobody is sitting idly. Automatically he'll fall sick. Sickness means idleness. Or excess eating, sleeping. No excess, no less. Yuktähära-vihärasya yogo bhavati duùkha-hä. Yukta. Yukta means actually what you need. (aside:) Hare Kåñëa. 

So everywhere, in each center, this system should be introduced,

and there must be practical application of the varëäçrama.
At the same time, this program of devotional service.

Then it will go on very nicely.

Hådayänanda: Should devotees be formally designated in a particular occupation?

Prabhupäda: Eh? No. Devotees are devotees. Actually devotees are above this brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra. 

But for management of material things, we have to divide.
Just like in the body there are divisions. There are... Kåñëa. Kåñëa was acting as a kñatriya. In His boyhood, He was acting like a vaiçya. But Kåñëa is neither kñatriya nor, nor brähmaëa. This is the example. He was a cowherd boy. That is business of vaiçya. And when He was fighting in the battlefield, He was a kñatriya. He was marrying as a kñatriya. So although He was acting sometimes as kñatriya, sometimes as vaiçya, but He's neither of these. So devotee is like that. 

He may act in any position, but He is above all the material conception of life. That is perfection. Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa...

Nitäi: Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Nitäi: What should the kñatriyas be taught?

Prabhupäda: Kñatriyas should be taught that he is manager. He must see that everyone is engaged. And if there is any fight, they must come forward to fight. This is kñatriya's business. There may be fight. Somebody may attack us. Not that chanting, "Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa..." No. They must come forward. "Yes, we are prepared to fight." That is kñatriya.

Tamäla-Kåñëa: Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Eh.

Tamäla-Kåñëa: In our centers we are awarding brähmaëa initiation, second initiation...

Prabhupäda: No, no. Initiation should go on. Even... You do not understand what I have said, that that is for Vaiñëava. A Vaiñëava and Viñëu... Just like Kåñëa is Viñëu, He's not human being, but He was acting like human being, similarly, Vaiñëava is transcendental. But for proper management of the material world, one should be acting like brähmaëa, one should be acting like kñatriya. That is required. Just like actually we are doing so. Some of you are preaching, and some of you are cleansing the temple. It does not mean that a sannyäsé who is preaching, he is better than that man who is cleansing. The... Their position as Vaiñëava is the same. But for the management, one is cleansing, one is seeing the construction, one is going to preach, like that. That should be there. 

It is not that "Because I have taken sannyäsa, therefore I cannot any more do anything." 

If need be, he has to act as kñatriya. Or a çüdra. It doesn't matter.

Hådayänanda: Oh.

Prabhupäda: Doesn't matter. 

But manage, for management, this division must be there.

Otherwise it will be mismanagement.
Yes. A Vaiñëava coming to the position of doing the work of a çüdra does not mean he has become çüdra. He's Vaiñëava. Try to understand this point. Just like in the stage. If you want to play something, one must be king, one must be queen, one must be..., but neither of them king or queen. That is stage play. 

Similarly to manage things in the material world we have to...
Guëa, karma. Karma there must be. Therefore the karma should be done, executed, according to quality.

Ätreya-åñi: So in our Movement, the leaders must decide how every devotee and every resource is engaged properly.

Prabhupäda: That is leadership. That is leadership. The... Which man is fitted for which work.

Ätreya-åñi: Yes. Utilization of all resources...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Ätreya-åñi: ...including devotees and funds and everything.

Prabhupäda: Then... The first thing is that we should see that everyone is engaged. How he should be engaged, that requires leadership. But the first business is to engage everyone. Nobody should be without engagement. Then it will be idle worse, works... What do you call? Idle brain is devil's workshop. And the devil is käminé-käïcana, woman and money. This is devil. So if you remain idle, then you shall think of devil. So we should see that everyone is engaged properly. Hare Kåñëa. Jaya. [break] ...instruction in this connection is very important.
Everyone should be trained as Vaiñëava.

At the same time, he should work in different position for management. So if our men are not prepared—Tamäla Kåñëa Mahäräja—for doing the plowing work, then what is the use of purchasing land?

Tamäla Kåñëa: They are not prepared.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Tamäla Kåñëa: They are not prepared.

Prabhupäda: Then? You have to engage laborer and spend two hundred rupees per head at least, including salary and food, and the production is nil. In this way, there must be ten thousand, twenty thousand expenditure. Am I right or not, that "You bring money some way from anywhere, and let us spend lavishly?" 

What kind of management this is? We should consider the money, after all, is earned with hard labor. So somebody will bring money with hard labor, and another body will spend like irresponsible prince; that should be stopped. 

That is management.
Morning Walk(2)                        March 14, 1974, Vrndavana                                                        

But for management we have to make divisions. That is...

Devotee: Actually the whole society could be Vaiñëava.

Prabhupäda: Ah. They're Vaiñëava. 

But because they have got to live in the material world, there must be division of work. 

If everyone wants to become the brain, who will act as leg? That is also required. If everyone says, "No, no, I'm not going to do the work of leg. I want simply to work as..." No. It is needed. The brain is needed, the hand is needed, the belly is needed, the leg is needed. So that we have to divide. Who will work as brain, who will work as hand, who will work as leg... The main aim is how to maintain this body perfectly, fit. That should be the aim, how the society will go on nicely. And for management, this hand, leg, brain, belly must be divided.

Morning Walk                                  April 20, 1974, Hyderabad

Païcadraviòa: How do you teach a varëäçrama college? In varëäçrama college if somebody comes in... They say, "I want to be kñatriya" or "I want to be vaiçya." Is it like that?

Prabhupäda: No, that will be tested by the teachers, what for he is fit. He will be test by the guru.
Païcadraviòa: Who will teach him to be a kñatriya or who will teach him to be a vaiçya?
Prabhupäda: A kñatriya, a brähmaëa. Just like if you want to learn music, you have to go to a musician.

Païcadraviòa: So where will we get kñatriyas and...?

Prabhupäda: That is in the çästra. Anyone can learn it. Just like if you want to be doctor, so you must have this qualification. Similarly, these things are stated in the Bhagavad-gétä. Kñatriya means if there is fight, he must go forward first of all, risking his life. That is kñatriya.
Païcadraviòa: So we have men who could teach this? Do we have men...?

Prabhupäda: Yes. (break) Because he knows how to teach. That's all.

Païcadraviòa: The brähmaëas, they all become devotee... They would all be engaged in devotional life as...

Prabhupäda: This is also devotion, to teach a kñatriya, because this is necessary in the society. This is also devotion.

Païcadraviòa: And vaiçyas?
Prabhupäda: Just like when Kåñëa is fighting. Kåñëa is fighting, killing the demons. So that is also devotion, if you help Kåñëa by killing demons, not that simply by chanting, you supply... Just like Bhismadeva. He even injured Kåñëa, and Kåñëa took it very pleasant. Instead of throwing flowers, he pierced His body with arrow. So everything for the service. If Kåñëa is pleased being pierced by the arrow the devotee will do that. His only business is how to please Kåñëa. Just like, the example is given by Viçvanätha Cakravarté that when a man kisses a woman and bites her, she becomes pleased. Is it not? Is not a fact that that biting is pleasing? Is it pleasing? But sometimes it is pleasing. So one has to learn where to bite and when to... (chuckles) But if a rascal thinks that "Biting is pleasing. I shall bite always," then he is a rascal. (laughter) (break) ...lying down on the Yamunä beach, on the sand with His friends. And if we think, "No, there is no need of bedding of Kåñëa. He was lying down on the Yamunä beach, so He will lie down on the floor." So is... That conclusion is very nice?

Mahäàsa: No.

Prabhupäda: So we must know how to please Kåñëa. Generally, the çravaëaà kértanaà viñëoù, that is pleasing. 

Therefore these rules and regulation for everyone.
But when one becomes mature devotee, he knows how to please Kåñëa. He knows.

Nitäi: One question came up the other day when I was talking with this clergyman.

Prabhupäda: Clergyman?

Nitäi: Yes, that man I was talking to was a clergyman.

Prabhupäda: Where he was?

Nitäi: He was on the airplane when we were coming here to Hyderabad. And he was asking what our program was. And I was telling him that first of all, in order to relieve the confusion of society, we wanted to establish the Vedic culture with this varëäçrama system. And he asked me what would be the program that we would have for a man who works in the factory...

Prabhupäda: He is a çüdra.
Nitäi: Would we retrain him as a farmer?

Prabhupäda: No, if he is prepared. If not, let him remain. But we can utilize that çüdra also.

Nitäi: He can remain in the factory.

Prabhupäda: Yes. But he cannot do the work of a brähmaëa. He cannot be trained as a preacher. But he can help. Just like my legs. The legs cannot do the work of brain, but it can help me. I am walking. So leg is as important as the brain. Similarly, çüdra is as important as the brähmaëa, provided he helps the movement, Kåñëa conscious. That is wanted, not that artificially a çüdra should be working as a brähmaëa, no. But everyone should be engaged in Kåñëa consciousness. That is required.

Nitäi: So in that case he is a çüdra, and he is also doing the work of a...

Prabhupäda: Then he is not a çüdra. One who is engaged in Kåñëa's service, he is neither brähmaëa nor çüdra. He is devotee. He is brahma-bhüta. Brahma-bhüyäya kalpate. Apparently he looks like çüdra. Just like we have got so many men from different quarters, but we do not belong to that quarter any more. Vaiñëave jäti-buddhiù. Therefore anyone who takes, "Oh, here is an American Vaiñëava, here is an Indian Vaiñëava," that is näraké. He is Vaiñëava. That understanding required.

Mahäàsa: Just like that devotee who was making garlands for Kåñëa. Prabhupäda: Yes.

Mahäàsa: He is a devotee. He is not a çüdra making garlands.

Prabhupäda: No. He is not a ordinary gardener.

Païcadraviòa: Or that devotee who was making leaf bowls for worshiping the Ganges.

Prabhupäda: Any engagement, any engagement for Kåñëa, he is Vaiñëava. 

If he is under the guidance of his spiritual master and doing the business according to the direction, he is Vaiñëava. He is above all these.

Païcadraviòa: A çüdra, if he is working, he cannot take brähmaëa initiation, but he can take hari-näma, is that it?

Prabhupäda: Just like sometimes our men, my devotee, they wash the cupboard. Does it mean he is a methar(?)? No. He can go to the Deity room also. He is not a methar(?) or sweeper. But sometimes we do that. So devotee is above all these consideration. But because there is management, they should appear as brähmaëa, as çüdra, as kñatriya, like that. 

sa guëän samatétyaitä brahma-bhüyäya kalpate
mäà ca vyabhicariëi bhakti-yogena yaù sevate
A devotee, because he is working as a çüdra, he is not a çüdra; neither he is a brähmaëa. He is already in the spiritual platform. But for management we have to do that. One can do the çüdra's work nicely--let him be engaged in that way. Why he should imitate?

Mahäàsa: Does he get second initiation?

Prabhupäda: Everything he will get. 

Mahäàsa: He gets.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Second initiation means recognized: "Now he has become fully competent Vaiñëava." Just like master is teaching the servant, "Now you give massage in this way, this way." But that does not mean he has become servant.

Païcadraviòa: What if the person working as çüdra says, "I can do so much. I can...,"

Prabhupäda: First of all, try to understand. A devotee is neither brähmaëa nor çüdra. He may act like a çüdra, but he is not çüdra. He may act like a brähmaëa; he is not brähmaëa. He is Vaiñëava. Just like gopés. The gopés, they are village cowherds women. They are, according to social construction, they are not very high class. They did not belong to the brähmaëa class. But their worship, method of worship, has been taken the highest. Ramyä käcid upäsanä vrajavadhü-vargeëa. They were village girls, and practically their character was also not good. Because at dead of night they are going to Kåñëa. But why they have been taken as the most topmost devotee of Kåñëa? Because the love was so high class. It is the test, how much one has learned to love Kåñëa. That is wanted. Apparently he may appear as a brähmaëa, a çüdra or vaiçya. It doesn't matter. It doesn't matter. The only business is to see: sa vai puàsäà paro dharmo yato bhaktir adho... Aiye. Hare Kåñëa. Jaya. That is wanted.

Païcadraviòa: What if the person cannot chant sixteen rounds a day. He says, "I can't..."

Prabhupäda: Then he is not even a human being. He is a rascal. That's all. He is not a human being. What to consider of talking...? 

Don't talk about him if he cannot chant sixteen rounds. 

He is not even a human. He is animal. (break)

Païcadraviòa: ...even he may be employed as factory worker or something.

Prabhupäda: Well, if you take factory workers are better than animals, that is another thing.

Nitäi: One point that you made a few years ago in Våndävana was that this demoniac civilization, especially in U.S.A., keeps a man so much engaged, they make them work so hard, just to earn the simple necessities of life, that they don't have time to cultivate spiritual life.

Prabhupäda: Well, if he likes, he can get time because he is not in the factory twenty-four hours. But if one... That is explained, apratihatä. Kåñëa consciousness cannot be checked by any material condition. If anyone wants to become Kåñëa conscious, it is not checked. So there is nothing impediment, provided he wants to become. In any condition of life, sthane sthitaù, if he simply hears about Kåñëa then everything is all right. He will gradually catch up everything and adjust things. But if he has no ears to hear about Kåñëa, then it is difficult. Therefore çravaëam. The first thing is that. The first qualification--he must be eager to hear about Kåñëa. Then everything will come. Çravaëaà kértanaà viñëoù smaraëam päda-sevanam, arcanaà vandanaà däsyam. (break)

Païcadraviòa: ...such devotees that they do service, they may be very big, they attract so many people, they are successful, kértana and everything, but we know they are not chanting japa. What can we do in that situation? Are we...

Prabhupäda: Situation, he is doing some service. He is doing some service.

Païcadraviòa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: So because on account of that service, if he could not, that can be excused. But not that practice should be taken as permanent business. The regulation is that if you cannot finish your chanting that day, then next day you should forget sleeping and eating and must finish it.

Païcadraviòa: Some persons we encounter they don't even chant at all, and yet we are in association with them, and they are...

Prabhupäda: No, if you miss on account of busy-ness, then next day you must finish it. You should not go to sleep. You should not... Yes, that day you should forget all other business. First of all compensate this.

Satsvarüpa: Some devotees have it as a chronic condition, though.

Prabhupäda: Then he is animal.

Satsvarüpa: But still, he's doing lots of good devotional service.

Païcadraviòa: He may even be manager.
Prabhupäda: Then they will get some chance later on. What is that devotee, if you do not follow the regulative principles? The business is that if one day you cannot, but finish. The next day you must finish. Now, for eating, he is very eager, and for sleeping, he is very eager, and for finishing chanting, he has no eagerness. Then he is animal. It is simply an excuse. Yesterday you had no time? You were very busy? All right. Today you forget your sleeping and eating. Finish it. That is wanted. (break) And only for chanting, you have no time. 

This is not allowed. This is not allowed.

This is cheating, that "I am so busy."

Païcadraviòa: Most of these devotees in Hyderabad, they are chanting twenty-five rounds a day or more.

Prabhupäda: That's all right. If you can chant more, that is good. (break)

Païcadraviòa: ...must associate with them, that is difficult.

Prabhupäda: But you do your business. You don't follow them. 

That's all. You remain perfect. There are many imperfects, admitting, but you try to remain perfect so that they may see you, your behavior, and they may follow you. If everyone is sincere in his activity, then where is the question? The society means if I am defective, I am seeing that you are doing nicely, so I will be ashamed. That is also teaching. Actually that should be the practice. If I cannot finish my sixteen rounds due to some business, then next day I must finish it. If you say that "Next day also, I am busy," then you should forego your eating and sleeping and finish it. That is the way. You are so busy, but you do not forget your eating and sleeping. That is cheating. If you are so busy that you forget your eating and sleeping, then I can consider that you are very busy. But you do not forget this portion. "Whenever there is opportunity, I sleep and eat. And I have no time for chanting"--this is cheating. How long you can go on by cheating? You must finish it. Hare Kåñëa. Somebody, after initiation he promises, "Yes, I shall follow these rules and regulations. I shall chant sixteen rounds," before the fire, before the Deity, before the guru, and if he does not follow, then he is a cheater. 

What to speak of his becoming a Vaiñëava, he is a cheater.

He breaks all his promises. Therefore after seeing, observing a person is doing everything, then say second initiation, or then he should not be recommended for second initiation unless the president and the other authorities see that he is doing nicely, he is following. Otherwise he should not be recommended. If he is recommended, that is also another cheating. If you know that this person is not following the rules and regulation, then why should you recommend him? Then it is another cheating. 

Viddhi-bhakti must be followed; otherwise it becomes sahajiyä.
Press Conference                                April 18, 1974, Hyderabad

Therefore the society must be divided into four classes of men,
as it is stated in the Bhagavad-gétä: cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù. There are three guëas, and the sattva-guëa, brähmaëa, a class of ideal men, must be there in the society so that people can follow them. Yad yad äcarati çreñöhaù lokas tad anuvartate. If there is no ideal men in the society, how they can be of good character? Therefore the brahminical class of men, I mean to say, in quality, satyaà çamo damas titikñä ärjava, jïänaà vijïänam ästikyaà brahma-karma svabhäva-jam. There must be an ideal class of forward whenever there is danger. They will come forward to give protection to the society. Similarly, next, the vaiçya, they must produce. Kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam. The class of men should be interested, produce foodgrains and give protection to the cows.

So where are these things? How you can expect good society, good management? 

If you want good society, good management, people happy in this life and next, then you have to adopt the principles given by Çré Kåñëa Himself in the Bhagavad-gétä. And we are preaching the cult of Bhagavad-gétä all over the world. 

That is Kåñëa consciousness movement. Thank you very much.

Morning Walk                                       June 29, 1975, Denver

Prabhupäda: Yes. No, they distribute while in the field. They give to the brähmaëas, to the temples, to the king, and the balance they take. This is the Vedic system, that if I grow something, first of all twenty-five percent to the king, then to the temple, to the brähmaëas, to the poor. And then balance, I shall take... 

[Parasara Samhita Chapter Two :

8. What sin a fisherman incurs in the course of one full year, — the same is incurred by the driver of a plough- share made of iron in the course of a single day. 

9. A hunter who makes his living by killing beasts ; one who lives by ensnaring them ; a fisherman and a fowler ; as also an agriculturist who makes no gifts (of paddy) : — all these five incur the same identical sin. 

10. By cutting trees, by rending the earth, and by destroying insects and worms, what sin is incurred by a tiller of the soil is removed by the sacrifice on the threshing- floor. 

(The sacrifice on the threshing floor consists of gifts of paddy at that place.) 

11. He who refrains from making gifts to Brahmanas, when he stands at the foot of the heaped-up paddy, is a thief; he is the most wicked of all possible sinners ; he should be proclaimed as a Brahman-killer. 

12. By making a gift of one-sixth (up to one-fourth) part to the sovereign of the land, one twenty-first for the sake of the gods, and one-thirtieth to the Brahman caste, one is freed from all sins.] 

...And they produce so large quantity, they do not feel any scarcity. And when the trade came, people understood. Then they want to sell. "Why shall I give to the temple? Why shall I give to the brähmaëa? Save it. I shall sell it. I shall get more money, and I shall drink." When trade came. When there was no trade, you grow your own food and distribute freely. In my Guru Mahäräja's time they were collecting the rice and other food grain, huge quantity. They were giving. And now they are not giving. They think that "If I sell, I shall get so much money, and it will help me for my drinking."

Room Conversation with Devotees                                           August 1, 1975, New Orleans

In this way organize.
Avoid machine. Keep everyone employed as brähmaëa, as kñatriya, as vaiçya.
Morning Walk                                  December 12, 1975, Våndävana

Prabhupäda: Yes. Pravåttià ca nivåttià ca, na vidur äsuräù. In which way we have direct out activities, in which way we shall have to stop our activities: they do not know. Äsuräù janä. Because they don't take direction from God. They make their own way of speculation. So therefore, they are animals, or demons. Because they do not take direction during life, therefore at the end Kåñëa comes, måtyuù sarva-haraç cäham. All mental speculation, creation, is taken away at death. (to passerby:) Hare Kåñëa! It is said, kåñëa nama koro vai ar sabe miche palaiba patha näi yama äche piche: take to Kåñëa consciousness, don't try to escape. Because behind you there is Yamaraja! (laughs) He will finish your all concoction. Hare Kåñëa!

Morning Walk                                  December 14, 1975, New Delhi

Anything change means it is the domain of rascals, pandemonium. Just like in Manu-saàhitä it is said that, na striyam svatantratäm arhati, women should not be given independence. Once said, that is fact. If you want to change, you suffer. That's all

Room Conversation with Dr. Karan Singh,                                   November 25, 1971, Delhi 

Former Cabinet Minister in the Indian Government

And Member of the Royal Family of Kashmir                                                    

Dr. Singh: Can't we all be combined in a single person rather than dividing them into four, at least in the present age?

Prabhupäda: No. That is not possible. Suppose if you are a kñatriya, you are ruling, you cannot go to work in the field.

Dr. Singh: We go to work in the office, which is equally hard, I can assure you. (laughs) We go from morning till evening. I wish I could go to the field, in fact...

...Prabhupäda: So this Kåñëa consciousness movement is purifying everyone. This bodily concept of life, "I am Indian," "I am American," "I am Hindu," "I am Muslim," they are forgetting. Just like in our society there are devotees from many religious sects, many countries, but they are nobody in that concept of life. They are purely thinking, "I am servant of Kåñëa." This is bhakti. This is spiritual platform. So far the material platform is concerned, there is already division. An intelligent class of men, the administrator class. Just like not all everyone is interested taking part in administration. Just like we, at least myself, if you invite me to come to the administration, I will not be interested. We are interested in different thing. So similarly, naturally there is a division. The intelligent class of men, they like to study philosophy, they like to understand what is the ultimate goal of life, so many things. So intelligent class of men should be engaged in that business. They should not be dragged in other platform. And those who are inclined to take part in politics, administration, that class also should be trained how to rule over the country, how to make satisfied the citizens. They should be trained up, as in business people are trained up. Now the fault is without being trained, simply by votes one becomes prime minister or (indistinct). He has no training how to administer, but simply by vote, he occupies a big post. And that is his qualification. But he does not know how to rule over, how to make the people satisfied. Therefore, chaos. Daily everywhere, government is changing. Daily, weekly, this government, that government, that government. Why? Because they are not trained up how to administer. Therefore, that is required. Tejaù. First these administrators must be tejasé, éçvara bhava(?). (Sanskrit) Now there will be fight, and the administers will sit down on the nice couch and the common man will fight. Formerly kñatriya came first of all. Like Arjuna, he is in the front. The other side, Duryodhana is in the front. So the fighter in that, "Oh, my master is there." But there is no kñatriya. The administration is under the çüdra side. How they can manage? So they must be trained. As in business, we give training. Similarly, those who are going to take up the responsibility of administration, they should be trained. And who will train them? The brähmaëas, the çästra, sädhu-çästra-guru. And those who are common men, they will simply work under their direction. 

This division is already there, simply the training is not there. 

Therefore, there is chaos.
Dr. Singh: There was a lot of chaos even in the old days when these divisions were there

Prabhupada: No, not so.

Dr. Singh: If you look at ancient history, it is one long story of massacres and wars and turmoil.

Prabhupäda: No.

Dr. Singh: If you read (indistinct).

Prabhupäda: (indistinct) some thousands of years. But so far our Indian history goes, we had two wars only, big wars. One war was Rävaëa and Räma, another was between the Kurus and the Päëòavas after many millions of years passed.

Dr. Singh: There's only two recorded wars.

Prabhupäda: That's all right. It was recorded. That fighting is going on even in the family. We see between husband and wife also there is sometimes fighting. That is not taken into account. But the major wars in the history of the world...Because India, or Bhäratavarña, means the whole world. Now it is cut into pieces. Just like twenty years ago, Pakistan is cut. This planet is called Bhäratavarña. Formerly it was known as Ilävåtavarña. Later on, after the ruling of Mahäräja Bharata...You know Mahäräja Bharata. After his name, this planet is called Bhäratavarña. And up to the Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira, there was one ruling all over the world. One king in this (indistinct). Then gradually...Why? The culture was lost. The Vedic culture was lost. Up to Mahäräja Parékñit, the Vedic culture was kept intact. Just like Mahäräja Parékñit, while he was going on tour of the Western countries, he saw one black man was trying to kill one cow. He immediately took his sword, ""Who are you? You are killing cow in my kingdom?" So that culture we have lost. Immediately he began, "With this sword I shall kill you."

So king should give protection to all living entities. That is king's duty, state's duty. Everyone should have living right. Why the animals should be killed? They are also prajä. Is it not duty of the king to give protection? And that was being done up to the Mahäräja Parékñit. Therefore, there was one kingdom. When they deteriorated, gradually part, part, part. Just like what is this Pakistan problem? These Pakistani Muhammadans, they do not come from Muhammadan country. They are our men, Hindus converted. But we could not keep the culture. Just like Kåñëa says, 

mäà hi pärtha vyapäçritya ye 'pi syuù päpa-yonayaù

striyo vaiçyäs tathä çüdräs te 'pi yänti paräà gatim

Another in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, 

kiräta-hüëändhra-pulinda-pulkaçä äbhéra-çumbhä yavanäù khasädayaù

ye 'nye ca päpä (yad-apäçrayäçrayäùçudhyanti tasmai prabhaviñëave namaù

We did not preach this Kåñëa consciousness movement. Therefore, we created all these things. Whose duty it is? Kåñëa said, mäà hi pärtha vyapäçritya ye 'pi syuù päpa-yonayaù. "Even one is born in päpa-yoni, he can come to Me." That is now the duty of those who are elevated as brähmaëa and kñatriya, to keep the standard. Even one is born in päpa-yoni, he should be educated to become Kåñëa conscious. But that we did not do. We simply hated. When, during Muhammadan period, if the Muhammadan will take some water from the (indistinct) and put in this way, sprinkle over, "Oh, he has become Muhammadan." This has been done. These are stated in the Caitanya-caritämåta. Now whatever is done is done. Now if you want to unite the whole world again under one banner, then this Kåñëa consciousness movement is the only...

Dr. Singh: Should we want to unite the world, or should be want to unite ourselves with Kåñëa?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Dr. Singh: Should we not rather want to unite ourselves with Kåñëa rather than to unite the world?

Prabhupäda: Well, unless you are united with Kåñëa, how you can teach the world to become united?

Dr. Singh: But why should one teach the world to become united with Kåñëa (indistinct).
Prabhupäda: To become happy, to be happy. To become really happy. Yaà labdhvä cäparaà läbhaà manyate nädhikaà tataù. Everyone feels satisfied, "Oh, I have got Kåñëa (indistinct.)"

Dr. Singh: So the first thing is to get Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Dr. Singh: The world can then be looked after later.

Prabhupäda: No. Side by side. Just like what world you can look after? Tell me, what is the particular way you want to look after?

Dr. Singh: Well, I mean that with Kåñëa first (indistinct), so what is the first priority?

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Dr. Singh: First priority is to try...(break)...function.

Prabhupäda: What do you mean by this first priority? That I want to know from you.

Dr. Singh: No, you were talking, Swamiji, about the unification of the world.

Prabhupäda: Yes. The world is going on. We simply say that you take to Kåñëa consciousness and you will be happy. Happy in this life, happy in the next life. So you are going on in this way. "In this way" means either out of the four classes. You may name in a different way. I say brähmaëa class, you say intelligent class. Do you agree that in the world there is an intelligent class of men?

Dr. Singh: Yes, but they can also work.

Prabhupäda: Everyone is working.

Dr. Singh: They can be very good worker.

Prabhupäda: When your brain...Brain is the intelligent part of this body. So unless the brain works, nobody can work.

Dr. Singh: Everybody has a brain, all classes.

Prabhupäda: Therefore, the intelligent class means the brain of the society. They must work. Otherwise, how others will work? Working is compulsory for everyone.   

Dr. Singh: They can fight also.

Prabhupäda: But just like the brain says that "Here is an enemy," so hand immediately strikes. Brain gives direction that "Here is an enemy coming," and he strikes with his hand. This is kñatriya. And the belly supplies food, vaiçya. And the legs, çüdra, carries. So there must be systematic division of the work. Everyone should work. The brain will work, the hand will work, the belly will work, the leg will work, but the direction should be from the brain. Therefore, first of all duty is there must be an intelligent class of men directing. Then the other direction will follow. If the duty of the intelligent class of men is taken by the foolish rascals, then how this work will go on? That is first reformation, that we should pick up the intelligent class of men of the world and they will direct. And next the administrator class. And next the productive class. So intelligent class means one who is Kåñëa conscious, he is intelligent, actual. Just like in Bhagavad-gétä it is said, bahünäà janmanäm ante jïänavän mäà prapadyate [Bg. 7.19]. Is it not? So jïänavän means the first-class intelligent class. So after many, many births, when one becomes actually wise, what is the symptom? Mäà prapadyate, he immediately surrenders to Kåñëa. Vasudevaù sarvam iti sa mahätmä su-durlabhaù [Bg. 7.19]. That is the highest perfection of intelligence, to become Kåñëa conscious. Then he will give direction to the administration. The basic principle is that without being Kåñëa conscious, you cannot work properly. (Sanskrit) Because we neglected Kåñëa, therefore brähmaëa, kñatriyas, they have fallen down. Brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, everyone. (Sanskrit)

Evening Darçana                            January 23, 1977, Bhuvaneçvara

Prabhupäda: No. Politics is there. Politics means formerly the brähmaëas were the guide, teacher of the society, guide of the society. Brahminical culture. The brähmaëas were not interested in politics. They would give advice to the kñatriyas, and the kñatriyas would administer. Brähmaëas were not interested to take politics, from time immemorial, even during the time of Mahäräja Påthu. Not that the kñatriyas were irresponsible, no. They were taking guidance from the learned brähmaëas, saintly persons, and they were ruling over. Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira was doing that. Mahäräja Parékñit was doing that. Lord Rämacandra also.

Morning Walk                                 December 12, 1973, Los Angeles

This is their business, çüdra business. Çüdra business. Çüdras, they have no knowledge. They commit mistake over and over. Therefore brähmaëa required to guide the kñatriya, the vaiçya and the çüdra. Therefore they are guru. Otherwise, they will commit mistake, more or less. It is practical.
Room Conversation with Dr. John Mize                                       June 23, 1975, Los Angeles

And according to Vedic civilization, as soon as one is a brähmaëa, he is not within the jurisdiction of administration, immediately. The government has no right to check in his activities. Because he knows he is a brähmaëa. Four person, four or five, they are excused from the jurisdiction of law. The first is brähmaëa, the second is cow, the third is woman, and the fourth is old man, and fifth is the child. These five persons are not in the jurisdiction of law. No. Just like we have got practical. If a child comes and takes my spectacle away, he is not criminal. Everyone knows. But if a man takes my spectacle, then he is criminal. Similarly, a brähmaëa is never criminal. A cow is never criminal. These are the Vedic civilization. Woman, woman is also excused. No punishment for woman.

Jayatértha: Now the crime rate amongst the women is...

Prabhupäda: Now they have been trained up. What can be done? Woman is not trained up now to become a chaste wife. That is the defect of the civilization. Formerly, woman was trained up only to become, remain faithful to his husband, that's all. Nari-rüpaà pati-vrataù: "Woman's beauty is how she is faithful to her husband." That's all. That is beauty, not personal beauty. Vidyä rüpaà kurupanam: "A black man or ugly man, if he is educated, that is his beauty." Kokilänäà svaro rüpaà. Kokila, the cuckoo is just like a crow, but everyone likes because his voice is so sweet. Kokilänäà svaro rüpaà vidyä rüpaà kurupanam nari-rüpaà pati-vratam. Like that, he has given a list. These are the beauty. If a woman is trained up not to talk with any other man except her husband, that is her beauty. That enhances the beauty and prestige. This is Vedic knowledge.

Room Conversation with Two Lawyers and Guest May 22, 1975, Melbourne

Guest 1: They're trying. (laughs)

Prabhupäda: That is another foolishness. When you are trying to be a lawyer or barrister, that does not mean you are barrister. When you are a student of law you cannot say that "I am barrister," or "advocate," that you cannot say. You are trying to be, that is another thing. But while they are trying to be, they are taking the position of leader. That is the misleading. That is described in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, andhä yathändhair upanéyamänäù. "One blind man is trying to lead many other blind men." What is the use of such leading? If the leader is blind, how he will do well to other blind men?

Morning Walk                                       January 4, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Our, one of the mission is to reestablish the division of the society according to...

Dr. Patel: But, sir, even without redividing them, nature has divided it.

Prabhupäda: No, no, nature has divided, 

but we are taking the post or some position without qualification.

That must be rectified.

Dr. Patel: That, what you say, that we should not have come in possession of the power in government, is a fact. They have no that quality of governing.

Prabhupäda: Yes. What can be done? There is no kñatriyas.

Dr. Patel: They... You see, they govern for themselves, and not for people.

Prabhupäda: There is no brähmaëa in the society.

Dr. Patel: I think the degeneration of this country are from the foreign people, foreign domination.

Prabhupäda: Yes. No, it was their propaganda, Macauley's, that "If you keep Indians as Indians, you'll never be able to rule over them." So British policy was to make propaganda so that "everything Indian is bad."

Dr. Patel: I think Max Mueller (indistinct).

Prabhupäda: No, it was necessary for them to Anglicize the Indians to rule over them.

Dr. Patel: Our differential, or (Hindi) has created all this rot.

Prabhupäda: It is not our, it is human society's.

Dr. Patel: (Hindi) We allowed everyone to be here unawares. If public corporation, trading company, becomes the ruler of this country, I don't understand how it could be.

Prabhupäda: Because we have no, that cätur-varëa system. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13]. You have given up Kåñëa's instruction, now you have to suffer. You do not train brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra. So anyone who is in power, he is good. That is Kali-yuga. Kali-yuga means anyone gets vote, he's in power. They can misuse the power. There is no kñatriya.

Dr. Patel: I think that is a wrong system (much airplane noise-indistinct) this open Democracy is not a (indistinct) by consensus...

Prabhupäda: No, no. Now, either democracy or monarchy, the population is çüdra. So either you make it democracy o. r any "crazy," çüdra will be on the power. So they can...

Dr. Patel: In Kali-yuga, sir, the çüdras will rule according to the...

Prabhupäda: Everyone is çüdra. Kalau çüdra-sambhavaù. Who is going to become brähmaëa? We are inviting everyone, "Come here, become brähmaëa." Who is interested? He'll go to the factory. Instead of becoming brähmaëa he'll be hammerman.

Morning Walk                                February 2, 1977, Bhuvaneçvara

And in Vedic civilization, animal is being attempted to be killed--"Oh! Who are you?" "Kali-yuga." "Get out!" This is räja, king. And there is nobody to protest. So many animals are being killed. This is Kali-yuga. Why? "They are my subject. You cannot touch." Kåñëa is embracing gopés and the calves also, not that He has selected only gopés to be embraced. Sarva-yoniñu kaunteya. "Anyone who loves Me... Loves or not, I am protecting." Eko yo bahünäà vidadhäti kämän. He's giving protection to everyone. And if he is a devotee, a special protection. This is God, and government means God's representative, God's, not people's representative. 

Government does not mean people's representative. 

Government means God's representative.
That is government. Räjarñi. Imaà räjarñayo viduù. Bhagavad-gétä is not meant for the loafer class. It is meant for the räjarñi. Unless the kings and big, big stalwart leaders understand this science, how they will lead? Because these leaders, they do not understand Bhagavad-gétä, they make their own plan. Therefore so much catastrophe, chaotic condition. It is meant for the räjarñi. Big, big government officer, big, big kings, presidents, ministers. They should understand it.

Morning Walk                                     October 25, 1975, Mauritius

...the government accept you as guide, then everything will be all right.

Brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra. Tell them that "We are not going to take any salary. You simply take our advice, and govern." The modern legislative assembly, they should be composed of first-class brähmaëas, no salary. Then the government will be first-class. All of them are after money; therefore they are trying to capture the power. They have no idea, no desire for the well-being of the citizens.
Evening Darçana                               July 8, 1976, Washington, D.C.

Mr. Boyd: How do we handle these people who don't seem to want to carry their own weight, though, Prabhupäda? The ones who don't want to work and help produce this food?

Prabhupäda: They should be trained up. Therefore Vedic civilization is training. Some section of the people, they should be very intellectuals, brain, just like to maintain this body we require first of all the brain. If the brain is not order, then other parts, they may be there, but they are also useless. So similarly, in the society, some intellectuals should be maintained. They are called brähmaëas, and some of the brähmaëas, they are sannyäsés. They are simply meant for giving good instruction. They should personally become very good and intellectual, and they should give instruction to other people what is the value of life, how to live. This is one section. They should be free from the anxiety of maintaining themselves. The society should treat them as children and give them all necessities, bare necessities, not they are meant for living very luxuriously. No. Simple living. Then the next class, kñatriyas, the politicians, administrators, they are also required to give protection to the people from injury. Kñatriya, kñat means injury, and träyate, "one who saves people from injury." It is kñatriya's duty. So kñatriya should protect all the living entities, including the animals. They are also subjects. So the first, intellectual brähmaëas, then kñatriya. Then vaiçyas, their business is to produce food. Food production you can do by agriculture, kåñi, and by giving protection to the cows. If you get sufficient food grains, like rice, wheat, pulses, and sufficient milk--from milk you get yogurt, butter, ghee--then your all food problem is solved. You must eat. You must eat, you must live properly. So this first, second, third, the intellectual class, the administrative class, and the productive class, these three classes must be there in the society. And those who cannot be grouped either of these three classes, they should generally help as workers. They are called çüdras. So the workers means... Suppose you require a sitting place: the carpenter is there. Suppose you require a knife: so the blacksmith is there. You require clothing: the weaver is there. In this way, four classes of men. First class, second class, third class, or the intellectuals, the administrators, the producers and the general workers. This is Vedic system of division. Brähmaëa... This is for our living condition, and then human life especially meant for spiritual realization, self-realization. For that purpose, again, another four divisions. Generally, the brahmacäré, student life; gåhastha, married life; vänaprastha, retired life; and sannyäsa, renounced life. So at the end of life one should be renounced from all other responsibilities and completely devote his life for Kåñëa consciousness, or God consciousness. In this way, when a person dies in God consciousness, his life is perfect. This is Vedic civilization. Eight divisions, varëa and äçrama. And if you simply produce çüdras, working class, then you cannot have any happiness. That is not possible. And nowadays democratic, if you send some çüdras to act as kñatriyas, they cannot do it. You have got practical experience. In Vietnam, what happened?

Puñöa Kåñëa: The American soldiers, they were simply taking intoxication, hunting after prostitutes and running from the enemy.

Prabhupäda: And when they were attacked, they were running away. Because they are çüdras. How they can fight? They are not trained up as kñatriyas. Huh? Anyone who is unemployed, let him become a soldier, but he cannot fight. That is not possible. Neither this class of men can have good brain to give direction to the society. The democracy means anyone can go to the government, and because he's not kñatriya, his only business is how to get money so long he's on the post. Just like you did not like your President, Mr. Nixon. So that is the risk. If you keep the society in chaotic condition, any department, intellectual, administration, production, they'll be all topsy turvey, and there cannot be any peace in the world. So this Vedic scheme, varëäçrama, is a very important scheme. If possible it should be introduced and taken up very seriously. That is one of the items of Kåñëa consciousness movement, to reestablish the institution of varëa and äçrama. Not by birth, but by qualification. Cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù. Guëa-karma, by quality. In India, the varëäçrama is there, but it is not organized because the government does not take care. The government is imitating Western way of life, "There is no need of brähmaëa, there is no need of kñatriya, simply çüdras." Everywhere this is the position, the çüdra population, kalau çüdra sambhavaù. In this age everyone is a çüdra. So it doesn't matter, everyone is born çüdra, but he should be trained up. Just like in our practical life we see that everyone is not born a scientist or engineer or lawyer. Everyone is born innocent, child, then he's trained up by the guardians. Similarly, there should be a training how to become brähmaëa, how to become kñatriya, how to become vaiçya. And the government should see that everyone, as he is trained up, he is working according to his quality and occupational duty. Then there will be complete peace and harmony. That human society is perfect.

Vipina: His question is that now the government is corrupt, what can be immediately done?

Prabhupäda: How there can be, because the democracy? You are corrupt, therefore your government is corrupt. You correct yourself, the government will be automatically corrected. If you are rascals, the government will be rascals. The government means elected. So if you are not rascal, you'll not elect another rascal to take charge of the government affairs. But because you are rascal, you'll send another rascal. So how can you expect good government? You do not know whom to select. And besides that, the whole population is rascal, çüdra. So anyone you elect, if he's by qualification he's a çüdra, worker, he's not intelligent person, he's not brähmaëa, he's not kñatriya. Actually, the legislative assembly, or in your country, Senate? They should be all brähmaëas. They give advice. Formerly this was the system. Although it was monarchy, even Lord Rämacandra or similar kings, they were not ruling independently--they were taking advice from learned brähmaëas, sages. So the legislative assembly should be composition of intellectual brähmaëas. Then the other administrators, the President or the minister, they should be kñatriyas. In this way, if social organization is made, then there will be perfect peace. If çüdras are allowed to rule over, what they know? Their only aim is that so long he is in the office, "Let me collect some money," that's all. And that will be the latest atmosphere, dasyu-dharmabhiù. Räjanyair dasyu-dharmabhiù. All the government men will become thieves and rogues. Dasyu, dasyu means thieves and rogues. So as the thieves and rogues capture you on the street and ask "Whatever you have got, give, otherwise I shall kill you," so this will be the position in the Kali-yuga. It is happening now. You cannot have any private property; everything you have to declare. Otherwise, it will be taken by force. So people will be very much embarrassed by two things: one thing is taxation, and another thing will be scarcity of food. In this way, all the people all over the world will be embarrassed, so much so that they will leave their home, hearth and home, äcchinna-dära-draviëä yäsyanti giri-känanam. Being separated from family and property, they will take shelter in the hilly ranges or in the forest to get relief. This will be the position. Harassment, so much harassment, by nature, by government. So therefore for complete happy society, this Kåñëa consciousness movement is essential. All intelligent persons, they should join this movement and reform the present social, political, religious. All field of activities, they should reform. Then people will be happy. Not only happy in this life, but also next life.

Morning Walk                              October 16, 1975, Johannesburg

So when people live simple life, the luxuries will no more be required…As soon as people will be devotee, they will not require unnecessary things. They will be satisfied, simply bare necessities of life. That is peaceful condition. You create unnecessary needs of life, and then there is competition, there is hellish life, the factory, and then the factory man requires wine to forget his hard labor, so on, so on. Then he become thieves. He become rogues. This is your society. How you can expect peace?
Puñöa Kåñëa: The only solution is Kåñëa consciousness.      

Prabhupäda: That's it, only solution.

Morning Walk                                        October 16, 1975, Johannesburg

Kåñëa conscious government means Vedic government.

Morning Walk                       September 19, 1975, Våndävana

Prabhupäda: So similarly, the happiness which is destined to you, that will also happen, even though you do not want it. (break) ...rupees. Now I have got forty crores. Who has given me?

Indian man: Yes. Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Kåñëa has given me. So depend on Kåñëa. He says, teñäà nityäbhiyuktänäà yoga-kñemam: "One who is engaged in My service, all that he wants, I supply." He says. See practically. Whatever we wanted, it is coming. It is coming not for my credit or another, anyone credit. It is all Kåñëa's credit. He is giving. As soon as He sees that "They are working for Me," He'll supply everything, whatever you need. Simply we must be sincere and spend it very cautiously, not squandering the money. Then He will give us everything. There is no need of surma(?)-making. I say it is nonsense that by surma-making I will be happy. Chant Hare Kåñëa. Hare Kåñëa. Tasyaiva hetoù prayateta kovidaù. Only for advancing in Kåñëa consciousness we should work. Then everything will come, whatever we want. That is called anyäbhiläñitä-çünyaà, without desiring for anything else.
Morning Walk                              October 7, 1975, Durban

Prabhupäda: That is the specific position of Vedic culture. The habit, that tendency is there, but by Indian Vedic culture these base tendencies are checked and they are made, I mean to say, given opportunity to advance. That is brahminical culture. The brähmaëas voluntarily rejected all these. That is ideal, that "Here is an idea!" But here at the present moment there is no such idea! Everyone is after material enjoyment. There is no ideal that "Here is a person who doesn't care for anything. Still he is so exalted." That is wanted. That ideal is not now. Therefore I am trying to create such ideal men.

Puñöa Kåñëa: It is happening actually by this movement.

Prabhupäda: We are not for material opulence. We are for ideal character. That is wanted. But they have no idea that there can be a class of men, ideal character, ideal knowledge, ideal advancement. They have no such idea. "Simply bring money and enjoy sense gratification," that's all. In that way they will never be happy, but foolish person, they have no leader to give them ideal and neither by nature they are not inclined. Na te viduù svärtha-gatià hi viñëum. Who is giving them ideal that "Come to God, and you will be satisfied"? Nobody is giving. They are simply duräçayä. They are thinking by material opulence they will be happy. This is their ignorance. Therefore so much struggle all over the world. It is not the question of India or America. It is the material way of life.

Room Conversation                       October 14, 1975, Johannesburg

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is the difficulty, that, wholesale people have been miseducated. That is our protest.

And this miseducated is ruling the whole world, all rascals (break)

Morning Walk                                October 16, 1975, Johannesburg

Harikeça: So actually this money doesn't even exist in Vedic society--money.

Prabhupäda: Money is not required. You require things.
Prabhupäda: Yes. I will have to do something. That is another thing. But why you are cheating me? Instead of gold, you are giving me paper. Formerly... You have seen in Kåñëa book that one fruit man came, and Kåñëa was taking some grain. It was falling down. So that was the... A fruit man come, and you give him a packet of grain. Then whatever exchange is possible, the fruit man gives you fruit. That's all.
Puñöa Kåñëa: That is called bartering.

Prabhupäda: Bartering. So there is no need of money. Similarly, you go to another shop. You get. So you produce your food, and in exchange, in barter, you get all things, other things. Somebody is producing something, somebody is producing something. But it can be done. Suppose I am a blacksmith. You want some work from me. So you say that "I'll make this instrument for me." So I say, "You give me one kg paddy." So you give me one kg, I prepare you, so your necessity is fulfilled. Now I have got so much paddy. Now, I may go to purchase something else because I am blacksmith, so grains will be used for my eating, and for, say for ghee, I take the same grain somewhere. So where is the money need of?

Harikeça: It's very difficult to cheat in that system. It's very difficult to cheat.

Prabhupäda: Cheat?

Harikeça: In a system of bartering it's very hard to cheat.

Prabhupäda: Yes. There is no cheating. Everyone is simply simple, honest. And here the government begins cheating. He is engaging you to hard work day and night and paying you a piece of paper, where it is written "one hundred dollars." That's all. This is your society, cheating and cheater. That's all.

Harikeça: People have a hard time understanding that point, because with a hundred dollar note you can buy things.

Prabhupäda: Therefore I say you are all rascals. You do not know. If I say, the government may arrest me that I am infusing people in a different way. But that is the fact.

Harikeça: So a government's duty would be to abolish this false standard of money, and then automatically...

Prabhupäda: Yes. Government's only duty is that government gives me land and I pay tax: "Whatever I produce, take one fourth."
Finish. All taxes. If I don't produce, there is no tax. That's all. 

That is the business between the government and the public. That's all.
Room Conversation                              April 23, 1976, Melbourne

You take the total land as God's property, and all the population, they are sons of God. Then whole problem solved. Everything solved. 

If economic problem is solved,
then social, political, religious, philosophical, everything is solved.

Guest: If there was exchange for that money, I think you'd be right.

Prabhupäda: No money required. No money required. 

Simply one is required to work to produce food grain. That's all. 

No money required.

Morning Walk                                      April 24, 1976, Melbourne

At the same time you see that it is not misspent. That is another defect, that our spending is not very frugal and spend like anything.

Garden Conversation                              June 15, 1976, Detroit

So money cannot solve the problems. That is not possible…So why you cannot write propaganda? You should. You are preaching. You must meet them and must convince them that simply getting money is not the solution of the problem. (microphone rattling) That you have to convince.

Morning Walk                                May 14, 1975, Perth

Çrutakérti: That man last night admitted. He said, "Now I must leave and do my fourth-class activities."

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is fourth class. This is the proof. Fourth-class men administering... Just like misadministration not immediately detected. After some time, when the case is unmanageable, it is detected. Therefore fourth-class men. Simply these Western people, they know how to earn money by hook and crook. 

So, so long the money is there it is covered, the fourth-class men.

And when the money is finished, 

they are exposed, 

fourth-class men.

They're simply covered by money. No social structure, no spiritual understanding, no character, nothing of the sort. Still India, so fallen, you... 95% people, living, husband and wife, very peacefully. And in the Western countries after six months' marriage, divorce. Are they not fourth class? Even the husband and wife cannot continue peaceful life, what to speak of others.

Room Conversation with Ambaréña and Catholic Priest                      June 14, 1976, Detroit

Prabhupäda: You see this black men. They earn sufficient money, but see their home. See their home. You America, you have given them equal rights, they are getting money, but they have no culture. Therefore you may pay them as much as you like, but still poverty-stricken. In Africa also I have seen that they have got their own kingdom, independence, but if we go to the African slums, they are poverty-stricken, wretched. So this civilization will not endure. If there is no culture, simply by money you cannot maintain a standard of civilization. That is not possible. Now the American leaders they are thinking, "Let us have money, then everything..." Of course, by money you are covering all the defects of the social culture. But this will not endure. Day will come and everything will be exposed. Therefore culture required.
Room Conversation                    New Vrndavana                                   29 June, 1976           

Hari-çauri: One thing, the other day they were saying that sometimes when they have this skim milk, and there's some excess after they've fed it to the cows, they throw it away, they use it for fertilizer. Should they do that? Is that all right to use that?

Prabhupäda: Oh, no. We can use it.

Hari-çauri: The skim milk, after they've...

Prabhupäda: What is that? Explain.

Hari-çauri: They have some skim milk. So when they've finished giving it to the devotees and they’ve finished giving it to the cows, then if there’s any extra, they throw it away.

Prabhupäda: How give it to the cows?

Hari-çauri: They feed it to the cows.

Prabhupäda: They eat?

Hari-çauri: They drink it. They put it in their feed, whatever. But then, if there’s any extra, they throw it away, they put on the..., mix it with fertilizer or whatever for the land.

Prabhupäda: It should not be given to the cows. It should be kept, and when it is broken, you get the chänä.
Hari-çauri: It should be made into curd and yogurt, things like that.

Prabhupäda: Yes, not yogurt, chänä, what you call, curd?

Puñöa Kåñëa: Cheese, like cheese.

Prabhupäda: Cheese, yes? But it should not be thrown. From cheese you can make so many preparations.

Hari-çauri: I'll mention it to Kulädri then.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Puñöa Kåñëa: You mentioned also about the whey that you get.

Prabhupäda: Everything should be utilized. Instead of drinking water, you can drink whey. It is very good for digesting. Whey, put little salt and black pepper, it is good digestant. You can avoid water, drink whey. You can use it for cäpäöi.
Puñöa Kåñëa: Making dough?

Prabhupäda: Cäpäöi, just like you dip the cäpäöi, däl, you can dip whey. You can save däl preparing expenditure. Nothing of milk product can be wasted. You should learn it.

Hari-çauri: Yes. That's what I thought, that's why I was asking.

Prabhupäda: Up to the last drop, it can be utilized.

Walk Around Farm                                   August 1, 1975, New Orleans                                                    

Bull calves. We are getting more bulls than females.

Prabhupäda: Why?

Nityänanda: I don't know.

Prabhupäda: Then how utilize the bulls?

Nityänanda: To plow?

Prabhupäda: Plow, transport. You have to engage more men for plowing. Two bulls will be required for each plow.

Prabhupäda: ...natural arrangement. Jungles--you cut the tree, make your home, and balance you make fuel. And the ground, plow and grow your food. That's all, natural.

Jagadéça: Everything.

Prabhupäda: In India still, in the villages they do not know, other than this wood fuel, anything else. 

Nityänanda: Yes, at least three. People here in the country, they have lots of land, and they can grow the sugarcane very easily, but they will rather go to the store to buy the sugar.

Prabhupäda: Because they want to live in the city. That is the... Here if they grow, then they will be engaged here. They cannot go to the city.

Prabhupäda: This fencing was done before?

Nityänanda: Before. This farm was once owned by a person who grew race horses for racing and gambling.

Prabhupäda: Racing is also gambling.

Brahmänanda: How much did you pay for it?

Nityänanda: The farm? 170,000. This field here is millet. It's a grass for the cows to eat. They give lots of milk because they eat this grass. Very nutritious.

Prabhupäda: You are not producing for man?

Nityänanda: Pardon?

Prabhupäda: Any grains for man?

Nityänanda: No, we're not growing any grains for man right now. We have fruit trees in the yard. Pears, peaches, plums, figs.

Nityänanda: We can go this way, here. This is all our machinery here.

Prabhupäda: Hm. So already some machine idle. You had to spend so much, but they are lying idle. That is not good. That is the defect of machine. If you cannot ply it, then it is dead loss.

Brahmänanda: If you cannot what?

Prabhupäda: It is dead loss if you cannot work with the machine.

Brahmänanda: Yes, yes.

Prabhupäda: But when you go to purchase you have to pay lots of money. Now they will be rusty with water and gradually useless. How much money you have invested?

Nityänanda: Thousands.

Prabhupäda: Just see. This is the defect of machine. If you cannot utilize it, then it is dead loss.

Brahmänanda: Where are the tractors kept?

Nityänanda: One's at the house, and one's in the field.

Prabhupäda: So they have to be utilized or rejected, these machines?

Nityänanda: Yes, they all have a purpose. We use them from time to time.

Prabhupäda: But now they are kept open and the...

Nityänanda: Well, we are building a shed to keep them out of the rain.

Prabhupäda: In the meantime it will be finished. By the time you finish your shed, it is finished. Çästre çästre dal phariyaga.(?) "Some women were dressing to go to a fair, and when they were dressed, the fair was finished." (laughter) Utilize them. Otherwise, while they are in working order, sell them. Don't keep in that way, neglected way. Either utilize it or sell it at any cost. Otherwise they are useless.

Devotee (4): Srila Prabhupäda? A materialist or someone who wouldn't know, he may say that when the bull is not plowing, all he is doing is eating. You have to pay money to feed him grain or to grow grain to feed the bull.

Prabhupäda: They will grow, and they will eat. Rather, they will help you for your eating. The father also eats, but he maintains the family. Therefore the bull is considered as father and the cow as mother. Mother gives milk, and the bull grows food grains for man. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu first challenged that Kazi that "What is your religion, that you eat your father and mother?" Both the bulls and the cows are important because the bull will produce food grain and the cow will give supply milk. They should be utilized properly. That is human intelligence. This is filling up with paddy or...? No?

Nityänanda: With food for the cows. This one has forage or fodder, and that one has grain.

Prabhupäda: So everything is for the animals. Nothing for the man?

Nityänanda: The cows give us milk.

Prabhupäda: That's all? And you are not growing any food grains? Why?

Nityänanda: Er... We've been trying to establish self-sufficient cow protection program first, to grow our own food for the cows.

Brahmänanda: There is no land available for growing rice or wheat?

Nityänanda: Yes, but the number of devotees we have to do it...

Brahmänanda: But you have so many machines.

Prabhupäda: All these machines require oiling and keeping nicely. Otherwise it will spoil.

Devotees in distance: All glories to Srila Prabhupäda!

Prabhupäda: Jaya. Hare Kåñëa. They are starting?

Brahmänanda: They are starting back.

Nityänanda: Down the road we have fifteen acres of sorghum, grain for the cows.

Prabhupäda: And everything for the cows, but what for the man? They will give everything for cows because they will eat cows, other farmers. But you utilize the animals for growing your food.

Brahmänanda: The idea is we should maintain the animals, but then the animals should provide foodstuffs for the men.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Brahmänanda: And that way there is cooperation.

Prabhupäda: Yes. The animals, bulls, should have helped in spite of that... instead of that machine. Then it is properly utilized. And others, they cannot utilize these animals. Therefore, what they will do? Naturally they will send to slaughterhouse. But we are not going to send to the slaughterhouse. Then what we will do? They must be utilized. Otherwise simply for growing food that the cows and bulls we engage ourself? You are already feeling burden because there are so many bull calves. You were asking me, "What we shall do with so many bulls?"

Nityänanda: Well, when they grow up we will train them as oxen.

Prabhupäda: No, what the oxen will do?

Nityänanda: Plow the fields.

Prabhupada: Yes. That is wanted. Transport, plowing fields.That is wanted.

And unless our men are trained up, Kåñëa conscious, they will think, 

"What is the use of taking care of the plows (cows)?

Better go to the city, earn money and eat them."
Room Conversation                    New Orleans                                  August 1st, 1975           

Prabhupäda: No. This is not good. Ghee should be prepared where there is no more use. The Indian village, simply by keeping cows, they... Just like Nanda Mahäräja was keeping cows. Similarly there are many villages. So the system is: they have got a big pan, and whatever milk is collected, put into that pan. It is being warmed. So they drink, the whole family members. They drink milk whenever they like. So whatever milk remains at night, they have to convert it into yogurt. The next day they use milk and yogurt also, as he likes. Then, after converting the milk into yogurt, still, it remains. It is stocked. So when there is sufficient old yogurt, they churn it and then butter comes out. So they take the butter, and the water separated from the butter, that is called whey? Whey, yes. (Buttermilk) So they... Instead of dahl, they use this whey, for chapati. It will be very healthy and tasty. And then the butter they turn into ghee. So where is the loss, (indistinct)? You require (indistinct).

Satsvarüpa: Only after the whole milk is consumed, then the other...

Prabhupäda: Milk you are collecting. So put in the pan. I have already explained. From milk stage to yogurt, yogurt to old yogurt, from old yogurt to butter, and then water, that whey. Then butter convert into ghee and whey, you can use, instead of drinking water, drink whey. Not a single drop of milk will be wasted, if you know how to do it. And you can take as much milk as possible, because ultimately it is going to be ghee. So if you start in the cities, nice restaurant, so ghee can be sold there. They'll pay for that. And they can prepare nice preparations, kachoris, samosa, sweetballs. Or milk, if you don't convert into yogurt, then naturally it will become... What is called?          Brahmänanda: Curd.

Prabhupäda: Curd. So curd you can send to the city. They will convert into sandeça, rasagullä and other preparations, and ghee. That is being done. In India the villagers, they do that. They are, keep cows. Convert them into curd or ghee, and ghee and curd sent to the city, they have got regular price for that. There is no question of waste of milk at any stage. One must know how to do it. So you can keep as many cows as possible and collect as much milk from them. You can utilize. And if some of the villagers trained up, they can open nice restaurant in the city. Utilize the ghee, curd, for making nice confectionary.

Room Conversation                    New Vrndavana                                   24 June,1976           

So improve this farming very nicely. So the cows, they should be given as much as possible pasturing. If you simply drink little milk, and little vegetables, that will supply all vitamins. You do not require to take vitamin pills. No, there is no need. It has got all the vitamins. That is admitted. Vitamin A, D, in milk, they say... And fruits, vitamin C. In this way, in fruits, vegetables, grains, milk, all vitamins are there.
Kulaçekhara: Çréla Prabhupäda, if you take milk in other forms, like if you eat cheese, if you take curd or cheese, is it the same as drinking milk or ... ?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Any milk preparation. And if you have got enough milk, then keep it as ghee and open restaurant in the city. Give them nice samosä, kachoré. So in exchange you get money, you require little money, so that money will help you. Actually, in India, before these British, the poorer class of men, they were simply keeping, say, a dozen of cows, and that was their means of livelihood, that's all. From the milk they'll eat the, that, little milk, then yogurt, then..., what is called? It is another milk?

Devotees: Casein? Curd? Cheese?                   

Visakha: Buttermilk.

Prabhupäda: Buttermilk, yes, and in this way after drinking and eating so many things, whatever balance is there, churn it and they get ghee, and that ghee is kept in stock. On the market day, they go to the city and sell it. You'll find in Våndävana, so many cultivators, they have brought ghee. So the inhabitants of the city, town, they require ghee, they purchase, and with that money they get some necessities, just like some oil or some spices, salt, like this, which is not available. In this way...
Room Conversation                 July 6, 1976, Washington, D.C.

…If devotees take up the whole world for management, then everyone will be happy. It is no doubt it. Kåñëa wants that. 

They cannot manage, they are not devotees. It should be in the hands of the devotees.
So (indistinct), the paid man, they want some money, that's all.

How they can manage temple? It is impossible…

This movement can be pushed on vigorously so long we are devotees, 
otherwise it will be finished.

It cannot be conducted by any outsiders. No.

Only the devotees. That is the secret.

So long we remain devotees, our movement will go, without any check.

Interview with Newsweek                     July 14, 1976, New York

Prabhupäda: No, without finance we can go on.

Rämeçvara: Without finance we can go on.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Interviewer: Oh, we can go on?

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Interviewer: How?

Prabhupäda: Caitanya Mahäprabhu did not have any financial help, but His movement is going on. It does not depend on a..., on financial. It is independent. Spiritual movement is independent of any material help. That is spiritual movement.
Interviewer: But how would you be able to carry out your educational or book publishing program if you did not have a financial backing?

Prabhupäda: How I am managing now?

Interviewer: But now you are doing well financially.

Prabhupäda: You are stressing on financial help but my reply is that this movement does not depend on financial help. That is the reply.

Bali-mardana: In the beginning...

Prabhupäda: Any time, it does not depend on financial help.

Room Conversation                     August 2, 1976, New Mayapur (French farm)

Are you realizing that there is no civilization? Actually civilization we are introducing. Except Aryan civilization, Vedic civilization, there is no civilization--animal society. What do you think? Are you convinced about it?

Harikeça: Oh, yes, every time I walk out the door I'm convinced. And when you come back to the temple, it's marvelous, the spiritual world. No matter what going on, may be bad, may be good, doesn't matter. It's very relieving.

Prabhupäda: Civilization means to push the man forward for perfection. That is civilization.

Hari-çauri: Development.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Society and economic condition, everything should be so arranged that this human child should be gradually pushed for perfection of life, go back home, back to Godhead. This is civilization. And modern civilization is "Don't care for what is going to happen. So long you live, eat, drink, be merry, enjoy," that's all. Sense gratification. This is called nästika-väda. Very dangerous. And that is going on all over the world. How a gentleman can live in that society?

Hari-çauri: They can't. Gradually people...

Prabhupäda: Therefore my Guru Mahäräja used to say, "This is not a place for a gentleman." Formerly, therefore, they used to go away from the society, go in the forest, to give up this bad association. Live alone.

Hari-çauri: Practically speaking, that's what we've done. By your establishing these temples, it's given us someplace to go where we can get out of Kali-yuga.

Prabhupäda: Therefore our temples should be very carefully managed. 

It may not become again another pandemonium.

Morning Walk and Room Conversation           August 9, 1976, Tehran

Prabhupäda: It belongs to God. This is accepted. And God... And everyone is God's son. Therefore as the son can enjoy the father's property, they can enjoy. But they cannot claim proprietorship. As directed by the father, one can enjoy the father's property, but he cannot claim that it is his property. This is the correct position. And the king is supposed to be representative of God to see that things are rightly going on, that's all. Nobody's unnecessarily claiming proprietorship. He should remind that "It is God's property. You can utilize it as far as you need; you don't take more. Whatever you need you take, but you cannot take more."

Room Conversation                                     August 10, 1976, Tehran

Nava-yauvana: They are thinking that they are the proprietor.

Prabhupäda: That is their folly, they are not proprietor. They are not proprietor. That is already discussed. Proprietor is the Supreme Lord; you are not proprietor. That is another point. Falsely you are claiming proprietor. How you are proprietor? Everyone can claim proprietor, that is going on. Everyone is claiming proprietor and they are fighting. That is going on. And if you accept God is proprietor and we are dependent on Him, then there is no fight. Tena tyaktena bhuïjéthä, this éça, éçäväsyam verse is perfectly describing, tena tyaktena, you are not proprietor. You accept things what the proprietor has given you, allotted for you. You are not proprietor. Tena tyaktena bhuïjéthä. Do not encroach upon others. Then how you become proprietor? We are falsely claiming proprietorship, we are encroaching upon others' independence. This is our business. How there can be peace? It is not possible. This property is walled, that property is walled. You cannot encroach on the other side of the wall. Then it is criminal, trespassing. The government's duty is to see that nobody's encroaching on others. Similarly, God's duty is that. That everyone is God's son, you don't encroach upon other son's right, then you'll be punished. You have got right to live and the lamb has got right to live. Why should you encroach upon his living right? Because you are strong. That is not humanity. The animal is therefore benefit. Let him live and you take the fur. You can use it for your coat, but why should you kill it? The cow is giving milk like mother, why should you kill it? This is humanity, to kill the mother? So in this way we are encroaching the rights of others, and we are becoming subject to be punished by God. This is going on.
Room Conversation with Professor Durckheim German Spiritual Writer June 19, 1974, Germany
Prabhupäda: 

My idea is that all our centers should be self-supported. 

We do not like that idea that for your support you have to go 100 miles to get your bread. 

That is a very dangerous drawback. 

You produce your food locally and then support yourself. 

The main problem is what to eat, where to sleep. So we get some place and support ourself by producing our own food. 

We have already begun in New Vrindaban, New..., West Virginia, Virginia, and similarly in other centers, we are producing our food, grains, vegetables, fruits and milk. 

That is sufficient. But we don't kill any animals. That we don't do.

Morning Walk at Villa Borghese                 May 25, 1974, Rome

Prabhupäda: Yes. [break] ...encouraging in our society to take to agriculture to support this center. 

I am purchasing land in Våndävana and Mäyäpura to become self-sufficient.
Whatever production you make,

you be satisfied.
Little vegetable, little grain and little milk.

That is sufficient.

Yogeçvara: In the Vedic culture, was the land divided, in the sense that some people would receive land free or...?

Bhagavän: This is nice here, this ground.

Yogeçvara: The land in the Vedic culture, some of it was...?

Prabhupäda: Land belongs to the king, and you take land for cultivation, and you pay 25% tax to the king. That's all. All taxes. If you don't produce, then don't pay tax.

Yogeçvara: Oh, it wasn't forced that you had to pay so much.         

Prabhupäda: No.

Atreya Åñi: You pay 25% of what you have produced.

Prabhupäda: What you have produced, that's all. Very simple thing. Everyone was engaged producing. There was no necessity. And here the rascals are advising, produce bolts and nuts, tire, and drill petrol. They are not producing food. And the so-called government men, they are levying taxes, and they are enjoying. They haven't got to produce food. They are killing animals, eating, and digesting with wine. And then woman. That's all. This is their business. And food price is increasing daily. They don't mind because they will print paper, and to the supplier they will give paper. That's all.

Bhagavän: Print more paper.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That's all. This is the civilization, cheating, bluffing. That's all. They don't care for the citizens. And as soon as there is some agitation, they declare war, so that they can be engaged, attention is diverted. This is going on.

Bhagavän: Now with paper money, any country can print any other country's money.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is going on. Therefore inflation. Suppose I am an enemy. I print dollars like that, and distribute. So the inflation is there. And the price is increased. If you get money for nothing, you will be prepared to pay anything. Suppose there is one mound of rice. I have got these printed notes. You are offering ten rupees. I will say twenty rupees.                  

Atreya Åñi: That's inflation.

Prabhupäda: That's all. Because I did not earn this money, I have printed. I am prepared to twenty rupees. So he says, "Why shall I pay (Ed:’sell for”) ten rupees? I must wait for the customer, for twenty rupees, and hoard it." Even there is sufficient stock, he will not sell. Therefore the other man, who is honest, he is suffering. This is going on. So to stop this inflation, the government must stop this paper currency. Then the inflation... There will be no more inflation. But that they will not do. They want to cheat people. "In God I trust. Take this paper and you be satisfied that you have got thousand dollars." That's all. This cheating is going on. Why should you pay me paper? Give me real dollar, in gold. That they have none. They haven't got. That's all. They will employ laborers and cheat them by paying these papers, and this rascal will think that "I am getting more money." That's all. Since this world has taken this paper currency, the situation has degraded. Formerly there was barter exchange. That was very good thing. Still in Indian villages, the remote villages, there is barter. Yes. He has produced some grains, paddy. He will bring to the storekeeper. And the storekeeper will take, "For so much oil, you have to give me so much paddy." So he will weigh and keep it and give him oil. So he will arrange to sell the paddy. But for the villagers, he brings the paddy and he takes. They require little salt, little oil, some spices. That's all. Otherwise they have got their own thing. They have got dahl, their rice, wheat, everything. They have produced. In this way, still there are, Indian villages. There is no question of scarcity.

Bhagavän: The easiest way to manage, then, is to have everything more or less in small villages.

Prabhupäda: Yes, that was Gandhi's philosophy, village organization. These people, they are attracting villagers to work in the factory, and they are exploiting them. Instead of producing food, they are attracted by so-called high salaries, to the factory, and they are producing bolts and nuts, motor parts. But food is produced somewhere else. But the food producers, they are working in the factory. Therefore scarcity of foodstuff. But this factory owner, he has got more money. He doesn't care. The poor public, they are suffering... 
Our philosophy is

that you produce your food anywhere.
You stay, and keep cows, take milk,

produce vegetables, food grains,

and chant Hare Kåñëa. That's all.
This is our philosophy. Make your life successful.

By becoming Kåñëa conscious, you become free from all these troubles of material condition. This is our education. Don't be after these motorcars, television, and all nonsense things, sporting, wine, women. Don't be after these. 

Simply eat sufficiently, keep your health nicely, chant Hare Kåñëa, realize Kåñëa, and go back to home. 

This is our philosophy.
Satsvarüpa: But sometimes, because this materialistic society is so far advanced, you say we cannot actually hope to change it.

Prabhupäda: No, no. That is a fact. We cannot hope to change. But we request everyone to chant Hare Kåñëa.

Garden Conversation                       September 3, 1976, Våndävana

You grow, on the thatched roof they grow squash…So that the family can get one squash, that is sufficient for family. Vegetable. People used to live formerly without any worries. Everything was so easily available, at least foodstuffs. They had no anxiety…They got their own paddy from the field, milk, some vegetables...Whole family without any... "Where I shall get money?" "How shall I eat?" These things were absent. Even the poor man.

Room Conversation                      September 5, 1976, Våndävana

Prabhupäda: No soap. Take this Rädhä-kuëòa's... Why soap? You are so devotee of Rädhä-kuëòa, why you require soap? This is nonsense. You take earth from the Rädhä-kuëòa or Våndävana. Våndävana-dhüli. Why you require soap? …Nim datun? I was doing nim datun(?) until the teeth fell down. You will know that I was collecting nim. But now it is impossible. That also I have manufactured my own toothpaste. I purchase only the brush and I made my toothpaste at home. . So if you cannot use nim datun, you can use this paste. Very simple.  

Now we have got some framework. Do it very cautiously. Unnecessarily exhausting what we... 
Money is not the strength for understanding Rädhäräëé. If you have got some money, by the strength of money you'll understand Rädhäräëé. That is another bogus thing.

Room Conversation                      September 5, 1976, Våndävana

Akñayänanda: Prabhupäda, if we don't use soap, the question has come up, how to wash the clothes. How to wash the cloth. If you do not use any soap, the question has come up, how to wash cloth. By beating only? Sufficient?

Prabhupäda: For washing cloth you require soap. But does not... You require everything, but because you are spending without any sense... So I calculated yesterday the whole thing, Deity worship, Deity püjä, will require five hundred rupees per month.

Room Conversation About Mäyäpura Construction                 August 19, 1976, Hyderabad

Prabhupäda: Farmers' policy is if they have got money, they purchase land. Therefore they are making ceiling. The whole policy is not so good (?). Farmers, as soon as they get some money, they want to invest the land but the ceiling..., so they cannot invest money in the land; they give to the bank. And as soon as you keep money in the bank it will decrease the value. This is... Money is decreased, value of all over the world. Because it is not money actually; it is paper, cheating. Real money is gold. But they will now allow to keep the gold. The whole policy is vicious. If I purchase gold with five lakhs of rupees, then it is real money, and after five years I can sell it ten lakhs. That they will not allow. 

Therefore I... My policy is that whatever money is there, spend. Don't keep.

In land and produce food. That is the best use of.
All buildings, government (for men?), there is no need of. 

And instead of keeping money and take interest, you print books. That is also good. You can sell. 

Or you purchase land for producing food.

Just like people are giving us money. They are karmés. But because they are giving us and we are engaging the money in Kåñëa consciousness, so the money is fully utilized. But if this money again taken and again to the karmés....

Jayapatäkä: Without any spiritual work.

Prabhupäda: Then it is a farce. His purpose is served, 

but one who is misleading the..., he becomes criminal.

Jayapatäkä: The man who gives, his purpose is served.

Prabhupäda: His purpose is served.

Jayapatäkä: The man who takes the money is...

Prabhupäda: He is to be punished. His misusing. Suppose in our Kåñëa consciousness movement somebody gives us money. He is giving good faith that "It is very good organization." But if I misspend that money, then I am responsible. Then I'll be punished. His business is finished. Kåñëa noted that he has given his hard-earned money for spreading Kåñëa consciousness. If I take that money... Instead of doing Kåñëa consciousness, if I use it for my sense gratification, then I'll be... Then I'll be responsible. 

What is the use of Kåñëa's money being used in industry? 

Any purpose outside Kåñëa consciousness... Let this money be utilized for spreading the glories of Kåñëa.
Conversation Pieces                                 May 27, 1977, Våndävana

Prabhupäda: ...make the whole land, people, very happy. You show this example all over the world, this example, in America. 

Don't spoil money. Show by example.

Enough science and enough motorcar, that's all. No more wanted.

This is wanted. Kämaà vavarña parjanyaù [SB 1.10.4]. Bring water from the sky. Keep always land moist and green. This is wanted. It is not my desire. It is Kåñëa's. Kåñëa says in Bhagavad-gétä, annäd bhavanti bhütäni [Bg. 3.14]. Here Vyäsadeva says, kämaà vavarña parjanyaù [SB 1.10.4]. These rascals, they do not know. They do not consult çästra, therefore manufacture. 

So make, organize.
I can give you the idea, but I'll not live very long.

If you can carry out, you can change the whole... Especially if you can change America, then whole world will change. Then the whole world...

The Final Order                                     October 8, 1977, Vrndavan                                                     

Prabhupäda: No luxuries. Live very simple life and you save time for chanting Hare Kåñëa.

Haàsadüta: Yes, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: That is my desire.
Don't waste time for bodily comforts. You have got this body. You have to eat something. You have to cover yourself. 

So produce your own food and produce your own cloth.
Don't waste time for luxury, and chant Hare Kåñëa. This is success of life.
In this way organize as far as possible,
either in Ceylon or in Czechoslovakia, wherever... Save time. Chant Hare Kåñëa. 

Don't be allured by the machine civilization.

Haàsadüta: Yes, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: This is soul-killing civilization, this kind way of life, especially European countries. Anywhere you can inhabit it. It is not very difficult. 

A cottage; you can produce your own food anywhere. Am I right?

Haàsadüta: Yes, Prabhupäda. We will do it.

Prabhupäda: And money, spend for Kåñëa--for Kåñëa's palace, for Kåñëa's temple, for Kåñëa's worship, gorgeous, as gorgeously as... Not for false... This is the human civilization. 

And to organize this, varëäçrama will help you to divide the society--brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya--as there is division in the body. 

That will help. Don't waste human form of body for sense gratification.

I wanted to introduce this.
Now I have given you ideas. You can do it. You are all intelligent. For Caitanya Mahäprabhu's para-upakära... 

So you do good to others. Not exploit others. 

Any human being who has been bestowed by this body has the capacity to chant Hare Kåñëa. Give them chance and make situation favorable. 

Is that clear?
Hamsaduta: Yes, it’s clear, Prabhupada. You have made everything very clear.

Room Conversation with Dr. John Mize                               June 23, 1975, Los Angeles

"According to the three modes of material nature and the work ascribed to them, the four divisions of human society were created by Me. And, although I am the creator of this system, you should know that I am yet the non-doer, being unchangeable."

Prabhupäda: Yes, Kåñëa created these four division, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, but He does not belong to any one of them. He is neither brähmaëa nor kñatriya nor vaiçya nor çüdra. He is transcendental. Similarly, our philosophy—just to make the human society very peaceful and making progress we wish to establish this system. A first-class man, group of men, brähmaëas, they will guide the kñatriyas, and the kñatriyas, the administrators, they will guide the vaiçya. Vaiçya means agriculture and cow protection and trade. And çüdra means those who are neither brähmaëa nor kñatriya nor vaiçyas. They are simply worker, assistant. So there must be division like this. The brähmaëas should guide the kñatriyas, and the kñatriyas will administer the state, and the vaiçyas will produce foodstuff, and çüdras will help. Cooperation for common benefit. But the aim is spiritual realization. That is perfect society. 

If everyone is çüdra, without any aim of life, then there will be chaos.

Morning Walk                             December 13, 1973, Los Angeles

Similarly, government's duty is that the citizen must make progress. But they do not know what is means by progress, what is the aim of life. They do not know. They are demonic. How they will guide?

Morning Walk                                    April 7, 1975, Mäyäpur

Puñöa Kåñëa: Money is nothing but paper, but with the paper I can buy food, so then why is it that we say that money is nothing but paper?

Prabhupäda: You belong to the cheaters' association. You are cheated, and you cheat others. So the whole world is the association of cheaters and cheated. Because you are cheated, you want to cheat others.

Morning Walk                                       July 31, 1975, Dallas

Prabhupäda: (in car:) Why money? "No. Because I will be able to satisfy my senses more and more." This is the whole civilization. They have no other aim, no other ideas. "How to get money?"
Morning Walk                                     May 4, 1973, Los Angeles

Svarüpa Dämodara: Advancement in decorating the dead body.

Prabhupäda: (laughs) Yes, yes. Decorating a dead body, yes. So this is another foolishness. (loud sound of a chain-saw in the background) First of all they pin all these logs. Now they are cutting. Punaù punaç carvita-carvaëänäm [SB 7.5.30], chewing the chewed. And millions of dollars will be spent for this purpose.

Morning Walk                                     July 9, 1974, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: (laughs) Yes. Mürkhäyopadeço hi prakopäya na çäntaye. (aside:) Don't come very near. If you advise rascals, they'll be angry. No good result. Mürkhäyopadeço hi prakopäya na çäntaye, payaù-pänaà bhujaìgänäà kevalaà viña-vardhanam. So we have to become very strong preacher. Then this movement will stay. If you simply take the temple worship, it will not stay very long. Just like...

Hådayänanda: Especially the leaders must preach.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Hådayänanda: Especially the leaders must preach.

Prabhupäda: And leaders means... If the leaders are good, then it will continue.

Bali Mardana: If they are not preaching, they are not leaders. They are bogus. (pause)

Prabhupäda: Leaders means they should behave in such a way so that by following them, others will be benefitted. That is leader.

Room Conversation                November 2, 1977, Våndävana

Çré Bajaj: (Hindi) Excuse me. We are just talking alone with him. (break)

Prabhupäda: "...after you, who will take the leadership?" And "Everyone will take, all my disciples. If you want, you can take also. (laughter) But if you follow. They are prepared to sacrifice everything, so they'll take the leadership. I may, one, go away, but there will be hundreds, and they'll preach. If you want, you can also become a leader. We have no such thing, that 'Here is leader.' 

Anyone who follows the previous leadership, he's a leader.
'Indian,' we have no such distinction, 'Indian,' 'European.' "

Brahmänanda: They wanted an Indian to be the leader?

Prabhupäda: Yes. (laughs) "Everyone, all my disciples, they are leaders. 

As purely as they follow, they become leader.
If you want to follow, you can become a leader. You are Indian. But you don't want." I told them that.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes, they probably wanted to propose somebody who would take over our movement.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Leaders. All nonsense. 

Leader means

one who has become first-class disciple. He is leader.
Evaà paramparä-präpta... One who is perfectly following... Our instruction is ära nä kariha mane äçä. You know this? What is that? Guru-mukha-padma-väkya, cittete kariyä aikya, ära nä kariha mane äçä. Who is leader? A leader, to become leader, is not very difficult, provided one is prepared to follow the instructions of a bona fide guru. 

Room Conversation about Gåhasthas                                        July 17, 1977, Våndävana

Tamäla Kåñëa:... Just like Mädhavänanda, he's got an apartment now just near the temple so that he can attend maìgala-ärati and the other functions.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Unless these things are continued, the karmés' poison will spoil them. He can do independent business; there is no harm. But must be connected with the devotional service.

Prabhupäda:...if he goes away after so much training, advancement, if they are lost, then that's a great loss for the Society. With such... With great difficulty we make one Vaiñëava. And again, if he goes ...then it is great loss. The whole idea is to give up attachment for material world and increase attachment for Kåñëa. That is perfection. Now, according to one's position, gradually... But this is the aim. Paraà dåñövä nivartate [Bg. 9.59]. Nivåtti.

Prabhupäda: No, no. There is chance, I said.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yes.

Prabhupäda: The karmés' association is very contaminous. Asat-saìgé.

Prabhupäda: Gåhastha should not be dependent on Society. At the same time, he should not be independent of the Society. (laughs) This is the position. Because Society cannot take charge of a family. There will be so many number of families. How it is possible? At the same time, if they remain independently of the Society, without touch, then the karmés' poison will infect.

Prabhupäda: Hm? So my fear is that after training our men so much, if he's lost, that's a great loss. Then future of society becomes very hopeless.

Room Conversation with Devotees                                                July 2, 1974, Melbourne

Prabhupäda: No... But principle is that you try to understand that you are not this body. That is applicable in all time, all circumstances, all, for everyone. It is not that formerly one had to learn that he's not this body, and now that is not required. The same problem is there still. Arjuna, five thousand years ago he was given lesson about this, that "You are not this body; you are soul." The same problem is now also for the foolish person because the foolish person will always remain in the world, and the intelligent man is to teach him. This is fact always, without any consideration of time, space, and circumstance. There will be certain class of men, foolish, and there will be certain class of men who are intelligent. So the foolish man has to take intelligence from the intelligent man. This is perpetually truth in this material world. It is not, time and circumstances changes this principle. There will be foolish men. Just like now we read, "Two classes of men are there always, the demons and the demigods." So at the present moment more demons. Two classes of men are there always, but at the present moment the demons, number of demons, are more and number of demigods are less because it is Kali-yuga.

Morning Walk                                 May 12, 1975, Perth

Gaëeça: What have the scientists got to gain by bluffing?

Prabhupäda: Position. Material world means they want some material gain, some adoration, and some fame. That's all. This is material world. So if by bluffing you I get some material profit and adoration and fame, why shall I not do it? Everyone is doing that.

Amogha: That's the cheating propensity.

Prabhupäda: Yes. In material world they have come to imitate God—adoration, fame, material profit. Just like this man. He has come to this country. He is getting money, he is getting woman, and becoming God amongst the fools. He is satisfied. That's all. This is not gain? If I get woman, money, and adoration, is it not gain for me?

Gaëeça: Yes, just like Hiraëyakaçipu.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Materialistic man means he wants all these things in different way. Somebody is becoming God, somebody is becoming philosopher, somebody is becoming scientist, in this way. Real purpose is these three things. Abha-püjä-pratiñöhä. And our philosophy? We don't want anything of this. Negation. Na dhanaà na janaà na sundaréà kavitäà. Say... All denial, "We don't want." That is Vaiñëavism. Then what do you want? "We want simply to serve Kåñëa." This is our position. They don't want to serve Kåñëa; they want to imitate Kåñëa. And that is their satisfaction.

S.B.7.2.10

While I am engaged in the business of killing Lord Viñëu, go down to the planet earth, which is flourishing due to brahminical culture and a kñatriya government. These people engage in austerity, sacrifice, Vedic study, regulative vows, and charity. Destroy all the people thus engaged!

PURPORT

Hiraëyakaçipu's main purpose was to disturb the demigods. He planned first to kill Lord Viñëu so that with Lord Viñëu's death the demigods would automatically weaken and die. Another of his plans was to disturb the residents of the planet earth. The peace and prosperity of the residents of earth, and all the other planets, were maintained by the brähmaëas and kñatriyas. The Lord says in Bhagavad-gétä (4.13), cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù: "According to the three modes of material nature and the work ascribed to them, the four divisions of human society were created by Me." On all the planets there are different types of residents, but the Lord recommends, referring especially to the planet earth, which is inhabited by human beings, that society be divided into four varëas-brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and çüdra. Before the advent of Lord Kåñëa on this earth, it is understood that the earth was managed by the brähmaëas and kñatriyas. The duty of the brähmaëas is to cultivate çamaù (peacefulness), damaù (self-control), titikñä (tolerance), satyam (truthfulness), çaucam (cleanliness) and ärjavam (simplicity), and then to advise the kñatriya kings how to rule the country or planet. Following the instructions of the brähmaëas, the kñatriyas should engage the populace in austerity, sacrifices, Vedic study and adherence to the rules and regulations established by Vedic principles. They should also arrange for charity to be given to the brähmaëas, sannyäsés and temples. This is the godly arrangement of brahminical culture.

S.B.7.2.11

TRANSLATION

Immediately go wherever there is good protection for the cows and brähmaëas and wherever the Vedas are studied in terms of the varëäçrama principles. Set fire to those places and cut from the roots the trees there, which are the source of life.

PURPORT

The picture of a proper human civilization is indirectly described here. In a perfect human civilization there must be a class of men fully trained as perfect brähmaëas. Similarly, there must be kñatriyas to rule the country very nicely according to the injunctions of the çästras, and there must be vaiçyas who can protect the cows. The word gävaù indicates that cows should be given protection. Because the Vedic civilization is lost, cows are not protected, but instead indiscriminately killed in slaughterhouses. Such are the acts of demons. Therefore this is a demoniac civilization. The varëäçrama-dharma mentioned here is essential for human civilization. Unless there is a brähmaëa to guide, a kñatriya to rule perfectly, and a perfect vaiçya to produce food and protect the cows, how will people live peacefully? It is impossible.
Morning Walk -- March 7, 1974, Mäyäpura

 [break] Kåñëa took part in politics. So what is His politics? What is His sociology? What is His culture?

Guest: Support the right minority?

Prabhupäda: There is no question of minority. Support the right person. Kåñëa supported Mahäräja Yudhiñöhira in place of Duryodhana. So formerly it was monarchy. That is perfect politics. This democracy is useless. It has proved. One man, the king, he should be properly educated how to rule, what is the aim of ruling, how the people will be, I mean to say, culturally elevated, what is that culture. [break] There was a consulting board of learned brähmaëas and saintly persons. They would advise the monarch how to rule.

Conversation on Train to Allahabad        January 11, 1977, India

Rämeçvara: Çréla Prabhupäda, should we be thinking in our minds that one day the Kåñëa consciousness movement will have to manage the cities and the nations of the world?

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes.

Rämeçvara: So there are so many different departments in managing such a big thing. It requires a lot of...

Prabhupäda: No, no. We shall... If people become Kåñëa conscious, then the so many nonsense departments will be reduced.

Hari-çauri: Simplified.

Prabhupäda: Yes. The department, the sinful departments, illicit sex, meat-eating, this will be closed, and that will make simple.

Rämeçvara: Completely?

Prabhupäda: No, at least we shall try to make closed. And if people become localized, then this traffic will be little. Just like I am trying to organize the farm. If people do not come out of home, then this system will be obsolete. There will be no more department. They have created hundreds. They do not know how to manage it. For livelihood they have to go to Bombay, and therefore they require so many local trains. But if they localized, they can get their livelihood locally, there is no question of these all...

Rämeçvara: In America this is becoming the number-one problem—unemployment.

Prabhupäda: Yes. They must be. Artificial employment. (train re-starts)

Rämeçvara: People go to college in America; they can no longer get jobs. They spend so many years going to college getting their degree. So now they cannot find any jobs.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is the position in America. And what to speak of this country. Therefore, after being educated they go to foreign countries. You'll find so many Indians in educational labs(?) in your country, because they don't get any suitable jobs. [break] ...their so many departments will be closed.

Rämeçvara: It's possible in India but not in America.

Prabhupäda: Why?

Rämeçvara: The American people are... They consider it backwards. 

Prabhupäda: That has to be educated, that backward is real life.
Rämeçvara: They think they have achieved a higher standard of freedom by traveling all over the world...

Prabhupäda: Where is your freedom? Where is your freedom if for your livelihood you have to go a hundred miles? Where is your freedom? Why you are illusioned? For your bread, you have to go hundred miles off, either by car or by train. So where is your freedom?

Rämeçvara: The freedom is in leisure time. They have a lot of leisure time.

Prabhupäda: Where is leisure time? You rise early in the morning and start for your office. Where is your leisure time? All imagination. I have seen in New York. They are coming from the other parts, starting early in the morning, two hours in the ferry and two hours in the cars, and standing two hours. What is this? Leaders, rich men, can think like that, that "I have leisure," but a worker, lower class, they have no freedom. That is illusion, and we are trying to give freedom to everyone. That is freedom. You are forced to go to the factory and work there in a hellish condition of life. Is that freedom?

Rämeçvara: There must be still education so the people will... Say we are one day...

Prabhupäda: No education, no. Education will be required only for the guiding class: brähmaëas, kñatriyas, not for anyone, çüdras. They are two only. Others will... What education required? Suppose if you produce... If you..., you are accustomed to agriculture, cow protection, there is no need going to college and schools. If you remain illiterate, still you can do.

Rämeçvara: But in America...

Prabhupäda: No, no, America is not... I am talking of the (indistinct), the class who will guide the aim of life, brähmaëa class, and a class that will give them protection from injuries by others, kñatriya class. Then the next class, food-producing men, they do not require. Actually only brähmaëas, they require education, or all others, they will simply see and learn. So little education required—that you can learn by hearing only, that's all. Suppose a brähmaëa class says that "This is good; this is bad." So you hear and accept. It doesn't require to go to school and college. So education will be simplified. [break] It has become very much complicated.

Rämeçvara: They have given too much power to the people, so the people demand so many things.

Prabhupäda: Therefore they're suffering. Ordinary people, what they'll do? Anarthas. Actually it is anartha. They have created so many things.
Rämeçvara: They are very much afraid if we close down the gambling houses and the prostitution houses that there will be no more enjoyment. Life will be boring.

Prabhupäda: "What we'll do?" (laughter) So we shall give you opportunity to chant Hare Kåñëa and dance here. (train stops) What is this nonsense?

Rämeçvara: It seems that if one day the Kåñëa conscious movement has actually achieved some powerful position in America...

Prabhupäda: That we want.

Rämeçvara: ...we will have to tolerate all these things—cinema, nightclubs. How can we close all these things? The people want these things.

Prabhupäda: No. If you educate people, if you give them better enjoyment, they'll give up.

Rämeçvara: Very gradual.

Prabhupäda: Just like our men. They are not after cinema or brothel house or restaurants. It requires education.

Hari-çauri: We have to make them devotees.

Rämeçvara: But can all the masses of people become devotees?

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes, cent percent devotees, by this process: ask them to chant and take prasäda.

Jagadéça: People in general are very much inclined to accept whoever their leader is if they feel happy. So if we give them kértana and prasädam, if their economic needs are met, then how can they avoid? Economic needs are the main thing. That's why they...

Prabhupäda: If they can eat nicely and they have no complaint for living conditions, they will become.

Rämeçvara: But they will not give up sex life.

Prabhupäda: No, no. I don't say that you give up sex life.

Rämeçvara: That means that they want to have nice clothing and cars for sex. As soon as there is sex, then they want so many other things to make it more attractive.

Prabhupäda: Not necessarily. Not necessarily. Formerly there was sex life. They're thinking like that, "We require," naturally. First of all they'll be... If they advance in Kåñëa consciousness, they will stop sex life. Yad-avadhi mama cetaù kåñëa... If they're really Kåñëa conscious, they'll have no more taste for sex life. That is...

Hari-çauri: But that position is not very easily attainable.

Prabhupäda: No, that is not easy. Therefore we say, "Restrict this." And this will be possible if he follows our program.

Rämeçvara: You have said many times that if a small percentage of the Americans become Kåñëa conscious, then the whole country can gradually become Kåñëa conscious.

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes.

Rämeçvara: So that means that in the beginning we may be very powerful in government, but still, the masses of people will be karmés still.

Prabhupäda: No. You can introduce in such a way that they will become devotees. Suppose in big, big factories we shall introduce this prasäda distribution and chanting. They'll immediately be popular. Everything will be... Ceto-darpaëa-märjanam [Cc. Antya 20.12].

Jagadéça: In order for us to get power, by that time the illumination and knowledge of Kåñëa consciousness will be widespread.

Rämeçvara: That's what I'm wondering. I was thinking that it wouldn't be. There would be...

Jagadéça: Otherwise how can we get through? What is the use of having one politician?

Rämeçvara: Many revolutions have been victorious with a very small minority of people behind them because they're so well organized. Russia, Germany, all these revolutions.

Prabhupäda: That's a fact.

Rämeçvara: In history there is examples of small groups of people taking over a government because they are very intelligent and very well organized.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: And the mass of people did not believe in them, but still, they took over the government. Like in Russia.

Jagadéça: But Kåñëa consciousness knowledge...

Prabhupäda: In Russia, the mass of people aloof from this rascal theory.

Hari-çauri: They are not Communists, the mass of people. The Communist party itself is very small.

Prabhupäda: Yes, very small. By terrorism there will be, by terrorism.

Rämeçvara: So when the Kåñëa consciousness movement becomes so powerful that it is in charge of the government, is it because of a small group of people or because of a mass?

Prabhupäda: It is due to quality of the leaders.

Rämeçvara: But will it be like Russia where there is only a small group of people who are Kåñëa conscious?

Prabhupäda: No, it is not that. The quality of the people will be changed.

Rämeçvara: So that means the whole mass population...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: Only then will Kåñëa conscious government...

Prabhupäda: No, no. You can have government when you are in even minority. But the mass of people, on account of this quality, will have to see.
Hari-çauri: The idea is to convince them that what they need is good quality leaders, that not necessarily that they already have to become to that stage themselves.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Jagadéça: Kåñëa consciousness can be appreciated by any man because it's very simple.

Prabhupäda: Simple and it is natural also.
Hari-çauri: The desire for good leadership is there, so if we present good leaders, then they'll naturally take.

Prabhupäda: Our leaders must be very good.
Hari-çauri: That means we have to move into political circles (train starts moving) and do a lot of preaching on there.

Prabhupäda: If you work strictly on your principles, then everyone...
Rämeçvara: In America there is a rule that there is separation of church and government.

Prabhupäda: It is not church.

Rämeçvara: But they think of us...

Prabhupäda: Not stereotyped church.

Rämeçvara: But they think of us as a religion.

Prabhupäda: They may think. It is not the fact. It is a culture.
Rämeçvara: For example, this group, this new record, Golden Avatar record...

Prabhupäda: That may be for a certain class.

Rämeçvara: It can become very popular, but if they find out it is Hare Kåñëa, they will think it is religion and they will not buy it. But if we do not mention that it is Hare Kåñëa right at the beginning...

Prabhupäda: Either you mention or not mention, unless they realize that it is good...

Rämeçvara: Well, that they'll realize when they hear it. Just like our book distributors. They're not dressing as Hare Kåñëa devotees; therefore they are successful. As soon as the people see that they are Hare Kåñëa devotees, they do not want religion.

Prabhupäda: No... Suppose a military dress... Then there are different dresses. When it is understood properly, dress is immaterial. The military dress... Everyone knows that their business is to kill. That does not mean they are hated. Similarly, people see, and when they understand, that is the process.

Jagadéça: In the Kåñëa book, when Kamsa was being a little lenient with Vasudeva, Närada Muni thought to speed things up, so he instigated Kamsa to become frightened about Vasudeva and Devaki and their children. So similarly, it appears that in order to speed up Kåñëa consciousness's infiltration and overtaking this materialistic society, that all of these brainwashing charges and...

Prabhupäda: It has got... The chanting has got spiritual power. That will rectify everything. Even there is misunderstanding, it will be rectified. That is spiritual power.

Rämeçvara: The chanting for the mass of people is by reading your books.

Prabhupäda: That will rectify everything. Ceto-darpaëa-märjanam [Cc. Antya 20.12]. All misunderstanding gone away.

Rämeçvara: We have to be very clever.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Rämeçvara: In America it requires being very clever to get them to read your books. Even if they buy millions of books, there's no guarantee that they're reading it. So we have to make other kinds of propaganda.

Prabhupäda: No, at least it is expected they will read: "What is this book I have purchased? Let me see." Reading, of course, meant for intelligent class.

Hari-çauri: Well, just like this radio show, there were so many things said, but at the end, even the man who was blaspheming said, "Well, I guess we'll just have to read your books and find out what it's about." So if people hear a (sic:) controvity and we're arguing one way, they argue another way, then if the book's there, they'll naturally want to read it just to see actually what's the fact.

Rämeçvara: We are starting a new radio show again in America. Formerly we had a show called "The Kåñëa Show." So we're starting it again, and it will be nationwide. And there will be a lot of controversy.

Prabhupäda: Yes. We have to take advantage of the modern medium of publicity.

Rämeçvara: Radio and even television.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: Everyone watches television. If they see it on television it is—"That's a fact."

Prabhupäda: We have to show how we are eating, how we are sleeping, how we are talking. Hare Kåñëa. (japa)

Rämeçvara: The only hope is if Kåñëa gives us the intelligence—because we're so stupid.

Prabhupäda: Kåñëa has already given you. Sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekäà çaraëaà vraja [Bg. 18.66]. That is simple truth. Believe in Kåñëa. That means Supreme Personality of Godhead. Whatever He says is truth. That's all. This is intelligence: "Whatever Kåñëa says, that is truth."

Hari-çauri: Even if one is not so clever, still, if he simply repeats and presents Kåñëa, then that's enough.

Prabhupäda: Firm faith. Firm faith: "Whatever Kåñëa says is all right."

Hari-çauri: Because ultimately Kåñëa is the doer of everything.

Prabhupäda: Çraddhä-çabde viçväsa sudåòha niçcaya. This is basic platform, that "What Kåñëa says, that is truth." Kåñëa bhakti kaile sarva-karma kåta haya: "If I follow Kåñëa, then my business is complete." This is intelligence. Now... We have come to the open field. How it is nice. And so long we were passing through that congested areas-hellish, simply hellish. And now here is open space. How it is nice.

Hari-çauri: To enter into a city is so imposing on your consciousness.

Prabhupäda: Up to that point, simply rubbish, all papers thrown here and there. People are living in... Now see here, how it is open and pleasing. 

Organize this farm project. Farm. (background talking)

Hari-çauri: He's just saying that in the West one requires a great deal of capital. To start a farm, to get the land, you need a lot of money because land is very expensive. And also we have to use modern farming techniques because we have so few men to run the farms.

Prabhupäda: No, you show example. People will do automatically. When the people find it is very nice, they will take.

Hari-çauri: Should we try to make an effort to have our householders go and live on the farms, a special effort? If it's ready to do that?

Prabhupäda: Why householders? Everyone. Hare Kåñëa. (japa)

Rämeçvara: In America there is a very big emphasis on getting people to join us by moving into our temples. The temple presidents are very eager to get as many people to move in as possible, but in the long run most people cannot come up to the standard.

Prabhupäda: Therefore I am... Farms.
Rämeçvara: So they have to be encouraged to have a little bit of Kåñëa consciousness in their own home, make their home a temple.

Prabhupäda: No, let them go to the farm, New Vrindaban.

Rämeçvara: Many people... Most people in the world, they are gåhamedhés, and they cannot give it up so easily.

Prabhupäda: "No, you remain... Come here with your wife, children. You remain gåhamedhé."

Jagadéça: New Vrindaban is very austere. If we build little bungalows with modern convenience...

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes.

Jagadéça: There has to be some modern convenience.

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. Then we shall do that.

Rämeçvara: But for many people who live in the cities, they have their jobs already. They don't want to give it up.

Prabhupäda: (train slows down) What is the nonsense? No, there is a station? No station.

Jagadéça: Why does this train keep stopping? (train stops)

Prabhupäda: Hare Kåñëa. Hare Kåñëa. Jaya.

Jagadéça: Why does the train keep stopping?

Prabhupäda: Who is this gentleman?

Hari-çauri: Pradyumna?

Prabhupäda: Oh, Pradyumna.

Rämeçvara: Say, in America, most people live in the cities, and they already have their job, and they are set in their ways.

Prabhupäda: But you said that there is unemployment also.

Rämeçvara: To a certain extent. But there are still 250,000,000 people. So most of them...

Prabhupäda: So those who are unemployed, let them come to us. We shall give them employment.

Rämeçvara: Yes. But for the mass population...

Prabhupäda: Well, gradually you will increase and...

Rämeçvara: We have to give them something that they can do in their home.

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes.

Rämeçvara: Because it is impractical to think that they will give up everything and move into the temple.

Prabhupäda: No, those who are unemployed, let them come. We shall give them employment.

Jagadéça: On the farm.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: For those who are unemployed, that's attractive.

Jagadéça: But for those who are already employed...

Rämeçvara: But most people have jobs.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Rämeçvara: Many people already have their jobs and their families.

Prabhupäda: All right, let them not come, but those who are unemployed, let them come.

Rämeçvara: But what...? For those people who already have their jobs, instead of...

Prabhupäda: That job... They will be very soon jobless. Don't worry. (laughs) They will come. They will be obliged to come. Now they have got job, but as the days are advancing in Kali-yuga, they'll be jobless.

Hari-çauri: So we can expect that material conditions are going to become very much worse than this.

Prabhupäda: They may come or not. We don't care for it. 

Let us establish an ideal society. That is the...

Jagadéça: If someone who is well-off wants to become a devotee, shall we encourage him to give up all of his material well-being or shall we ask him to instead put a temple in his house and encourage him how to make his house into a temple and make his whole family Kåñëa conscious?

Prabhupäda: And what is your material well-being? Everyone is going hundred miles for well-being. Is that well-being? Either they may go by motorcar or by train... And as soon as there is—what is called?—bottle-neck, they become very much disturbed: "How to go to the office?" Where is well-being?

Rämeçvara: Say, the Christian religion... The Christian religion has millions of followers.

Prabhupäda: But what is the meaning of these followers? They do not understand anything. Simply by rubber-stamp they are follower.

Rämeçvara: But if we can get a mass following, it is only possible by preaching to them little bit at a time.

Prabhupäda: Yes. By your ideal life, ideal teaching, you'll get. This Christian or any religion, what is the use of that? It's not at all religion. It's simply rubber-stamp.

Rämeçvara: No. But if we had many people, then gradually we could help them become Kåñëa conscious.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: But I think they all... One thing that scares people is that we ask too much...

Prabhupäda: Oh, that is... 

Rämeçvara: ...at the beginning. We are asking too much.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: So if we ask just a little bit, then gradually we increase.

Prabhupäda: No, little bit we say, that "You come, chant Hare Kåñëa and take prasäda."

Jagadéça: "And read our books."

Prabhupäda: Suppose you are illiterate, you cannot. But you can do this—"Come here, chant Hare Kåñëa and take prasädam."

Room Conversation                            April 22, 1976, Melbourne

Prabhupäda: He enters another body. Suppose if by force I get you out of this room, then you enter another room. That's all. But this is illegal, that you are living in this room.... By force if I get you out, that is illegal. Then I have to await for the punishment, "Why you have driven out this?" So similarly, although soul is immortal, but taking the soul is immortal, you cannot cut anyone's throat. He has got a right to live in that body for some time by the ordained order of the Supreme. I cannot get you out by force. That is sinful. By nature's way, when he gives up this body, that's all right. But I cannot force the soul to go out of this body by killing. That is sinful.

Brian Singer: How do.... In the Gétä, Bhagavad-gétä, there was a problem to understand when a person was told by Kåñëa to fight.

Prabhupäda: Well, that is.... That.... That we shall discuss. First of all you understand that you are not this body.

Brian Singer: But how can you...

Prabhupäda: Then we discuss other things. This is the primary education of spiritual life. First of all you have to understand that you are not this body. You are living entity, different from the body. Just like you are different from the shirt-coat. But the difficulty is, the person who is in a different type of shirt-coat, he is identifying with the shirt-coat, and they are fighting. You have got black coat. You have got white coat. You have got yellow coat. But they do not understand, none of us belong to the coat. We are different from the coat. That is ignorance. The whole world is going on under this impression that "I am this body." So how there will be peace? That kind of thinking is there in the dogs, in the cats. So our point is that if you remain like cats and dogs, how you can attain peace? You are endeavoring for peace. It is not possible. First of all you understand yourself. Brahma-bhütaù prasannätmä na çocati na käìkñati [Bg. 18.54]. These things are discussed there.

Brian Singer: It is good to work towards understanding of God and Kåñëa consciousness. How do you know.... How does the individual person know.... If he makes decision every day.... But we must make decisions on certain things...

Prabhupäda: No, in ignorance, whatever decision you make, that is foolishness.

Brian Singer: Any?

Prabhupäda: Any decision. If you are on the wrong platform, whatever decision you make, that is foolishness. And therefore we are being baffled. Every time we are making decision, and next time it is found useless, another decision, because on the wrong platform, the basic principle being wrong, whatever decision you make, this is all foolishness. What is the value of the children's decision? Is there any value? Because he's not in proper understanding, what is the meaning of his decision? So one child makes one decision. Another child makes another decision. There is fight. The dog also do that.

Brian Singer: Who made the decision for Arjuna to fight or not to fight?

Prabhupäda: That you'll understand when you actually understand yourself. You do not understand yourself. You cannot understand why Kåñëa said that "You fight." First of all understand yourself. That is the first instruction the Arjuna was given, that the.... Dehino 'smin yathä dehe [Bg. 2.13]. He's not teaching how to fight. He's teaching the philosophy. Try to understand the, I mean, step by step. So this Kåñëa consciousness movement is a scientific movement. It is not a religious faith. That is not. The beginning is that as the child grows to become a boy and boy grows to become a young man.... This is scientific. It is not the question of religion. It is religion.... According to Sanskrit, the dharma, the word dharma, that is translated into "religion," and religion means a kind of faith. But it is not like that. It is a science to understand your real identification. And because Kåñëa we worship.... Every big man should be worshiped, so Kåñëa we accept God. They take it as religion. But He's God. That's a fact. God-worshiping is religion. But Kåñëa is speaking everything knowledge. Knowledge means you must have knowledge of everything, social, political, religious, cultural, philosophical, chemical, physical, everything. So the Bhagavad-gétä is like that. Vedic knowledge is like that. You receive any type of knowledge you want to get. That is called Veda. Veda means knowledge. Knowledge means of anything. That is knowledge. So everything is there. You'll find social, political.... This fighting is political. So in politics sometimes war is necessary. You cannot avoid it when there is politics. That is the whole history, and politics are never settled up without war. There is no history. When you come to the political platform, war is necessary. In logic it is called argumentum vaculum, that when a man is not accepting reasoning, then there must be stick. It is like that. When there are two parties—there is some disagreement—so one is not reasonable, then there must be stick. That is war. Just like animal. The animal cannot understand reasoning, so you have to take the stick. Then the animal will agree. If a dog entering room, you don't want him in, so you say, "Dog, don't enter." He'll not hear. And if you show a stick, it will go away. So for the dogs, for the animals, stick is required. That is war. And there is logic. You know this, argumentum vaculum. In logic there is. So when logic fails, you have to take to war. Not whimsically. You try to avoid war. And when the other party does not agree to logic, then there must be fight. So that is also necessary because all men are not abiding by logic. So everything is necessary if it used for good purpose. Just like surgical operation. The patient is crying, "Don't operate me, surgical." So it is necessary. Otherwise he'll not be cured. So war is not always bad. War is meant for good purpose. But if you use it.... Everything you can use for bad purpose. That is another thing, another side. But don't think that war is itself always bad, no.

Brian Singer: Sometimes my understanding of the Kåñëa teachings in the book is to reach a stage or a state in your person where there is no disappointment or no very happy...

Prabhupäda: No. If you follow Kåñëa's instruction, you'll always be happy. And if you create your own plans, then you'll be unhappy. This is the whole instruction. Sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja: [Bg. 18.66] "You give up your own plans, nonsense plan. You take My plan. You'll be happy." This is the whole purpose of Bhagavad-gétä. You take Kåñëa's plan and you'll be happy.

Brian Singer: And you avoid disappointment.

Prabhupäda: Yes. There will be no disappointment. And as, if you make your plan, it will be baffled and you'll be disappointed. That is going on.

Brian Singer: But sometimes in the past, I have noticed from very bad disappointment that I have learnt very much.

Prabhupäda: Well, you were lucky. You are sometimes not disappointed. But generally you are disappointed. So we are teaching that "You take Kåñëa's plan. You'll be happy. Don't make your own plan. You'll never be happy." This is Kåñëa consciousness.

Brian Singer: Is Kåñëa cons..., the Kåñëa movement, is it still growing?

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Devotee (2): Is the Kåñëa movement still growing?

Prabhupäda: What do you think?

Brian Singer: In numbers. Yeah. I think yes, but I don't know.

Prabhupäda: Yes. It must grow. If it is good, there must be customer. And if it is bad—it is cheating—there may be some customer for some time, then it will be finished. That is the test of reality and false thing. You can cheat persons with false things for some time, but if your commodity is right, the customer will increase. That's a fact. The more people will appreciate, "Oh, here is nice commodity. Purchase it..."

Brian Singer: Do many people follow Kåñëa consciousness by reading books in this method?

Prabhupäda: No, not only reading books. By practicing, by understanding. Then it comes right.

Brian Singer: But what proportion of those people, of all the people...

Prabhupäda: You.... You cannot expect any good thing to be taken up by mass of people. That is not possible. In university, when matriculation candidates, there are so many. Then B.A. candidates, so many. And when you come to the M.A., Ph.D., a very few number.

Doug Warvick: Why is that?

Prabhupäda: You cannot expect that everyone should be M.A., Ph.D. So Kåñëa consciousness is like that. It is not meant for ordinary persons. Those who are very intelligent, they can understand it. Ordinary men, they cannot understand even that he's not this body. What he will understand about Kåñëa? Therefore the beginning understanding is that "I am not this body." When you are firmly convinced about this science that you are not this body, then Kåñëa consciousness beginning.

Brian Singer: And it's not necessary to live a temple life.

Prabhupäda: No, temple life is a.... Just like if you go to school.... Without school you can be educated. It is not that we..., unless you go to school you can be educated. But if you go to school you get greater facilities. And that is the way. Just like in our country Rabindranath Tagore, he never went to school. You have heard the name of Rabindranath Tagore?

Puñöa Kåñëa: Rabindranath Tagore.

Prabhupäda: Tagore.                       

Devotee (2): He's a famous Indian poet.

Prabhupäda: So never went to school, but Oxford University gave him Ph.D. That does not mean that "I shall also receive Ph.D. like Rabindranath Tagore. I shall not go to school." The general method is: one must go to the school. Exceptional cases, that without going to school one can become Ph.D.... But we should not imitate that, that "Rabindranath Tagore got Ph.D. without going to school. I shall sit down." But the fact is that even without going to school one can get Ph.D. That's a fact. But that is not the method. The method is that you must go to the primary school, then secondary school, then enter college, then take your degree. Then you become M.A. and Ph.D. That is the general process, step by step. And if you take the example of Rabindranath Tagore, that "He did not go to school. Then I shall not go to school," then you may be spoiled also, without going to school. That is generally the case.

Brian Singer: How did you find the transition, or how did it affect you, the transition from leading a life in the business world...

Prabhupäda: No, no, business.... Business world is not bad. Why do you think that because I was a businessman, therefore I could not be...?

Brian Singer: No, no. I just want to know how you found the transition.

Prabhupäda: No, this is our regulative principle, that first of all you be trained up as brahmacäré. Then you be entered into family life. Then you retire from family life. Then you become a sannyäsé. This is a general procedure, not that you shall stick to one position. So a businessman does not mean he's fallen man. He can become first-class Kåñëa conscious.

Doug Warvick: And still be a businessman or...?

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. Why not? Just like Arjuna. He's a military man. That is also another business. He's military man. He knew how to fight. Similarly businessman's how to make trade. So this is different grades of livelihood. And Kåñëa consciousness does not depend on this life or that life. Everyone can become.

Guru-kåpä: They know Ugra-srava(?). He's a businessman here, that's all he does.

Brian Singer: Yeah, I understand.

Prabhupäda: Everyone can be devotee.... It is a question to understand that "I am not this body." That is beginning. So a businessman can try to understand, a lawyer can try to understand, or a philosopher can try to under.... Everyone can do that. The real point is, first of all try to understand that you are not this body. So where is the hampering, becoming a businessman or family man or this or that? There is no hampering. We are trained up from the very beginning of our life by our parents. We got the opportunity. And businessman, no businessman, it doesn't matter. Ahaituky apratihatä yayätmä suprasédati. Sa vai puàsäà paro dharmo... [SB 1.2.6]. Find out this verse. Ahaituky apratihatä. Kåñëa conscious is unhampered by anything material. It does not mean that because you are a businessman you cannot be Kåñëa conscious. No. That is not. You may be whatever you are, but you can become Kåñëa conscious at the same time. [break] (devotees offer obeisances) (background talking) So it is not the superexcellency of English language. It is subject matter. Formerly they used to speak in Sanskrit. Therefore it is recorded in Sanskrit language. It can be transferred to any language. The thoughts are there. That is real point. Just like we are translating the thoughts in English, in Spanish, in Portuguese, in French. The real thing is the thought, not the language. But in Sanskrit language you'll find very, very high thoughts. That is because it is very old language.

Brian Singer: Do you find that in the translation from the thoughts and the Sanskrit to the English words, then from the English words to the mass of the people's heads, do you find that there is much loss?

Prabhupäda: No, if you have grasped the thought, that you can express in any language. But if you cannot grasp the thought, then you cannot express. So the.... Our translation is that we have to receive the thoughts as it is by the paramparä system. Therefore it is presented so nicely, and people like it. It is.... It is the value of the subject matter. That we have to receive from authorities. Just like any scientific book, say medical science. You cannot understand medical science by reading the books. It must be received through a medical man. Then it will be clear. Therefore the paramparä system.... Arjuna said, evaà paramparä... Kåñëa said, evaà paramparä-präptam [Bg. 4.2]. Everything is paramparä. If you receive the knowledge from the authority, then you are in perfect knowledge, simply by..., not by reading the books. Therefore our method is to accept the perfect guru to understand the subject matter. But still, if one reads the books as it is from authorities, there is chance of understanding. Real thing is training. So our institution is training, not only training, full knowledge, practical and theoretical. That is real scientific. If you give up one side, then you can give up the theoretical side, but practical side you cannot give up. Then you'll never come. The two sides, practical and theoretical.... So that is real scientific knowledge. So two sides are presented in our Kåñëa consciousness movement, and they are being thoroughly trained up. (pause) Take prasädam. (end)

Room Conversation Including Discussion on SB 4.13.48 to SB 4.14.11      January 18, 1972, Jaipur

Prabhupäda: There was monarchy, the kings were very responsible. Therefore, the kings were known as räjarñi. Räjarñi, räja åñi, räjarñi, this is compound word. (indistinct) king supervising the administration of the state, still his character was just like a åñi, (indistinct) great sage. That was the qualification of the king. Therefore... Also Vedic civilization, even up to Maharaja Parékñit, the government was monarchy. At the present moment, practically all monarchical state is abolished. Even there is some monarchy... Formerly... (indistinct) just like in England, the Queen, she is powerless. Actually, the Queen has no power. People have taken away the power. Here also there is the (indistinct) Jaipur. Actually, they are the owner of the state, Jaipur state, the old state, at least five hundred years old, this state. (indistinct) It is the kingdom of Maharaja Mansingh, former Mansingh, who was commander-in-chief of emperor (indistinct).

But now they have no power. The people have taken away the power. But according to Vedic civilization, this people's government is not sanctioned. Democracy. Democracy is not sanctioned. But in the Kali-yuga, nobody will be a standard king. Anybody, by hook and crook, if he captures the royal throne, he becomes king. That is predicted in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam. Formerly, only the kñatriyas were the kings. But at the present moment, because the institution of varëäçrama-dharma is topsy-turvy, practically no more existing, everyone in this age is calculated to the çüdras. So therefore, there is struggle, who will capture the power? We see practically in political field, the people are interested for capturing the power, but they are not interested... Formality. So they put their manifesto before the election, that we shall serve you in this way and that way. But because they are simply busy to keep their position in the political power...

Just like recently there was fight between two political parties, and represented by two big men, Viçvanätha Däs and Hare Kåñëa Mahatattva. Both of them learned men, lawyers, but they are fighting like cats and dogs. So formerly therefore, there was no such thing as democracy. A king, there must be one king responsible. But he was guided by the ministers and learned brähmaëas, sages. There was a body to guide him, to train him. Therefore, the monarchical government was perfect. Now here is a story of Vena Maharaja. His father was very (indistinct) it is usual, very nice king. But his son, this Vena, born of a bad mother, he was not good. He was killing unnecessarily animal, even men, because he was prince. So he would play with his friends and if there is any fault on the part of his friends, he will at once kill. And because he was prince, son of the king, nobody could take any steps. So the king was very much perturbed within his mind how to train this boy to become future king. But he was not successful. He was not successful. Therefore, being too much depressed and disgusted, he left home. He left home, let the things take place as it is. So

vijïäya nirvidya gataà patià prajäù purohitämätya-suhåd-gaëädayaù

vicikyur urvyäm atiçoka-kätarä yathä nigüòhaà puruñaà kuyoginaù

 [SB 4.13.48]

So purohita. It appears, purohita means the priestly order. In Europe also, this same Vedic civilization was everywhere. In the Middle Age, the priestly class used to control the king, was it not? And the King John or..., that he protested against the priestly order, and he inaugurated the Protestant Christianity from England.

Devotee: Henry.

Prabhupäda: Henry, Henry, yes. So he revolted, not being controlled, revolted against being controlled by the priestly order. Here also we see, purohita amätya-suhåd-gaëädayaù. When the king left, then the priestly order, purohita, purohita means priestly order, amätya, amätya means ministers, and suhåd-gaëädayaù, suhåt means those who are willing welfare of the state, they became very much aggrieved that the king has left.

alakñayantaù padavéà prajäpater hatodyamäù pratyupasåtya te purém

åñén sametän abhivandya säçravo nyavedayan paurava bhartå-viplavam

[SB 4.13.49]

So they were afraid of some political convulsion. So although the son was worthless, so they decided that "Let us make him king. Otherwise, without king, how the state can go on?" So

bhågv-ädayas te munayo lokänäà kñema-darçinaù goptary asati vai nèëäà paçyantaù paçu-sämyatäm

[SB 4.14.1]

Because there was no king, so people became always like..., almost like animals. Paçu-sämyatäm. Paçu means animal, and sämyatäm means equal. So when there is a political, less strong political situation, not very strong government, at that time a class of men take advantage. Just like in Calcutta. Because the government was very lenient, not very strong, a demonic class of men took advantage of it and they began to create atrocities and fearfulness in Calcutta city. We have seen, practically people are not going out after evening, they are always staying in the fearful state. Nobody knows whether he will come back home again when he goes out of his home on the street. People are so much disturbed. So in the absence of strong king, these people take advantage and create disturbances. That is always there. So that happened. The people became paçu-sämyatäm. Therefore, the sages called a meeting of all respectable ministers and saintly persons and brähmaëas and decided, "Let us make this boy king." So he was enthroned. But because he was demonic, he was very strong. So as soon as he became king, all the bad elements of the state, they stopped their nefarious activities. Çrutvä nåpäsana-gataà venam atyugra-çäsanam. They knew that this king is very strong and for any little criminal action, he will strike very severely. So the bad elements, they subsided. Iväkhavaù. Just like the rats, they understand that the snake is there so they go inside the ground and they disappear. Sometimes rats, everyone knows, everywhere as soon as the house is very old, there are many rats. And as soon as there are rats, the serpent will come, the snake will come. So to keep the rats, that is also very dangerous. So one after another, the nature's arrangement is there. So the example is given that nililyur dasyavaù sadyaù sarpa-trastä iväkhavaù.

sa ärüòha-nåpa-sthäna unnaddho 'ñöa-vibhütibhiù

avamene mahä-bhägän stabdhaù sambhävitaù svataù

[SB 4.14.4]

In this way, when he became very much powerful, he began to neglect the orders of the great sages, brähmaëas, and respectable gentlemen. He became very much upstart.

evaà madändha utsikto niraìkuça iva dvipaùparyaöan ratham ästhäya kampayann iva rodasé

[SB 4.14.5]

So he became so strong that when he was traveling in the state, everyone was trembling. So very strong king. In this way, when he became too much powerful, then he began to preach atheism. That is the way. The räkñasé, the demonic way is there. If a demon becomes powerful—just like nowadays it is going on—somehow or other if somebody becomes powerful, he doesn't care for the çästric injunction or religion or God. They don't care for it. Just like there are many instances, Rävaëa, Hiraëyakaçipu, like that. So he also became like that. Then he began to order

na yañöavyaà na dätavyaà na hotavyaà dvijäù kvacit

iti nyavärayad dharma bheré-ghoñeëa sarvaçaù

[SB 4.14.6]

By bugle announcement. In your country, I do not know, maybe. It is here in India still existing that if some public announcement has to be done, one takes a drum or bugle, he stands in one place and bugles or beats the drum, people when gathered they announce something that "This will be done. This is the order of the king or the state." Is there any such system in England?

Çyämasundara: Formerly there was.

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Çyämasundara: Formerly there was. A town crier.

Prabhupäda: Trumpeting.

Çyämasundara: They call it town crier.

Prabhupäda: Town crier, yes, yes.

Çyämasundara: He would go around and announce.

Prabhupäda: Yes, the town crier. So the town crier began to preach that "No more any sacrifice or yajïa. Stop all this nonsense. No more Hare Kåñëa mantra." (chuckles) Yes, they... Just like in Russia we are afraid or China, yes. They will immediately arrest. So this declaration was there, public. Na yañöavyaà na, no charity, no more charity. Just like government at the present moment, they are allowing charity still, but most of the portion of the income they take away by income tax so that one may not have any power to give in charity. So at the present moment, the government does not declare that charity is illegal, but that time is coming very soon, very soon. As soon as there will be Communist government... Our Indira Gandhi is cooperating with the Russians, and as soon as she is under the control of the Russians, gradually Communism will be introduced. People are afraid of this attempt by Indira Gandhi.

So anyway, these such things were existing formerly also, but they were not very common affair. Sometimes after many, many years, a bad king would come. Throughout the history, at least in Çrémad-Bhägavatam, we find this one king only, Vena, who declared the sacrifice, charity illegal. na yañöavyaà na dätavyaà na hotavyaà dvijäù kvacit [SB 4.14.6], by the brähmaëas. Just like the other day it was published in the paper that this India spiritual, this is a myth. They are also declaring. Iti nyavärayad dharmaà. So execution of religious principle was forbidden, nyavärayat. Bheré-ghoñeëa, bheré means bugle, by bugle, sarvaçaù, everywhere.

venasyävekñya munayo durvåttasya viceñöitam vimåçya loka-vyasanaà kåpayocuù sma satriëaù

 [SB 4.14.7]

So all the great sages and saintly persons, brähmaëas, they assembled together and began to consider, "Now what to be done? This rascal king has declared like this and making things hellish, what to do?"

This is the problem of Kåñëa consciousness movement, that people are becoming more and more Godless. And one may think that unnecessarily we have taken this responsibility to make them God conscious, Kåñëa conscious. There is no need to make this propaganda all over the world. But actually, the saintly persons have concern. Just like the other day I told you, Prahläda Maharaja was concerned that these rascals for temporary so-called... [break] ...people are engaged unnecessarily to work very hard day and night, the capitalist, the worker. Big, big factory, iron factory, in so many factories, unnecessarily. So Prahläda Maharaja was concerned. He was living, his father was a demon, in the demonic state. So this is natural. If one saintly person do not be disturbed by people's unhappiness, he is not saintly person. He is not saintly person. If he is simply satisfied that "I have got a temple, I am getting good income, let me eat and sleep." My Guru Maharaja condemned this process. He said that to earn livelihood by showing some temple and collecting money and eat and sleep, better to become a sweeper in the street and earn his livelihood instead of earning livelihood in this so-called spiritual way. So practically all over the world a class of men, a priestly class of men, they have made it a means of earning livelihood, temple achar(?), taking money from people and enjoying, and then become drunkard. In your country, five thousand drunkard priests were consolidated in a hospital for treatment. They're getting money. So there is possibility, we are opening temples, public is contributing. But if we become easy-goer, "Now money is coming, let us eat sumptuously and eat, eat and sleep, and if possible drink also." But, of course, we are restricting. But naturally when one man becomes idle, idle brain is the devil's workshop. So if he can get... Just like rich man's son, they become. Everyone has got experience in every country. When he has no difficulty to get money, then what he will do? He will simply drink or invent some means of intoxication, naked dance. So they became very much perturbed. Venasyävekñya durvåttasya viceñöitam, vimåçya loka-vyasanaà kåpaya ucuù sma... Kåpäya, they were very much compassionate. They cannot see. Para-duùkha-duùkhé. Therefore, Vaiñëava is always unhappy by seeing other's unhappiness. They know how they are going to hell. Just like any gentleman will be aggrieved when they pass on the Bowery Street, seeing their fallen condition. So if any gentleman can become unhappy by seeing such condition of people, what to speak of saintly persons who are supposed to be responsible for spiritual up...

Devotee: Ahhhh!

Prabhupäda: What is that?

Devotee: A monkey. No one is guarding.

Prabhupäda: Somebody must be there. So monkeys, they are now taking advantage, that these people have got some eatables. Therefore, Darwin's theory is from monkey. That's a fact. From the monkey, cow, and lion, the next birth is human life. So vimåçya loka-vyasanaà kåpaya ucuù sma satriëaù, they began to discuss how to mitigate the troubles of the people. They began to discuss that aho ubhayataù präptaà lokasya vyasanaà mahat. People, they are now disturbed both ways. One way, the king is a rascal. Another way is that taking advantage of the bad king, the thieves and rogues, they are also very powerful. So just see how the saintly persons became compassionate to the people that they are both ways. Actually at the present moment, people are disturbed by unnecessary taxes, at the same time bad elements. So without proper king, without nice state, everyone is unhappy. And that is going on nowadays. In the Kali-yuga, it will go on continual, and more and more people will be unhappy.

aräjaka-bhayäd eña kåto räjätad-arhaëaù

tato 'py äséd bhayaà tv adya kathaà syät svasti dehinäm [SB 4.14.9]

If people are disturbed in this way, both ways, from the state side and from the rogue side, then how they will live peacefully? Just like we sometimes say that if the politicians and the statesmen they are so irresponsible, fighting amongst themselves to capture the power, where is the time for them to think of people's welfare? They cannot. It is not possible. The same thing happened there. Tato api äséd bhayaà tu adya kathaà syät svasti dehinäm. Svasti means peacefulness, dehinäm, of the embodied living entities, dehinäm.

aher iva payaù-poñaù poñakasyäpy anartha-bhåt venaù prakåtyaiva khalaù sunéthä-garbha-sambhavaù

 [SB 4.14.10]

Nirüpitaù prajä-pälaù sa jighäàsati vai prajäù. So Vena, here it is mentioned, sunéthä-garbha-sambhavaù. His mother's name was Sunéthä. She was also daughter of a very bad king, and she inherited the father's quality. And the son also inherited the mother's quality. This is also true. The son inherits mother's quality, and the daughter inherits father's quality. So because the grandfather of Vena Maharaja was a bad man, his daughter means Sunéthä, the mother of Vena, she became bad. And naturally her son, Vena, she (he) became bad. The father was very nice, good king. But because the mother was not good, the son became bad. Here is the evidence. Sunéthä-garbha-sambhavaù. Sunéthä, his mother's name was Sunéthä. Because he was born in the womb of Sunéthä, a bad woman, therefore, he... Nirüpitaù prajä-pälaù sa jighäàsati vai prajäù. He has been elected as the king to protect the citizens. Instead of protecting, he is disturbing.

nirüpitaù prajä-pälaù sa jighäàsati vai prajäù tathäpi säntvayemämuà näsmäàs tat-pätakaà spåçet

 [SB 4.14.11]

Now there is another saintly compassion, "Never mind he has done so much mischievous activities, this king, still it is our duty to go to him and give him good advice so that all these disturbances may be stopped and people will become happy." Just mark this point that formerly the government could not be irresponsible because the saintly person, they are always thinking welfare of the people in general. Mark this point.

So therefore, a saintly person duty is to protect the praja, the citizens, in a system so that they may become happy both materially and spiritually. This is one of the duties of the saintly person. Not that let me go to Himalaya and press my nose and I become liberated. This is not saintly person. This is not saintly person. Saintly person means they should be interested with the public welfare, real public welfare. And public welfare means every citizens should be Kåñëa conscious, and then they will be happy both materially and spiritually. My point is that our Kåñëa consciousness movement is not selfish movement. It is the most philanthropic movement. But people in the name of philanthropic movement generally, because they are not actually saintly persons, they collect money and live.

Just like we can say frankly that the Ramakrishna Mission, they are collecting money, huge money from your country, here also, to mitigate the sufferings of the poor people, daridra-Näräyaëa seva. But actually you see that how many poverty-stricken people are there in India, and if you go to the Ramakrishna Mission, you will see all the swamis, they are living in royal order. This is going on. But people are still fool that... But your American people now, they are questioning. That one swami, Nikhilänanda, he told me personally that the American people now are questioning that "You collect money for feeding the poor, but when we go to India, we see so many people lying down on the street." So they are questioning. Naturally there will be question. So... (aside)

Morning Walk Conversation               September 28, 1972, Los Angeles

Svarüpa Dämodara: So nowadays the scientists are also thinking that there have been so many mistakes, so...

Prabhupäda: They will find out. 

Svarüpa Dämodara: So they say that this atomic energy, this bombing, was a tremendous mistake on the part of the... They say this mostly responsible by politicians, not on the part of scientists, the scientists say. But on the other hand, the public say, people say, the scientists are responsible because they discovered the...

Prabhupäda: Yes, they are responsible. If you give a sharpened razor in the hands of a child, the child will cut here and there. So who is responsible: the parent or the child?

Svarüpa Dämodara: Parent.

Prabhupäda: So the rascal scientist is responsible for giving such things in the hands of the rascals. Politicians are the most rascal; the most scoundrel, they go to politics. Politician means a tenth-class man. No first-class man goes to politics. Suppose if somebody says to me that "You come and become president." Why shall I go there? What can I do there? I know I shall not be able to do anything, so why shall I take the post?

Jayatértha: They just like to lord it over.

Prabhupäda: Yes. I cannot say... Suppose if I become president, and if I want to say that stop this slaughterhouse, immediately I will be removed. So I cannot do anything, even if I become president, so why shall I accept this post? No sane man, no gentleman will go to the post because he knows he will not be able to do anything for the welfare of the public.

Jayatértha: They're so corrupt.

Prabhupäda: So corrupt. (indistinct) Even one wants to do... just like President Kennedy, he wanted to do something good—he was shot down. Gandhi wanted to do something—he was shot down. So the politics is so corrupted that as soon as you are prepared to do something actually, you will be killed.

Svarüpa Dämodara: So seeing that mistake also, now the scientists, they are proposing that they should make a governing body, not the politicians, so when they discover something the result can be completely controlled by this group of...

Prabhupäda: That is another foolishness. That is another foolishness. They will be bribed and they will vote. They will get money, that's all.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Another thing that is coming up is genetic engineering, which they are afraid about, just like they say remember like atomic bomb incident. The politicians will utilize the...

Prabhupäda: So why they discover all these nonsense and waste their time? Why do they not discover something which will stop all problems of life—no death, no disease. Why do they do not know? They are also rascals, combination of rascals. Why do they expend their energy and intelligence for this nonsense purpose? (break) ...which will be reduced.

Jayatértha: They want to discover things just for the sake of knowing them, just because everything should be known.

Prabhupäda: That is described in çästra, kevala-bodha-labdhaye, just for the matter of knowing, never mind it will be disastrous. Why don't you try to know something which will not be disastrous-beneficial? But that they have not. That you have no power to know that. Why don't you try to know God? Why trying to know something disastrous? What is this?...

Svarüpa Dämodara: They call that advancement. The search for knowledge is natural.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Svarüpa Dämodara: They search for knowledge, but losing Kåñëa, searching in the wrong direction.

Prabhupäda: The search for knowledge is natural, but the knowledge should be taken from the person who knows the knowledge. That they do not know. The search is all right, but they are taking knowledge from a rascal. That is the difference. So one rascal is teaching another rascal, so what is the advancement of knowledge? Both of them remains in the ignorance. What is the use of the search? Better to stop this university.

Jayatértha: Actually people are seeing that more and more all the big problems are being created at universities, all the university students are rioting and becoming restless, Communists...

Prabhupäda: Because the knowledge has begun from wrong conception of life.

Jayatértha: They see that they are being cheated, yet they are cheating others also.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Just like Çréla Prabhupäda says, there are so many departments of knowledge in all the universities, but the most important department of knowledge, what is the purpose of human life, is left out.

Prabhupäda: Yes. (break) ...leaders. General public, they do no know, they are ignorant, blind. But the leaders are also blind. So blind leader leading other blind men, that means disaster. That is happening.
Answers to a Questionnaire from Bhavan's Journal                    June 28, 1976, Våndävana

Brahmatértha: He cited to me so many rules and regulations. They're not interested. They're interested in pleasing themselves. A man runs for government, his whole position to run for governor is to please himself so that he can become rich.

Prabhupäda: That's it. Here, you are right. Sense gratification. Nobody wants to do anything. Nixon captured the presidential post for his own satisfaction. And when the people found that "Here is a trick," they agitated and got him down. So this is the difficulty, that andhä yathändhair upanéyamänäs the 'péça-tantryäm uru-dämni baddhäù [SB 7.5.31]. We are blind and we are being guided by blind men. So the result is catastrophe.

Morning Walk                                      March 11, 1975, London

Brahmänanda: It is difficult to come to that understanding, that actually, those who are the leaders are not to be trusted.

Prabhupäda: Yes, leaders means government men. That is described. They are all thieves and rogues, anywhere. Dasyu-dharmabhiù. Dasyu. Dasyu means plunderers, rogues. Unless you become a rogue you cannot go to the government. You cannot... Any honest man cannot stay with these government men. That is not possible at the present age. Any government. Unless... Just like first-class rogue, your Nixon, he became the president. Because he was a first-class rogue, he became the president. So unless you are first-class rogue, you cannot stay within the circle of government men. Räjanya dasyu-dharmabhiù. And their business will be to eat up the vital force of the people. Bhakñayiñyanti prajä sarve räjanya dasyu-dharmabhiù. This is the statement. And people will be harassed. On account of their godlessness, they will be harassed by three things: famine, no rain, and taxation. Taxation by the government, and there will be no rain, there will be famine, no food, and they will be so much embarrassed that they will give up their family and go away, gacchanti giri-kananam, will go, enter into the hills and forest, giving up their hearth and home. This is Kali-yuga. And this is due to their godlessness. On account of this, then the democracy, means anyone, brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya, çüdra, anyone who becomes powerful, he will capture the government post. So the çüdras, they are now powerful. Çüdras. Industry means çüdra. So they will capture the governmental power. Just like Communist.

Devotee (2): Even if we present a Kåñëa conscious candidate, the people will still choose a rogue to lead them, even if we present a candidate who is Kåñëa conscious.

Prabhupäda: Canada we have got already temples.

Brahmänanda: Candidate, someone to stand for the election.

Prabhupäda: You cannot do anything. Unless you turn the mass of people Kåñëa conscious, what you will do there? Suppose one man is elected. All demons. What he will do there? Therefore the first thing is that turn the people Kåñëa conscious, and when they will vote, that is shortened (certain?) Otherwise, it is waste of time. (end)

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 6.1.6                    Bombay, November 6, 197(?)

Haàsadüta: So we have to run some of our devotees for office.

Prabhupäda: No, if you can make the people Kåñëa conscious, then everything will be automatically..., because the democracy is there. So if they vote for a Kåñëa conscious person to become president and prime minister, then everything will be saved. So that means you have to create voters, Kåñëa conscious. Then everything will be right. That should be one of your aims, the Kåñëa conscious movement. The government still is under the control of the public. That's a fact. If the public becomes Kåñëa conscious, naturally the government will be Kåñëa conscious. But that is up to the public. But they do not want to be. Therefore they want a king—the crane was sent. You know this story? The frogs, they wanted a king from God, and God gave. He gave them one stone. (indistinct) small. So they were expecting a king. Then, when they saw that king is not speaking, somebody jumped over it. Still, the king did not say. "What can be done to the king?" So they accused the God that "What kind of king you have...? He does not speak. He does not move." "All right." Then He sent one crane. So the crane came and began to catch one like that. Then they became, "Oh, what kind of king?" (laughter) So the public is like that. They wanted. They defied this religious system.

Room Conversation                                 April 22, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: So good milk, you give little, not at a time much. Half a cup. So I said these political rascals... Just see. Trouble. They don't want democracy. "And we'll by force remain." Where is the democracy? Indira Gandhi was to give like that. Where is democracy? Vote rejected him that his (her) election was invalid. Still, he (she) would call, "Emergency." People of Kali-yuga, unfortunate, they are controlled by these fourth-class, tenth-class men. All unhappy. Nobody is in peace. That is also punishment because they are godless. Nobody will come to hear us, follow us, and they'll be punished by these politicians. They'll corrupt.

Morning Talk                                                    April 25, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Now the... We can see practically how the system of civilization is bad, that this Indira Gandhi, räkñasé, she became exalted in the topmost rank, and she thought... A person who is equally good or more than her, he was imprisoned. Then how the system is bad, that a rogue comes to the topmost post and a good man is put into the prison? Is not the system defective? Imperfect? Some way or other, you can become very important, and the actually important man you can cut down.
Tamäla Kåñëa: Envious system.

Prabhupäda: Animal.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Animals are envious also.

Prabhupäda: Envious is everywhere. So the whole civilization is so defective. Somehow or other, you come to the power, and you do whatever you like, and the people in general will have to depend on such leaders for their welfare. How they can be happy? If the whole system is defective, how they can be happy? The same man, in one day he's very important, in the next day he's the most degraded. And the most degraded man, previously he was praised by millions of people and next day he's condemned. That means who elevated her to the post, they're all rascals.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Right.

Prabhupäda: Çva-viò-varäha-uñöra-kharaiù saàstutaù puruñaù. So what is the value of such election, and what is the value of such important men? Therefore the whole system is condemned. Is it not the fact? Everywhere, not only in India. Not that the actual good man is on the head of the ruling power.

Morning Talk                                           April 25, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: I can at least present. So, so many people are suffering for want of good leader throughout the whole world. Andhä yathändhair upanéyamänäù [SB 7.5.31]. They are in ignorance, and some rascals are leading them.

Tamäla Kåñëa: I think it would make...

Prabhupäda: And spoiling the chance of human life. Nature's law will go on. If somebody becomes next life a dog... There is possibility. These political leaders are like that. They are not trained up. Just like these dogs at night, they are very busy. Nobody has appointed them. But he is thinking, "I am in charge of this, watching." As soon as one dog will bark, all they, "Oh, gow! There is some important duty. Come on. Come on." And "Gow! Gow! Gow!" (laughs) And who has appointed him? They, all the politicians, are like that. Nobody likes... "Oh, oh, give me vote. Give me vote. I shall give you this arrangement." And barking amongst themselves, "Gow! Gow! Gow!" Therefore I said that the United Nations is an assembly of barking dogs. Actually that is. They cannot do anything. What they have achieved, the United Nations?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Wasting money.

Prabhupäda: And each representative of nation, they're talking day and night, and all, they have got their... There was a Mr. Mellon... And he was speaking, and he was showing. He fainted, and people took him, "Oh, he's such a good representative." And what he did, actually?

Tamäla Kåñëa: He fainted?

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Tamäla Kåñëa: What was the cause?

Prabhupäda: The cause was Pakistan and India. Pakistan is accusing India, and India is accusing Pakistan in United Nations.

Tamäla Kåñëa: So when Pakistan accused India, he became so shocked that he fainted?

Prabhupäda: No, no. They were talking, barking. He was barking, and he was barking. One barking dog became fainted. (laughs) That's all. Nobody could achieve anything.

Morning Walk                               December 8, 1973, Los Angeles

Advancement means there must be a goal where you will reach? But you have no goal. You do not know what is that goal, so what is the meaning of your advancement? Why you are wasting time blindly?

Karandhara: They want that perfection, but they want it with this body and its paraphernalia. They don’t want to give this body up.

Prabhupäda: Yes, this body can also be perfect. But you do not know how to make it.

Prajäpati: Devotees are beginning more and more, Çréla Prabhupäda, under your instruction, to enter into politics. But the political leaders, they will claim, “Well you have no experience. How can you be qualified to...?”

Prabhupäda: No, we have got experience. If there is a good man, he’ll do, he’ll act very nice. That we have got experience. Just like if a man is honest, you can trust him. This is our experience. So similarly, if the leaders be good according to this standard, then the whole human society will be happy. This is our propaganda. We are not after the post, but we have to disclose this rascaldom, that “All these rascals, animals, fools, they are taking the post of leader, and you are suffering repeatedly, but you have no sense that ‘How we can be happy with this Nixon and company’s leadership?’ ” So therefore we want to disclose the fact, that’s all. We have no ambition. Just like we are brähmaëas. We have nothing to do, but according to Vedic civilization, the brähmaëas guides the kñatriyas how to rule. So our position is to reform the politicians. We are not going to compete with them, we have no business, neither we have time. But because people are suffering—we want everyone to be happy—therefore we want to reform these rascals. That is our goal. What we shall do taking part in politics? We have no business. But our real aim is how people will be happy. That is our real aim. So these rascals are leading, misleading. Therefore we want to check them. Is that all right? Is that all right?

Prajäpati: Will this be possible, to reform these leaders, Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Well, just like I came here alone to reform, to make God conscious, but gradually it is increasing. Although I had very little hope, but still now hopeful. So let us try for it. It is not that cent percent people, but if one, two men can understand, leading men, then the whole society will be benefited. It is not that mass people will be reformed. Just like we have received one letter from one Mr. Ford, Ford family, how much he is appreciating our movement. He has paid also. So it is our duty to do. But if one, two men comes out, comes forward, then it will be successful.

Yaçomaténandana: That Ford boy is about to become a devotee, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Yes, he’ll become devotee, just like George is becoming devotee. So if somebody comes in our touch and if he is sincere, he’ll become devotee. Now this, I shall go this way?

Çrutakérti: Yes.

Prajäpati: So therefore, because we’re not actually trying to gain the office, there need be no compromise in our preaching. Our preaching can be strictly on the platform...

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes.

Prajäpati: ...It always has been.

Prabhupäda: Our, this attempt is for preaching, not for the post. If we get the post it is all right. If we don’t get, we are not disappointed. Just like even Kåñëa. He came to preach, sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekam. And did everybody do so, sarva-dharmän? So that it is so sublime... It is not possible. But if one or two men accept, then you are successful.
Svarüpa Dämodara: It’s just a form of preaching.

Prabhupäda: Yes. The ideal should be there. Just like sometimes university maintains some classes, spending thousands of dollars every month, but there is no student. Does it mean the university shall close that department? No, it must go on. If anyone is fortunate, he’ll take advantage. This is process.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Among those students, thousands of students, there are only very few who come out very good in society...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Not everybody.

Prabhupäda: Manuñyäëäà sahasreñu, that is already spoken. Kåñëa is speaking Bhagavad-gétä; at the same time, He says,

manuñyäëäà sahasreñu kaçcid yatati siddhaye

yatatäm api siddhänäà kaçcin mäà vetti tattvataù

“Out of many million of persons are trying to be perfect, and out of many millions of perfect, one can hardly understand Me.” Then why He is speaking Bhagavad-gétä? Actually the formula is impossible. Nobody is trying for becoming perfect, and there is no perfect; then who will understand? And still, He is speaking. Still Caitanya Mahäprabhu is coming. So our endeavor should be there. Our endeavor should be. If one man can take it up, then there will be immense good for the human so... Therefore I say this is the only humanitarian work.

Bhagavad-gétä 1.1 London, July 7, 1973 

Any religion system, if there is jealousy, that is not religion. Jealousy means... We should understand jealousy, what is jealousy. Jealousy means that you are rightful owner of something; I won't allow you to take it. This is jealousy. This is jealousy. Jealousy, try to understand. Suppose you are rightful owner of something, and I am trying that "You don't own it. I shall own it. Or somebody own it. I shall not allow it." This is jealousy.

So what is the rightful ownership of the living entity? That is to be understood. Birthright, what is called birthright. Just like everyone has got right to live under the protection of the government, everyone. That is good government. Government should give security of life and property. That is government. Not only for the human being, but even for the ant. This is government. Not that I give protection to my brother, and not to others. That is not... Just like Parékñit Mahäräja, he was giving protection to the animals also. When he was on his tour, as soon as he saw that a black man was trying to kill one cow, oh, immediately he took his sword, "Who are you? You are trying to kill?"

So this is good government. Unless the government is equal to everyone... Just like God is equal to everyone. The king or the government must be representative of God. Therefore, according to Vedic civilization, king is offered as good respect as to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. King is called nara-deva, nara-deva. That means "God in human form." King is given... Why? Because he acts as the representative of God. He cannot be jealous to any living entity, at least, born in his kingdom. That is called praja. Praja means one who has taken birth, or, in other words, national, national. So that was the duty.

Johannesburg, October 16, 1975 - Morning Walk

Harikeça: It also seems like the only government that would work would be the Vedic government. Varnäçrama-dharma is the only thing that will work.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Kåñëa conscious government means Vedic government.

Cheaters

Morning Walk                                             June 14, 1974, Paris

So in one sense, the Western boys and young generation, they are actually hankering after some spiritual life. So any Indian, so-called sädhu and guru comes, they go there. But they are cheated unfortunately. So you make your society so strong that you be not cheated, and others may not cheat. Then it will be first-class. 

And if you make another society of cheaters and cheated, there is no profit. 

Therefore you have to follow the rules and regulations very strictly and become serious. 

Then you'll be ideal. People are in need of some spiritual energy. Therefore, as soon as some swamis or guru comes, they flock together to get some food. But these rascals are cheating. So you don't do that.

Prabhupäda: That means it is a association of cheaters and cheated. Somebody wants to cheat and somebody's being cheated. That's all. That is our opinion. So how the association of cheaters and cheated can do anything good to the human society? They're cheaters. They do not know how this peace has to be attained, and they're trying to attain peace in their own way. Therefore they're cheaters. You do not know a subject matter, how to do it, and you're trying to do it, that means you are cheater. It may be very strong words, but the fact is there. Why should you try something which you do not know adequately? That is our protest.

Room Conversation with French Journalist and UNESCO Worker                    August 10, 1973, Paris

Prabhupäda: Everything... In this table, whatever is there, it is created. The table is created. The light is created. Everything is created by somebody. So how I can deny this fact, that somebody has created the whole universe? If you say, "It has comes automatically, dropped," that is rascaldom. It must be accepted somebody has created. So who is that somebody? You have not created. The Americans have not created, the Englishmen have not created, or I have created, you have created, but we can understand that somebody has created. So who will be the proprietor? I shall be proprietor or the creator shall be proprietor? Who shall be the proprietor?

Dr. Inger: Creator. Of course.

Prabhupäda: Creator. So why you are claiming other's property as "my own"? "This is my country. This is my country." And we are so rascal and we are making United Nation.

Dr. Inger: It doesn't belong to anyone.

Prabhupäda: It doesn't belong to anyone. And these rascals are claiming, "This is my. This is my, this is my flag. This is..." Therefore they are all cheaters. And they are combining and trying to cheat other that "How much I can cheat you." "I am American. How much I can cheat you, Russian." Russian thinking, "Yes, I am also cheater. How much I can cheat you." This is going on, cheaters and cheated. And they are wasting their time. Is that civilization, to become cheater and cheated and waste our time in some so-called conferences? Is that civilization, do you think?

Dr. Inger: No. Not at all, but that's exactly as you say.

Prabhupäda: American, they cheated the Red Indians. They got the land. Now they are claiming, "It is my land." But where you got this land? You have cheated the Red Indians, and you claim now it is your land. "Nobody should come here." Everywhere that is there it belongs to... Napoleon, he thought, "France is mine." France is there. Where he has gone, the proprietor? Yes. And with this idea he fought so much. Now nobody knows what he has become, where he is living, either in France or in hell, maybe in heaven. But there are so many places and so many forms of life. And our Bhagavad-gétä says, tathä dehäntaraà präptiù. Just like I am now in this body. Child is in this body. So all of us sometimes were in this body, childish. So where is that body? That body is not existing. But I am existing; you are existing. You know that you had such a body. You were also playing like this child. I also remember. So the body is not existing. I am existing. So I have got a different body now. So where is the difficulty to under-stand that when this body is also finished I get another body? Where is the difficulty? And Bhagavad-gétä says, tathä dehäntaraà präptiù. As we are changing from one body to another, another, another, even within our experience, similarly, as soon as this body is finished, I get another body. Now I am working in this body as national, as Napoleon, as Gandhi, as you according to our own whims and ideas, and fighting in the UNESCO, everything, just like recently Pakistan representative, India... But as soon as the body is finished, just like Gandhi finished, Jinnah finished, now what kind of body he has got now? May not be Indian or Pakistani. Now in that body he is thinking according to his body, a dog is thinking according to the doggish body. A man is thinking according to the man's body. So thinking and everything is changed with the change of the body. Just like this child is. This child, she cannot concentrate because due to the body. Other gentlemen, ladies, they can concentrate. So she has to get a different body to have a different mentality. So in other words, with the change of the body the mentality changes. So in this body I am thinking of France, and if my next body, it is not in France or is not human, I will think otherwise. So the whole duration of my life which I thought in one way, that is simply wasted. Simply wasted. They do not know. This knowledge is lacking. There is no such knowledge in the university, any education, nothing. Simply they are wasting time. Simply. They have no perfect knowledge. They are wasting their time, and doing something just like childish, and going on as advanced in civilization, and so on, so on, so on. Now they should think. Simply on some utopian ideas they should not go. They should know, "What is the purpose of life, what is our connection with this cosmic manifestation, if... There must be some creator. Who is that creator? What is my relation with Him?" These... There are so many things. But they are neglecting. And still, they are passing on as scientist, as philosopher, as politicians and leaders.

Dr. Inger: That's the worst of governments you see, because they stand, as you said rightly each for himself.

Prabhupäda: Whatever it is, we are discussing this point, that this illusion is going on. But human form of life, a human being can get out of this illusion. We have got sufficient sources of knowledge, especially in the Vedic knowledge. So why do we not take advantage of this knowledge and make our life successful? Yes. That is my proposal. And we are struggling with this Kåñëa consciousness movement with this purpose only, that these people are missing the point and wasting their time and life unnecessarily under some illusion. To try to save them, that is our Kåñëa consciousness movement. [break] ...talked with so many Christian priests. Naturally while discussing I asked them that "In your Bible it is said, 'Thou shall not kill.' Why you are maintaining slaughterhouse?" They cannot answer properly. In this way and this way they try to avoid and support this slaughterhouse.

Dr. Inger: It's difficult to answer it.

Prabhupäda: This is going on.

Dr. Inger: When I asked a group of priests at a meeting which was to celebrate the anniversary of a leading Catholic thinker, I.R. Shadder(?), I just asked him about the Sermon on the Mount, referring to similarities between the teachings of Sermon on the Mount and Hindu thought. He says, "You see, but the point is this, that the Sermon on the Mount is not meant for everybody. It is only meant for a very few. And therefore most of us, including the present company," he said, "cannot use it in everyday life." I said, "Do you mean it is only meant for monks?" He hesitated but said, "If you like, yes." But I said, "I imagined that this was meant for everyone and that anyone could follow it." And he said, "Well, it is too dangerous a teaching to give to everyone."

Prabhupäda: Just see. And therefore I say, "Cheater and cheated." Yes. Similarly, scientists also. Recently in Los Angeles, California University, one professor, a big scientist came. He's a Nobel Prize owner. He described, gave lecture. He has written one book, on which he has got Nobel Prize, Evolution of Chemicals. He wants to prove by chemical, combination of chemical, life has come into existence. That is his theory, like Darwin's theory, that life is from matter or chemical. So after hearing the lecture, there is a professor also, a student, yes. He is also Doctor of Chemistry. He is my disciple. He inquired that "If I give you all these chemicals, whether you can produce life?" At that time he said, "That I cannot say." Just see. He is proposing that "From these chemicals, life has begun," and when he is questioned whether by supplying these chemicals he can produce a life, he said, "That I cannot say." This is going on. Then what is the... Then, if you cannot say, then why you are saying that from these chemicals life has come? So when they are caught up for practical purposes, they'll deny. And they are passing on as philosopher, as scientist, priest, and these things. Just see. 

Morning Walk                                    December 2, 1973, Los Angeles

Hådayänanda: Prabhupäda, that verse in the Gétä, that nityaù sarva-gataù sthäëuù. That verse in the Bhagavad-gétä that living beings are everywhere.

Prabhupäda: Yes, sarva-ga. Acalo 'yaà sthäëur sarva-gaù. Nitya. Nityaù sthäëur acalo 'yam. That is described. The seeds are everywhere. Just like they are trying to come out from this. You will find sometimes fracture, grass is coming. As soon as there is opportunity, they want to express the consciousness. Those who fall down... kñéëe puëye punaù martya-lokaà viçanti. They come with waters, rain water, and falls down on the ground and become grass. Then gradually, evolution.

Hådayänanda: That's terrible.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Ä-brahma-bhuvanäl lokäù punar ävartino... How subtle laws are working, what do they know the scientists? Therefore their so-called knowledge is mäyayä apahåta-jïänäù, actual knowledge is taken away by mäyä. And they are thinking, "I am very learned man, scholar." But actual knowledge is taken away. mäyayä apahåta-jïänäù. Why? Äsuri-bhäva. They won't accept God. Therefore they are all fools. In spite of all these degrees, they are all fools. Therefore they cannot explain everything very nicely. "In future we shall see."

Svarüpa Dämodara: They are saying that "We are beginning to learn more and more..."

Prabhupäda: Yes. That means that you are fool. While you are in the process of learning, that means you are fool. Say directly that we are fool. That is gentlemanliness. You do not know; still, you pose, "I am, we are scholar, we are scientist. Give us Nobel Prize." You see. This is going on. We don't want Nobel Prize. We are giving the topmost knowledge. We don't hanker after Nobel Prize. But they give false knowledge and hanker after Nobel Prize. Just see. Their real aim is how to get the Nobel Prize by cheating. That is their real aim. How an educated man, learned man will cheat? So therefore my Guru Mahäräja used to say that "This modern human society, or always, it is a society of the cheaters and the cheated." Somebody is cheating and somebody's cheated, and they have combined together to make a so-called civilization.
Karandhara: Prabhupäda, you know the scientist you quoted in Easy Journey? You quoted an article from the newspaper in Easy Journey about the two scientists who were studying anti-matter?

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Karandhara: Well, about a year ago another scientist came forward, and he charged that those two scientists actually stole the knowledge from him. They were working with him, and they stole it to win Nobel Prize.

Prabhupäda: Yes, there are many scientists like that. Just like this Marconi, he stole the knowledge from Dr. Jagadisha Candra Bose. You know that?

Svarüpa Dämodara: I have heard this.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Jagadisha Candra... I was present. He said that "This man cheated me. I talked with him. Next morning he published the theory."

Karandhara: About radio?

Prabhupäda: No, newspaper. Because both of them were friends, scientists, they talked. And he took the clue, immediately published the theory.

Bali Mardana: Which theory was that?

Prabhupäda: That Marconi wireless.

Bali Mardana: Wireless, radio.

Prabhupäda: Yes, radio. That was Jagadisha Candra Bose's discovery. But the government will not give the credit to the Indians. Because Jagadisha Candra Bose happened to be Indian. These Britishers they are so much envious. Therefore they will never admit that Bhagavad-gétä was spoken five thousand years ago. They bring all within the Christian period. That is their rascaldom.

Morning Walk                               December 6, 1973, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: Yes, They, they, they're everything, motivated. So therefore they're imperfect. I have got... Just like this United Nations. They have gone there for becoming united, but they remain disunited forever. Just see. All the best men go there for becoming united, but forever they will remain disunited. Just see the practical. Because they're all imperfect, rascals, motivated. How they can be united? They cannot be united. Simply spoiling their time and public money. That's all. Simply spoiling. But public have no eyes to see them. They're also rascal. Therefore my Guru Mahäräja used to say that the whole society's now combination of cheaters and cheated. That's all. The cheated want cheaters, and cheaters take the opportunity of the cheated. And that is the combination of the present day society. Somebody, they want to be cheated. And there are some cheaters. So the whole society is combination of cheater and cheated.

Prof. Wolfe: That is why nobody wants to change anything.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Yes.

Prof. Wolfe: No real reform.

Prabhupäda: No.

Prof. Wolfe: Because they all want to go on cheating.

Prabhupäda: Yes. You see? That is the qualification of conditioned soul: To become a cheater, and to become cheated. This is the condition. To become a cheater is one of the conditions of material life. The four defects: He must commit mistake, he must be illusioned, and he must cheat, and his senses are imperfect. These are the four qualifications of the materialistic person.

Svarüpa Dämodara: That is also one of the qualities of bondage?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Svarüpa Dämodara: Bondage?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Because they are... Because they are, they have been bound up by the laws of nature, so these qualities they have developed.

Prajäpati: But why are they so very puffed up and proud even with these defects, Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: That is the, that is the... Therefore we say they are rascals.

Karandhara: Arrogant.

Prabhupäda: Arrogant. They have no qualification; still, they are puffed up. That is rascaldom.

Bali Mardana: Prabhupäda, when the universes are emanated from the body of Mahä-Viñëu, they begin to expand.

Prabhupäda: Yes, yes.

Bali Mardana: Is the universe still expanding?

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is scientific theory.

Bali Mardana: Yeah. I think Einstein agreed with that also. Many scientists, they also have come to that conclusion.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Yes, Einstein followed the theory that the universe is expanding. So people accept it.

Puñöa-kåñëa: No one has ever gotten a Nobel Prize for saying, "Yes, we are all controlled."

Prabhupäda: Because the man who is awarding him Nobel Prize, he is also a rascal, (laughs) and he is also rascal. The society of rascals, that's all. My Guru Mahäräja used to say, therefore, "This is a society of cheaters and cheated." That's all. Somebody is cheater, and somebody is cheated. And they have made a civilization of cheaters and cheated. That's all. They have got good sense. They have... Just try to utilize it. Just like last night that gentleman, "In my opinion..." He never thinks that what he is, what is the value of his opinion. But he thinks, "In my opinion..." And what is this nonsense? What is your opinion? Then he admits "No, no, I have no objection." That is progress, that he admitted his fault. What is the value of your opinion? I said, "We have no opinion. We take the opinion of Kåñëa, that's all." We have no opinion.

Morning Walk                                            June 20, 1974, Germany

Prabhupäda: Anybody can understand. I am coming, going, but when it is a question of vacating, I go out of the apartment, but I never come back again. I will enter another apartment. "The soul enters another body" means enters the womb of another mother. And there the suitable body is created and again mother delivers the child. Again new chapter of life begins. Where is the difficulty to understand? But they are so rascal and dull-headed, the simple thing they cannot understand. And still, they are big, big scientists, philosophers, and cheating others. They are unable to understand, themselves, and the same rascal knowledge they are distributing to others and taking Nobel Prize. This is the müòhas, the society of the cheaters and the cheated. Where is the difficulty to understand the simple thing, how the soul is transmigrating? They sometimes say that "We do not see how it is going." No, how...? Can you see the mind? But can you deny, "There is no mind?" Mind is there. Everyone knows I have got mind, you have got mind, but do I see your mind? Therefore I shall deny the existence of mind? Mind, intelligence and ego—these three things are there, but we cannot see. How my mind is working, can you see? Or how your mind is working, can I see? And because I cannot see, therefore shall I conclude that you have no mind, I have no mind? How foolish they are. Just see.

Morning Walk April 7, 1975, Mäyäpur

Puñöa Kåñëa: Money is nothing but paper, but with the paper I can buy food, so then why is it that we say that money is nothing but paper?

Prabhupäda: You belong to the cheaters' association. You are cheated, and you cheat others. So the whole world is the association of cheaters and cheated. Because you are cheated, you want to cheat others.

Morning Walk                                 October 20, 1975, Johannesburg

Prabhupäda: [break] ...you were with Meher Baba?

Harikeça: No, I was never with Meher Baba. (laughter) I just bring up all these points just so you can defeat them. I was with Maharishi.

Prabhupäda: Maharishi? Oh. You got his mantra? How much you paid for that?

Harikeça: Thirty-five dollars. (laughter)

Prabhupäda: And what was the mantra?

Harikeça: "Aing."

Prabhupäda: "Aing"? That's all?

Harikeça: That's all. And they told me, "Never tell anybody else, 'cause if you tell somebody else the whole thing is ruined."

Prabhupäda: Oh, you are also ruined? No, he is also ruined? No?

Harikeça: I don't know.

Prabhupäda: Everything ruined means he also ruined.

Harikeça: For you.

Prabhupäda: No. Yes, that Maharsi Baba. Because he gave the mantra, so if you disclose it, everything is ruined including himself. He is also ruined.

Puñöa Kåñëa: He can't sell any more mantras.

Harikeça: When I joined the movement I met many other devotees who also had mantras. So I said, "What were your mantras?" They were telling us we all had different mantras. And everybody had the same mantras. It was the same thing. Everyone had the same thing.

Prabhupäda: Just see how he was cheating you.

Indian man (2): I purchased mine.(?)

Prabhupäda: This is such a great cheater, and he has opened university? Just see.

Harikeça: I used to ask, "What is the goal of all this?" And they would always say, "You can't ask that now. You won't understand. In the future we'll tell you."

Puñöa Kåñëa: "After we have your money."

Harikeça: They keep it very mystical so that you keep thinking in the future you'll get something.

Prabhupäda: The same as the scientists, same.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Actually, Prabhupäda, by your mercy we've been able to see that the whole world is simply cheaters and cheated.

Prabhupäda: That's all.

Morning Walk                                     November 8, 1975, Bombay

Bhägavata: You explain in the Gétä that

bahunam janmanam ante jïänavän mam prapadyante vasudevaù sarvam iti sa mahätmä sudurlabhaù

 [Bg. 7.19]

Prabhupäda: (aside) Hare Kåñëa. That is knowledge. Therefore so many mahätmäs, sädhus, yogis, they are all useless, all useless because they have no bhakti. Simply artificially cheating people. [break] This is a society of cheaters and cheated. If you want to be cheated, there are many cheaters who will come and cheat you. That's all.

Morning Walk                                               March 14, 1976, Mäyäpur

Puñöa Kåñëa: That desire to serve Kåñëa, though, that Kåñëa....

Prabhupäda: Don't talk like foolish. That desire everyone has. He is serving. He is serving so many things, but he doesn't want to serve Kåñëa. That is his foolishness. He is serving mäyä; still, he denies to serve Kåñëa. That is his misfortune. Ei rüpe brahmäëòa bhramite kono bhägyavän jéva [Cc. Madhya 19.151]. So unless one is very fortunate, he does not agree to serve Kåñëa.

Madhudviña: So that future is determined by the great souls, such as yourself.

Prabhupäda: No, that...

Madhudviña: Because you are creating people's good fortune.

Prabhupäda: Fortune, there. It is already there. I am simply informing.

Madhudviña: No, but you actually engage them in ajïäta-sukåti, meritorious activities, even unwillingly performed.

Prabhupäda: But this is the duty of everyone. One should not.... That is enjoined in the.... Gurur na sa syät: "One should not become a guru if he cannot do that." Otherwise he is cheating. Why he should become guru? Why he should accept service from so many people if he cannot rightly direct them? Then he becomes bound up by the karma laws. If I take one paisa from you without any service, I have to pay you four paisa.

Mahäàça: In the spiritual world the living entity is full of knowledge, so does he...

Prabhupäda: That is enjoined, ordered, "You should not become guru if you cannot save him. You should not become father if you cannot save him." This is sastric injunction. First word is gurur na sa syät pitä na sa syät. Why you are claiming? Just like.... We are not going to become guru like that.... What is that rascal? Yogi...?

Gurukåpä: Guru Mahäräja.

Revaténandana: Which one? There's many rascals.

Prabhupäda: That big rascal, transcendental meditation.

Madhudviña: Maharishi.

Prabhupäda: Maharishi. He is giving assurance, "If you practice this yoga, then you'll be very able to do your business nicely. Your..." These things are.... And he is guru.

Mahäàça: And he charges them a fabulous amount of money.

Prabhupäda: Yes. No, unless...

Gurukåpä: That verse, guravo bahavo santi çiñya-çäntopahärakäù...

Prabhupäda: No, no, they say to their friend that "These people want to be cheated. Why shall I not cheat?" He says. One of his secretaries came to him.... "If you want God, then go to Bhaktivedanta Swami."

Païca-draviòa: He said that.

Prabhupäda: He said, this Mahesh Yogi. "My business is cheating because the rascals wanted to be cheated. So why shall I not cheat and get some money?"

Gurukåpä: But he doesn't give the money to you, though. He knows you are real.

Prabhupäda: No.... Not.... That is another thing, but he knows that "God consciousness you can get there."

Mahäàça: Yesterday you said that one cheater takes from the other cheater; so he is a cheater, he is taking from other cheaters.

Gurukåpä: You mentioned in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam that one cheater takes the money, another cheater takes it...

Prabhupäda: No, no, his business is cheating. His business is cheating. He said, "These rascals want to be cheated, so why not cheat?"

Madhudviña: So we shouldn't be so angry at him. Some people are serving coffee because people want coffee. Some people are selling béòés because people want béòés. So if some people want to be cheated, so he is simply performing a function of society.

Prabhupäda: That is the world. Therefore the whole world is the society of cheater and cheated. That is the version of my Guru Mahäräja. The whole so-called human society means a bunch of cheaters and cheated. That's all.

Païca-draviòa: Éçopaniñad says, asuryä näma te lokäù. He is going to hell even though he knows that he is cheating. He is also going to hell even if he is consciously cheating.

Prabhupäda: So don't be cheater; don't be cheated. That is intelligence.

Païca-draviòa: Çréla Prabhupäda, what is our fortune that we've come in contact with a qualified guru? What have we done to qualify to come in contact with you?

Revaténandana: In other words, why do some come and others not come?

Prabhupäda: It is the ajïäta-sukåti, say. Ajïäta-sukåti. You might have done something, very pious activities, which you do not know, but on the effect of...

Madhudviña: So it seems like it's up to chance, then.

Prabhupäda: No chance. Just like a sinful man. Some saintly person comes to him and he gives some money to him. He does not know that "I am doing very pious activity," but because he has given, he becomes pious.

Revaténandana: If not even a blade of grass moves unless Kåñëa sanctions it, then why does someone have the opportunity to perform such ajnata-sukrti, another person not?

Prabhupäda: Yes, Kåñëa wants.... Suppose a saintly person comes to a very sinful man. He needs some money. Immediately Kåñëa says, "Give him some money. He requires." So he says, "All right, sir, take it." So Kåñëa's desires, he gives. Unless Kåñëa dictates from within, how he can give?

Hariçauri: So then where is the question of free will? If I want to give or not give...

Prabhupäda: No, no, free will under Kåñëa. You can become free will and become a big man immediately. Your free will sanctioned by Kåñëa. You are not so free that whatever you like, you can do.

Madhudviña: So even if I want to perform some ajnata-sukrti, it is only by Kåñëa's mercy that I will do it.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is stated by Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

ei rüpe brahmäëòe bhramite kono bhägyavän jéva

guru-kåñëa-kåpäya päya bhakti latä béja

As soon as he gives to a saintly person, bhakta, he immediately acquires some asset of future development. Immediately.

Acyutänanda: If someone gives to a person for spiritual..., consciously for spiritual improvement...

Prabhupäda: There is no question of...

Acyutänanda: ...and the person misuses the money, does he benefit?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Acyutänanda: If a man says, "I am giving you this donation because it is a spiritual organization," but if the money is misused, does that man benefit?

Prabhupäda: If money is misused, then both of them become implicated. If it is not used for Kåñëa, then both of them becomes under the laws of karma.

Acyutänanda: But that man is sincere.

Prabhupäda: Well, this word sincere, there is no meaning unless he is a devotee. Ei bala ei manda sab mano dharma: "These are all mental concoction." There is no meaning. "This man is good. This man is sincere. This man is bad. This man is..." They are all mental concoction. Only good is he who is Kåñëa conscious. Others all rascals.

Hariçauri: So if Kåñëa has given the dictation, then is He dictating every sinful man to give?

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Hariçauri: Is he dictating every sinful man to give?

Prabhupäda: Why do you question like that? Kåñëa is so foolish that He will dictate to give to a foolish, er, sinful man? It is odd question.

Hariçauri: This is that point that does one come to..., does one get contact with a pure devotee and advance like that from his own free will, from accepting the mercy of the spiritual master or not?

Prabhupäda: What does he say? Hm?

Hariçauri: The point.... The point...

Prabhupäda: Somebody answer.

Jayädvaita: Not every sinful man is dictated to give money; otherwise they'd all be giving us money. They're all sinful. We'd be getting money from everyone.

Revaténandana: But then the question is why some and not others also?

Trivikrama: Kåñëa is in everyone's heart.

Gurukåpä: But some are innocent.

Prabhupäda: That is Kåñëa's dictation.

Revaténandana: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Yes. And you cannot bind Kåñëa to dictate in a similar way. If He likes, He can ask a sinful man, "Do this." If He doesn't like, He may not act. That is Kåñëa.

Revaténandana: So ultimately it is simply by the mercy of Kåñëa...

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Revaténandana: ...that he comes back to Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So it is Kåñëa's business where to show mercy, where not to show. You cannot oblige Him that "You show mercy everywhere." No. Nähaà prakäçaù sarvasya yoga-maya-samävåtaù [Bg. 7.25]. Kåñëa.... You cannot oblige Kåñëa, "You do this." That is not Kåñëa. That is not Kåñëa. If one is obliged to act to your dictation, then he is not Kåñëa. Therefore whatever Kåñëa likes, He'll do. You cannot oblige Him that "You have to do it." No. That is karma-mimäàsa, that "If good work gives good result, so why should we care for Kåñëa? We shall do the good work." That is.... Ordinary people, they think like that. Karma-mimäàsa. "If I do good work, Kåñëa will be obliged to give me good effect. Why shall I care for Kåñëa?" That is karma-mimäàsa. "Work is final. Do good work, that's all." They say like that. But we say, even if you do good work, if Kåñëa does not want it, then it will not produce good result. That is Kåñëa.

Trivikrama: We don't have the mercy of Kåñëa yet, so...

Prabhupäda: No, no. Everyone has got the mercy, but that mercy is not obligatory. If He likes, He can give you mercy; if He does not like, He may not.

Trivikrama: But everyone has it.

Prabhupäda: Everyone.... He is giving mercy. That is general. But if He does not like, He may not give you. You cannot make Him obliged.

Païca-draviòa: So why is it, then, if it's a question of ajïäta-sukåti... The Indians, from their birth they're watering tulasé, they're chanting Hare Kåñëa, they're doing so many activities, but mostly your disciples are foreigners?

Prabhupäda: So that.... No, means that is temporary. They may come again. It will never go in vain. Just like this cloud. Cloud is meant for raining. Now it is not raining, but when there is sufficient cloud, it will rain. You cannot say there is no rain. There is, but it is not sufficiently collected. When it is sufficiently collected, then.

Prabhupäda: Hare Kåñëa. Jaya. Hare Kåñëa. [break] Make the bullock cart an international. They'll be surprised. Hare Kåñëa. Bhakti kaile sarva-karma kåta haya. We must be always convinced that if we simply take up the knowledge given by Kåñëa, then you are perfect. That's all. If little success is there for me than other swamis and yogis, it is due to my conviction on this point. I never compromised with anything which is not spoken by Kåñëa. Did you mark it or not?

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes.

Devotee: One time you told us, Çréla Prabhupäda, to meet every man at his door and ask him to give up everything he knows and chant Hare Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is simple. "You rascal, you give up whatever you have learned, you chant Hare Kåñëa." Don't say "rascal," but indirectly (laughter), that "Whatever you have learned, it is all nonsense." Sakalam eva vihäya dürät, "You give up everything, kicked out, and simply become adherent to Caitanya." This is our preaching. And what Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, yäre dekha, täre kaha 'kåñëa'-upadeça [Cc. Madhya 7.128], that's all. Because ultimately He is Kåñëa.

Païcadraviòa: Can you repeat why you said you have been successful where others have not?

Prabhupäda: Because I stick to Kåñëa's word. I, therefore, present Bhagavad-gétä as it is. We do not make any amendment nor accept any amendment. And, therefore, we decry everything—Gandhi, Dr. Radhakrishnan, Aurobindo, this, that—all rascals. Because they tried to amend it. That is admitted by the science professor. They have all tried to make it modernized, but I have not done. Here is the spiritual master in the disciplic succession, so we remain indebted to him to understand the original traditional knowledge.

Devotee: Also that professor from Mexico City, he appreciated.

Prabhupäda: Yes, everyone who is after truth will accept. If he's a bogus, if you want to be cheated and cheat others, that will not. Ninety-nine percent, they are cheaters and cheated. This is the position. All these cheaters they are cheating, and they accept to be cheated. If I am very clever that I don't want to be cheated, then nobody can cheat me. But these rascals, they want to be cheated. If you say, "No, no, what is the wrong in illicit sex?" That means you want to be cheated. And if you say, "(indistinct) this swami is very conservative." This is the position. We want cheap things because we want to be cheated. And there are so many cheaters, they will take advantage and cheat you. This is going on.

Païcadraviòa: Allen Ginsberg, he said that, that you were very conservative.

Prabhupäda: Yes, because he wants to be cheated. And he cheats others. Some followers, he is cheating.

Païcadraviòa: Yato mat tato pat.

Prabhupäda: Yato mat tato pat. Yes, this is going on. This business, cheaters and cheated. We preach to one, the innocent persons who are being cheated, and we don't want to cheat anybody, but what Kåñëa says. Our business is very simple.

Devotee: So we should expose these bogus...

Prabhupäda: Yes, we are exposing, that is our business.

Devotee: Actually, by making such wonders they are exposing themselves.

Prabhupäda: That is fact.

Devotee: Just like Guru Maharaj-ji.

Prabhupäda: Anyone, why Guru Maharaj-ji, any Mahäräja. Any man who will speak something which is not in the instruction of Caitanya Mahäprabhu and Kåñëa, he is cheating. Hare Kåñëa.

Puñöa Kåñëa: But if we take that we are the only way, then people call us fanatics.

Prabhupäda: They may say. They are themselves fanatics. Who cares for them? If a madman says you are madman, I have to accept? No. He must be a sane man. Then there is some meaning. He is calling me madman, but he is a... If I am blind and if another man, he is blind, he says you are blind, so what is the use?

Puñöa Kåñëa: So is the principle to first prove that they are insane and then afterwards that we're sane, or first to prove that we're sane and then...

Prabhupäda: Our proof is that we are following the sane man's instruction, or sane being, the Supreme Being. There cannot be any mistake. Therefore, we are sane.

Devotee: They say they are also following.

Prabhupäda: No. Therefore, why they are changing? We don't change, millions of years. What Kåñëa said, we are following the same. But they change every year.

Païcadraviòa: That Vairagi Bhava, he showed up in Hong Kong, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Païcadraviòa: You know that person who gives us the mandir in Vrndavana and... What's his name? We stay at that Fogal Ashram every year? Vairagi Bhava?

Prabhupäda: Vairagi Bhava.

Païcadraviòa: He showed up in Hong Kong. He said that "There are two great influences in my life: one Caitanya Mahäprabhu, who taught me service..., who taught me devotion," and he said, "Ramakrishna, who taught us service to man." He also showed up with one woman sannyäséni or something.

Devotee: Service to man. (laughter)

Prabhupäda: Especially woman. (laughter)

Païcadraviòa: And wearing saffron too. You gave him an offer he could travel and become..., and take part in our movement if he was willing to preach Bhagavad-gétä as it is.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Païcadraviòa: He did not accept.

Prabhupäda: That means he wants to cheat. (loud kértana-end)

Evening Darçana                                       July 10, 1976, New York

Indian man (4): Çréla Prabhupäda, there are so many gurus...

Prabhupäda: We are not talking of so many gurus, we are talking of real guru, that's all, real guru. Real guru is he who talks in disciplic succession of Kåñëa. Evaà paramparä-präptam imaà räjarñayo viduù [Bg. 4.2]. That is guru. The bumifor(?) guru is no guru. Avaiñëavo gurur na syät. Anyone who is not Vaiñëava, he's not guru. First, He says in the Bhagavad-gétä, Bhagavän, ya idaà paramaà guhyaà mad-bhakteñv abhidhäsyati [Bg 18.68]. Find out this. He is guru, who is preaching what Kåñëa has taught, he's guru. Not that anyone and everyone becomes a guru. If you want to be cheated by such rascal guru, that is your business, but who is guru, that is stated in the Bhagavad-gétä. Anyone who preaches the teachings of Kåñëa, he is guru. Caitanya Mahäprabhu also says ämära äjïäya guru haïä tära' ei deça [Cc. Madhya 7.128]. "You become a guru on My order." "How shall I become guru? I have no knowledge." Oh, you don't require any knowledge to manufacture. Yäre dekha, täre kaha 'kåñëa'-upadeça [Cc. Madhya 7.128]. "Simply repeat the instruction of Kåñëa, you become guru." Everyone can become. The instruction is there. Kåñëa says sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja [Bg. 18.66]. We say the same thing. Not that "I have become Kåñëa, not..." We say "Surrender to Kåñëa." Then you become guru. Kåñëa's instruction, not to become Kåñëa. If you want to become Kåñëa, then you are not guru, you are cheater. Suppose you are working for master. If you say "My master has fixed up this price; you cannot change it," then you are honest salesman. And if you place yourself that "I am the master," then you are cheater. The cheater cannot be teacher. Teacher is he who simply teaches what Kåñëa has said, that's all. He is teacher. That is not difficult. Anyone can do it. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu says yäre dekha, täre kaha 'kåñëa'-upadeça [Cc. Madhya 7.128]. Whomever you meet, you simply speak to him the instruction of Kåñëa. Then you become guru. And if you don't say that, if you manufacture your own words, then you are cheater, you are not teacher. The so-called gurus, they're cheaters. They want to become Kåñëa. Therefore they are cheater. And it is very easy thing if you cheat people, that "You take this mantra and you become God." Is it so easy thing to become God? But they want to be cheated. "Purchasing mantra, I shall become God." They want to be cheated. They do not think that "Whether I can actually become God." They do not take the weight of His existence. Hare Kåñëa. 

Room Conversation                         September 6, 1976, Våndävana

Akñayänanda: I don't know. Viçvambhara said that this was the best. Viçvambhara is very expert. He's supremely expert at catching these cheaters. But even he gets cheated sometimes. Even things go by and he doesn't notice. He's very, very expert. If I ever get to be as expert as him, then maybe something good will happen. But even he is also being cheated sometimes.

Prabhupäda: Cheating is one of the qualification of the conditioned soul.

Akñayänanda: Prabhupäda, Viçvambhara...

Prabhupäda: Vipralipsa, vipralipsa. Bhrama, pramada, vipralipsa, karuëätmikä.(?) So cheating is a qualification of the conditioned soul. Everyone is expert in cheating more or less. That is qualification. People take pride, "Oh, I have cheated. I am so expert that I have cheated." When the lawyers make some agreement between the two lawyers, simply think "How I can cheat you. How can I cheat you." That's all. The more one lawyer is expert in cheating, he is big lawyer.

Hari-çauri: Yes, because their business is to avoid the law.

Akñayänanda: They are called lawyer but their business is to break the law.

Prabhupäda: Yes. The best cheater is the best lawyer.

Akñayänanda: So that means if we become pure then we can avoid being cheated because we ourselves will not cheat anymore.

Prabhupäda: No, this world is full of cheaters. We have to live with them. Sate sattvaà samäcaret. You also have to become better cheater. That is wanted. Otherwise, you cannot exist.

Akñayänanda: But we have to cheat for Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Do everything for Kåñëa, that is all right, but this world, if you become simple and the whole world is full of cheaters, then you suffer.

Akñayänanda: You lose everything.

Prabhupäda: Therefore you have to know and protect yourself from the cheaters. So sometimes we have to become a bigger cheater. This is the world. Vaïcaka-vaïcé. Whole world is going on, my Guru Mahäräja used to say that one is cheater, another is cheated.

Room Conversation                            January 8, 1977, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Yes, you cannot have kåñëa-kåpa directly. Guru-kåñëa-kåpäya päya bhakti-latä-béja [Cc. Madhya 19.151]. That is Caitanya. You have to go through guru.
Guest (4) (Indian man): And how do we get guru?

Guest (1): Guru finds you.

Prabhupäda: Not guru finds you. You have to find out guru. Guru is there. Guru is there. But if you want to be cheated, then you find out. And if you want to be cheated, the cheaters will... Guru-kåñëa-kåpa. If you are actually serious to serve Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, then Kåñëa will give you: "Here is guru." Guru is there. Guru is there, but unless you are actually serious, you cannot get real guru. If you want to be cheated or if you are a cheater, then you'll get a cheater guru. (aside:) Hare Kåñëa. Give prasäda. Bring prasäda. Now we go to guru for some medical help. We go to guru for some economic development. So you'll get cheater. That's all.

Conversation: Bogus Gurus April 25, 1977, Bombay

Tamäla Kåñëa: ...been seeing this one person there by the name of Bhagavan Shringari Das, Bhagavan Shringari. He's the püjäré of Lord Jagannätha. So he's claiming that when anyone goes to a holy place like Jagannätha Puré that they have to get initiated by a tértha-guru. So these foolish disciples, they're going and they're accepting initiation from him, and he gives them some mantra, and then he... Naturally there's an exchange of money. They have to promise to send money regularly for Lord... He says it's for Lord Jagannätha. Obviously Lord Jagannätha will never see the money. He also gets them to write a letter. The letter reads something like that "I came to India blind, but now Bhagavan Shringari Das has opened my eyes." Doesn't even mention Your Divine Grace. And this boy, he was telling me this... When he asked about the holy places... This devotee, who..., he's doing a little assistance for me, he refused to have anything..., take any initiation 'cause he said that he could understand that something was wrong. He asked him, "What about Mäyäpura?" He said, "Oh, Mäyäpura is nothing. That is not the dhäma." Then he said, "Dhäma means...," and he named the four dhämas. So in this way some of the devotees are... Apparently they're even going back to America and they're encouraging others to send money to this cheater. This man is a big cheater. (name withheld), she took this initiation, and some other people, he mentioned... When he was there, there were already four devotees there, some householder devotee from Los Angeles, (name withheld)... He sells them things like the flag from the top of the temple for a hundred rupees. You know, different types of thing he sells them. So I said, "So why didn't you ask him, 'Now that we're your disciple and you're our guru, now take us into the temple'? "

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Tamäla Kåñëa: I told him that he should have said that "I will become your disciple, but you take me into the temple with you. Because disciple means the son, so if you're my father, so I'm your son. You take me into the temple." But he... One of the devotees asked that, but he said, "No, no, that will not be possible, but you will see Lord Jagannätha in the Ratha-yäträ time." The man is such a cheater. Of course, none of the more serious devotees, I think, are taking this man very seriously, but some of the devotees are a little less intelligent, so they are being fooled.

Prabhupäda: So the cheaters are there. If our men are cheated, if they agree to be cheated, how can I stop them? In Våndävana also they have done like that, the bäbäjés.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Same way.

Prabhupäda: Nitäi is victim.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Rädhä-kuëòa. And in Våndävana also. That Jagannätha däsa was telling you, remember, how he met some bäbäjé coming on the road.

Prabhupäda: So there are cheaters, and if one wants to be cheated, how we can stop?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Actually this makes me feel that it's very important that we have our temple in Bhuvaneçvara.

Prabhupäda: So you can publish this in our Back to Godhead. These things are going on. Devotees should be very careful not to be victimized by this cheater.

Tamäla Kåñëa: I think I can write a letter to the "Letters to the Editors" column. That'll be the proper place.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Very good. What are...? Now, this man proclaimed himself to be "tértha-guru." What are some of the other ways that they will say? I remember Jagannätha was saying that he...

Prabhupäda: Tértha-guru, if he's able to take him to the temple, then tértha guru. Otherwise he's a goru, cow, tértha cow. That's all.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Say like that.

Prabhupäda: Yes. (laughs) Tell them that. He's unable to show Jagannätha. Then how he's guru? It is guru's responsibility to bring him to... That is upanayana. Upanayana, this sacred thread, means the guru brings him near God.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yeah, this man gives them some thread, makes them touch his feet, the whole thing, offer coconut...

Prabhupäda: He's a foolish rascal. What can be done?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yeah. Jagannätha, when he was telling us about this bäbäjé, he said that there's also these bäbäjés, they claim to be a guru for giving initiation into their svarüpa.

Prabhupäda: Svarüpa-siddhi.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yeah, svarüpa-siddhi. So we can mention this as also rascaldom.

Prabhupäda: Yes. What can be done? Cheaters there are. If you want to be cheated, who can save you? He has made guru without asking his guru. He submits to others. Then how we can save him?

Tamäla Kåñëa: What does that do to his relationship with his own spiritual master?

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Tamäla Kåñëa: How does this affect his relationship with his...?

Prabhupäda: They don't care for his own spiritual master.

Tamäla Kåñëa: But what...? That means their relationship is spoiled.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Guror avajïä, aparädha.    Tamäla Kåñëa: Aparädha.

Prabhupäda: And Caitanya Mahäprabhu has advised, "Save yourself from aparädha." Some aparädha, and they are going away, just like Nitäi. Guror avajïä.

Tamäla Kåñëa: It's called the elephant offense?

Prabhupäda: Hm. Vaiñëava-aparädha. The weak and the fools, they will be victimized. What can be done? Tértha-guru, the päëòä is accepted tértha-guru... That... But he takes to Jagannätha temple and other holy places, gives him instruction about the holy places and so on, so on, shelter, food, in this way.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Hm. There is such a thing.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Because I am unknown, so he helps me in every respect. So Vaiñëava accepts everyone as guru, çikñä-guru, dékñä-guru, then tértha-guru. This is no harm. But what is this rascal, "No, no, you cannot sit down here. You take the flag and pay me hundred rupees?" if you are so rascal, who can save you?                       

Tamäla Kåñëa: Tértha-goru.

Prabhupäda: Tértha-goru, that is called. That risk is there because in India there are so many places, holy places. If you are not expert, you'll be victimized.

Tamäla Kåñëa: What about this svarüpa-siddhi?

Prabhupäda: Svarüpa-siddhi, that is bogus. Svarüpa-siddhi is not that you do all nonsense things and svarüpa-siddhi... Svarüpa-siddhi means when he is actually liberated, he understands what is his relationship with Kåñëa. That is svarüpa-siddhi. Säkhya... So that is far away. Unless... If he's such a fool, then where is svarüpa-siddhi?

Tamäla Kåñëa: So that realization doesn't come by some initiation from some bäbäjé.

Prabhupäda: That automatically comes when there..., he is liberated, not before. So the bäbäjés give this mantra for svarüpa-siddhi?      Tamäla Kåñëa: Hm.

Prabhupäda: Yes, this is going on.

Tamäla Kåñëa: This man, he has a book now of these..., this man from Puré, Jagannätha Puré. He has a... He collects letters from each one of them, and he keeps them in a book, and he shows...

Prabhupäda: Yes, that "They have given me..."

Tamäla Kåñëa: So many disciples.

Prabhupäda: The Våndävana also they do. These things are there, their business. And they smoke gäï..., opium, gäïjä. Pän they are chewing, fish. "Tértha-guru." In Våndävana the jäta-guru, caste gosvämé, they do like that. He'll not touch his water even, and still, he is disciple.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yeah, but that... This is such a contradiction, that the man gives someone, makes someone his disciple, but he will not take him.

Prabhupäda: He'll not take his food, he'll not touch his water, and still, he's guru. That's all. In Våndävana it is going on, large... So many visitors come. They are victimized. They have got their step, in that way.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Yeah, right. The devotees should understand also that any money that's given to these persons, the Deity will never see this money.

Prabhupäda: Cheating is going on. You have to be careful. Otherwise very risky. Vipralipsa. One of the qualification of conditioned souls is to cheat others and be cheated. Vaïchita vaïchaka. Business cheat... 

Morning Walk                                 May 10, 1975, Perth                                                               

Paramahaàsa: But first we have to believe it, and then we can see it?

Prabhupäda: It is not the question of belief. It is a fact. It is a fact in this way, that Kåñëa says, tyaktvä dehaà punar janma naiti--that's all. You have to see through Kåñëa. Kåñëa is perfect. Kåñëa says that a such and such person devotee, after giving up this body, he does not accept. That is seeing. Kåñëa says and you see. Just like you believe me. A child believes the father. Similarly, if the authority is there, then you see by his word, that's all. That is knowledge. Seeing by perfect knowledge--that is seeing. Not by endeavoring with these imperfect senses. That is not knowledge.

Paramahaàsa: But in this modern age...

Prabhupäda: Modern age means all rascals and fools. So we haven't got to follow the rascals and fools. You have to follow the most perfect, Kåñëa.

Paramahaàsa: The problem is that everyone is cheating. Everyone is presenting some knowledge of this or that...

Prabhupäda: Therefore we have accepted Kåñëa, who will not cheat. You are cheater, therefore you are believing cheaters. We do not cheat, and we accept a person who does not cheat. That is the difference between you and me.

Gaëeça: But we were all cheaters before we came to you, Çréla Prabhupäda. So how is it that we're not accepting a cheater? How is it that we cheaters have accepted some knowledge from you?

Prabhupäda: Yes, because you are speaking what Kåñëa said. He is not cheater. He is God. I am talking to you, but not my own knowledge. I am presenting to you what Kåñëa said. That's all. Therefore I am not cheater. I might have been a cheater, but since I am talking only the words of Kåñëa, since then I am not cheater. Kåñëa says, vedähaà samatétäni, "I know past, present and future." Therefore He is not cheater. But so far we are concerned, we do not know what was the past and what is future. And we do not know perfectly the present also. And if we speak something, then we are cheater. That is cheating. Our Kåñëa consciousness movement is that don't hear the cheaters and don't try to cheat others. Be honest, and hear from the authority. This is Kåñëa. Our Kåñëa consciousness movement is, that don't hear the cheaters and don't try to cheat others. Be honest and hear from the authorities. That is Kåñëa consciousness.

Morning Walk                                 April 21, 1976, Melbourne

Prabhupäda: Yes. [break] This has been named by father, kaitava, simply cheating. Dharmaù projjhita-kaitavo 'tra [SB 1.1.2]. The duplicity, hypocrisy, is there completely rejected.

Guru-kåpä: Kåñëa is a better cheater, though. He will cheat them in the end.

Prabhupäda: Kåñëa is not cheater. The Kåñëa's energy is so powerful that anyone who is a cheater, he will be cheated, that's all, automatically. [break] If you infect some disease, you'll have to suffer, automatically. It is not that the disease has to be injected. No. Because you have infected, you'll suffer. The same law is there. You have done this sinful. You'll suffer that. That is the cycle of birth and death. You have created mentality. You'll become the same animal, and you suffer. Käraëaà guëa-saìgo 'sya [Bg. 13.22]. [break] 

Demons

Morning Walk                            November 21, 1975, Bombay

Prabhupäda: Yes. That... Anyone can become demon. A demon can become Aryan, and Aryan can become demon by culture.
Bhagavad-gétä 7.1                        Los Angeles, March 12, 1970

So this simple method and the highest method... Not that we are advertising our Kåñëa consciousness movement. Here the authority, the supreme authority, Kåñëa, says, "Practicing yoga in full consciousness of Me." But if you make your own manufactured meaning of these words and cheat public, that is your business. Our business is not to cheat. We have to say frankly, "This is the fact," that's all. But you can cheat: "Oh, it is not Kåñëa. It is this and that, so many things. This 'me' means I. 'I' means you are also I. I am also I." They explain in that way. "The 'me,' the word is me. So 'me' is coming from 'I.' So you are 'I,' I am 'I.' Therefore it is meant, 'me' means you think of yourself; I think of myself. Then you become yogi." That's all. And rascal persons will catch this very..., "Oh, then I am always thinking of me. That's all right. I am a yogi." That's all. Because the demons and the rascals, they are simply trying to avoid God. So if somebody teaches, "Oh, why you are thinking of Kåñëa? This 'me' means you, I, I, you. That's all," "Oh, that's nice, very nice."

The demonic nature is that. "I am God. I am everything." So we have to become very cautious, you see, because my material existence means I have got the tinge of demonic nature. And as soon as I get some impetus from another demon, I become again demon. Again I become demon. And then out of Kåñëa consciousness. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu has distinctly forbidden: mäyävädi-bhäñya çunile haya sarva-näça: [Cc. Madhya 6.169] "If you hear the commentary of the impersonalist demons, then your whole thing is spoiled. Your life is spoiled." Go on. Mäyävädi-bhäñya çunile haya sarva-näça. Sarva-näça means you lose everything. And because we do not explain demonic explanation, that "I am God, you are God," people do not like. Just like the other day the question was... They explained in different... They like that explanation because demonic. People are generally demonic, more or less. One may be fifty percent demon, another may be eighty percent demon, but everyone in this material world is a demon. Materialistic means demon. Don't you see the example of Hiraëyakaçipu? What was his fault? He is called a demon. Why? What was his fault? His fault was to..., not to accept God. His small child was a devotee. He was thinking of God, and the father was angry: "Why you are thinking of God? Why you are thinking of Kåñëa?" Just see. But materially the father was so powerful that he conquered all over other planets. He was so powerful. So any materialistic person, if he has got more money, wealth, strength, he is worshiped. So this is demon worship. Demons are generally very powerful. They are so-called educated. They are so-called... So many things they have got. But the test is: if he has no Kåñëa consciousness or God consciousness, he is demon. That's all. That is the study of demon. Yes. Go on.

Morning Walk                                          April 7, 1975, Mäyäpur

Actually all this whole universe is made for your enjoyment, but enjoy it according to His direction. Then you will enjoy. That is the difference between demigod and demon. The demon wants to enjoy, manufacturing his own way of life. And the demigod, they enjoy better than the demons because under the direction of God.

Bhagavad-gétä 16.7                            Hyderabad, December 14, 1976

We are demons, and therefore we take pleasure in so-called material activities. And that means we are doomed. We should stop this nonsense and take to the principles of nivåtti-märga. Then our life will be success. Thank you very much.

Bhagavad-gétä 16.7                            Hyderabad, December 15, 1976

Prabhupäda: pravåttià ca nivåttià ca janä na vidur äsuräù na çaucaà näpi cäcäro na satyaà teñu vidyate

 [Bg. 16.7]

So this asuric public, they do not know which way their destination is. They say it is self-interest but these rascals they do not know what is the self-interest because their very beginning of life is mistaken. They are thinking this body is the self. So how they will know self-interest? The basic principle is mistaken. Dehätma-buddhi. The dogs, cats, they think that "I am this body." So same interest, asura. They do not know, neither they try to understand. Dehino 'smin yathä dehe [Bg. 2.13]. Within this body the spirit soul is there. They cannot understand. Therefore their self-interest is mistaken. Real self-interest is that "I am spirit soul, I am son of God, my father is very, very rich, opulent. I have given up my father's association and therefore I am suffering." Otherwise there is no question of suffering. We have got experience. A very rich man's son, why he should suffer? So here Kåñëa says that ahaà béja-pradaù pitä: [Bg. 14.4] "I am the seed-giving father of all living entities." Then... God means ñaò-aiçvarya-pürëaù, six kinds of opulences. He is complete. He is the proprietor of everything, bhoktäraà yajïa-tapasäà sarva-loka-maheçvaram [Bg. 5.29]. So if I am the son of a person who is the proprietor of everything, where is the question of my suffering?

So therefore the basic principle of self-interest is lost. So this Kåñëa consciousness movement is to revive their consciousness that "You are not this body. You are spirit soul. You are part and parcel of God. Why you should suffer? So cultivate Kåñëa consciousness, and simply by cultivating Kåñëa consciousness you will go back home, back to Godhead, and then you'll be happy." Kåñëa confirms this. Duùkhälayam açäçvatam, näpnuvanti mahätmänaù saàsiddhià paramäà gatäù, mäm upetya: [Bg. 8.15] "If somebody comes to Me," mäm upetya, "then he does not come back again in this material world, who is duùkhälayam açäçvatam [Bg. 8.15]." This place is place for suffering. Because they do not know self-interest, the place of suffering they are accepting place of enjoyment. But actually it is place of suffering.

Why you are covering this body? The body is the cause of suffering and in contact with the atmosphere I feel cold. Therefore I have to cover. It is a means of mitigating the suffering. The position is suffering, but somehow or other we are trying to mitigate the suffering. Similarly, in summer season also, the suffering is there. At that time we don't want this covering; we want electric fan. So always there is suffering. Either in the summer season or winter season, suffering must be there. That we do not come to understand. This is due to our asuric svabhäva. So we do not question. In the summer season and the winter season... The summer season, we like something cool and in the winter season we want something which is warm. So two things are there. So sometimes the warmth is suffering; sometimes this cool is also suffering. So where is enjoyment? We simply hanker that "At this time, if there were warm..." But warm is also suffering. Therefore Kåñëa says that "Don't bother about the suffering." It will continue. You are thinking in summer season something as very pleasing. The same thing in winter season will not be pleasing. So they will come and go. Don't bother about this so-called suffering and enjoyment. Do your duty, Kåñëa consciousness.

mäträ-sparçäs tu kaunteya çétoñëa-sukha-duùkha-däù ägamäpäyino 'nityäs täàs titikñasva bhärata [Bg. 2.14]

We are busy in solving our temporary problems. Sometimes we want warm; sometimes we want coolness. This is not actually our self-interest. Our self-interest is to understand that "I am son of God. My father is complete in everything. So why shall I suffer?" Does a rich man's son suffer? No. But a rich man's son, if he goes out of home and voluntarily accepts suffering, loitering in the street... Just like we see amongst the hippies. Unnecessarily they have accepted suffering. Similarly, unnecessarily we have accepted sufferings of this material world. If our real consciousness, means Kåñëa consciousness, is awakened, then we become aware of our position, constitutional position. Then we are saved from this repetition of birth and death and go back home, back to Godhead.

But these asuras, they do not know it. Pravåttià ca nivåttià ca [Bg. 16.7]. They do not know. Where we shall stop our activities and where we shall continue our activities, that they do not know. They are increasing their activities on the platform where they will continually suffer. That has to be changed, and then our life will be successful. So na çaucaà näpi cäcäraù. Äcära. Äcära and vicära, there are two things. Vicära means consideration. That is vicära. Just like vicära prati. The high-court judge is called vicära prati. Two opposite party presenting their grievances and he will consider and give his judgment. So vicära-paëòita. Unless one is very learned, he cannot consider things. But äcära. Äcära everyone can do. Äcära means just like to rise early in the morning, to take bath, chant Hare Kåñëa, have tilaka, observe maìgala-ärati. This is called äcära. Then there is hygienic. And vicära means consideration. So in the asuras, both things are lacking. Neither there is äcära nor vicära. Therefore it is said, na çaucaà näpi ca äcäraù. Äcärya, you have heard the name äcärya. Äcärya means he teaches by personal behavior. Just like I teach you, "no intoxication." So if I am addicted to intoxication and if I say that "You don't take any intoxication," then who will care for me? This is therefore äcära. Äcärati. Practically you have to behave; then you can preach. Otherwise you cannot become äcärya. Äcärya means one who practices the äcära and then teaches. He is äcärya. So äcära. Na çaucaà näpi cäcäro na satyam. Satyam means truthfulness. He is preaching something and doing something. That is not truthfulness. Truthfulness means what you preach, you must do. So these things are lacking in the asuric life, so we have to be careful that we must be very neat and clean. We must behave according to injunction of the çästra and guru. Then we can get out of the jurisdiction of asuras. Then we can come to the platform of sura, or devatä. Then we can make advance in spiritual life. If you keep yourself in the asuric platform there is no possibility of making advancement in Kåñëa consciousness. That is warning here. Na çaucaà näpi cäcäro na satyaà teñu vidyate. Asatyam apratiñöhaà te jagad ähur anéçvaram [Bg. 16.8]. Because we are rascals, not cleansed, inward, outward... Externally one has to be cleansed.

apavitraù pavitro vä sarvävasthäà gato 'pi vä yaù smaret puëòarékäkñaà sa bähyäbhyantara-çuciù

There are two kinds of cleanliness. Outside, externally, we take bath by soap or by soda, by oil. We cleanse external body and internally by cleansing the intestine, the heart, the mind, the consciousness. That is internally cleansing. And external. Both cleansed one must be. Bähya abhyantara-çuciù. Yaù smaret puëòarékäkñaà sa bähya abhyantara-çuciù. Because they are not çuci... Çuci means brähmaëas, always cleansed, hygienic. That is çuci. And muci. Muci means cobbler. There is a class in India, cobbler. Their business is to take away the dead animals, especially cows. Other animals, they do not care. They are taken by the vultures and others. But when a cow is dead, that is very important. Cow is alive important and dead also important. It is so important. When the cow is dead the skin is valuable, the hoof is valuable, the horn is valuable, the bones are valuable. Everything is valuable. Just like elephant. Dead or alive, it is one lakh of rupees. The price is the same. That is the... Because elephant is very costly, everyone knows. You cannot... One lakh of rupees. Unless one is king or a big zamindar he cannot purchase elephant, neither he can keep. And if the elephant is dead, that is also one lakh of rupees because it contains the ivory bones, very, very costly. So there are animals; either dead or alive, the price is the same. Similarly, cow, dead or alive, the price is the same.

So this cobbler... Just like we are protecting cows. We cannot kill for the skin, but these asuras, they are killing thousands and thousands of cows for getting the skin, only for the skin. So if you are interested in the skin, if you are interested in the flesh, so at least wait for the time the animal will die. There is no doubt about it. So at least let him, let her die natural death. Why you should kill? You can take at that time the skin, the bone, the hoof. Whatever you like, you can take, the flesh. So in India there is a class. They are called cämära. They are called opposite, muci. Çuci and muci. The first class is çuci, brähmaëa, and the last class is the muci. The last class men, muci, they... As soon as your animal is dead you give them information. They will come. They'll take the animal. They will get the skin for nothing. So they'll tan it and make shoes for selling. So they will get the raw materials free of charges, so they can make shoes. Tanning with oil and keeping it in the sunshine, the skin becomes soft and durable, and then you can prepare shoes. A class of men, muci. So there was no problem. And the bones you gather together and keep in a place. In due course of time it will become very good fertilization. And they can eat the flesh also. Only the cobbler class, the muci class, they eat this cow's flesh after taking the dead animal. So after killing, everyone eats, so why not wait for the natural death and eat it?

But because they are asuras, räkñasas, they do not wait for that. They want the fresh. What is that "fresh"? Unless you kill the animal, you cannot eat. So where is freshness? You have to kill him. You have to make it dead, so why not make it natural dead? And they have imagined something, this, that, vitamins, and so on, so on. This is asuras. So these asuras, they do not know that killing of an animal is sinful. You cannot... Just like we are sitting here, and if somebody comes and disturbs us and makes us obliged to leave this place, that is criminal. That is criminal. Similarly, a living entity has been ordained by the nature's law that he has to live in such and such body for a certain period. Living entity never dies. Na hanyate hanyamäne çarére [Bg. 2.20]. So killing the body, he does not die, but because you disturb him, his duration of period to live in that body, you become sinful. You cannot disturb him.

Sometimes these rascals put the argument that living entity does not die. Na hanyate hanyamäne çarére [Bg. 2.20]. Big, big sannyäsé rascals, they give this argument that "What is the wrong if it is killed?" No. He does not die. But because... Just like if somebody disturbs, we have to go out from this place. But that is criminal. You cannot disturb me. That is criminal, unlawful disturbance. So similarly, the living entity will not die after being killed or the body being annihilated. But because one disturbs him, therefore he is punishable. He becomes criminal. But because they do not know, asuras, the rules and regulation, God's law...

That is dharma. Dharma means to know the rules and regulation given by God. That is dharma. Dharmaà tu... Just like you must know the government's laws, similarly, you must know what is God's law. God's law is this, that everyone is evolving through different forms of body to come to the platform of human body. That is nature's law. Prakåteù kriyamäëäni guëaiù karmäëi [Bg. 3.27]. So they do not know. Näpi cäcäraù. All so low grade persons at the present moment, civilization, that... Mandäù sumanda-matayo manda-bhägyä hy upadrutäù [SB 1.1.10]. Oh, this is a civilization of all bad men, manda, manda, with ideas, nonsense ideas, sumanda-matayaù, and all unfortunate, unfortunate in this sense, that this human body was given by nature in due course of time, but he remained an animal without becoming a human being. Therefore unfortunate. And still disturbed. This is the position.

So you have come to Kåñëa consciousness movement. Be very careful. Do not waste your time. Do not fall down again. Mäm apräpya nivartante måtyu-saàsära-vartmani. If in this life you neglect to achieve Kåñëa consciousness, then you have to return back again to the lower grade of life according to your karma. You can become next life a dog, a cat, a tree, according to your karma. So don't degrade yourself again because nature's law you cannot avoid. Daivé hy... You may be very proud so long this body is there, that "I don't care for anything." My dear sir, you don't say that. You are not independent. You have to care. You will be obliged to take care, but because you are a fool, you are rascal, unnecessarily you are proud and you are thinking that you are independent. Don't do like that. Thank you very much. (end)

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.2.10             Våndävana, October 21, 1972

My Guru Mahäräja used to say that "I don't find any scarcity within this world, except Kåñëa consciousness." Exc... Actually, that is the fact. There is no scarcity all over the world. In India there may be scarcity, but outside India still there are so much vacant places, especially in Africa, in America, in Australia, in New Zealand, that ten times of the population of the whole world can be fed. Still. There is so much potency of producing food grains, milk, and other things. Profusely. In America, they throw away so many grains and vegetables daily. It is simply mismanagement. Otherwise, there is no question of scarcity or poverty. There is no question. It is simply propaganda. Because they cannot manage, the foolish people, they present the population has increased and the foodstuff is not properly supplied. Foodstuff is always sufficient. But when there are demons, the supply is restricted by nature.

That we get information from Påthu Mahäräja's history. When there was scarcity, Påthu Mahäräja wanted to kill the earthly god, or Påthvé. But she replied that "I have restricted supply on account of demons, because they are not actually executing the purpose of life, Kåñëa consciousness. Therefore I have restricted." So the more people become non-Kåñëa conscious, materially conscious, the more there will be restriction of foodstuff. In the Çrémad-Bhägavatam, in the Twelfth Canto, it is stated that the end of Kali-yuga there will be no grain supply. Wheat, rice and milk and sugar will not be available. Now it is available still, because still people are little Kåñëa conscious. For them only. But gradually, the things will deteriorate so much so that almost all supplies will be stopped.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.3.14                   Los Angeles, September 19, 1972

So this point is that if the population of the world becomes sinful, demonic, then nature will not supply you sufficient food. She will diminish. We have got experience. In India we have seen, some years there is overproduction of mango. People... Very cheap. Everyone can purchase. And sometimes there is no supply, some year. Similarly, foodgrains also. Some year there is oversupply of foodgrain and sometimes there is scanty supply. Now, this supply of foodgrains, fruits, and everything, even milk... In our New Vrindaban, because the cows feel very safe, they give us sufficient milk. That is our experience. So you keep things in order according to the Vedic injunction, you get sufficient food. There is no question of scarcity. But if you become sinful, demons, then the nature's food supply will be ultimately stopped. You can produce your food in the factory... You cannot do that. You can produce motorcars to consume all the petroleum within the earth, and then you become no petrol. Then throw all these motorcars. Unless you find out some other energy That you can do. You can make things topsy-turvied. But by your so-called scientific advancement, you cannot increase or, I mean to say, stop nonproduction. That you cannot.

So there was such a time because Påthu Mahäräja's father was a demon. He stopped all religious activities. Therefore people became demonic, and there was restriction of food supply. Then Påthu Mahäräja made arrangement, and there was sufficient foodstuff. Dugdhemäm oñadhér vipräs tenäyaà sa uçattamaù. Since Påthu Mahäräja arranged the whole society to be religious, to be God conscious, everything become beautiful. This can be done even now. If people become Kåñëa conscious, the whole world will become beautiful, Vaikuëöha, without any anxiety. That is possible. Because that is nature's law. Just like if you become criminal, the state police force will always harass you. You cannot get out of it. He'll harass you. But that is expensive job for the government. Because it requires extra police, extra management, extra everything. But if the people become honest, God conscious, so many expenditure will be reduced. And money will be saved for spreading Kåñëa consciousness or for Kåñëa's service. Then the whole world will become exactly as it was in the Påthu Mahäräja's day.

So Påthu Mahäräja was very nice king. He not only helped producing enough foodstuff, but he was examining each man, whether he is employed or not.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.10.4                     Mäyäpura, June 19, 1973

kämaà parjanyaù, kämaà vavarña parjanyaù [SB 1.10.4]. Whatever you get, all the necessities of your life will be available if there is sufficient rain. Because after all, the earth produces... This is the system. There is rainfall, proper rainfall, and the earth produces. Not only food grains. Also jewels also, produced. Those who are astronomers, they know. Under certain constellation of the star, if the rain falls on the head of a snake, there is jewel. If the rain falls on the head of an elephant, there is jewel. Then in the sea also, the pearls, they are produced. It is all due to rains. So kämaà vavarña. Kämaà vavarña. We require so many things. Kåñëa is prepared also to supply. Nature is there. But even Kåñëa wants to supply, if you do not become devotee, nature will restrict, "No." That is the proof. When there was less supply... The Mahäräja Påthu wanted to kill Påthivé. She explained that "Why you are after me? It is my duty. Now there are only demons. I don't want to give food to the demons. I want to give foodstuff to the devotees." She said. So nature's restriction of supply will be there when people become demons, nondevotees. When people become demons, then nature will stop supply. There will be famine, pestilence. This is the way….

S.B. 4.18.3

To benefit all human society, not only in this life but in the next, the great seers and sages have prescribed various methods conducive to the prosperity of the people in general.

PURPORT

Vedic civilization takes advantage of the perfect knowledge presented in the Vedas and presented by great sages and brähmaëas for the benefit of human society. Vedic injunctions are known as çruti, and the additional supplementary presentations of these principles, as given by the great sages, are known as småti. They follow the principles of Vedic instruction. Human society should take advantage of the instructions from both çruti and småti. If one wants to advance in spiritual life, he must take these instructions and follow the principles. In Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu, Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé says that if one poses himself as advanced in spiritual life but does not refer to the çrutis and småtis he is simply a disturbance in society. One should follow the principles laid down in çrutis and småtis not only in one's spiritual life but in material life as well. As far as human society is concerned, it should follow the Manu-småti as well, for these laws are given by Manu, the father of mankind. In the Manu-småti it is stated that a woman should not be given independence, but should be given protection by her father, husband and elderly sons. In all circumstances a woman should remain dependent upon some guardian. Presently women are given full independence like men, but actually we can see that such independent women are no happier than those women who are placed under guardians. If people follow the injunctions given by the great sages, çrutis and småtis, they can actually be happy in both this life and the next. Unfortunately rascals are manufacturing so many ways and means to be happy. Everyone is inventing so many methods. Consequently human society has lost the standard ways of life, both materially and spiritually, and as a result people are bewildered, and there is no peace or happiness in the world. Although they are trying to solve the problems of human society in the United Nations, they are still baffled. Because they do not follow the liberated instructions of the Vedas, they are unhappy.

S.B. 4.18.6

My dear King, the seeds, roots, herbs and grains, which were created by Lord Brahmä in the past, are now being used by nondevotees, who are devoid of all spiritual understanding. SB 4.18.6

PURPORT: Lord Brahmä created this material world for the use of the living entities, but it was created according to a plan that all living entities who might come into it to dominate it for sense gratification would be given directions by Lord Brahmä in the Vedas in order that they might ultimately leave it and return home, back to Godhead. All necessities grown on earth—namely fruits, flowers, trees, grains, animals and animal by-products—were created for use in sacrifice for the satisfaction of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Viñëu. However, the planet earth in the shape of a cow herein submits that all these utilities are being used by nondevotees, who have no plans for spiritual understanding. Although there are immense potencies within the earth for the production of grains, fruits and flowers, this production is checked by the earth itself when it is misused by nondevotees, who have no spiritual goals. Everything belongs to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and everything can be used for His satisfaction. Things should not be used for the sense gratification of the living entities. This is the whole plan of material nature according to the directions of this material nature.

In this verse the words asadbhiù and adhåta-vrataiù are important. The word asadbhiù refers to the nondevotees. The nondevotees have been described in Bhagavad-gétä as duñkåtinaù (miscreants), müòhäù (asses or rascals), narädhamäù (lowest of mankind) and mäyayäpahåta-jïänäù (those who have lost their knowledge to the power of the illusory energy). All these persons are asat, nondevotees. Nondevotees are also called gåha-vrata, whereas the devotee is called dhåta-vrata. The whole Vedic plan is that the misguided conditioned souls who have come to lord it over material nature should be trained to become dhåta-vrata. This means that they should take a vow to satisfy their senses or enjoy material life only by satisfying the senses of the Supreme Lord. Activities intended to satisfy the senses of the Supreme Lord, Kåñëa, are called kåñëärthe 'khila-ceñöäù. This indicates that one can attempt all kinds of work, but one should do so to satisfy Kåñëa. This is described in Bhagavad-gétä as yajïärthät karma. The word yajïa indicates Lord Viñëu. We should work only for His satisfaction. In modern times (Kali-yuga), however, people have forgotten Viñëu altogether, and they conduct their activities for sense gratification. Such people will gradually become poverty-stricken, for they cannot use things which are to be enjoyed by the Supreme Lord for their own sense gratification. If they continue like this, there will ultimately be a state of poverty, and no grains, fruits or flowers will be produced. Indeed, it is stated in the Twelfth Canto of Bhägavatam that at the end of Kali-yuga people will be so polluted that there will no longer be any grains, wheat, sugarcane or milk.

SB 4.18.7

apälitänädåtä ca bhavadbhir loka-pälakaiù coré-bhüte 'tha loke 'haà yajïärthe 'grasam oñadhéù

SYNONYMS

apälitä—without being taken care of; anädåtä—being neglected; ca—also; bhavadbhiù—like your good self; loka-pälakaiù—by the governors or kings; coré-bhüte—being beset by thieves; atha—therefore; loke—this world; aham—I; yajïa-arthe—for the purpose of performing sacrifices; agrasam—have hidden; oñadhéù—all the herbs and grains.

TRANSLATION

My dear King, not only are grains and herbs being used by nondevotees, but, as far as I am concerned, I am not being properly maintained. Indeed, I am being neglected by kings who are not punishing these rascals who have turned into thieves by using grains for sense gratification. Consequently I have hidden all these seeds, which were meant for the performance of sacrifice.

PURPORT

That which happened during the time of Påthu Mahäräja and his father, King Vena, is also happening at this present moment. A huge arrangement exists for the production of large-scale industrial and agricultural products, but all these products are meant for sense gratification. Therefore despite such productive capacities there is scarcity because the world's population is full of thieves. The word coré-bhüte indicates that the population has turned to thievery. According to Vedic understanding, men are transformed into thieves when they plan economic development for sense gratification. It is also explained in Bhagavad-gétä that if one eats food grains without offering them to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Yajïa, he is a thief and liable to be punished. According to spiritual communism, all properties on the surface of the globe belong to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The population has a right to use goods only after offering them to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is the process of accepting prasäda. Unless one eats prasäda, he is certainly a thief. It is the duty of governors and kings to punish such thieves and maintain the world nicely. If this is not done, grains will no longer be produced, and people will simply starve. Indeed, not only will people be obliged to eat less, but they will kill one another and eat each other's flesh. They are already killing animals for flesh, so when there will no longer be grains, vegetables and fruits, they will kill their own sons and fathers and eat their flesh for sustenance.

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.7.44 Våndävana, October 4, 1976

Pradyumna: "It was by Droëäcärya's mercy that you learned the military art of throwing arrows and the confidential art of controlling weapons."

Prabhupäda:

sarahasyo dhanur-vedaù savisargopasaàyamaù astra-grämaç ca bhavatä çikñito yad-anugrahät

 [SB 1.7.44]

This is also another Vedic civilization, that if you are benefited by somebody, you should always remain obliged to him. Çikñito yad-anugrahät. There is one Bengali proverb, guru-mära-vidyä. "Guru, you learn from him first of all, then kill him. Don't care for guru." This is demonic. By the grace of guru you learn something. Then when you learn something, then you become greater than him, don't care for guru. This is demonic. Even if you have learned something, you must feel always obliged, ataù padarçayat(?).

So this is Vedic civilization. Draupadé advising Arjuna that "You have learned. Feel always obliged," ataù padarçayat. So this is Vedic... "This military art, by his grace, by guru's grace, now you are expert in the science of military art. And suppose his son has committed some sinful activity. You cannot punish him, retaliate, so that guru's family will be aggrieved." This is Vedic culture. Not only he is personally, but in his absence, his wife, his family, you should consider them. So there is nothing about... What is the purport? Read.

Pradyumna: "Dhanur-veda or military science, was taught by Droëäcärya with all its confidential secrets of throwing and controlling by Vedic hymns. Gross military science is dependent on material weapons, but finer than that is the art of throwing arrows saturated with Vedic hymns, which act more effectively than gross material weapons like machine guns or atomic bombs. The control is by Vedic mantras, or the transcendental science of sound. It is said in the Rämäyaëa that Mahäräja Daçaratha, the father of Lord Çré Räma, used to control arrows by sound only. He could pierce his target with his arrow by hearing the sound only, without seeing the object. So this is a finer military science than that of the gross material military weapons..."

Prabhupäda: It is called çabda-vedé. He who... Just like I cannot see where is the bird. He's chirping. But çabda-vedé, I can throw wherever the bird is, it will go and kill. That is called çabda-vedé. Mahäräja Daçaratha used it. Therefore he was cursed that he would die being aggrieved when Rämacandra will be banished. Go on.

Pradyumna: "So this is a finer military science than that of the gross military military weapons used nowadays. Arjuna was taught all this, and therefore Draupadé wished that Arjuna feel obliged to Äcärya Droëa for all these benefits. And in the absence of Droëäcärya, his son was the representative. That was the opinion of the good lady Draupadé. It may be argued why Droëäcärya, a rigid brähmaëa, should be a teacher in military science. But the reply is that a brähmaëa should become a teacher, regardless of what his department of knowledge is. A learned brähmaëa should become a teacher, a priest and a recipient of charity. A bona fide brähmaëa is authorized to accept such professions."

Prabhupäda: So there is nothing especial to be explained. The only important part of this verse is, that don't learn guru-mära-vidyä. Even if you become more learned that your guru, you should not exhibit it before your guru. You should always remain a fool number one. Just like Caitanya Mahäprabhu showed Himself by His example. Guru more mürkha dekhi 'karila çäsana [Cc. Ädi 7.71]. Caitanya Mahäprabhu was not mürkha, but He has taught us that before guru, we shall always remain a mürkha. That is advancement. Not that "I know more than guru. I don't care for guru. Now give me blessing that I can find out some better guru." This nonsense, if you don't find... If your guru is not perfect, then why you are asking blessing to find out another?

So anyway, this guru-mära-vidyä should be avoided. That is the instruction in this verse we can get, and that is the Vedic way. It is not that Draupadé is speaking, but Caitanya Mahäprabhu is also speaking... Caitanya Mahäprabhu was very strict on this point. As soon Vallabhäcärya spoke that "I have written a better comment than Çrédhara Svämé," immediately Caitanya Mahäprabhu become offended. He said, "Oh, you have become more than Çrédhara Svämé? You don't care for Svämé?" So he remarked immediately, svämé yei jana na mäne veçyara bhitare. That is the system. You cannot overrule äcärya. Äcärya... Äcäryopäsanam. Äcärya should be always worshiped. Even if you, by ABCD, you have become more learned than the äcärya... That is not possible, but if you foolishly think like that, still, you should not exhibit your foolishness, that you know more than the äcärya. That is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's... By His life example, He has taught us that the more we remain ignorant, foolish before the äcärya, or before the guru, that is more we advance. Real success is how one is faithful to his guru. That is real success. Yasya deve parä bhaktir yathä deve tathä gurau. It is not by education or grammatical knowledge you can learn anything. No. It is by the grace of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. And that grace comes down through the grace of guru. That grace also does not come directly. We should not be neglecting this point.

yasya deve parä bhaktir yathä deve tathä gurau tasyaite kathitä hy arthäù prakäçante mahätmanaù[ÇU 6.23]

Things become revealed by devotion, not by so-called education. No. Ciraà vicinvan. Na cänya eko 'pi ciraà vicinvan, prasäda-leçänugåhéta eva hi [SB 10.14.29]. By little prasäda, satisfaction... In many places these things are stated. Yat käruëya-katäkña-vaibhavavatäà gauram eva stumaù. Käruëya-katäkña. Not complete käruëya, but katäkña, simply little glancing, he becomes so great, kaivalyaà narakäyate tridaça-pür äkäça...

Therefore Viçvanätha Cakravarté Öhäkura says, yasya prasädäd bhagavat-prasädaù **. Not that bhagavat-prasäda is achieved by education and grammar. No. Yasya prasädäd bhagavat-prasädaù **. By the mercy of guru one can achieve. That is just like a common word, "If you love me, love my dog." So you cannot approach Kåñëa without loving His dog, His servant. Satäà prasaìgät. A person who is trying to distribute the message of Kåñëa, he is very, very dear dog of Kåñëa. Na ca tasmän manuñyeñu kaçcin me priya-kåttamaù [Bg. 18.69]. He is very... It doesn't matter how far he is advanced in education, how far he has learned grammar. These are not the things. The things is how far he is working to carry out the mission of Kåñëa. Then one has to receive Kåñëa's mercy through the bona fide servant. Kåñëa cannot be bluffed by so-called education and grammar. Kåñëa is not so... Bhaktyä mäm abhijänäti [Bg. 18.55]. He never says "By grammar or by education one can understand." Never says. Bhaktyä mäm abhijänäti yävän yaç cäsmi tattvataù. We should be educated, we should be very careful, but real thing is bhakti. Anyäbhi... Bhajate mäm ananya-bhäk, sädhur eva sa mantavyaù [Bg. 9.30]. Api cet su-duräcäraù. Many places it is said. Tad-väg-visargo janatägha-viplavo yasmin prati-çlokam abaddhavaty api [SB 1.5.11]. Even a bhakta writes something which is not very grammatically, rhetorically correct... Tad-väg-visargo janatägha-viplavaù, nämäny anantasya yaço 'ìkitäni yat. But because he has tried to broadcast the glories of the Lord, even not in perfect language, that is his qualification.

tad-väg-visargo janatägha-viplavo yasmin prati-çlokam abaddhavaty api

nämäny anantasya yaço 'ìkitäni yat çåëvanti gäyanti gåëanti sädhavaù

[SB 1.5.11]

The sädhus, they are not interested about rhetorical or grammatical adjustment. The sädhu wants to see who has spoken. If he's a Vaiñëava, then his word will be accepted. Caitanya Mahäprabhu strictly prohibits that is one is not a Vaiñëava, don't hear from him. Avaiñëava-mukhodgérëaà pütaà hari-kathämåtam, çravaëaà naiva kartavyam. "But he's such a learned man," or "He's writes so nicely, correctly." But because he's not Vaiñëava, one should not hear from him. "Why? It is so nicely written." No. Sarpocchiñöaà yathä payaù. Milk is very good food, everyone knows. But as soon as it is touched by the lips of a serpent, it is poison immediately. Therefore it is forbidden. And one who has no knowledge how to respect guru, how he can become Vaiñëava? Chäòiyä vaiñëava-sevä nistära päyeche kebä, Narottama däsa Öhäkura says. If you don't become a faithful servant of Vaiñëava, there is no possibility of your liberation. Chäòiyä vaiñëava-sevä nistära päyecha kebä. Täìdera caraëa-sevi-bhakta-sane väsa, janame janame haya ei abhiläña. This is Narottama däsa Öhäkura's... Our determination should be to serve the previous guru and äcärya. Evaà paramparä-präptam [Bg. 4.2]. That is our determination. Täìdera caraëa-sevi. Our service... Not directly Kåñëa. Because to serve Vaiñëava is more than serving Kåñëa directly. Mad-bhakta-püjäbhyadhikä [SB 11.19.21]. Kåñëa likes that. He doesn't accept anyone's service directly. That is a gross mistake. Therefore Narottama däsa Öhäkura is teaching us... [break] ...trying to become one with Kåñëa or one with the gopés. These are all Mäyäväda philosophy. Täìdera caraëa-sevi. You have to serve the servant of Kåñëa, tad bhåtya däsa-däsa-däsänudäsaù [Cc. Madhya 13.80]. That is the way. Not directly.

So here Draupadé is reminding that, yad-anugrahät çikñito bhavatä: "You are neglecting his, satisfying him. Do you think if you kill his son he'll be satisfied? Maybe his son is a criminal from all points of view; still, ultimately, if you kill his son he'll be aggrieved. That is natural. That is natural." There was... In Allahabad, it is our practical experience. Two brothers, all of a sudden, they became angry. They fought one another. One brother was killed. The anger is so dangerous. So naturally, in the court he was ordered to be hanged. Then the father appealed to the court that "My one son is already killed, and the other remaining son, if he is also killed, then what will be my condition?" So court considered this proposal, and the boy was ordered to be killed, he was saved. Yes. So this consideration is there even in ordinary way. And actually, these sons were rogues. They fought, one is killed, another is going to be killed. But this old man will be finished. The court considered it, and he was saved. He was not hanged. He was given some long duration of imprisonment. That we have seen. The same thing, the affection is everywhere. So Draupadé is giving the best instruction, that "By the mercy of Droëäcärya you have learned this art, and now this art you are going to use for killing his son? What is this logic?" Very good argument.
A similar argument was given by Duryodhana to Droëäcärya. Droëäcärya and this Draupadé's father, they became inimical. So he got a son, Uttara. No? Anyway, that son was meant for killing Droëäcärya. And at the same time, that son was a student of Droëäcärya in the art of military science. So Duryodhana reminded Droëäcärya that "This son, Viräöa, Viräöa Mahäräja's son, He is meant for killing you, and you have foolishly taught him the military science. Now he's using the military science to kill you." So there are so many instances like that. Sometimes this art, guru-mära-vidyä, is done by rascals and fools. That should not be done. That is instruction from every practical point of view.

Thank you very much. Hare Kåñëa. (end)

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 2.3.24                  Los Angeles, June 22, 1972 

PURPORT:The whole process can be summarized as follows: The advanced devotee who chants the holy name of the Lord in a perfectly offenseless manner and is friendly to everyone can actually relish the transcendental taste of glorifying the Lord. And the result of such realization is reflected in the cessation of all material desires, etc., as mentioned above. The neophytes, due to their being in the lower stage of devotional service, are invariably envious, so much so that they invent their own ways and means of devotional regulations without following the äcäryas. As such, even if they make a show of constantly chanting the holy name of the Lord, they cannot relish the transcendental taste of the holy name. Therefore, the show of tears in the eyes, trembling, perspiration or unconsciousness, etc., is condemned. They can, however, get in touch with a pure devotee of the Lord and rectify their bad habits; otherwise they shall continue to be stonehearted and unfit for any treatment. A complete progressive march on the return path home, back to Godhead, will depend on the instructions of the revealed scriptures directed by a realized devotee."
Prabhupäda: So this positive progress will be possible if we follow the instruction of the Vedas. Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé has therefore said,

çruti-småti-puräëädi- païcarätra-vidhià vinä aikäntiké harer bhaktir utpätäyaiva kalpate

 [Brs. 1.2.101]

Çruti means Vedas, çästras. Çruti-småti. And småti means books which follow the Vedic principles. Vedas... Suppose you write one book, or anything. If it is just according to the Vedic conclusion, then it is also... It is called småti. By remembering the Vedic conclusion... You cannot go beyond the Vedic conclusion. Then it is useless writing. Vedic conclusion must be there. The guide must be there. On that conclusion, if you write something, that is right, and if you deviate from that conclusion, then it is wrong. So we want to read authorized, right books. Not by imagination. You can write so many nonsense things by imagination. That is useless. You must remember what is the Vedic conclusion. So çruti-småti-païcarätra-vidhim.

Païcarätra-vidhi, this arcanä, temple worship, under the direction of Närada. So if one gives up all these regulative principles and wants to become a devotee, a writer, then Rüpa Gosvämé says, without the conclusive statement of the Vedas, småtis and païcarätra-vidhi... Çruti-småti-puräëädi-païcarätra-vidhià vinä [Brs. 1.2.101], without following, aikäntiké harer bhaktiù, the show of a devotee, the aikäntiké harer bhaktir utpätäyaiva kalpate, it is simply disturbance. Simply disturbance. So such things are happening. Now anyone is manufacturing his own way of self realization, and there are rascals who are supporting, that "Everyone, we are independent. We can find out our own way of worship." But Rüpa Gosvämé says, "This is simply creating disturbance." That is very natural to understand. Suppose here, in our temple, we have got some regulative principles. But if everyone says that "I can manufacture my own way of worshiping the Deity," then what will be the condition?

It will be simply pandemonium. You see? So that is going on. Everyone is manufacturing a type of religion, meditation, without any reference to the authorized books. Çruti-småti-puräëädi [Brs. 1.2.101]. Therefore, people are becoming atheists, no religion, no principles, and the whole world is in chaos due to this. So Rüpa Gosvämé has forbidden. And in Bhagavad-gétä also it is said, yaù çästra-vidhim utsåjya vartate käma-kärataù: [Bg. 16.23] "Anyone who does not give respect to the authorized çästras, but he lives whimsically, according to his own way," na sa siddhim aväpnoti, "Such kind of discovering new path of religious system, new path of this or that, he never gets perfection," na sa siddhim aväpnoti, na sukham, "neither happiness." Na paräà gatim. Because our whole aim is how to get out of this material encagement and go back to the spiritual world, go back to home. That is the aim. That is called paräà gatim. Parä means transcendental; gati means aim of life. Paräà gatim.

So those who are not following the authorized instructions, they are simply creating disturbance, and by such process one cannot be happy, neither perfect, and what to speak of going back to home, back to Godhead? We do not therefore accept anything which is not authorized by the disciplic succession. We reject immediately. 

Room Conversation                           July 7, 1976, Baltimore

Prabhupäda: So make a magazine to expose this. Idaà hi puàsas tapasaù çrutasya vä sviñöasya süktasya ca [SB 1.5.22], you, by your knowledge, you describe the glories of the Lord, then you are my guru. This is our... If they say "Why do you bother about God?" that is the business of human being. A human being, he is given the chance to understand God, and you people are stopping, putting stumbling block in his understanding of God. You're the greatest miscreant. I have got a chance to get one million dollars, and if you check it, I cannot get it, how much mischievous you are for me. Is it not? What do you think?

Rüpänuga: Yes, they are stopping it.

Prabhupäda: Yes, I have got chance to get from a friend one million dollars, and he's ready, and if somebody checks it, that I may not get that one million dollars, then he's the greatest enemy.

Room Conversation with Ratan Singh Rajda M.P. "Nationalism and Cheating"  April 15, 1977, Bombay

By evolutionary process, when we come to the human form of life, it is meant for understanding this science. So this opportunity there is, but we are blocking them not to take this knowledge and try to understand how to jump like cats and dogs. Greatest disservice to the human society. We have got such chance, so instead of helping you to get the chance, if I mislead you another way, is it not greatest disservice?

Mr. Rajda: Yes.

Prabhupäda: That is being done all over the world. If you simply understand this one line, tathä dehäntara-präptiù... [Bg. 2.13]. So today I am Indian, and after death I become something else.

S.B.8.22.20

Prabhupäda: No... But principle is that you try to understand that you are not this body. That is applicable in all time, all circumstances, all, for everyone. It is not that formerly one had to learn that he's not this body, and now that is not required. The same problem is there still. Arjuna, five thousand years ago he was given lesson about this, that "You are not this body; you are soul." The same problem is now also for the foolish person because the foolish person will always remain in the world, and the intelligent man is to teach him. This is fact always, without any consideration of time, space, and circumstance. There will be certain class of men, foolish, and there will be certain class of men who are intelligent. So the foolish man has to take intelligence from the intelligent man. This is perpetually truth in this material world. It is not, time and circumstances changes this principle. There will be foolish men. Just like now we read, "Two classes of men are there always, the demons and the demigods." So at the present moment more demons. Two classes of men are there always, but at the present moment the demons, number of demons, are more and number of demigods are less because it is Kali-yuga.

Bali Mahäräja's wife, who was most intelligent, supported the arrest of her husband and accused him of having no intelligence because he had claimed proprietorship of the property of the Lord. Such a claim is a sign of demoniac life. Although the demigods, who are officials appointed by the Lord for management, are attached to materialistic enjoyment, they never claim to be proprietors of the universe, for they know that the actual proprietor of everything is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This is the qualification of the demigods. But the demons, instead of accepting the exclusive proprietorship of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, claim the property of the universe for themselves through demarcations of nationalism. "This part is mine, and that part is yours," they say. "This part I can give in charity, and this part I can keep for my enjoyment." These are all demoniac conceptions. This is described in Bhagavad-gétä (16.13): idam adya mayä labdham imaà präpsye manoratham. "Thus far I have acquired so much money and land. Now I have to add more and more. In this way I shall be the greatest proprietor of everything. Who can compete with me?" These are all demoniac conceptions. 
Çrémad-Bhägavatam 1.3.28                       Los Angeles, October 3, 1972

This is material world. They are saying "Don't... There is no God. We don't care for God. We are, everyone, God." But mäyä, the police force, is there, kicking on the face. And they are subjected to so many tribulations, miserable conditions of life. Especially birth, death, old age and disease. Now you don't care for God. So why don't you stop your death? You stop your death. Kåñëa says in the Bhagavad-gétä, måtyuù sarva-haraç ca aham, "To the rascals and the demons, I am death. I take away everything." Sarva-haraù. Sarva-haraù means these rascals are trying to possess so many things: cars, motorcars, skyscraper building, bank balance, big family, big friends, big empire, and so many things. But when death comes, he cannot protect himself, what to speak of protecting other things. You see? So he's under full control, the demons. And every moment, he's under control. Suppose I have got money. I can eat so much. But as soon as you eat little more, immediately you are under control; you cannot eat for three days. Indigestion, immediately. And still, the rascal says that "I am not controlled." If there is little pain here, he immediately becomes: "Where is doctor, where is doctor, where is doctor?" And still he says, "I'm not controlled," and "I am God."

He does not know what is the meaning of God. God is never controlled by anyone. That is God. That is the definition of God. If you are God, then why you are being controlled? Because they're rascals, demons, foolishly speaking something nonsense. But we should know that God means controller. He's not controlled. And when God was present on this planet, He showed what kind of God He is. Pariträëäya sädhünäà vinäçäya ca duñkåtäm [Bg. 4.8]. Anyone, any demon who tried to imitate God, they were all killed, all killed. The Kaàsa, his only policy was to kill Kåñëa. "As soon as Kåñëa comes, kill Him." So many plans he made. He... Kåñëa happened to be his sister's son. So he imprisoned the sister and brother-in-law so that "He may beget children, but in my front... I must remain... As soon as children, child is born, I shall kill."

So this is the policy of the demons. Therefore, indräri-vyäkulaà lokam [SB 1.3.28]. When people become, the inhabitants of all different planets, they become very much perturbed on account of these demonic... In this Kali-yuga especially, the demons are so large in number that people are actually in harassment. Every year, they are presenting taxation bill. And wherefrom the taxation will come? The taxation will come from your pocket and my pocket. They will charge income tax, and the storekeepers will increase the value of commodity. So you have to pay. So you are, we are complaining, "Oh, the things are going high price." But why? Because the demons are levying taxes. The... It is not the scarcity of goods. There is sufficient commodity, sufficient. But they have made an economic plan. Just like in your country, the government said that "You don't produce more." Why? If one can produce... Kåñëa has given food. You have to simply little work and produce your food. But in order to keep the balance of price, they say, "Don't produce." Why not produce? So many people are, they are... If actually we produce foodstuff in the ordinary way, then we can produce foodstuff so much that ten times of the whole population of the world can be fed. Ten times. There is no question of scarcity or poverty. There is no question. We create. These demons, they create.

You have no experience. I have got experience. Or some of the Indians who are present... In 1942, the government created artificial famine, artificial famine. The government began to purchase. The poli... That time, the war was going on. So Mr. Churchill's policy was that "Keep the people in scarcity, and they will, they'll voluntarily come and become soldiers." That was the policy. "You have no money. So..., and the another venue is opened. Yes, you become a soldier. You get so much money." People, out of poverty, would go there. That was the policy. So this policy was executed that government began to purchase rice and, I mean to say, commodities which are daily necessities. And... Any price, any price they can offer. Because the currency in their hand. They can print the so-called papers, hundred dollars, and pay you. And you becomes satisfied: "Oh, I have got hundred dollars." But it is a piece of paper. The cheating is from the government. Why the people will not learn how to cheat?

S.B. 7.2.10 TRANSLATION

While I am engaged in the business of killing Lord Viñëu, go down to the planet earth, which is flourishing due to brahminical culture and a kñatriya government. These people engage in austerity, sacrifice, Vedic study, regulative vows, and charity. Destroy all the people thus engaged!

PURPORT

Hiraëyakaçipu's main purpose was to disturb the demigods. He planned first to kill Lord Viñëu so that with Lord Viñëu's death the demigods would automatically weaken and die. Another of his plans was to disturb the residents of the planet earth. The peace and prosperity of the residents of earth, and all the other planets, were maintained by the brähmaëas and kñatriyas. The Lord says in Bhagavad-gétä (4.13), cätur-varëyaà mayä såñöaà guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù: "According to the three modes of material nature and the work ascribed to them, the four divisions of human society were created by Me." On all the planets there are different types of residents, but the Lord recommends, referring especially to the planet earth, which is inhabited by human beings, that society be divided into four varëas-brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and çüdra. Before the advent of Lord Kåñëa on this earth, it is understood that the earth was managed by the brähmaëas and kñatriyas. The duty of the brähmaëas is to cultivate çamaù (peacefulness), damaù (self-control), titikñä (tolerance), satyam (truthfulness), çaucam (cleanliness) and ärjavam (simplicity), and then to advise the kñatriya kings how to rule the country or planet. Following the instructions of the brähmaëas, the kñatriyas should engage the populace in austerity, sacrifices, Vedic study and adherence to the rules and regulations established by Vedic principles. They should also arrange for charity to be given to the brähmaëas, sannyäsés and temples. This is the godly arrangement of brahminical culture.

People are inclined to offer yajïa because unless sacrifices are offered there will be insufficient rain (yajïäd bhavati parjanyaù [Bg. 3.14]), which will hamper agricultural activities (parjanyäd anna-sambhavaù). By introducing brahminical culture, therefore, a kñatriya government should engage people in performing yajïa, studying the Vedas and giving charity. Thus the people will receive their necessities for life very easily, and there will be no disturbances in society. In this regard, Lord Kåñëa says in Bhagavad-gétä (3.12):

iñöän bhogän hi vo devä däsyante yajïa-bhävitäù

tair dattän apradäyaibhyo yo bhuìkte stena eva saù

"In charge of the various necessities of life, the demigods, being satisfied by the performance of yajïa [sacrifice], supply all necessities to man. But he who enjoys these gifts, without offering them to the demigods in return, is certainly a thief."

The demigods are authorized supplying agents who act on behalf of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Viñëu. Therefore, they must be satisfied by the performance of prescribed yajïas. In the Vedas, there are different kinds of yajïas prescribed for different kinds of demigods, but all are ultimately offered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. For one who cannot understand what the Personality of Godhead is, sacrifice to the demigods is recommended. According to the different material qualities of the persons concerned, different types of yajïas are recommended in the Vedas. Worship of different demigods is also on the same basis—namely, according to different qualities. For example, the meat-eaters are recommended to worship the goddess Kälé, the ghastly form of material nature, and before the goddess the sacrifice of animals is recommended. But for those in the mode of goodness, the transcendental worship of Viñëu is recommended. Ultimately, all yajïas are meant for gradual promotion to the transcendental position. For ordinary men, at least five yajïas, known as païca-mahäyajïa, are necessary.
One should know, however, that all the necessities of life that human society requires are supplied by the demigod agents of the Lord. No one can manufacture anything. Consider, for example, all the eatables of human society. These eatables include grains, fruits, vegetables, milk and sugar for persons in the mode of goodness, and also eatables for the nonvegetarians, such as meats, none of which can be manufactured by men. Then again, take for example, heat, light, water and air, which are also necessities of life—none of them can be manufactured by human society. Without the Supreme Lord, there can be no profuse sunlight, moonlight, rainfall or breeze, without which no one can live. Obviously, our life is dependent on supplies from the Lord. Even for our manufacturing enterprises, we require so many raw materials like metal, sulphur, mercury, manganese and so many essentials—all of which are supplied by the agents of the Lord, with the purpose that we should make proper use of them to keep ourselves fit and healthy for the purpose of self-realization, leading to the ultimate goal of life, namely, liberation from the material struggle for existence. This aim of life is attained by performance of yajïas. If we forget the purpose of human life and simply take supplies from the agents of the Lord for sense gratification and become more and more entangled in material existence, which is not the purpose of creation, certainly we become thieves, and therefore we are punished by the laws of material nature. A society of thieves can never be happy, for they have no aim in life. The gross materialist thieves have no ultimate goal of life. They are simply directed to sense gratification; nor do they have knowledge of how to perform yajïas. Lord Caitanya, however, inaugurated the easiest performance of yajïa, namely the saìkértana-yajïa, which can be performed by anyone in the world who accepts the principles of Kåñëa consciousness.

Hiraëyakaçipu planned to kill the inhabitants of earth so that yajïa would stop and the demigods, being disturbed, would die automatically when Lord Viñëu, the yajïeçvara, was killed. These were the demoniac plans of Hiraëyakaçipu, who was expert in such activities.

SB 7.2.11 

TRANSLATION

The basic principle of brahminical culture is to satisfy Lord Viñëu, the personification of sacrificial and ritualistic ceremonies. Lord Viñëu is the personified reservoir of all religious principles, and He is the shelter of all the demigods, the great pitäs, and the people in general. When the brähmaëas are killed, no one will exist to encourage the kñatriyas to perform yajïas, and thus the demigods, not being appeased by yajïa, will automatically die.

PURPORT

Since Viñëu is the central point of brahminical culture, Hiraëyakaçipu's plan was to kill Viñëu, for if Viñëu were killed, naturally the brahminical culture would also be lost. With brahminical culture lost, yajïa would no longer be performed, and for want of yajïa the regular distribution of rainfall would cease (yajïäd bhavati parjanyaù [Bg. 3.14]). Thus there would be disturbances all over the world, and naturally the demigods would be defeated. From this verse we get a clear indication of how human society is disturbed when the Vedic Äryan civilization is killed and the Vedic ritualistic ceremonies performed by the brähmaëas are stopped. Kalau çüdra-sambhavaù: because the population of the modern world consists mostly of çüdras, the brahminical culture is now lost and is extremely difficult to reestablish in a proper way. Therefore Lord Caitanya has recommended the chanting of the holy name of the Lord, which will revive brahminical culture very easily.

harer näma harer näma harer nämaiva kevalam kalau nästy eva nästy eva nästy eva gatir anyathä

 [Cc. Ädi 17.21]

Because of the increment in demoniac population, people have lost brahminical culture. Nor is there a kñatriya government. Instead, the government is a democracy in which any çüdra can be voted into taking up the governmental reigns and capture the power to rule. Because of the poisonous effects of Kali-yuga, the çästra (SB 12.2.13) says, dasyu-präyeñu räjasu: the government will adopt the policies of dasyus, or plunderers. Thus there will be no instructions from the brähmaëas, and even if there are brahminical instructions, there will be no kñatriya rulers who can follow them. Aside from Satya-yuga, even formerly, in the days when demons were flourishing, Hiraëyakaçipu planned to destroy the brahminical culture and the kñatriya government and thus create chaos all over the world. Although in Satya-yuga this plan was very difficult to execute, in Kali-yuga, which is full of çüdras and demons, the brahminical culture is lost and can be revived only by the chanting of the mahä-mantra. Therefore the Kåñëa consciousness movement, or the Hare Kåñëa movement, has been inaugurated to revive brahminical culture very easily so that people may become happy and peaceful in this life and prepare for elevation in the next. In this regard, Çréla Madhväcärya quotes this verse from the Brahmäëòa Puräëa:

vipra-yajïädi-mülaà tu harir ity äsuraà matam harir eva hi sarvasya mülaà samyaì mato nåpa

"O King, the demons think that Hari, Lord Viñëu, exists because of the brähmaëas and yajïa, but factually Hari is the cause of everything including the brähmaëas and yajïa." Therefore, through the popularizing of hari-kértana, or the saìkértana movement, the brahminical culture and kñatriya government will automatically come back, and people will be extremely happy.

SB 7.2.12 

TRANSLATION

Immediately go wherever there is good protection for the cows and brähmaëas and wherever the Vedas are studied in terms of the varëäçrama principles. Set fire to those places and cut from the roots the trees there, which are the source of life.

PURPORT

The picture of a proper human civilization is indirectly described here. In a perfect human civilization there must be a class of men fully trained as perfect brähmaëas. Similarly, there must be kñatriyas to rule the country very nicely according to the injunctions of the çästras, and there must be vaiçyas who can protect the cows. The word gävaù indicates that cows should be given protection. Because the Vedic civilization is lost, cows are not protected, but instead indiscriminately killed in slaughterhouses. Such are the acts of demons. Therefore this is a demoniac civilization. The varëäçrama-dharma mentioned here is essential for human civilization. Unless there is a brähmaëa to guide, a kñatriya to rule perfectly, and a perfect vaiçya to produce food and protect the cows, how will people live peacefully? It is impossible.

Another point is that trees also should be given protection. During its lifetime, a tree should not be cut for industrial enterprises. In Kali-yuga, trees are indiscriminately and unnecessarily cut for industry, in particular for paper mills that manufacture a profuse quantity of paper for the publication of demoniac propaganda, nonsensical literature, huge quantities of newspapers and many other paper products. This is a sign of a demoniac civilization. The cutting of trees is prohibited unless necessary for the service of Lord Viñëu. Yajïärthät karmaëo'nyatra loko'yaà karma-bandhanaù: [Bg. 3.9]) "work done as a sacrifice for Lord Viñëu must be performed, otherwise work binds one to this material world." But if the paper mills stop producing paper, one may argue, how can our ISKCON literature be published? The answer is that the paper mills should manufacture paper only for the publication of ISKCON literature because ISKCON literature is published for the service of Lord Viñëu. This literature clarifies our relationship with Lord Viñëu, and therefore the publication of ISKCON literature is the performance of yajïa. Yajïärthät karmaëo 'nyatra loko 'yaà karma-bandhanaù [Bg. 3.9]). Yajïa must be performed, as indicated by the superior authorities. The cutting of trees simply to manufacture paper for the publication of unwanted literature is the greatest sinful act.

...the demonic, they construct very nice house.      Morning Walk,May 22, 1975, Melbourne

Machine or wonderful building, these are done by the demons.        Morning Walk,May 18, 1975, Perth

Çrémad-Bhägavatam 7.6.9             Våndävana, December 11, 1975

So we are just trying to introduce the real civilization. Actually there is no civilization at the present moment. They are simply cats and dogs and fighting one another. There is no civilization. This is not civilization. Atheists, demons, they are predominating. And because they have got big, big skyscraper building and many motorcars, India has become victimized: "Oh, without this motorcar and without this skyscraper building, we are condemned." So they are trying to imitate. They have forgotten their own culture, the best culture, Vedic culture. 

So it is the first time that we are trying to 

conquer over the demonic culture with this Vedic culture.

This is the first time. So it is very pleasing that you have joined this movement. If you want to make the human society happy, give them this culture of Kåñëa consciousness. 

Room Conversation                                       April 10, 1977, Bombay                                                            

Prabhupäda: ...always studying, for the last ten years. It is my conclusion that originally everything Indian, that is very, very high grade--for human society, for personal. That is actual human civilization. Everything, hygienic principles, Vedic knowledge, moral knowledge, everything perfect. 

Tamäla Kåñëa: I have noticed that in the West now they have..., they know that there are certain cures for serious illnesses, and they have outlawed these cures, because they will lose so much money.

Prabhupäda: Everything business. "Bring money. Bring money." Because money is the medium of sense gratification. They have been accustomed to sense gratification. Money is required. So bring money some way or other. And here, the civilization was plain living, simple living. 

Minimize the expenditure and develop Kåñëa consciousness. Then you will be happy.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Unless one lives plainly, he cannot develop Kåñëa consciousness. Bhogaiçvarya-prasaktänäm.
Prabhupäda: Tayäpahåta-cetasäm. ANYWAY, NOW YOU LEARN THIS ART. Do good to the rest of the... That is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's... Don't keep them in ignorance. That is paropakära. That is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's... All saintly persons do like that. Especially Caitanya Mahäprabhu. 

This civilization is so dangerous. Demonic.

Preaching

…then whole world will change. P.379

One should take to preaching work gradually. P.95

Well, preaching, you cannot manufacture preaching. P.386
Truthfulness means what you preach, you must do. P.384
This is the next aspect of Kåñëa consciousness which I wish to push forward. P.377 

Let the whole world go to hell. We don't care. If you want to save yourself also, you do this. P.373
February 14, 1977, Mayapur:

Prabhupäda: Hm hm. (break) Cats also do not disturb. But everyone is fully fed and happy. The first problem is eating. So if you produce like tons, this corn alone can feed everyone. It is so nice food. Corn you can smash, and the powder portion you can use as flour, and the portion which is not powder, the hard portion, you can use as rice. And it is more nutritious than flour, wheat flour, and ordinary rice, and very cheap, cheaper than the ordinary rice and cheaper than the ordinary wheat. But you can utilize it--both däl, bhäta. Vegetable and fat. From milk you get so much fat. Complete food.

Bhavänanda: I was very impressed with that farm when I visited it. Nicest. I saw one little kitten in the barn, and there was milk coming out of the cow's milkbag and it was falling into the kitten's mouth.

Prabhupäda: Dropping.Just see. Such an important animal. And then, when she passes stool and urine, that is also nice. The milk is nutritious, the stool is useful; the urine is useful. 

Why this poor animal should be slaughtered? What kind of civilization? 

Your material desires, eating, sleeping, mating--fulfill it like a gentleman and save time and make spiritual advancement. 

This is to be introduced.

 Why you are inventing so strenuous work and spoil time, valuable time of human life? ...
This we want to preach.
Save time, be spiritually advanced, and other necessities, make it gentlemanly short-cut. 

If you save time, you can read all these literatures, understand what is value of life. Therefore, the literature here... 

Not for all. The brähmaëas, educated. And they'll distribute the knowledge by speaking... 

Others, those who are less intelligent, simply by hearing, they will be guided... 

Just be convinced what kind of civilization 

we are trying to introduce.
We should not be carried away. Then finished. In order to check others, if we become carried away, (laughing) then finish all business. To save them from being washed away by mäyä, if we become washed away, then where is the hope? Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, janma särthaka kari' kara para-upakära. Be strong so that you may not be rascal, and then you can do; others you can check. Otherwise, it will be impossible. How it is possible? A man is drowning. If you are strong enough, you can save. But if you also become drowned, then how you'll save him? So the everything is there. 

Save yourself, save others. This is our Kåñëa consciousness movement.

First of all save yourself; then try to save others.

Or both things can go on simultaneously. The same example. If you want to save somebody who's drowning you must know that “I may not be washed away. I have to remain strong; then I can save him." Everyone is presenting himself as the saver, savior. These politicians and these philanthropist, humanitarian, they have taken the slogan, "To serve the humanity" What is that slogan? "Is to serve God?"

Bhavänanda: "Service to man is service to God."

Prabhupäda: He cannot save himself, he is serving man. Our mission is very great. People have not understood yet. Now here is a chance in the court. Let it be prolonged, and let it be threadbare judged. There's a good chance. Let it continue. And in the mode of defense we explain everything. Our defense pleader must be very expert, take instruction from us. We give nice, and he'll place before the court. It will be published in the paper.

The Ultimatum   January 21, 1977:
Prabhupäda: And besides that, 

if we concentrate in farm project
there will be no need of exchange, because I'll be satisfied with my products. That's all. There is no need of exchange. Whatever I need, I get in my farm.    

Rämeçvara: Weaving, cloth.

Prabhupäda: Everything I get. So I haven't got to go outside for exchange. If you are satisfied in your farm--I am satisfied--then where is question of exchange? There is no need of artificial... So this banking, "fanking," everything will collapse automatically. There is no money, who is going to keep money in the bank?

Hari-çauri: Who needs it?

Prabhupäda: (laughs) So this artificial way of banking, that will be also collapsed.

Hari-çauri: This is revolutionary.      

Rämeçvara: It's very hard for the mind to...

Prabhupäda:                                              No, simply do this.

Rämeçvara: Such a dramatic transformation of society.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Whatever it may be... 

We should be satisfied locally by our food, by our cloth, 

by our milk. 

That's all.

Let the whole world go to hell. We don't care. 

If you want to save yourself also, you do this.
Here is an example. If you want 

artificial life, city life, and hellish life, you do.

But we shall live like this. 

This is the ideal life.

Hari-çauri: But still, we're going out to attract people to come to our life-style. (ed:?)    

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Hari-çauri: We're still going out to attract people to come and live like us.  (?)         

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: Well, even more than that, we know that we have the secret to real life, so it's our duty to actually... Just like you say...

Prabhupäda: That is preaching. That is preaching.

Rämeçvara: ...the surgeon, he must cut.                                                                  

 Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: The doctor must...                                                                                 

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Rämeçvara: ...save the patient. It's his duty.

Prabhupäda: No artificial dealing. Purge out.

Hari-çauri: When one actually has the power, he can do that.                                 

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hari-çauri: So by our preaching now, we have to try and establish a Kåñëa consciousness government first through the democratic system.

Rämeçvara: You said, "Think in terms of the whole world, not just one nation. That is our preaching." So you are training us to think very big, global. (?)

Prabhupäda: 

We keep the ideal style of life.
YOU LEARN AND DO IT.

I am not encroaching upon your independence, but 

IF YOU WANT TO BE HAPPY,you follow. 

This is our process. Äpani äcäré prabhu jéveri çikñäya.
You be happy, very ideally, and people will learn.

But this can be possible only on the basis of Kåñëa consciousness.

If you make minus Kåñëa consciousness this thing,

it will never be possible.

Then it will not be possible.

All these scheme will be successful if there is Kåñëa consciousness.

Hari-çauri: Only if the chanting and prasädam is there.

Prabhupäda: Prasädam, Deity worship, devotional life... Then it will be all right.

Hari-çauri: Yes. Gandhi could never implement his program.

Prabhupäda: Nobody can do. They simply... Even... What is that? Marx? He could not. There is no real attraction. Artificial, by force. Here the real attraction is Kåñëa. So other thing he doesn't mind: "Let there be little inconvenience. I don't mind."

Hari-çauri: A devotee is actually getting a higher taste. He's getting some real enjoyment, so he doesn't care for the other things.

Prabhupäda: So unless there is enjoyment he cannot stick. But that enjoyment is Kåñëa.

Hari-çauri: Just that chanting is enough. It's just so much nectar.

Prabhupäda: No, everything—Deity worship, chanting, kértana, preaching, publishing, distributing—everything.

The Final Order            October 8, 1977, Vrndavan
Prabhupäda: No luxuries. Live very simple life and you save time for chanting Hare Kåñëa.

Haàsadüta: Yes, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda:                                    That is my desire.
Don't waste time for bodily comforts. You have got this body. You have to eat something. You have to cover yourself. 

So produce your own food and produce your own cloth.

Don't waste time for luxury, and chant Hare Kåñëa. 

This is success of life.

In this way organize 

as far as possible, either in Ceylon or in Czechoslovakia, wherever... 

Save time. Chant Hare Kåñëa. 

Don't be allured by 

the machine civilization.

Haàsadüta: Yes, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda:                                  This is soul-killing civilization, 

this kind(of)way of life, especially European countries. Anywhere you can inhabit it. It is not very difficult. 

A cottage; you can produce your own food anywhere. 

Am I right?
Haàsadüta: Yes, Prabhupäda. We will do it.

Prabhupäda: And money, spend for Kåñëa--for Kåñëa's palace, for Kåñëa's temple, for Kåñëa's worship, gorgeous, as gorgeously as... Not for false... 

This is the human civilization.

And to organize this, 

varëäçrama will help you

to divide the society—

brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya--as there is division in the body.

That will help. 

Don't waste human form of body for sense gratification.

I wanted to introduce this.
Now I have given you ideas. You can do it. You are all intelligent. For Caitanya Mahäprabhu's para-upakära... So you do good to others.

Not exploit others.

Any human being who has been bestowed by this body has the capacity to chant Hare Kåñëa. Give them chance and make situation favorable. 

Is that clear?

Hamsaduta: Yes, it’s clear, Prabhupada. You have made everything very clear.  

The Final Letter on Farms
Letter to Hari Sauri, GBC Australia, from Çréla Prabhupäda’s secretary 10th August, 1977:

Çréla Prabhupäda was most enlivened to hear the report of New Govardhana farm. His Divine Grace, in the last month or so, has been stressing the importance of these farm projects, and said:

"This is the next aspect of Kåñëa consciousness which I wish to push forward. 

If I am able to travel again then I shall visit the farms and make them perfect. On these farms we can demonstrate the full varëäçrama system. If these farms become successful, 

then the whole world will be enveloped by Kåñëa consciousness.
"From your letter I can understand how nice this farm is. I am very happy to see fresh vegetables, fresh fruits, grains, the devotees taking sumptuous prasadam and chanting Hare Kåñëa. This is the actual meaning of human life. It is a very good farm, from your letter I can understand.

"Whatever you build, get the building materials locally. If you can manufacture tiles locally, then your house problem is solved. Build up a bamboo frame and on it place tiles. In any event, get everything locally. I wish to make a farm tour, and then I shall surely visit your farm."

I suggested to Çréla Prabhupäda that he was the farm äcärya, but Çréla Prabhupäda said:


“Kåñëa is the Farm Äcärya. Baladeva is holding a plough, and Kåñëa is holding the calf. Kåñëa advised Nanda Mahäräja not to perform Indra-püjä, but to worship the land, Govardhana, because it was supplying all foodstuffs for the residents of Våndävana, and the cows as well."

So Çréla Prabhupäda wants you to develop this farm very nicely, as it will be the future program to present to the world as the ideal of Kåñëa consciousness. In the cities we are interested for preaching, but we cannot present the ideal varëäçrama system.This is only possible at the farms, so they’re very important.

The Final Instruction for the First Farm

TKG’s Diary                       May 29th 1977 entry:

This afternoon, Kértanänanda Mahäräja took Çréla Prabhupäda's feet and began massaging them.  Prabhupäda instructed him,

"Castrate the bulls when they are young, so they will be docile and can be

used for CARRYING.
No machines or 

 HYPERLINK  \l "thetractor" 
trucks,
which are
D E A T H  PERSONIFIED
No need for electricity
or speedy traveling.
The farm projects are most important."
Then Kértanänanda took leave.

Room Conversation with Devotees        August 1, 1975, New Orleans

Prabhupäda: They, çüdras are there. Give him his eating, and some hand, pocket expense, hand expense, regular. If one can eat, then he has no demand. So the laborer has to be given to eat sumptuously. "Eat and work, take some pocket..." They will be (indistinct). Not that you call professional laborer and you have to pay twenty-five dollars per hour. That is nuisance. They'll drink. That's all. 

And not that everyone should have nice house. Why? What is the use?

Go in the village, live simple, produce food. That's all. Eat.

Why this electricity and three-hundred story building and...?
And then you don't produce anything, eat fish. "And let me eat..." Artificial. It is very easy to take the animals in the city and slaughter. A little vegetable and milk, they are satisfied.

Jagadéça: Even in the culture of Europe they had kings who had a certain territory and then they would appoint men called vassals to take care of different sections and then the serfs would work on the land.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is system, whole world. They were called... In India they were called zamindars, Mohammedans, and the Hindu zamindars, small kings. The zamindars are called king also. Anyone who owns land, he is called king.

Devotee (1): Just like Nanda Mahäräja, he also had land. Nanda Mahäräja.

Prabhupäda: Yes. He was therefore called king. But he was a vaiçya. He engaged his land for agriculture and cow keeping. And Kåñëa took charge of the cows, the calves, although still calf, He, (indistinct) 

This is the system. He was going with the calves whole day, playing with the boys and taking care of the cows, in the evening come back. 

This is Våndävana.
There is no need and I don't find in Bhägavata big factory and slaughterhouse( Ed: or milk from the slaughterhouse), no. Nothing. The whole atmosphere is surcharged with sinful life. How people will be happy? Now they are coming to crimes and hippies and so many things, problems, diplomacy, CIA and what other? 

So many unnecessary waste of energy, time, and money. Vicious condition.

Better give up city.
Make Våndävana, like this. 

City life is abominable.

If you don't live in the city, you don't require petrol, motor car. It is no use. They may criticize that "You are going to the farm in a car." So for the time being, there is no vehicle. Otherwise bullock cart—where is the difficulty? Suppose you are coming, one hour, and it takes one day. And if you are satisfied, such life, there is no question of moving. Maybe local moving, from this village to that village. That is sufficient, bullock carts. Why motor car? Drive here and park problem. Not only park problem, there are so many things. There are three thousand parts, motor car. You have to produce them, big factory.

Satsvarüpa: Insurance.

Prabhupäda: Insur... So much! Everyone is being (indistinct). We do not decry, but we point out, "In this way our valuable time of life is being wasted." They say it is primitive life, but it is peaceful life. We want peaceful life and save time for Kåñëa consciousness. That is not primitive. That is intelligent life.
Satsvarüpa: In order to evidence this, should we consider that we have to act as kñatriyas or shall we just preach and try to get others...

Prabhupäda: No... Kñatriyas, I have already explained who is brähmaëa and kñatriya according to guëa-karma-vibhägaçaù [Bg. 4.13], as you work, as you are fit for. If you are fit to become brähmaëa, become brähmaëa. If you are fit to become kñatriya, become kñatriya. If you are fit to become çüdra, do it. Three... Then... And a man who cannot become fit for any other purpose, he is çüdra. That's all. "Help. Help the brähmaëa, kñatriya, vaiçya and take your food and little pocket expense. That's all." Little pocket expenditure. But in our society we don't require, but even if it is required we can give.

Brahmänanda: So eventually we should divide up our society in this way? Our members...

Prabhupäda: Yes, just to show people how to... The first-class men, brähmaëa, second-class, kñatriya, third-class, vaiçya, fourth-class...                                    

Satsvarüpa: But all in our society are Vaiñëavas.

Prabhupäda: That is our real position. This is for management.

Nityänanda: How many kñatriyas can I have on this farm? How many kñatriyas can we have on one farm?

Prabhupäda: I told. Find out who is going to be kñatriya. Then... Take your time (?).

Nityänanda: You can have more than one?   

Prabhupäda: No, no. There is no rule. As according to the work, if people are interested to work as vaiçya, let them become vaiçya. If he is intelligent, if he wants to work as brähmaëa, let him work as brähmaëa. Let him work as kñatriya. And the fourth-class, let him work as çüdra. So the management should see that nobody is unemployed or not engaged, men, women. Woman can take care of the milk products or spinning And çüdras can be engaged for working as weaver, as a blacksmith, a goldsmith. There are so many things.                       

Jagadéça: Cobbler?

Prabhupäda: Cobbler is less than çüdra. Yes. Cobbler means when the cows die, the cobbler may take it. If he wants, he can eat the flesh, and he can utilize the bone, hoofs. He can prepare... He gets the skin without any price. So he can make shoes and he'll make some profit. And because he is cobbler, he can be allowed to eat meat, fifth-class... Not that "Professor such-and-such," and eating meat. This is the degradation of society. He is doing the work of a brähmaëa—teacher means brähmaëa—and eating meat-Oh, horrible! Çyämasundara? So make, organize. I can give you the idea, but I'll not live very long. 

If you can carry out, you can change the whole...

Especially if you can change America, 

then whole world will change.

Then the whole world.
And it is the duty because they are kept in darkness and ignorance, then the human life is being spoiled. These rascals, because they do not know how to live... Andhä yathändhair... They are blind, and they are leading... Others are blind, and they are leading and they, all of them, going to ditch. So it is the duty. There is... Caitanya has explained, para-upakära. Save them. If it is not possible to save everyone, as many as possible... This is human life. This is Kåñëa consciousness, to save others who are in the darkness. It is not a profession: "Now, Kåñëa consciousness is my profession. I'm getting very easily food and shelter." Just like the Indians, they are doing, a profession, say another means of livelihood. Not like that. It is for para-upakära, actually benefiting the others. That is Kåñëa consciousness. Then Kåñëa will be very much pleased: "Oh, he is trying." 'Cause Kåñëa personally comes for doing this benefit to the people, and if you do, then how much Kåñëa will be pleased. Then? Just like I am traveling in my centers, and if I see that my students, my men are doing very nice, everything is going nice, how much pleased I will be, that I'll save my labors and now write books for the rest of my time. Similarly, if Kåñëa sees that you are, on behalf of Kåñëa, you are trying to save these rascals, then He'll be very (indistinct) with you. They are rascals. 

The leaders are rascals and the followers are rascals and they're all going to hell.
Nature's law is very strict. Daivé hy eñä guëamayé mama mäyä duratyayä You cannot avoid it. Nature is all-powerful. Kåñëa has given: "You work in this way." She'll work. She'll work. She'll punish. As soon as there is little discrepancy—you have eaten, eaten more than is necessary-indigestion. "Indigestion, starve." This is nature's law. Nature will act. But you have to (indistinct) them with knowledge that "You don't do this. Otherwise you will be under the control of nature life after life. Simply miseries." Para-duùkha-duùkhé. Vaiñëava's qualification is para-duùkha-duùkhé. He is unhappy by seeing others' distress. This is Vaiñëava.

Morning Walk                                 October 16, 1975, Johannesburg

Now, suppose that here is open field (Ed: see Garbage Alley). 

There is... We are walking very nicely. 

And the downtown, congested city, that is not very nice. So at least,
if I don't spoil my energy to make the place uncomfortable,

if I save my energy and chant Hare Kåñëa in this open field, (see Garbage Alley)
that is intelligence or that is intelligent? Which is intelligent? 

We are also going to die. That's all right. But we are going to die like intelligent person, not like cats and dogs. That is the difference.

Puñöa Kåñëa: The argument is, though, that everyone has to work because they have to feed themselves and they have to...

Prabhupäda: Yes. We are working. We are not sitting idle. 

Now, for our food, 

if we just get some food by plowing some land for the animal, cows, and for me, and the

cow is giving me milk, 

the tree are giving me fruit, why shall I work so hard?
The business of dogs and hogs, whole day and night simply working for getting food and sense gratification? That is not civilization. 

Live peacefully, get your nice food, and save time to 

advance in spiritual life.

This is civilization.
 And simply for little comfort for a few years I have wasted my time in so many humbug comforts. Actually that is... What is this comfort of the skyscraper building? I think it is a mechanical prison.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Matchbox also.       

Prabhupäda: Matchbox.

Puñöa Kåñëa: You said last night that without electricity it would be hell.

Prabhupäda: It is hell. 

And we are creating this hell. (see Garbage Alley)

Room Conversation                          July 31, 1976, New Mayapur (French farm)

Prabhupäda: Berkeley. Very horrible condition. 

Let them do whatever they like, you live apart from them. Live peacefully in Kåñëa consciousness. 

Be happy. Let these cats and dogs go to hell; what can be done?
We are trying to educate them as far as possible, but if they do not take it, that is their business. We are doing our duty, going door to door, "Read these books. If you like, you can come and live with us." What we can do more? We do not make any condition, that if you live with us you have to fulfill. Of course, the condition is that you should not act sinfully. That is the first condition. But we never say that you have to pay so many dollars. Come. Whatever little food we have got, we shall share. So try to understand the importance of this movement. Kåñëa is giving us. This is a first-class place. You can develop it into a Vaikuëöha. It is already Vaikuëöha, Kåñëa is there. But develop it very nicely, peacefully live. Hundreds of miles away from the hellish cities. For little conveyance we can have bullock carts, when we have to get, transport. Very peaceful life. Introduce it and live peacefully. Am I right or wrong?.

Room Conversation                         June 24, 1976, New Vrindaban

Prabhupäda: You can see, come and see with us. Live in our New Vrindaban, you'll see.

Dhåñöadyumna: Then they say "Well, that is all right for you, but that is not practical for everyone."

Kértanänanda: Why not? We are human beings, and you are human being.

Prabhupäda: So what is not practical for you, our system, your system is also not practical for us. We cannot live in this way. Anyway, if you can maintain a perfect community of plain living, high thinking, that is sufficient. 

We do not canvass, but naturally they will see that this is convenient.
After all, they are human beings. They are learning. 

So that is part of our business to preach,

but to practice personally, that is our main business.
To practice personally, that is our main business.
Not that everyone will be preacher, but at least his own life be perfect. 

Morning Walk                                            May 15, 1975, Perth

Prabhupäda: This man is unemployed, and if we engaged him for plowing, will he do that?

Paramahaàsa: I don't think so. (laughter)

Prabhupäda: Just see.

Amogha: That's too hard, that's work. "We don't want to work like that, we just want some easy job."

Prabhupäda: Then you suffer.
Çrutakérti: That would mean they had to leave the city. They don't want to leave the city.                     Prabhupäda: Then go to hell.
Devotee (1): Çréla Prabhupäda, we received news yesterday that one man in northern New South Wales is willing to sell us a farm, a great big farm out there in the southern tropics. Would this be a good place for engaging boys like the Indian boy that came yesterday?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Our next program is to organize farming. Let anyone come. We shall give him free food and employment: "Come on." Not that "I want to work as a clerk in the city." You produce your own food. I give you ingredients. I give you land. And work for five, six hours, and take your food and chant Hare Kåñëa.

Devotee (1): Anybody who comes to the farm has to agree to follow the four regulative principles? These people?                                 

Prabhupäda: Yes. Otherwise you are not coming. 

Our main business is to make him Kåñëa conscious.

A Great Transcendental Adventure by Sriman Kurma Prabhu:

On his walk in King’s Park, Çréla Prabhupäda spoke about the unemployed Indian boy who had visited him the previous night. “This man is unemployed and if we engage him for ploughing, will he do that?”

Paramahaàsa said that he didn’t think so.

Prabhupäda laughed. “Just see—therefore, there must be division of job. That is cätur-varëyaà mayä såñtaà. He’s a çüdrä. He does not want to produce his own food. If you give him some salary, then he will be satisfied. And then he will work with plough also. If you give him salary, he will accept that.”

Jayadharma brought up some recent news. “Çréla Prabhupäda, we received information yesterday that one man in northern New South Wales is willing to sell us a farm, a great big farm out there in the southern tropics. Would this be a good place for engaging people like the Indian boy who came yesterday?”

Prabhupäda described future farming projects. “Yes, our next program is to organise farming. Let anyone come. We shall give him free food and employment: ‘Come on’. Not that ‘I want to work as a clerk in the city’. You produce your own food. I give you ingredients. I give you land. And work for five, six hours, and take your food and chant Hare Kåñëa.”

Jayadharma wondered if everybody who came to the farm had to agree to follow the four regulative principles. Prabhupäda’s answer was clear. “Yes, otherwise he cannot come. Our main business is to make him Kåñëa conscious.”

Morning Walk                                    January 24, 1977, Bhuvaneçvara

It is a rascal civilization, that's all. Western civilization is a rascal civilization. I do not take they are civilized even. No. White aborigines. That's all. (break) Mahäprabhu says, janma särthaka kari' kara para-upakära. In other countries there is no civilization. In India there is civilization. 

Just you become civilized and distribute this knowledge.

bhärata bhümite haile manuñya janma jära
janma särthaka kari' kara para-upakära
This Kåñëa consciousness movement is that para upakara. They do not know what is civilization. Such broader idea of Caitanya Mahäprabhu. He never said that "Sit down in Våndävana and become a bäbäjé." Kara para upakara. That is saìkértana. 

abaddha-karuëä-sindhu katiha mohan
brahmära durlabha prema nitäi kare däna
This is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's preaching. Karuëä-sindhu, the ocean of mercy, it was blocked. Let it be opened, and distribute throughout the whole world. So if you work vigorously, this is an epoch-making history, how real culture is being distributed for the benefit of the whole human society. They'll realize.

Morning Walk                                     February 26, 1976, Mäyäpura

Actually we are introducing the Kåñëa consciousness movement to make the Western people civilized. Yes. So you should take it very seriously and behave with responsibility. If you also want, become again like that, then how you'll be able to preach? Then what is the use of preaching?

Bhagavad-gétä 3.25               Hyderabad, December 17, 1976

So this is going on. Therefore it is the duty of the intelligent person to show the way of living.
saktäù karmaëy avidväàso yathä kurvanti bhäratkuryäd vidväàs tathäsaktaç cikérñur loka-saìgraham

Just like we are, taken to Kåñëa consciousness, the plowing or producing foodstuff because our business is that we can go anywhere, ask or begging a half cäpäöi or one-fourth cäpäöi. In four or five houses we can collect. Especially in India still, they will be glad. If a sannyäsé goes to a householder house and asks, "Give me something, a little bit of cäpäöi," they will immediately give. So there is no need of making a big plan of agricultural activities.

We have no need, but still, we have to do that. That is, it is said, kuryät: "He must do it." Kuryät, this word is used that "You must." I can say that "What is the necessity of my big agricultural program? I can go anywhere, ask a little cäpäöi." No, we have to do it. Why? Kuryäd vidväàs tathä asaktaù. A learned person, they'll do that, but asakta, no attachment. The karmés, they do... Even nonsense things, they are very much attached to it. But one who is vidvän, he shall do exactly like that, but the difference is no asakti, no attachment. Kuryäd vidväàs tathä asaktaù.

Why? Cikérñur loka-saìgraham: So that others may follow that "You... Why you are making big, big plan of big, big factories? You take to this process for your economic problem solved." Kåñëa advises, kåñi-go-rakñya-väëijyaà vaiçya-karma svabhäva-jam [Bg. 18.44]. This is the agriculture, cow protection, trade. No industry. Kåñëa never says industry, trade. Trade means... Suppose here we are attempting to grow food stuff. So after eating for ourselves, if there is excess, then we can take this food grains or anything which we have produced to a place where there is need. That is called trade. Trade in exchange also. There is exchange. That is also trade. So that is recommended by Kåñëa, and because we are Kåñëa conscious, we must abide by the order of Kåñëa, kåñi-go-rakñya-väëi...

Not for all, but a class of men, they are in the third category. The first category is the brähmaëa, the man in knowledge. He knows what is the value of life, how life should be directed this way and that way. They know, themselves, and they give guidance to the other who have no such knowledge. Therefore brähmaëa is the guru of all other classes of men, kñatriyas, vaiçyas.
Just like our position is brähmaëa, but we are anäsakta. Without any attachment we shall try to give them the direction how one can live very peacefully and save time for Kåñëa consciousness. That is stated here. Kuryäd vidväàs tathä asaktaç cikérñur loka-saìgraham. The idea is how to direct common men to live peacefully and become Kåñëa conscious. Thank you very much. Hare Kåñëa. (end)

Bhagavad-gétä 16.7 Hyderabad, December 15, 1976

 Äcära everyone can do. Äcära means just like to rise early in the morning, to take bath, chant Hare Kåñëa, have tilaka, observe maìgala-ärati. This is called äcära. Then there is hygienic. And vicära means consideration. So in the asuras, both things are lacking. Neither there is äcära nor vicära. Therefore it is said, na çaucaà näpi ca äcäraù. Äcärya, you have heard the name äcärya. Äcärya means he teaches by personal behavior. Just like I teach you, "no intoxication." So if I am addicted to intoxication and if I say that "You don't take any intoxication," then who will care for me? This is therefore äcära. Äcärati. Practically you have to behave; then you can preach. Otherwise you cannot become äcärya. Äcärya means one who practices the äcära and then teaches. He is äcärya. So äcära. Na çaucaà näpi cäcäro na satyam. Satyam means truthfulness. He is preaching something and doing something. That is not truthfulness. Truthfulness means what you preach, you must do. So these things are lacking in the asuric life, so we have to be careful that we must be very neat and clean. We must behave according to injunction of the çästra and guru. Then we can get out of the jurisdiction of asuras. Then we can come to the platform of sura, or devatä. Then we can make advance in spiritual life. If you keep yourself in the asuric platform there is no possibility of making advancement in Kåñëa consciousness. That is warning here. Na çaucaà näpi cäcäro na satyaà teñu vidyate. Asatyam apratiñöhaà te jagad ähur anéçvaram [Bg. 16.8]. Because we are rascals, not cleansed, inward, outward... Externally one has to be cleansed.

apavitraù pavitro vä sarvävasthäà gato 'pi vä

yaù smaret puëòarékäkñaà sa bähyäbhyantara-çuciù

There are two kinds of cleanliness. Outside, externally, we take bath by soap or by soda, by oil. We cleanse external body and internally by cleansing the intestine, the heart, the mind, the consciousness. That is internally cleansing. And external. Both cleansed one must be. Bähya abhyantara-çuciù. Yaù smaret puëòarékäkñaà sa bähya abhyantara-çuciù. Because they are not çuci... Çuci means brähmaëas, always cleansed, hygienic. That is çuci.

Morning Walk                               December 12, 1973, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: Yes, we have to work. That is preaching. You don't think preaching is so easy going. Eating, sleeping, and sometimes chanting, "Haribol," that's all. That is not preaching. We must be ready to implant Kåñëa consciousness ideas, throughout the whole world.

Umäpati: That probably won't happen overnight, though.

Prabhupäda: The Deity worship program is meant for us to keep us safe. If we neglect Deity worship, we shall also fall. But that is not the all duty finished. Arcäyäm eva haraye püjäà yaù çraddhayehate. Arcä means Deity. If anyone is worshiping the Deity very nicely, but na tad-bhakteñu cänyeñu, but he does not know anything more, who is devotee, who is nondevotee, what is the duty to the world, sa bhaktaù präkåtaù småtaù, he is material devotee. He is material devotee. So we have to take the responsibility to understand who is actually a pure devotee and what is our duty to the people in general, and then you make advancement. Then you become madhyama-adhikäré. Madhyama-adhikäré, advanced devotee. Just like these people, either in India or here, they remain simply churchianity, going to the church without any understanding. Therefore it is failing. It is now... Churches are being closed. Similarly, if you do not keep yourself fit to preach, then your temples will be all closed in due course of time. Without preaching, you'll not feel enthused to continue the temple worship. And without temple worship, you cannot keep yourself pure and clean. The two things must go on, parallel. Then there is success. In modern time, either Hindus, Muslim or Christian, because in these places there is no teaching of philosophy, therefore they are closing, either mosque or temple or church. They will close.

Prajäpati: They can show no good result for their activities.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is preaching. Therefore we are writing so many books. Unless we take care of the books and preach and read ourself, understand the philosophy, this Hare Kåñëa will be finished within few years. Because there will be no life. How long one can artificially go on, "Hare Kåñëa! Haribol!" That will be artificial, no life.

Yaçomaténandana: That's right Prabhupäda. We are so foolish, we never realize anything unless you tell us like that. Without preaching...

Prabhupäda: Without preaching, without understanding philosophy, you cannot keep your strength. Everyone should be thoroughly well-conversed with the philosophy which we are putting... That means you must read thoroughly every day. So many books we have got. And Bhägavata is so perfect that any verse you read, you get a new enlightenment. It is so nice. Either Bhagavad-gétä or Bhägavata. But it is not ordinary writing.
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Prabhupäda: Example is better than precept. Why you are living outside?

Sudämä: Well, I...

Prabhupäda: [break] ...last time I was so much deteriorated in health, I had to leave this place. That does not mean I'll leave the Society. I went to India and recuperated. Or came to London. That's all right. So health may be sometimes... But that does not mean we shall give up the Society. If my health is unsuitable here, I go... I have a hundred centers. And you'll not go out of this universe for your health recouping. You have to remain within the universe. Then why do you go out of the Society? [break] ...Çré Narottama däsa Öhäkura. We have to live with devotees. Why I left my family? Because they were not devotees. Therefore I come... Otherwise, in old age, I would have been comfortable. No. We should not live with the nondevotees, may be family men or anyone. Just like Mahäräja Vibhéñaëa. Because his brother was not devotee, he left him, left him. He came to Rämacandra. Vibhéñaëa. You know that?

Sudämä: Yes.

Hådayänanda: So Prabhupäda, it says that a sannyäsé should live alone. That means only with devotees.

Prabhupäda: Who...! Where it is said sannyäsé should live alone?

Hådayänanda: I mean, sometimes in your books.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Hådayänanda: Sometimes in your books. So that means with devotees.

Prabhupäda: In general, sannyäsé may live alone. But sannyäsé's duty is to preach.

Sudämä: That I don't ever want to stop.

Prabhupäda: Eh?

Sudämä: I don't ever want to stop preaching.

Prabhupäda: Yes. 

Well, preaching, you cannot manufacture preaching.
You must do preaching according to the principles ordered by your spiritual master. You cannot manufacture your own way of preaching. That is required. There must be some leader. Under the leadership. Yasya prasädäd bhagavat... Why it is said? Everywhere, in the office, there is some immediate boss. So you have to please him. That is service. Suppose in office, in a department there is office superintendent. And if you do in your own way, "Yes, I'm doing my business," and the office superintendent is not pleased, do you think that kind of service is nice? No. Similarly, we have got, everywhere we have got immediate boss. So we must work. That is systematic. If everyone manufactures, invents his own way of life, then there must be chaos.

Sudämä: Yeah, that's true.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Now we are world organization. There is spiritual side, and there is material side also. That is not material side. That is also spiritual side, means systematic management. Otherwise how it will be done? Just like Gaurasundara sold the house, and there is no trace of the money. What is this? He did not ask him, anyone. He sold the house, and where is the money, there is no trace. [break] 
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[break] 

Household life or in city life 

we should not be extravagant, unnecessarily eating, unnecessarily enjoying. 

No, that is not the... One man's food, another man's poison. 

We must know this philosophy. [break] ...and even we..., my health is not always going on nicely. 

Still, why I am trying? That is my ambition. 

I want to begin one revolution. 

Their godless civilization..., against godless civilization. That is my ambition. The America will be the best person to be educated in this line and to lead, to become the leaders. They're already leader, but they must be real leader now, so that the whole world may be happy. That I can give direction. If the topmost American gentlemen come to me, I can give them direction how they can become the world leader. Actual leader. Actual leader, not bogus leader. Because God has favored them, so many things. And this movement has been started from America. I started this movement from New York. So it should be taken very seriously by the government. [break]

Hådayänanda: ...important?

Prabhupäda: Ah?

Hådayänanda: You're saying that America is the most important?

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hådayänanda: You think...

Prabhupäda: Therefore I come to your country...

Hådayänanda: So perhaps...

Prabhupäda: ...because you're most important. Now you must... Under my guidance you must be real important, not false important.

Hådayänanda: So perhaps I should stay here then and preach.

Prabhupäda: Ah?

Hådayänanda: If it is so important, I think perhaps I should stay here and help Rüpänuga.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Turn your whole nation, turn into God consciousness, because they've declared in the Constitution, "In God we trust." Now they must take it very seriously. What does it mean by "God"? What does it mean by "trust"? You take this propaganda. We are doing, actually. We trust in God; therefore we have sacrificed our whole life for God. This is trust in God. Not that smoking in the parlor, and you trust in God. Not that kind of trust. Real trust. Trust means first of all you know what is God. Suppose that if you say "Trust this man." But I must know what is this man. Then my trust will be convinced, that "He is very respectful man, he's rich man, he's able man..." Yes, I can trust. But simply trust in God, you do not know what is God, what is trust, and it is going on. Why this bluff? Ah? What you say?

Prajäpati: That that's right, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So you must take this clue, that we Americans, we say "In God we trust." Now, every American should know what is God, what is trust. This is propaganda, Kåñëa consciousness. The government must come forward to patronize this. This is my proposition. So you write articles, you are theologicians. The America must rise up to the occasion. They have pledged themselves, "In God we trust." Every human nation or every human being should be like that. In God they must trust. So America, especially taken up the slogan as part of Constitution. Now there should be regular educational program, that every child, every man, every woman will trust in God. And this is Kåñëa consciousness. So? Am I wrong in my arguments?

Devotee: No, correct.

Prabhupäda: So why don't you take it seriously, you American boys?

Prajäpati: Also in the Constitution, Çréla Prabhupäda, there is a thing called separation of church and state, that they would have...

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is all right. We want to educate, we don't want to take part in administration. 

But the administration should be under our guidance; 

they should take advice from us, how to do it. That is required. 

We are not going to be president. We are satisfied in our humble temple.

Karandhara: According to traditional American values, though, the government should not take instruction from the church.

Prabhupäda: That is their... But... Church means... Because they've seen church is useless.

Karandhara: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Now here is scientific church. They refuse to take advice from the church because at the present moment church is a bogus thing. So what is the use of taking advice from them?

Hådayänanda: That was actually... That was actually the reason they made that separation.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Hådayänanda: They became disgusted with the...

Prabhupäda: Yes. It's simply, we can say, what is called? Stereotype, the church. Just like you said they want more pay. 

Payment... They have no knowledge, 

so what is the use of taking advice from such rascals? 

What is the use? But here it is not like that. We know the science of God. We know who is God. It is not a vague thing. Now you try to understand. Let there be educational institution. America has got so many universities. Let there be a department. There is already a religious department. So let the students learn the science of God. We have got so many books. Why they will not? They are actually appreciating. So this should be introduced in the university, in colleges, in schools. Why they should neglect such a, such an important scientific knowledge?

Devotee (1): When we try to introduce it sometimes, they very often say that it is sectarian.

Prabhupäda: Not sectarian. You do not know. Why do you say sectarian? How it is sectarian?

Devotee (1): They say that it represents...

Prabhupäda: We are preaching God consciousness. So is it not for everyone? God consciousness is sectarian? Is it meant for certain sect? Or it is meant for human beings?

Hådayänanda: The difficulty is that nowadays every common man has his own God..., theory of God consciousness.

Prabhupäda: No, no, every common man he says "I got my mathematics." Will he be accepted?

Hådayänanda: No.

Prabhupäda: So why these things should be allowed? That is our proposition. Every man will say, "No, I've got my own mathematics." Will he be allowed? So we have to fight, otherwise what is the meaning of preaching?

Hådayänanda: Fight.

Prabhupäda: If you think that everything will be accepted very easily, then what is the necessity of preaching?

Hådayänanda: Jaya!

Prabhupäda: And propaganda.

Hådayänanda: You have to fight.

Prabhupäda: You must know that they are all rascals. That I said, rascals, unbelievers. You have to convert them to be sane man. That is preaching.

Hådayänanda: Jaya.

Prabhupäda: That is preaching. What do you expect that every man will immediately go and he'll agree with you? Why do you expect like that? That is foolishness.

Hådayänanda: Jaya!

Prabhupäda: You must know that everybody will disagree with you, and it is your preaching work that you will make him agree with you. That is your preaching work.

Hådayänanda: Jaya, Prabhupäda! As your example.

Prabhupäda: Yes. We do not expect that everyone will agree. Everybody will disagree. Just like our book. Say, four, five years ago, nobody knew these books. So there was no market. But we have created our market. That is preaching. We have created our market. Nobody was dying for want of these books. So that is preaching. Preaching does not mean everyone is ready to accept your theories. You must expect that everyone will not accept it. Now it is your power to convince him, "Yes, you must accept." That is preaching.

Hådayänanda: Jaya, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: They must know what is God, how to trust Him, why we shall trust God, what is the benefit. These things should be known, properly educated.

Hådayänanda: Jaya, Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: And we have got the science. We are not speaking blindly or, what is called, sentimentally. (japa) [break]
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Prabhupäda: Simply they fight and loss of life and money, energy. War must be for the good. If there is some war, it must be for some good. But where is that goodness? The world remains the same; rather, it becomes more worst. Then why fight? But they will fight. Because both of them demons, they will fight. But not for any good result. War means... War is not bad. Just like disease. If somebody is diseased, then he becomes healthy. The whole polluted situation of the body becomes repaired. Just like when you get a boil or dysentery, all the poisons of the body, they become purged out. Then your health becomes nice. That is the law, nature's law. Similarly, war or famine or pestilence, they are meant for purging out all undesirable men. But the demonic principle is so strong that it is not becoming so. Hare Kåñëa. Make this approach. The Americans have placed in their constitution, "In God we Trust." It should be done very scientifically and philosophically, what is God and what is that trust, not a vague idea. Vague ideas will not help. They will not be able to conquer over the atheistic world. Actually, if there is organized party who believe in God factually, then this demon class of men will always be vanquished. Yes. Just like there was war between the suräsura, demigods and the asuras. God, Viñëu, took side of the demigods and came out victorious. But if both of them are demons, why Viñëu will take side of anyone of them? "You fight and go to hell." That is going on. [break]

Bhagavad-gétä 1.28-29                             London, July 22, 1973

So he was trying to preach. Because he was king's son, there was no other opportunity for preaching, and he was a five-years-old boy. He took the opportunity in the classroom, as soon as the teacher is away, he would preach. He would preach. This is preaching spirit. As soon as you get some opportunity, preach. What is that preach? Preaching, Caitanya Mahäprabhu has advised us, yäre dekha täre kaha kåñëa-upadeça [Cc. Madhya 7.128]. This is preaching. "Whoever you meet, simply speak of the instruction of Kåñëa." So if you are advanced, if you know what is the instruction of Kåñëa by reading Bhagavad-gétä, you can preach to others. And if you have not read anything, suppose you do not know anything, then you can also preach. What is that? "Just become a devotee of Kåñëa, my dear sir." That's all. This is also preaching. "Just surrender to Kåñëa." You go door to door. If you cannot do anything, simply say, "My dear sir, you are very good man. Oh, you are very intelligent man. Chant Hare Kåñëa." Sakalam eva vihäya dürät. This preaching was taught by Prabodhänanda Sarasvaté. Dante nidhäya tåëakaà padayor nipatya käku-çataà kåtvä ca ahaà bravémi. This is the preaching process. Dante nidhäya tåëakam. According to Vedic civilization, if one wants to become very humble and approach another person, then he has to take one straw in the mouth. Tåëa. So the preaching process is to take a straw in the mouth, dante nidhäya tåëakaà padayor nipatya, and falling down on your feet, dante nidhäya tåëakaà padayor, käku-çataà kåtvä ca ahaà bravémi. And flattering you: "Sir, you are so great man, you are so intelligent man." This is flattering. Although he is fool number one, we have to flatter like that. "Oh, there is no greater man like you. You are so intelligent, you are so rich, you are so beautiful." So all these things. Just like the beggars. Sometimes: "You become king." And one thinks, "Oh, he is blessing me. All right, you take one paisa." So this flattering is also required. So käku-çataà kåtvä cähaà bravémi. So the man may ask that "Why you are so humble and flattering? What is your intention? Tell me." So he is now telling. He sädhavaù, "Oh, you are great sädhu." He sädhavaù, sakalam eva vihäya dürät: "You have learned so many nice things. I know that. But kick them out, please." Sakalam eva. "Whatever you have nonsense learned, rascaldom you have learned, please kick them out. This is my request." Sakalam eva vihäya dürät caitanya-candra-caraëe kurutänurägam. "Just hear what Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu says. This is my request." This is preaching. This is preaching. Flatter, fall down on his feet, and eulogize him as great sädhu, as great intelligent, great rich. Do so that he may little hear. And when he says, "What do you want?" "Now, (laughter) I want this, sir. Whatever rascaldom you have learned, please forget. Because I know you are rascal number one. (laughter) You have got so many hodge-podge thing in your brain. So you kick them out please." Sakalam eva vihäya dürät. "Kick them, throw away, long distance. Don't look upon them." "Then what to do?" Caitanya-candra-caraëe kurutänurägam. "Please hear what Caitanya-candra says." çré-kåñëa-caitanya-dayä karaha vicära, vicära karile citte päbe camatkära: [Cc. Ädi 8.15] "Just try to understand the mercy of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu and you will feel so sublime." Çré-kåñëa-caitanya-dayä karaha vicära [Cc. Ädi 8.15]. "Don't take it blindly. If you are intelligent, 

Room Conversations              February 20, 1977, Mäyäpura

Tamäla Kåñëa: "Washington, March 18th. The Hare Kåñëa movement was called a 'bona fide religion' yesterday by the New York high-court justice who threw out two charges against the officials of the movement of 'illegal imprisonment' and 'attempted extortion.' A charge had been preferred by an angry parent that his son, as well as another disciple, had been held by the movement illegally and that they had been brainwashed. 'The entire and basic issue before the court,' said the Justice in dismissing the charges, 'is whether or not the two alleged victims in this case and the defendants will be allowed to practice the religion of their choice, and this must be answered with a resounding affirmative.' Said Mr. Justice John J. Lee, 'The Hare Kåñëa movement is a bona fide religion with roots in India that go back thousands of years. It behooved Merrilee Kreshower and Edward Shapiro to follow the tenets of that faith, and their inalienable right to do so will not be trampled upon.' " This is all quote. " 'The separation of Church and State must be maintained. We are and must remain a nation of laws, not of men. The presentment and indictment by the Grand Jury was in direct and blatant violation of the defendants' Constitutional rights.' The Justice said that it appeared to the court that 'The people rest their case on an erroneous minor premise to arrive at a fallacious conclusion. The record is devoid of one specific allegation of a misrepresentation or any act of deception on the part of any defendant.' The Justice said, 'The freedom of religion is not to be abridged because it is unconventional in its beliefs and practices or because it is approved or disapproved by the mainstream of society or more conventional religions. Without this proliferation and freedom to follow the dictates of one's own conscience in this search for the approach to God, the freedom of religion will be a meaningless right as provided for in the Constitution. Any attempt, be it circuitous, direct, well-intentioned or not, presents a clear and present danger to this most fundamental basis and eternally needed right of our citizens-freedom of religion.' …

Prabhupäda: So my mission is now successful.

Svarüpa Dämodara: Yes, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: In 1965 I went there, and this is now recognized after ten years ago. Ten or twelve years, eh?

Tamäla Kåñëa: Twelve years.

Prabhupäda: Loitering in the street. Nobody cared for me. Alone carrying the books. Now organize Bombay as our headquarter, New York as sub-office. Or headquarter in America…[]
So now we have to push on this movement as the (heavy coughing) bona fide religion, but the most scientific, not dogmas. That we have to do…
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Amogha: Çréla Prabhupäda, sometimes if we go out to preach and we go away from the association of devotees, what can we do to make sure that we...

Prabhupäda: You go at least two. Don't go alone. That is the system. When you go to preach, you must go at least two. If possible, more than two. Don't go alone. That is not the system.

Conversation in car                                May 23, 1975, Melbourne

Prabhupäda: Therefore in Bhagavad-gétä it is said, idaà te na atapaskäya. Those who have no life of penance and austerities, don't talk with them. It will be a waste of time. You know that there is verse in the Bhagavad-gétä? In Eighteenth Chapter. Idaà te na atapaskäya, mäà ca yaù abhyasüyati: "Persons who are envious of Me and those who have not undergone austerity and penances, don't talk with them." But we take the risk. We go even to these rascals. Because for Kåñëa's sake, "Never mind, it will take some time. Let me try this rascal." Therefore the easiest process is that every rascal will agree to take nice food and dance. So induce them to come to us, dance, and take nice food. Let them come on this ground. And by hearing Hare Kåñëa, gradually they will be all right. This is the policy. So far argument, logic, philosophy is concerned, they are beyond... Because they are animal. They cannot understand.

Devotee (2): You have it's just like when someone has jaundice and he sees everything as yellow and you cannot convince him if something is white.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is the...

Devotee (2): He must become purified.

Prabhupäda: So therefore, the treatment is, some way or other, induce them to come and chant and dance with us and take prasädam. This program should be accelerated.

Çrutakérti: Spiritual life starts with the tongue.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That is... Sevonmukhe hi jihvädau [Brs. 1.2.234].

Devotee (3): Like, Çréla Prabhupäda, the solicitor there last night. When I first made contact with him, he took two days to think about it whether he would act for us or not. And now, through association, he's becoming more purified, stopped eating meat, stopped smoking cigarettes, and now he likes us very much.

Prabhupäda: He is being purified himself?

Devotee (3):. Yes.

Prabhupäda: So we have to take little patience. That is preaching work. Don't be impatient. Let us do our duty on behalf of Kåñëa. Even the result is not very appreciable, still we have to do it. This is preaching. Just like Nityänanda Prabhu. He was hurt by Jagäi-Mädhäi. Still, He determined, "No, these two boys must be delivered." This is the example. "Never mind, they have injured Me; still, I shall deliver them." And He did it. They became Vaiñëava. So our preaching determination should be like that, not that we are failure in some cases, and therefore give it up. No. This is our business. We must go on doing this. Failure or success, it doesn't matter. Caitanya Mahäprabhu said to preach. He never said, "If you are failure, don't preach." Never said that. Yäre dekha, täre kaha kåñëa-upadeça: [Cc. Madhya 7.128] "Whomever you meet, you just give him the instruction of Kåñëa." He never says that "If somebody does not hear you, don't do it." No. Kåñëa said that "Don't talk with the fools and rascals and those who are not undergone some penances."

Kåñëa said. But Caitanya Mahäprabhu is so kind. He said, "To everyone say."

Çrutakérti: So we are following Lord Caitanya's...

Prabhupäda: Yes. Just like I came to western country with no hope. I knew that my Godbrother, Bon Mahäräja, came, he failed. Then Gosvämé Mahäräja was there, so many swamis and yogis came here, nobody could turn them. So I came here just with a purpose, "Let me try." But I was not hopeful at all. But Kåñëa's grace, it is now successful.

Devotee (1): A great success.

Prabhupäda: And therefore let us try. And success, no success, depend on Kåñëa.

Devotee (1): Already I have noticed a difference with the new temple which has opened in Melbourne, with the group of adults that are coming around to become interested now because we have a permanent place here.

Prabhupäda: On the whole, we have got very nice house. (Prabhupäda gets out of car and is greeted by devotees) Thank you. (end)

Morning Walk Botanical Gardens -- May 23, 1975, Melbourne 

Prabhupäda: ...filled with fruits and flowers, then it would have invited many nice birds. But they do not know that. [break] ...chirping, the beauty of the gardens would have been more beautiful. But they cannot invite. There is no fruits, no flower.

Sabhäpati: Çréla Prabhupäda, all the devotees on the walk this morning, they are the book distributors.

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Sabhäpati: They are the Australian book distributors, all the devotees on the walk this morning.

Prabhupäda: It is a fact that they do not grow fruit trees because people will eat and will not work? Is that the policy? Somebody told me like that, that if there is enough fruit, then people will eat and they will not work.

Amogha: The fruit business would go down also. The fruit stands would not be able to sell much.

Prabhupäda: Just see. Bad policy.

Çrutakérti: The government does that. On some farmers they will pay them not to grow to keep the price high.

Prabhupäda: Kill animals. Just see the policy. Instead of growing natural food, they will kill animal. Purposefully sinful life.

Çrutakérti: But they still have to grow food for the animal. They're growing the food, but they give it to the animal.

Prabhupäda: Fruit?

Çrutakérti: No, the food. They grow food for the animals, but then they kill the animal.

Prabhupäda: Just see. They can grow food both for the animals and for human being. Instead, they are simply growing food for the animals and killing them. Tä'ra madhye jihwä ati, lobhamoy sudurmati. You sing this before taking prasädam. The tongue is the greatest enemy and greedy. Tä'ra madhye jihwä ati, lobhamoy sudurmati. For the satisfaction of the tongue they are risking their own life and committing sinful life to suffer later on. Therefore the first-class man's first duty is to çamaù, controlling the mind. If one can control the mind, that "If I can live with grains, food, and milk, why shall I kill the ani...?" this is controlling the mind. They cannot control even this small thing. "Live and let live,"—this policy they do not follow. "Live and kill others." "Live at the cost of others."

Australian devotee 1: Çréla Prabhupäda, it says in the Çrémad-Bhägavatam that the weaker are the subsistence of the strong. So therefore human beings, they feel justified...

Prabhupäda: Yes, that is the... but where is the human consciousness? A tiger cannot understand this. He will kill a lower animal. But you are not animal; you are man. You should have this discrimination, that "If I can live otherwise very nicely, why shall I kill animal?" That is humanity.

Australian devotee 1: But also, is not eating vegetables killing a living entity also?

Prabhupäda: No, it is not killing. If you take fruit, where is the killing? The tree is there. If you takes food grains, the food grains, after being produced, the tree dies automatically.

Çrutakérti: Yeah. Wheat is harvested after it dies, not while it is alive.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Australian devotee 2 (Ram Das?): Çréla Prabhupäda, in New Zealand we have a situation where the main industry is killing animals, the biggest industry, yet there is so much rain, so much nice atmosphere over there. Why is this? Why is there such a nice atmosphere but they are killing so many cows? Is that that they are innocent and they do not know and so Kåñëa is not punishing them so much?

Prabhupäda: Yes, they will be punished. (pause) [break] ...so many motor accidents. And there will be war. Then wholesale punishment. Then killing, being killed within the womb of the mother. They are being punished. Nowadays these things have been introduced. Now this child which is being killed by the mother, they are all these sinful men. They cannot come out even, out of the womb of the mother. There they are killed. Nature's law is very strict.

Australian devotee 3: In the western society, Çréla Prabhupäda, people who are displaying a very bad sinful reaction in their birth are put away in institutions so they cannot be seen by the general mass of people.

Prabhupäda: Hmm? What is that?

Çrutakérti: He's saying people that are suffering very greatly in this life—they have so many mental disorders or physical disorders—they put them in institutions so that no one can see them.

Prabhupäda: No one can see them. That means they are not suffering? (laughter) Just see how foolish persons.

Hari-çauri: Çréla Prabhupäda, this morning we have seen already a reaction is coming about against the killing of unborn children. There is one big poster that is being put up by a protest group which says, "The Queen Victoria Hospital kills unborn babies. Protest now," like this. So there is, I think, it's the Right to Life Movement in Victoria here that is fighting against this abortion activity.

Prabhupäda: But they are so sinful that they are unable to carry out. Upadeço hi mürkhäëäà prakopäya na çäntaye. If there is a serpent, if you advise him, "Please do not kill; be gentleman," will be become? Snake. Snake will kill, unnecessarily bite and kill. Sarpaù krüraù khalaù krüraù sarpät krürataraù khalaù: "There are two envious living entities. One is the serpent and other is the envious man. So the envious man is more dangerous than the serpent." Why? Now, the serpent can be charmed by drugs and by mantra, but this man cannot be charmed. So this advice will not act. They are so dangerous than the serpent.

Australian devotee 3: How, then, can we advise them, Çréla Prabhupäda, if they are like serpents? How can we...?

Prabhupäda: You can advise only, "Chant Hare Kåñëa. Then everything will be all right," this one medicine. You can simply make plan how they will chant and take prasädam. Then everything all right. This simple method. Bring them: "Please come here, chant, dance, and take prasädam." They will be all good men. This process. Otherwise if you give them good advice, they will not be able to carry it. They are so sinful. Their treatment, the only treatment, is this Kåñëa consciousness movement. Somehow or other, bring them together. Let them chant. Let them dance and take prasädam. They will be all right. Kalau nästy eva nästy eva nästy eva gatir anyathä. There is no other means to rectify them. We are opening centers different parts of the world just to give them chance, "Please come here, take prasädam, chant, dance, enjoy," but that transcendental enjoyment will make them correct. We are the best friends of the human society.

harer näma harer näma harer nämaiva kevalam

kalau nästy eva nästy eva nästy eva gatir anyathä [Cc. Ädi 17.21]

Anyathä means otherwise there is no means to rectify these rascals. Harer näma harer näma.

Hari-çauri: There are so many altruistic movements, but actually there is no peace coming about.

Prabhupäda: It is not effective. Just like the government spending to stop drug habit, millions of dollars, no use, but as soon as they come to us, immediately they give up. But still, the rascal will not pay the money to us. (laughter) We are doing so much benefit, but they will not pay. If you ask them money, "No, no, our money is not for religious purpose. For science. Our money is for science." Science means how, scientifically, you can kill cows. This is science. How, scientifically, you can become less than cats and dogs. This is their science. The cats and dogs also, they do not kill their children, but they are scientific advanced; the doctor advises, "Kill it."

Australian devotee 2: Çréla Prabhupäda, most of the people in the western world are Christians and they say the cow has no soul.

Prabhupäda: This is not the question of Christian or western. This is the disease of the whole world. It is not that only the westerners are accused, not the others. No, it is... We don't say like that. Everyone... This is the influence of this Kali-yuga.

Morning Walk                                     December 5, 1973, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: Yes, you do not know how to make them happy. First of all learn how to make them happy. You cannot manufacture your program to make them happy. That everyone is doing. But the more they are acting, the world becoming in chaotic condition. You know what is the standard of happiness, how to make them happy; then you can work. If a medical man, he has never seen a medical college and if he wants to treat patient, what is this?

Hådayänanda: A criminal.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Quack. He must know how to make them happy. That is first business.

Morning Walk                                          July 8, 1975, Chicago

...convince them that they are doing very nice, to their best capacity, but they are doing it blindly. You are very good driver, but if you are a blind man, then how you will drive? You will create disaster. So we can open their eyes so that their good driving capacity will be properly utilized. A good driver, blind, what he will do? Ajïäna-timirändhasya. Darkness, it will not help. The western method of seeing things—blind eyes. Actually, they are blind. They are trying to see things with microscope. First of all you are blind. What you will see? Microscope, this machine or that machine, but you are blind. That they do not know. [break]

Devotee: What should I do if I'd like to preach more and become free from my family entanglements?

Prabhupäda: Just teach him what to do. Tell him.

Tamäla Kåñëa: What was his ques... What should you do...?

Devotee: I want to preach more and become free from my family entanglement.

Tamäla Kåñëa: I think Jagadéça is having some preaching programs. So your family is no hindrance. Preaching is not hindered by family, one way or the other.

Prabhupäda: Ahaituky apratihatä. Why don't you understand? Preaching cannot be checked by anything—if you want to preach. In any circumstances you can preach. Präëair arthair dhiyä väcä. Preaching can be executed by four things: by your life, by your money, by your intelligence, and by your words. You have got so many assets. So you can utilize it for preaching. Dedicate your life. If you think that you are family man, you cannot dedicate twenty-four hours, then earn money and give it to Kåñëa consciousness movement as other family men, they are earning money. Eh? Is it not? You can earn. In America there is good facility for earning money. They want that you work and take money. So earn money as gåhastha and give it to Kåñëa. Präëair arthair. If you cannot earn money, then use your intelligence. There are so many intellectual work: publication, going to this officer, that officer. You, intellectually you try. And väcä, by words. If you cannot do anything, go anyone, anywhere and say that "Kåñëa is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, just offer your obeisances." Finished. So where is the scarcity? You can serve Kåñëa in any capacity-provided you want to serve. And if you want to engage Kåñëa for your service, that is blunder. Then it is blunder. You cannot engage Kåñëa to your service. The everyone is trying to engage Kåñëa for his service. They are going to the church, "O Kåñëa, give us our daily bread," that "You serve me. You give us our daily bread and serve me." And our proposition is, Yaçodämayé, "Kåñëa, You are playing all day. Come on! Take food first of all." This is service. They are going to Kåñëa for asking daily bread. And here Yaçodämayé is commanding, "Come here! If You don't eat, You will get lean and thin. Come on." This is Vaiñëava philosophy.

Bhagavad-gétä 2.20-25                         Seattle, October 14, 1968

Devotee: Jaya, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Hare Kåñëa. [break] ...is concerned, "How Kåñëa will keep good health?" And we are concerned, "Kåñëa will go to hell. Please supply me food so that I might keep my health good." That is the difference between materialistic and spiritualist. The foolish man does not understand that Kåñëa is supplying food to the elephant, to the ant, and why I shall go to the church for asking my food? It is already there. And our policy is, "Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa, please engage me in Your service." Hare Kåñëa means, "O Kåñëa, O the energy of Kåñëa, please engage me in Your service." We create problem. Otherwise, no problem. Kåñëa has arranged everything. Éçäväsyam idaà sarvam [Éço mantra 1]. Just see so many fruits for the birds. They are so sumptuously supplied, they are thrown. Pürëam idam [Éço Invocation]. Everything is sufficient. But these rascal blind, they do not know. They are trying to adjust. What adjustment? It is already sufficient. You are misusing that. Sufficient land, sufficient intelligence. Everything is sufficient. They are misusing. In Africa, in Australia, sufficient land, and they are raising cattle to kill them. This is their intelligence. And growing coffee and tea.

Tamäla Kåñëa: And tobacco.

Devotee: For money, for profit.

Tamäla Kåñëa: And tobacco.

Prabhupäda: Tobacco, by which... They know tobacco is bad, and they are utilizing time for growing tobacco and smoking tobacco. This is their intelligence. So blind men... Give them intelligence, these rascals. We call therefore only rascals. People are dying for want of food grains, and they are growing tobacco, which smoking, they will go to hell. This is their intelligence. Huh? What do you think?

Satsvarüpa: I agree.

Prabhupäda: This is the idea.

Sudämä: And they even indicate, Prabhupäda, on the advertisements that smoking is hazardous for the health.

Prabhupäda: Yes. [break] ...for money, the money which will push them to hell. This is their intelligence. We have to give them intelligence, open their eyes. [break] ...angry first of all because mürkhäyo 'padeço hi prakopäya na çäntaye: "If you give good intelligence to the fools and rascals, they will be angry." But still, you have to do it. Just like when Nityänanda Prabhu went to Jagäi-Mädhäi to deliver them, they became angry and injured. So that is preacher. These rascals will be angry, will sometimes do harm to you, and still, you have to do it. That is preaching. Are you understanding what is preaching? Yes. You have to prepare like that. At all risk you have to preach. [break] ...world is full of rascals, and you have to educate them. So according to one's capacity let them preach, präëair arthair dhiyä väcä. But everyone can preach to some extent. There is no hindrance.

Jaga-jévana: Is everything done in our movement for preaching? Everything that is done in our movement is done for preaching?

Prabhupäda: Yes. To awaken their Kåñëa consciousness. They are in dog consciousness; we have to raise them to God consciousness. Don't you see how much they are taking care of the dog? Because they do not know, blind, whether they will be God conscious or dog conscious. So the dog conscious people should be raised to the platform of God conscious. That is preaching. Müòha näbhijänäti. These rascals, they do not know the life is meant for understanding God. That they... Ask anyone. Nobody knows. They are so fool. They want to remain dog. The dog is also running; they are also running. And because they can run on by car, they are thinking they are civilized. But the business is running, that's all.

Tamäla Kåñëa: And the purpose for the running is the same.

Prabhupäda: Yes.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Eating, sleeping, mating and defending.

Prabhupäda: That's all. [break] ...condemn running by car, but utilize it for Kåñëa. That we want. If the purpose is same, like dog, then what is the use of running by car? [break] ...by car to preach Kåñëa consciousness. [break] ...not after that philosophy, that jagan mithyä brahma satya, no. We say jagat is also satya because brahma satya, the jagat is also satya. It is mithyä because it is improperly utilized. Let it be utilized properly, it is also truth. It is truth actually. You cannot say, "This is a false tree." This is the ignorance. How it is false? But it is being misused. That is false. You cannot misuse anything which is given by God. You should properly utilize it. Then it is truth. And as soon as you misuse it, it is untruth.

Tamäla Kåñëa: So material consciousness is false.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Everything can be utilized for Kåñëa. That is our preaching. That is truth. There is a nice car. Why shall I condemn it? Utilize it for Kåñëa. Then it is truth. And the Mäyävädé philosophers, they will say, "It is untruth. Give it up." No. When you have produced something by your good intelligence, it is truth, but when you use it for other purpose than Kåñëa, then it is false. [break] ...Deity nicely decorated, if I say, "It is all false," is that very good sense? They have created such a nice thing. No, the purpose for which you have created or utilized, that is false. So we want to change the consciousness. We don't condemn the thing. [break] ...with a knife you are cutting vegetables and utilizing, but if you use it for cutting your throat, that is bad. That is bad. So they are using the knife for cutting their own throat. This is bad. [break] The çästra says, nidräham ädyaà plavaà sukalpam. This body... We are just crossing the ocean of nescience. So this body is a good boat. mäyä ete 'rtaà guruù karëa-dharam. And the wind is favorable, Kåñëa's instruction. And the captain is guru. He is guiding you. With all these facilities, if you cannot cross the nescience, then you are cutting your throat. [break] ...boat is there, the captain is there, the favorable wind is there. But we are not utilizing it. That means I am killing myself. [break] ...nity. is there. [break] ...policy. The policy is suicidal. That is the defect. So preaching means to remove this defect and utilize the policy for going ahead. [break]

Devotee: Is it because of our impurity that we can't convince them to stop cutting their throat?

Prabhupäda: Hm?

Tamäla Kåñëa: His question is whether is it due to our impurity that we cannot convince people to stop cutting their throats.

Prabhupäda: No, it is due to their impurity, they do not take. What you are saying, that is pure. But the difficulty is if you instruct a rascal, he becomes angry. The example is given that if you give milk and banana to the serpent, he increases his poison. Payaù-panaà bhujaìganaà kevalaà viña-vardhanam. Therefore we have to select sometimes that our preaching is in the proper place. Because a snake-like person, they will not hear. But if you are a good charmer, you can charm the snake also. (laughter) That depends on your quality. Just like Caitanya Mahäprabhu did. He made these snakes, the tigers, the elephants, all dancing Hare Kåñëa. That is possible by Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

Tripuräri: Just like you have charmed all of us, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Well, I am not going to imitate Caitanya Mahäprabhu. (laughs) I have come to New York, not to the jungle. (laughter)

Sudämä: New York is worse than jungle.

Tamäla Kåñëa: It is called an asphalt jungle.

Prabhupäda: After all, they are human being. Therefore we have collected some nice souls. [break] If you can go to the jungle, that is no hindrance, but let us take the opportunity of the civilized nations, preach them. Yad yad äcarati çreñöhaù [Bg. 3.21]. They are leading the whole civilization. If they are convinced, it will be great benefit to the human race. [break] Also my Guru Mahäräja said that "You go to the western country." If he had said that "You go to the jungle," I would have gone. [break] ...preacher, either the jungle or the city is the same. Näräyaëa-paraù na kutaçcana bibhayati. One who is devotee of the Lord, he does not make any discrimination that "This is jungle and this is city." Svargäpavarga-narakeñv api tulyärtha-darçinaù [SB 6.17.28]. For them, everywhere, Kåñëa's property. So where Kåñëa asks him to go and serve, he will go. That's all. [break]

Jaga-jévana: All classes of men should preach Kåñëa consciousness?

Prabhupäda: Yes. First of all he must know what to preach. If he does not know what to preach, what he will preach? You have got a preaching capacity, provided you learn the art of preaching. But everyone can preach. That's a fact.

Morning Walk                                          October 7, 1975, Durban

Harikeça: They say He must be a very old man. He must be very old with a big, long beard.

Prabhupäda: So that we shall consider later on. He is a man like. First of all accept that. Then whether He is old or young, we shall consider later on. First of all accept that either old or young, He is a man like, shape, form. Then we shall talk other things. Then what is the use of talking with them, with a rascal? That is the point. There is no use, talking with these rascals. Waste of time.

Puñöa Kåñëa: But there's practically no one to preach to if we don't preach to them.

Prabhupäda: They are rascals. What is the use? That is advised, prema-maitri kåpopekñä, four things. Preacher—there are four things for him. One thing is he should love God. He should make friendship with devotees. He should preach amongst the innocent, and he should kick on the face of the atheist. Upekñä. "Hut! (laughter) I don't like you." That's all, no business with him. This is preacher. Preacher should love God; preacher should make friendship with devotees; preacher will preach amongst the innocent, poor; and those who are atheist, nonbeliever, kick on his face. Don't care for him. "Go away. Get out." That's all. That much mercy upon them. "Get out, rascal." But sometimes we take the risk of talking with these rascals also. That is our mercy. But according to çästra, they are to be kicked out. They are not to be taken care of because it is waste of time.

Harikeça: They just don't want to accept, no matter what.

Prabhupäda: No, no, even they have no argument, they have no logic, so what is the use of talking? What is the use? Simply waste of time.

Puñöa Kåñëa: So is it better if someone argues against our philosophy or if someone doesn't argue at all and simply doesn't accept it either?

Prabhupäda: No, if he argues... If you can understand that by argument, if you come to conclusion, they will accept, then talk with them. If they remain dog, what is the use of talking with a dog? Dog will never accept any argument. It will remain dog. So better avoid that.

Devotee (3): Çréla Prabhupäda, it's very difficult to give good instruction to a dog. It simply barks.

Prabhupäda: No. Therefore I say, they should be neglected.

Harikeça: Just give them prasädam and kértana.

Prabhupäda: That's all, yes. No argument. "Please come and take prasädam." That much mercy should be shown to them.

Puñöa Kåñëa: They are displaying their cannon. They are displaying weapons.

Prabhupäda: That is their only asset. And when they are kicked out by the cannon of nature, they tolerate. That's all. They are showing their cannon, but ask them, "Can you defend yourself from the cannon of nature when he kicks out, 'Get out'?" You may be very big commander and captain or leader, but when death comes can you avoid it? Then what is your leadership? What will your cannon do? You kill nature by your cannon and live. That you cannot do. Then where is the value of your cannon? Eh? Why you are so much proud of showing your cannon? What you can do with this cannon?

Devotee (2): They know how to destroy everything, but they can't create anything nice.

Prabhupäda: No question of creating. They have destroyed themselves. Save yourself from destruction. Then you talk of destruction. You destroy. That's all right. But you will be destroyed by some other greater power. What you are going to do that? What you have done for that purpose? You destroy. That is going on, nature's way. I am killing somebody, somebody is killing me. That is nature's way. So what is your special credit? There is no credit. There is no credit. You save yourself not to be destroyed by others. "I can destroy others but nobody can destroy me"—that Hiraëyakaçipu tried. But that is not possible. Ultimately he was destroyed. That's all.

Devotee (2): They don't seem to care too much about the future.

Prabhupäda: That is foolishness. Therefore we call them rascals. Therefore we have given this position, rascal, that's all. Talk too much, do nothing—that is rascal. (bugles sound in background) Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa... Hm?

Puñöa Kåñëa: This old fort? This is actually called "Old Fort" isn't it? This part is built around a commemoration to a very old military fort. British.

Prabhupäda: Where is that fort?

Puñöa Kåñëa: It's supposed to be some kind of museum over here. I don't think the fort is still standing.

Prabhupäda: And where are the fort makers? (laughter) Where they have gone?

Puñöa Kåñëa: They were shot out of the cannon.

Prabhupäda: So what is the meaning of this fort? If the fort makers are themselves finished, then what is the use of making fort?

Devotee (2): "Why should we live anymore? We're not getting any pleasure out of life. There's no future. Why should..." People are happy to die these days, because there is no pleasure.

Prabhupäda: There is no... Who said there is no pleasure?

Devotee (2): Well, in this world. I mean, this world is more or less suffering.

Prabhupäda: No, they say, "There is no pleasure," so then why you are wasting your time for pleasure?

Devotee (2): Yes, but they are confused.

Puñöa Kåñëa: They want to enjoy, but they're not finding pleasure.

Prabhupäda: Yes. So we give you enjoyment. Come to Kåñëa. No tree?

Puñöa Kåñëa: There are some mango trees behind the house where we're staying, Çréla Prabhupäda.

Prabhupäda: Oh.

Puñöa Kåñëa: They're not in season right now. There is some fruit on this tree. See up there? There is some fruit. Could be a mango tree.

Prabhupäda: What are these plants? Pineapple? No. Different. [break] ...intelligent. Just like here is sunshine. Wherefrom the sunshine is coming? We can see the sun globe. So what is the arrangement there? This is inquiry. And there must be some heating arrangement, lighting arrangement. There must be some fire. And who has made this fire? How it came, so big fire that the whole universe is heated and light? This is inquiry. And see the sunshine and say, "It is nature," and finish business, dismiss all other questions—what is this nonsense? "I am great scientist." Eh? What is your reply? "It is nature, that's all." A great scientist. That a child can say also. It is automatic. That is not intelligence. If the scientists simply study the sunshine, they will have to come to the conclusion there is God. But they will not do that. They will bluff others, they will cheat others, and they will be cheated. And still they pass on as great scientist. Study the sunshine, wherefrom it is coming. You have no experience that unless there is arrangement at night, there is no sunshine, why you make so much arrangement for heat and light by electricity, by this way and that way and there is no arrangement nature? But such foolish talks we have to hear from so-called scientists? That is going on.

Harikeça: They like to think that everything evolved so they can think that eventually...

Prabhupäda: What is the...? Why you do not manufacture something that everything will evolve? Why you have to search out for petrol? Let petrol evolve within your car. Make such arrangement. Why you are anxious to get petrol from Arabia? Evolve petrol. Make some scientific discovery that petrol is evolving, so when the machine is going on, petrol is also evolving. Then you are scientist. Evolve. The theory of evolve will come. But you cannot do that. Why do you say nonsense? Darwin's theory—"extinct." Now he is extinct. Does it mean so many other Charles are also extinct? There are many thousands of Charles Darwins. They are existing. So where is his theory of extinction? He is a man. He is no longer existing. And so many millions and millions of men are existing. Where is the question of extinct?

Puñöa Kåñëa: Well, they found that certain species of life...

Prabhupäda: But he belongs to some species, English species, but he is gone. Does it mean the English species is gone? These rascals, they are big scientist and we have to accept them. [break] As a person, he is extinct. Does it mean that the English people are extinct?

Puñöa Kåñëa: No.

Prabhupäda: Then? Why does he say "extinct"? These cheaters, they cheat themselves and bluff others and mislead the people. This is their position. We want at least that people may not be bluffed by these rascals and waste their time. That we want, that much. They may say that "You are not scientist." Yes, I am not scientist, but I can request you that don't be bluffed by this nonsense. That much I can say. I can prove that he is a nonsense. Why you are wasting time after them? Chant Hare Kåñëa. [break]...their folly, European men. Where the American men will go? (laughter) Just see. [break] ...from India they made Indian center, and they conquered both sides—Far East, Middle East, Africa—with Indian soldiers. They organized Indian soldiers and Sikhs and Gurkhas, and they employed them for extending their empire. British soldier does not mean... Maybe two, one or two British commanders, but real soldiers were Indians.

Devotee (3): The Indian soldiers were known as the Gurkhas.

Prabhupäda: Gurkhas and Sikhs.

Devotee (3): Of Nepal.

Prabhupäda: Yes. You know that? [break]

Puñöa Kåñëa: Whatever the leaders do, then the other people will follow.

Prabhupäda: Yes. [break]

Puñöa Kåñëa: ...India also there is such tendency towards sense gratification?

Prabhupäda: Everywhere. India... Why do you speak India or America? That is the tendency everywhere.

Puñöa Kåñëa: Because when the British came, the Indians took up so many of the habits of the British.

Prabhupäda: No, no, before that also. But that habit was controlled by Indian culture.

Puñöa Kåñëa: I see.

Prabhupäda: That is the specific position of Vedic culture. The habit, that tendency is there, but by Indian Vedic culture these base tendencies are checked and they are made, I mean to say, given opportunity to advance. That is brahminical culture. The brähmaëas voluntarily rejected all these. That is ideal, that "Here is an idea!" But here at the present moment there is no such idea! Everyone is after material enjoyment. There is no ideal that "Here is a person who doesn't care for anything. Still he is so exalted." That is wanted. That ideal is not now. Therefore I am trying to create such ideal men.

Puñöa Kåñëa: It is happening actually by this movement.

Prabhupäda: We are not for material opulence. We are for ideal character. That is wanted. But they have no idea that there can be a class of men, ideal character, ideal knowledge, ideal advancement. They have no such idea. "Simply bring money and enjoy sense gratification," that's all. In that way they will never be happy, but foolish person, they have no leader to give them ideal and neither by nature they are not inclined. Na te viduù svärtha-gatià hi viñëum [SB 7.5.31]. Who is giving them ideal that "Come to God, and you will be satisfied"? Nobody is giving. They are simply duräçayä. They are thinking by material opulence they will be happy. This is their ignorance. Therefore so much struggle all over the world. It is not the question of India or America. It is the material way of life.
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Jïäna: How may we best expand our movement into the rural areas or into the country areas?

Prabhupäda: So, Brahmänanda, explain our scheme.
Harikeça: Explain our scheme.

Cyavana: About the rural development village program.

Brahmänanda: Of making the men self-sufficient in cloth, foodstuffs, milk products, grains.

Cyavana: There's a map. [break]

Jïäna: ...program like the Christians.

Prabhupäda: Explain how to... Explain.

Brahmänanda: Of having a... Encouraging the people to..., first by having kértana and prasädam. [break]

Prabhupäda: This is the process. Some how or other, they should join, "Hare Kåñëa, Hare..." Then everything... It is not very difficult. Simply induce them to chant. That will make everything success.

Jïäna: We have been spending some time in a small town.

Prabhupäda: Anywhere, hell or heaven, it doesn't matter. You induce people to chant. This is the sum and substance of devotee. It doesn't matter whether it is town, city, village. Wherever you go, you gather people and induce them by flattering them, by falling their, on their leg—some way or other, induce them. Dante nidhäya tåëakaà padayor nipatya. This is the process shown by Prabodhänanda Sarasvaté, that "My dear sir, I have come to you with great humbleness, taking a straw in my mouth." Dante nidhäya tåëakaà padayor nipatya: "And falling down on your lotus feet." Kaku-satam kåtva: "And I am trying to please you by so many flattering words." Kåtva ahaà bravimi: "I have got some submission, if you'll kindly hear." So who is that man who will deny? If you fall down on his feet and take a straw and very humbly you pray, "Sir, I have got something to say if you kindly hear," who will deny? Who is that man? Even rogues, rascals, he'll also agree: "Yes, you can say what you want to do." This is the process. Dante nidhäya tåëakaà padayor nipatya kaku-satam kåtva ca ahaà bravimi. "I want to submit. Will you kindly hear?" So any rogue, rascal, gentleman, big, small, learned—everyone will agree. Is it not, if you submit like that, that with great humbleness and flattering him, "Falling down on your feet, I want to submit something"? Huh? What do you think?

Jïäna: I think it's wonderful. Yes.

Prabhupäda: This is the... This is the process. So this is the process. So now, when he will say, "All right, you can say what you want to say," then, he sädhava: "You are a great personality, nobleman." He may be a loafer class, (laughter) but give him all honor: "You are so great and so exalted," he sädhava, "and so honest." He sädhava. "My only submission is that whatever you have learned, you forget. Whatever nonsense you have learned..." Don't say "nonsense." (laughter) But we must know that he is a pakkä, rascal, nonsense. (laughs) So don't say directly, "nonsense." Say, "You are the great personality. So kindly, whatever you have learned, forget." "Then what shall I do?" He sädhavaù sakalam eva vihäya durät: "Kick out whatever you nonsense learned." "Then what shall I do?" Now, caitanya-candra-caraëe kurutänurägam: "Kindly be submissive to Lord Caitanya, and chant Hare Kåñëa." This is our program. No argument. Because he is a rascal, what is the use of arguing with him? He's a rascal number one. You know that. You cannot expect any good argument from the rascals and fools. Where is the logic? Their logic is to beat them with shoes. That is the only logic. But that, if you do that, then you'll not be able to preach. But otherwise that is the only logic, to beat them with shoes. Argumentum vaculum. You know this logic? In logic we have read. There is one logic, argumentum... You know this?

Cyavana: That is Latin.

Girl devotee (1): Yes. Yes.

Prabhupäda: Yes. You know? What is that? Argumentum vaculum? Hm? With fools and rascals, with animals, there is no logic. Take the stick and beat them. The dog, if he is a dog, what is the argument with him? Take the stick and beat him; then he will go away. That is called argumentum baculum. That is, Sanskrit logic, also said, murkhasya laöau çädhi (?) "One who is a fool, his only remedy is beating him with stick." This is material. But we are not doing anything material. It is all spiritual. Therefore, especially in this age, Caitanya Mahäprabhu,

tåëäd api sunécena taror api sahiñëunä amäninä mänadena kértanéyaù (sadä hariù)

 [Cc. Ädi 17.31]

So we should preach like this, any rascal, because anyone who has no information of Kåñëa, who is not Kåñëa conscious, he's a rascal. That's all. That we must know. That is definite. There is no mistaking it. But if you say that "You are rascal. There is no mistaking it," then you cannot preach. If you directly call a rascal a rascal, he'll be angry. Murkhäyopadeço hi prakopäya na çanta...: To give good instruction to a fool rascal will increase his anger, that's all." Then you'll not be able to preach. So you have to become very humble, tåëäd api sunécena, humbler than the grass. Just like everyone is trampling over the grass. It doesn't protest, "Why you are going, keeping your leg on my head?" But that is the... Tåëäd api sunécena. Go on trampling. Hundreds' and hundreds' people are trampling over the grass; they don't protest. Tåëäd api sunécena taror api sahiñëunä. The tree is standing. You sit down. When there is scorching heat, you take pleasure by sitting down under the shade. But the reward is that you cut the branches. That is their reward. He gives you shelter, and you cut the branch. You cut the whole tree. This is your gratefulness. You see? Because we are rascals, we do not know what is gratefulness. They are taking milk from the cow and killing. This is our proposal. So Caitanya Mahäprabhu advises, taror api sahiñëunä-tolerant, humbler than the grass. Amäninä mänadena. Don't expect any honor for your person, but to the others give honor: "Oh, you are most exalted person," although he's a rascal. What can be done? Otherwise you cannot preach. If you call a rascal a rascal, immediately your preaching will be stopped. So you have to say that "You are the greatest intelligent man, sädhu, most honored. The only request is that you forget what you have learned. That's all. And take this." In this way preaching practical. Otherwise it is not possible. Everyone is thinking he is the most exalted personality, scientist, philosopher, great man. That is material disease. Actually he is being kicked every moment by the urges of the senses, and he is thinking he is very great man. Go-däsa. Go means senses. He is always, I mean, curbed down by the sense urges, and he is thinking, "independent." Independent means servant of the senses. This is going on. So you have to understand the real position of the world, and if you want to preach, then you have to (be) humbler than the tree, humbler than the grass, tolerant than the tree and... We know everyone is rascal; still, you have to give him honor. Then it will be possible to say something. Otherwise it is very difficult. We have to deal with all rascals, fools, rogues, ruffians, all good qualificat..., like. This is... You must know these things. You are dealing with all rascals. So if we call them directly "rascal," they will be angry. Your preaching will not be successful. So follow the principles enunciated by Prabodhänanda Sarasvaté and Caitanya Mahäprabhu.

Jïäna: When they ask us about Lord Caitanya, "Who is this Lord Caitanya?" what may we tell them?

Prabhupäda: "Yes, you'll understand. Please kindly chant Hare Kåñëa now. You'll understand." When we say, "Follow the instruction of Caitanya," means chant Hare Kåñëa. What Caitanya said? Caitanya said, kértanéyaù sadä hariù: [Cc. Ädi 17.31] "Always chant Hare Kåñëa." That's all. So you'll know Caitanya, what He is, later on. For the time being, Caitanya says that you chant Hare Kåñëa. You do it, and then you will be able very easily. At the present moment, simply if you want to know—I explain Caitanya—it will be not possible for you. Better chant. Take His instruction. Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa... Where they are going? To work?

Girl devotee (1): Yes.

Prabhupäda: What is the time for their joining?

Indian man (2): Between six-thirty and seven o'clock.

Prabhupäda: And how long they'll work?

Indian man (2): They will work up to twelve, one o'clock. Then they go home. Then they come back again at four o'clock and...

Prabhupäda: That is Indian. In India also the servant like that. Then remains up to nine o'clock.

Indian man (2): But those who are far away, they go at six o'clock. [break]

Jïäna: But if the devotees, if they go and live in small groups amongst the people, for example, in the country instead of just in big city temples, then we can influence more people, get more people chanting Hare Kåñëa.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Good idea. But whether you will be able to live? Better go from the city to the interior, come back.

Cyavana: To remain there for long is difficult.

Jïäna: It's difficult.

Cyavana: Yes. We've had experience.

Prabhupäda: You go, just in Europe, America, they are going in buses in interior, and they're preaching then coming back.

Jïäna: So this should be our program.

Prabhupäda: (softly)

Hare Kåñëa Hare Kåñëa Kåñëa Kåñëa Hare Hare

Hare Räma Hare Räma Räma Räma Hare Hare [break]

 Indian lady (3): ...go house to house or at the time of their function there are ladies gathering there.

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Indian lady (3): When the ladies are gathering their own function, just like...

Prabhupäda: What function?

Indian lady (3): On Maìgalbara they and... Here usually they do like that.

Prabhupäda: Let them come.

Brahmänanda: Let them come to our function rather than going to their function.

Prabhupäda: Their function means recreation. That is not function. By that function they'll... But it is... Something is better than nothing. That is another thing. Arto 'rthärthé jijïäsur jïäné-four kinds of men, they take to Kåñëa consciousness movement, the arto 'rthärthé. Ärtaù means distressed, and arthärthé means those who are in need of money. So they are arto 'rthärthé, and better than the rogues and ruffians, but their Kåñëa consciousness, chanting Kåñëa, means they want to get some money and to get out of some distress. That is ninety-nine percent people. And some of them are jïäné. They want to learn about Kåñëa very seriously, not to fulfill their material desires. They are called jïäné. Jïäné and jijïäsu, inquisitive. So in jnani, those who are after knowledge, and inquisitive, they are better than this arta and arthärthé. But devotee is transcendental to all of them. They are neither arto, not distressed, nor in need of money. They do not want to speculate for knowledge or... They know, "Kåñëa is the Supreme, and if I am part and parcel of the Supreme, it is my duty to serve Him to My best capacity." That is real bhakti. And those who are trying to exploit Kåñëa for their, some material fulfillment of desire, they are not on the platform of bhakta. They are pious, not bhakta. A bhakta is above piety. Bhakta's position is sarvopadhi-vinirmuktaà tat-paratvena nirmalam [Cc. Madhya 19.170]. He is cent percent pure, without any mat... These are all material things. But beginning is all right. If you go to the fire, some way or other you will get the heat. So either be arta, arthärthé, jïäné, jijïäsu, if you somehow or other, you have come to Kåñëa, it is good for you. There are many private functions like that you said?

Indian lady (3): Yes. Here always, twice in a week.

Prabhupäda: Huh?

Indian lady (3): Here always there will be function twice in a week.

Prabhupäda: Oh, twice in a week. So which are the days?

Indian lady (3): Usually they keep on Tuesday and Friday.

Brahmänanda: There are many, the ladies' satsang mandalas and...

Prabhupäda: Ladies, not lords. (laughter)

Indian lady (3): No. Yes, only ladies

Prabhupäda: They are better. It doesn't matter ladies or lord. Anyone who is Kåñëa conscious is good. Striyo çüdras tathä vaiçyas te 'pi yänti param. It doesn't matter whether woman, çüdra or vaiçya. If he is... If she is or he is Kåñëa conscious, he can go back to home, back to Godhead. Kåñëa is open to everyone.

Lilävaté: Çréla Prabhupäda? We were thinking that unless the African people can see an example of a devotee, they won't continuously chant. They will chant while we are there and then they will forget.

Prabhupäda: Why don't you become an example yourself?

Lilävaté: So to live amongst them, we were thinking, is very important.

Prabhupäda: You become an example by your behavior. Example is better than precept. [break]

Jïäna: ...to attain the necessary finances to support the programs here.

Prabhupäda: Beg. Sell book. That's all. Otherwise how you get finance?

Jïäna: One idea is to have a farm that we sell fruit or vegetables, like that.

Prabhupäda: If you open farm for financial help, then it will not be successful. 

You should take to farming for supporting yourself. That's all.
Grow your own food. Grow your own cloth.

There is no need of financial help from outside. You get your food grains sufficiently, 

rice, dahl, wheat, vegetables, milk, sugar. Bas You get everything.

From these five, six items you should be economically free.

That you have to do, not for trade to get money. Then it will be failure.

Indian lady (3): Can we purchase the house for our own staying?

Prabhupäda: Yes. Because this is necessary. You must have some shelter; you must eat; you must cover. That is necessary. So you do it. Grow food first of all to feed yourself sumptuously. You must get strength, and that is needed. But not for trade. The policy should be that you should be self-sufficient and save time for advancing in Kåñëa consciousness. That is wanted. Yavad-ärtha prayojanam. Yuktähära-vihärasya yogo bhavati siddhi-daù. You shall eat whatever you require for proper upkeep of the body, not eating too much and sleeping whole day. Don't do that. Eat only what is absolutely necessary. Then you'll never be in want. People are engaged in material civilization means they are increasing the bodily demands, unnecessary. Just like this park. Why we have come to this park? We like this atmosphere. So similarly, in villages, everyone, if he has got some land, he can live simply without any gorgeous building. What is the use? Just have a cottage and have garden. You'll live very peacefully. But they're constructing big, big skyscraper building in the downtown, and they will have to come here by car for some peace of mind, and in the meantime, accident, police. This is the civilization, nonsense civilization. At weekend they will go to the village, country, and during the week-time they will work hard. This is their civilization, with the risk of life, running motor car eighty miles' speed. Every moment there is risk. What is this civilization? Most ludicrous civilization. So farming means if you live in a farm... Just like in New Vrindaban they are doing. Produce your own food, live peacefully,

 fresh vegetable, fresh grains, 

fresh milk,

and prepare so many nice milk preparation, kachori, halavä with ghee. 

Offer to the Deity. Eat sufficiently. 

What is the use of going outside? Simple life and chant Hare Kåñëa. 

If you can organize that, that will be very nice.

Jïäna: A nice program here.

Prabhupäda: Yes. What is this rascal civilization, whole day "Where is money? Where is money? Where is money? Where is money? Where is money?" Everyone. Busy means "Where is money? Where is money?" Just like the hog, he is busy: "What time...? Where is stool? Where is stool? Where is stool? Where is stool? Where is stool?" That is not civilization. If you remain always busy, "Where is stool?" like the hog, then what is your civilization? Whole day working, night, nightshift, dayshift, whole day, the same, like hog.

Brahmänanda: They hold more than one job. They have two jobs.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Get money and then drink wine and eat meat and do all nonsense things. This is their civilization.

Jïäna: A farm means also we may engage the people because they are not so...

Prabhupäda: First of all be engaged yourself. Then they will see the example and they'll join. 

Room Conversation  May 2, 1976, Fiji

Prabhupäda: That is the difficulty. Everyone sees that "Some way or other, I become guru. Then so many persons will offer me respect. Somehow or other, create some situation. Then I become guru." This is going on. Not bona fide guru. Bona fide guru is indicated by Caitanya, ämära äjïäya guru haïä: "Become guru." Why ambition? Actually become guru. But how to become guru? Yäre dekha, täre kaha 'kåñëa-upadeça' [Cc. Madhya 7.128]. That's it, otherwise goru. So they will not take this simple method. They will drink, they will hunt after woman and have some attractive singing or dancing and become guru. What is meaning of guru, they do not know. Somehow or other become popular and become guru. This is going on. So with mäyä you can attract these foolish rascals very easily. If you can manufacture.... You cannot, but if you can show some jugglery, then you become guru. People are after all these things, material things. They are not after Kåñëa. They are after money and women. So if you give some mantra, then gold will be manufactured, and all women will be attracted, very first class.

Guru-kåpä: You know, Çréla Prabhupäda, they say that if anyone has power to induce anybody to chant Hare Kåñëa, therefore they must have some special power. Therefore that's their qualification.

Prabhupäda: That special power, that is said in the çästras. But people do not want that.

Guru-kåpä: Just like, for example, in Bengal before, there was that Charan das Babaji. He induced them to chant the wrong mantra, but where is.... He's not specifically paramparä.

Prabhupäda: No. He chanted for some time and, of course, there was chanting of "Nitäi-Gaura." He introduced new system of chanting: nitäi-gaura rädhe-çyäma. So the Nitäi-Gaura chanting will have some effect, Kali-yuga. Although he was presenting pervertedly, the beginning was Nitäi-Gaura, so it would have some effect. He did not know actually Nitäi-Gaura. From his words it appears. He used to preach that Nitäi is Rädhäräëé, and Gaura is Kåñëa. That is siddhänta-viruddha. But some way or other, he was chanting Nitäi-Gaura. So some effect were there. Just like sandalwood. You do not know which way better pulp comes out, but if you rub any way, some pulp will come because it is sandalwood. So he had some effect of chanting Nitäi-Gaura, but later on they deteriorated because they did not know actually, neither they were taught. Siddhänta-viruddha. The siddhänta-viruddha means it will deteriorate. It will not endure.

Guru-kåpä: Çréla Prabhupäda, what about, say, many of your Godbrothers? They also have disciples, and they also are properly initiated by a proper spiritual master, and they give the Hare Kåñëa mantra.

Prabhupäda: The thing is the spirit, real service of preaching, stopped. Formality is going on, but the real business.... Caitanya Mahäprabhu's movement means ämära äjïäya guru haïä tära ei deça [Cc. Madhya 7.128]. That is stopped. Do you follow? The formalities is there, but the real life of Caitanya Mahäprabhu's movement is preaching. Otherwise why Caitanya Mahäprabhu says, ämära äjïäya guru haïä tära ei deça. Tära means preaching. Yäre dekha, täre kaha 'kåñëa-upadeça' [Cc. Madhya 7.128]. And that is stopped. They are satisfied if they could construct one temple and beg some rice from the neighborhood: "Sir, we have got some temple," that's all. They are satisfied. The spirit of preaching forward-päpé täpé jata chilo, hari-näme uddhärilo—that is stopped. So by hari-näma, by chanting, by this way, to live little peacefully in the temple and eat and sleep, that much they have got. If that is the success, that success they have got. And this was condemned by my Guru Mahäräja, that "To earn some money by showing Deity in the temple and eat and sleep—better you become a sweeper in the street and earn your honest livelihood and live." This is cheating. This was condemned. To construct a temple.... Just like the Våndävana Gosvämés are doing. They thought that "This is our business. Some innocent people will come here and offer some.... Bas, that's our good income." According to the temple's popularity, they think, "This is our success." Therefore they are deteriorating. So that is not success. Success is his who is pushing forward the preaching method. That is his success. And if we think that "By showing a temple Deity we get some money and rice and cloth and just peacefully live here. Don't bother about going to Fiji and all over..." (laughs) That much success they have got. But that is not Caitanya Mahäprabhu. Påthivéte äche yata nagarädi gräma, sarvatra pracära. What they are doing for that? That is point.

Guru-kåpä: What if sometimes disciple, he may go to preach, but he's not preaching in the exact same spirit of his spiritual master?

Prabhupäda: Therefore he is not to be preached. Caitanya Mahäprabhu says, janma särthaka kari' kara para-upakära: [Cc. Ädi 9.41] "Go to do good to others. First of all you do good to yourself." First of all you become really preacher. Then go to preach. Caitanya Mahäprabhu never sent neophyte to go to preach. For neophyte the preaching is not their business. For neophyte, one should stick to the worship of Deity in the temple. And those who have understood the philosophy, applied the philosophy in his life, he should go for preaching. Otherwise he'll preach wrongly, like.... What is that? Charan das Babaji. And it will stop. He wanted to preach, but he did not know how to preach, and therefore, after his life, it is finished. So Caitanya Mahäprabhu does not say like that, that "You remain a rascal and go to preach." No. Janma särthaka kari. "Your first business is that you make your life perfect. Then go to preach. Perfect means you learn how to obey My orders." That is perfection. Ämära äjïäya. So if you are actually, perfectly carrying out the orders of Caitanya Mahäprabhu, then you are preaching. Otherwise you will do wrongly, mislead. Don't do that. Andhä yathändhair upanéyamänäù [SB 7.5.31]. 

If you remain blind, don't try to lead other blind men.

That is misleading. First of all open your eyes. Everything is there. Nobody can do anything whimsically. 

If you do whimsically, concoctedly, that will be failure.
It will not be effective.

Guru-kåpä: Even though one may get many followers, that is not...

Prabhupäda: Many? What you...? Many followers.... The philosophy you present, it must be followed by everyone. That is wanted. You have got, say, ten thousand followers. That does not mean success. Everyone has got some followers. This.... What is that? Guruji Maharaja. He has got also so-called followers. The T.M., he has got also some followers. Everyone has got some followers. But what kind of followers they have? That is quality. Everything has quality. Simply quantity is not. There are many Christians. Even up to date, some Christian fair or.... Many millions will come. What is the quality? Quality is all meat-eater. But Christian means he should not kill. Where is the Christian? So we have to test by the quality, followers. Not many followers, the quality of the followers. My Guru Mahäräja used to say like that, that "If I get at least one quality disciple, then all my labor will be success." He was saying like that: quality, not the quantity. By quantity if one is amazed, then he is also goru. By quality—what kind of followers? That is the.... From the very beginning my strictures are there, that "You have to follow this"—quality. If I were..., "No, you can do like Vivekananda. Yes, what you can, whatever you like," then I think quantity would have been very, very big. But I don't say. I make him promise before the fire, before the Deity, before guru. [break] That one moon is taken into account. Who takes account of the millions of stars? Ekaç candras tamo hanti na ca tärä sahasraçaù. Quality. So we should be quality devotee, not quantity devotee. I have taken two glasses. Just see how nice water is, tap water. Here so many dobs are available, and this rascal is manufacturing RC and he is going as to be..., business. And for hearing Bhagavad-gétä they have no time, and they are trying to go to Våndävana. Quantity, not quality. So civilization should be quality civilization, not quantity civilization. Do that. Bheòyadäsana. Bheòyadäsana (indistinct). Bheòé, lamb, they are going, hundreds and thousands. They flock. So, and if one bheòé, lamb, is somehow or other pushed into slaughterhouse stockroom, so all the.... All of them. You haven't got to take many. Some way or other, you induce one of them to go into the, what is called, shed, where stocks are kept for taking out daily and killing. So they do not mind that "We are being pushed into this room for future killing. Never mind. One has gone. Go." They'll go. So this is called in Hindi, bheòyadäsana, that without any consideration, "One has entered. Let us all enter." That is bheòé, means animal, their disciple like this. They liked the ceremony?....

Prabhupäda: Darwin's theory is body is changing, but why it is changing, he does not explain.

Guru-kåpä: It's because of nature. You can't explain nature. That's his only answer.

Prabhupäda: Nature.... But we also say, prakåteù kriyamäëäni [Bg. 3.27]. So it is to be understood that it is being done under superior control. If nature is doing, so nature is superior control. He cannot explain. So if he does not know how nature is working, then what is the value of his theory? If he says that he cannot explain how nature is doing, that means he is not expert. He may be mistaken. So why his opinion or decision should be taken final? He does not know how nature is working. That is not perfect knowledge. Does he say like that, "Nature is working"?

Guru-kåpä: Nature.

Prabhupäda: So how nature is working, he does not know. Then his knowledge is imperfect. Nature is working how, that we know. That is very sober understanding. We say that nature is working under the superintendence of Kåñëa. Mayädhyakñeëa prakåtiù süyate sa-caräcaram [Bg. 9.10]. Nature.... We see nature. Generally we have got idea of the material nature, that the sun is one of the part and parcel of nature's working. The moon is also, the seasonal changes. So many things, nature is working very systematically. The summer season will appear exactly in the month of June and July. The fall begins in September every year. One can foretell that "Next September this will happen," because nature's routine is very fixed up. So this systematic work of nature, how it is possible if there is no supervision?

Guru-kåpä: What they do is they just take it for granted because it's happening so regularly.

Prabhupäda: So that means you have to accept it—there is superior administration. You may not know what is that administration, but you have to accept it. That is explained in the Bhagavad-gétä. Kåñëa says, "Under My supervision." Here those who are in the gross ignorance, not intelligent, they can suggest that there is some brain, just like Professor Einstein used to say. But he has no knowledge who is that brain, and we have that knowledge, who is that brain. That brain is Kåñëa. Therefore our knowledge is perfect. They can simply suggest that "There is a brain," but we can say, "Here is the brain." Then it is.... If one knows whose brain it is, that is perfect knowledge.

Guru-kåpä: But they have no faith. That's the only difficulty.

Prabhupäda: That is foolishness. You accept some brain. But if somebody comes who is accepted as the brain, they have no faith. That means rascal. Närada says, "Here is the brain." Brahmä says, "Here is the brain." Çiva says, "Here is the brain." Then äcäryas, Vyäsadeva, says, "Here is the brain." Then modern äcäryas, they say, "Here is the brain." Then why don't you accept? You are so rascal? Just like a person is going to London. So if he says, "I have no faith that this Qantas will carry me to London," then how he will be convinced? How he'll be? If he says that "I have no faith in this Qantas company, that it will carry me to London," and if he does not purchase the ticket—he has no faith—then who will be loser? The Qantas company will be loser and he will be loser. The rascal who says.... You can say that, that Qantas will carry him to London. You can say that. But if on account of this wrong faith if he does not purchase the ticket, then who will be loser? The Qantas will be loser or he will be loser? If you have no faith, then you are loser. You remain. Rot in this place. Do not try to go to London. What do you think? Eh?

Indian man (1): The traveler is the loser.

Prabhupäda: What is that?

Guru-kåpä: The traveler is the loser.

Prabhupäda: Yes, traveler is the loser. If you have no faith, then loser, you are loser. You will never understand. Therefore çästra says, Mahäjano yena gataù sa panthäù [Cc. Madhya 17.186]. Big, big stalwart äcäryas, mahäjanas, they are accepting. Therefore we accept. That is sense. And if you sit down, "No, no, I have no faith," you'll sit down and remain a rascal, that's all. Ädau çraddhä. Therefore faith is the first thing. Ädau çraddhä. If he has got intelligence, he'll see: "So many big, big.... Lord Brahmä accepts. Lord Çiva accepts. Vyäsadeva accepts. Närada accepts. The äcäryas accept. So am I more than them? No. I will accept." And that is perfection of.... Mahäjano yena gataù sa panthäù [Cc. Madhya 17.186]. And if still you remain faithless, then you are rascal. Same example can be.... Qantas. So many hundreds are purchasing ticket. They have also never seen London, but on faith they're purchasing ticket. So you have no faith, you don't purchase; therefore remain here. Without faith you cannot begin to work. The same example: You have gone to a barber shop. He is shaving, and people blindly, closing eyes, and he has got a razor. He can immediately cut. But why do you do this? Because you have faith that "These people are professional barbers. They are shaving so many other people. They will not kill me. All right. Go on." This is faith. And if you have no faith, then you will never have clean shaven. You go away. So beginning is faith, but faith should not be blind. Mahäjano yena gataù sa panthäù [Cc. Madhya 17.186]. You have to take faith from great personalities. That is faith. Just like you American boys and girls. You began with faith. Without faith nothing can be.... Ädau çraddhä. Just like people come, and they get some faith that "So many people are following Swamiji." So he associates for some time. Then he offers himself for initiation. This is the way. Ädau çraddhä tataù sädhu-saìgo 'tha bhajana-kriyä [Cc. Madhya 23.14-15]. And bhajana-kriyä, if he agrees with spiritual master and takes his word, then anartha-nivåttiù syät. Spiritual master says, "You should not do this," and if he follows, then automatically his unnecessary burden is cleansed. This is the way. But faith is the beginning. And that is quite natural. Faith means by seeing others, respectable persons following, "And why not I shall follow?" That is faith. Faith is not also blind. You can see that so many others are doing, "So why I myself?"

Guru-kåpä: This faith in the mundane religions, that cannot be called real faith.

Prabhupäda: No, that is faith, but because one is not intelligent, he takes irreligion as religion. He does not.... He should be also very intelligent, faithful and intelligent. Not blind faith. He must be faithful, and intelligence.... He must know what is actually religion. So therefore sädhu-saìga [Cc. Madhya 22.83]. Associate with sädhus means those who are actually on the platform. So if he associates with the sädhu—the sädhus accept Kåñëa as the Supreme Personality of Godhead—he will get the understanding that Kåñëa is the Supreme Lord. Then his faith becomes fixed up in Kåñëa. This is the way.

Guru-kåpä: So what is the exact meaning of that verse, çraddhä-çabde. That verse...

Prabhupäda: Yes, çraddhä. That faith increase, and when it is increased so much that he fully understands, "By worshiping Kåñëa, everything is done," that is first-class faith. Çraddhä-çabde viçväsa kahe sudåòha niçcaya [Cc. Madhya  22.62]. If he becomes fixed up, "Yes, Kåñëa is the Supreme Personality," that is first-class, means fulfillment of faith. In the beginning it might be doubtful, neophyte. But when that is, that faith is fixed up, "Yes, Kåñëa is the Supreme Personality," that is the fulfillment of faith. Faith also there are different stages, improvement. Devotional service means different grades of faith. Today I am in one stage of faith, next day another stage, next day another stage, next day another stage. And when you come to the stage that väsudevaù sarvam iti [Bg. 7.19], oh, that is final. Sa mahätmä sudurlabhaù. That takes time. And quickly also, if one is fortunate. If one is intelligent—"The çästra says, 'Väsudeva is everything,' so why not take Väsudeva everything?"—then he gains the result immediately. And if he thinks, "All right, let me see for some time," so he may waste his time, but the point is the same. Point is the same, but he has not developed his faith to such extent. You have to wait. And intelligent person, he says, "Why shall I wait? Let me take finally väsudevaù sarvam iti [Bg. 7.19]. That business is finished." Sa mahätmä. Therefore it is said, sa mahätmä sudurlabhaù. That kind of staunch faith is not very easy. It is for the great personality. Immediately accepts. Kåñëa says, sarva-dharmän parityajya [Bg. 18.66]. Immediately accepts: "Yes." Then sa mahätmä sudurlabhaù. That is not very easily done. That means yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpaà janänäà puëya-karmaëäm [Bg. 7.28]. He is completely free from all reaction of sinful life. Puëya-karmaëäm—he is only engaged in pious activities. Yeñäà tv anta-gataà päpaà janänäm, te dvandva-moha... He has no more doubt. Dvandva-moha-nirmuktäù. He has no doubt. "Yes, Kåñëa is the Supreme Person." That's it. That's all. If you take by argument, reason, you may waste your time. But if you are intelligent, you can take it on the evidence of mahäjano yena gataù, all the mahäjanas.

Garden Discussion on Bhagavad-gétä Sixteenth Chapter       June 26, 1976, New Vrindaban

Prabhupäda: They'll understand. I'm just pointing out the difficulties of your preaching. You'll have to face all these difficulties. They're like cats and dogs. They are not even human beings. Therefore the business is little hard job. You have to deal with cats and dogs. But still there is hope, because they have got this human form of life. There is hope. It is not hopeless. Don't be disappointed, but this is the job. You have to meet with cats and dogs. That is my point. When you go to preach you must know that "I've come to preach among cats and dogs, and I have to deal with them carefully; otherwise, they will bark." (laughter) Therefore I wrote that poetry in disappointment before entering in your country, that "What they will understand, this philosophy?" Hmm, go on.

Garden Conversation                        June 27, 1976, New Vrindaban

Devotee (2): Çréla Prabhupäda, there is one common philosophy also held by a lot of religious groups that God can be understood directly from within, and that no guru or spiritual master is necessary. If I desire to approach God, and if He's all-powerful, He can instruct me from within. They feel like this. Therefore they dispute our claim that we understand God in a different way, that you need a genuine spiritual master. And yet when we approach them, one man will say he has God within his heart and he understands God in this way, and another man is receiving instruction from God from within the heart, and yet he's saying another thing.

Prabhupäda: So?

Devotee (2): Yet, they continue to claim like that, so...

Puñöa Kåñëa: Yes, when God teaches Arjuna... His realization from within should be the same as Kåñëa is teaching to Arjuna. It should be confirmed by çästra.

Dhåñöadyumna: He was saying that these people say "God is instructing me from within," but they all have different philosophies.

Prabhupäda: But he's a rascal, and who accepts him, he's a rascal. How do you think that God is speaking to him? How do you accept it? How do you accept that God is speaking to him?

Devotee (2): Well, I don't accept it.

Prabhupäda: But you are advocating. Why do you accept this?

Devotee (2): He would say that he has turned his...

Prabhupäda: He would say, but you must know that he's talking foolish. How God can talk with him? What is the condition? Therefore you have to read books.

Dhåñöadyumna: Tad vidhi praëipätena.

Prabhupäda: No. God talks with whom? That is said. Teñäà satata-yuktänaà bhajatäà préti-pürvakam [Bg. 10.10]. Those who have already become devotee of God and engaged in His service, He talks with him. Not he's a third-class fool. He doesn't talk with him. It is clearly stated, teñäà satata-yuktänäm [Bg. 10.10], one who is twenty-four-hours engaged in the service of the Lord, with love and faith, God talks with him. That is clearly stated. How do you understand that God is talking with him? A rascal fool, who has no business with God? God talks with devotee, very sincere devotee who is already engaged in God's service. He talks with him.

Puñöa Kåñëa: But then he might say "But I love God."

Prabhupäda: He might say, that is another thing. The standard is this. He may say-he's a rascal, he can say so many nonsense. That is not the standard. He says that "God is talking with me." So I have to see whether he's a candidate with whom God can talk. The formula is teñäà satata-yuktänäà bhajatäà préti-pürvakam [Bg. 10.10]. "One who is twenty-four-hours engaged in My service with love and faith, God talks with him." So first of all see whether he's twenty-four-hours engaged in God's service with love and faith. Then you can understand, "Yes, God is talking with him." But he has no preliminary qualification, if he says "I can talk with God," he's a nonsense. That means because you are a nonsense you are talking about him that God talks with him. You do not know with whom God talks. So you are nonsense also. You accept him, "Yes, he may be talking with God." How he can talk? That means you are also nonsense. You do not know with whom God talks. Why do you accept such proposition? If some store keeper says "I have passed M.A., L.L.D.," and I have to accept that? You must know with whom God talks. That means you are nonsense. You are accepting nonsensically. And the person who is constantly engaged in God's service, unless he's trained up by a spiritual master, how can he be engaged? So without spiritual master, one cannot be engaged in devotional service, and without devotional service, nobody's eligible to talk with God. So that nonsense talking, that without spiritual master God talking, and he has become perfect, this is all nonsense. One who believes, he is also nonsense. He does not know God. To raise such question means nonsense. You do not know with whom God talks, therefore you have brought this question. Otherwise, you would have kicked immediately. It is impossible. What do you think?

Devotee (2): I understand what you are saying.

Prabhupäda: Then why do you raise this question?

Devotee (2): It's a matter of argument also.

Prabhupäda: Argument? Why do you bring such nonsense argument, waste time? Don't waste time. You are ignorant, you are accepting. Don't remain ignorant. It is common sense. Is it so easy that one can talk with God? If some common man says "Just now I went to Mr. Ford, and talked with him. I'm coming back from him." So any gentleman will believe that? So these are our insufficiency that we believe such things. We are not properly trained up. Simply waste time. That's not good. He may talk nonsense. Why I shall accept nonsense? The same example. If somebody comes, "Now I'm just coming from talking with Mr. Ford, the President." Shall I have to believe? He's a common man. How he can talk with President Ford? If I believe, then I am also nonsense. Where is that?

Hari-çauri: We don't have a fan in here... I have to bring a fan from somewhere else.

Prabhupäda: No, no, bring, you can bring some soft cloth. Why this is, you bring some soft cloth. So don't indulge such nonsense question. You must personally understand. That is knowledge. If you are reading Bhagavad-gétä, how you can accept nonsense, he says that "I can talk with Kåñëa without spiritual master." It is absurd proposition. So why you should accept such absurd proposition unless you are also another absurd? If you knew that it is not possible, you "You rascal." Don't talk with him. Don't waste time. But you also do not know with whom God talks. Clearly stated. Teñäà satata-yuktänäà [Bg. 10.10]. Teñäm evänukampärtham [Bg. 10.11]. Why don't you read all these proposals? With whom God talks? Hmm? Why did you not?

Devotee (2): I'm familiar with those verses.

Prabhupäda: Then why did you not say "God talks with such and such person, but you are not such and such. Why you are talking nonsense? That means you are cheating. But you cannot cheat me. I know." So you must know. You must know with whom God talks.

Devotee (2): Çréla Prabhupäda, does this mean that we should not speak with those who ask such questions?

Prabhupäda: But you must know how to answer it! Otherwise, chant Hare Kåñëa. Why there are so many books? You do not read it, you do not know how to answer it even. That means you do not read. If you knew that God does not speak with rascals or anyone ordinary, then you would have immediately replied, "God does not speak to you. It is not possible. It requires qualification." Why should you believe it and waste your time?

Prabhupäda: Take, for example, mauna. Mauna means don't talk rubbish. It is better not to talk than to talk foolish. So mauna is meant for them who cannot talk about Kåñëa. Better stop talking. Mauna-vrata. Because he does not know Kåñëa, he'll talk all nonsense. So sometimes the spiritual master says that "You remain silent for twelve years." So (laughter) instead of talking nonsense, you remain silent for twelve years. That is mauna. Because as soon as you'll talk, you'll be captured where you are. Better not to talk. This is mauna-vrata. But one who is devotee, why he'll not...? He'll talk about Kåñëa. Väcäàsi vaikuëöha-guëänuvarëane. Always talking about Kåñëa. Why he should be silent? If he remains silent, then people will not get the benefit. Let him speak always of Kåñëa. Caitanya Mahäprabhu says that yäre dekho täre kaho kåñëa-upadeça. Whomever you meet, you simply talk about Kåñëa, what He has taught in the Bhagavad-gétä. You become guru. So why guru will stop? Guru will speak. But what kind of speaking? What Kåñëa has spoken. Not nonsense. Not like that: "I have painted so many pictures, therefore I have become God realized." Where Bhagavän says "By painting pictures one may..." He does not say, Kåñëa does not say. He has invented this. So therefore our test is, whether he's a bona fide guru, whether he's talking what Kåñëa has said. Then he's guru. Otherwise a rascal. That's all, finished. Why should we bother? This is the test. If he's speaking, repeating the same thing, what Kåñëa said, then he's guru. If he's talking something else, then he's rascal. Immediately take it. If you know this art, how to detect the rascal and guru, the test is already there. Where is the difficulty? Kåñëa says mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja. Guru will say "Surrender to Kåñëa." He'll never say that "I have become Kåñëa. You simply surrender to me." To surrender to Kåñëa means surrender to guru also. You'll learn it. So "Kåñëa is now dead; now I have become Kåñëa." This is rascal, immediately. So to test a guru and a rascal, there is no difficulty if you are well conversant with the teachings of Bhagavad-gétä. There is no question. Kåñëa says ya imaà paramaà guhyaà mad-bhakteñv abhidhäsyati. This confidential knowledge, what is that? Sarva-dharmän pariyajya mäm ekaà çaraëaà, one who is teaching this confidential knowledge—just surrender to Kåñëa—Kåñëa says "Ah, he is My dearmost friend." So you become dearmost friend of Kåñëa. Simply say what Kåñëa says. Why do you speak all other nonsense things? You immediately become the dearmost friend of Kåñëa. And if you manufacture, then you are a rascal. Why shall I accept a rascal? We shall accept the dearmost friend of Kåñëa as guru. That is wanted. And Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, when He was asked by a gåhastha devotee what should be the behavior of a Vaiñëava, He immediately said asat-saìga tyäga, ei vaiñëava äcära: [Cc. Madhya 22.87] "Give up the company of all rascals, asat." Asat means those who are rascals. That is Vaiñëava. Do not mix with all rascals, asat. Now how shall I know who is rascal and who is not a (rascal)? Asat eka 'stré-saìgé—-eka asädhu, kåñëa-bhakta ära. One who is too much attached with woman, he is rascal. Another rascal, who is not a devotee of Kåñëa. That's all. So we have got everything test tube. Put the test tube and you understand. If one is stré-saìgé... Stré-saìgé means not only the man, the man or woman, one who are very much sexually attached, he is a rascal. One should give up his company. And another rascal who is not a devotee of Kåñëa. That's all, finished. So if you want to be a Vaiñëava, you must give up the company of these two rascals. Then your progress is guaranteed. Everything is there. There is no difficulty to distinguish between rascals and intelligent, guru and bluffer. Everything is there. And to become a perfect Vaiñëava, Caitanya Mahäprabhu said asat-saìga tyäga ei vaiñëava. Don't talk even with these rascals. But sometimes in the preaching work we have to talk with such rascals, but not to take their theory but to teach them our theory. If you become defeated by their theory, then you are not a preacher. Don't preach, chant Hare Kåñëa. You are not fit for teaching. If you become overcome by their teaching, then you are finished. A preacher is madhyama-adhikäré, advanced devotee. He can preach. Kaniñöha-adhikäré should be engaged in temple worship, very nicely, then gradually he'll come to the madhyama-adhikäré. So the preacher is madhyama-adhikäré. A kaniñöha-adhikäré cannot become preacher. He is in the lowest stage of devotional service; he cannot become preacher. He'll be conquered by the asat. And madhyama-adhikäré, he knows how to deal with asat. At least he does not mix with them. That's all. If he cannot defeat them, he should avoid them, because that valuable time can be utilized for preaching Kåñëa consciousness to a person who is inquisitive to hear. Bäliçya. Bäliçya means innocent. He wants to know something about Kåñëa. Better deal with him than with the rascals and waste time. Better avoid the rascals. Just like in hospital, emergency cases, the doctor, when they see that this patient hopeless, he does not take care anymore. But when there is hope, they give medicine and try to... So hopeless condition, better not. Don't talk with them. That's all. That is vaiñëava-äcära. Then he'll remain safe. Hopeless person, don't waste your time talking with them. Éçvare tad-adhéneñu bäliçeñu dviñatsu ca. Four observations. Bhagavän-éçvara; prema-love. And, prema-maitré, friendship with devotees. And kåpa, mercy to the innocent person. And upekñä, no more talking. Don't waste time, talking with all these nonsense. Better utilize, properly utilize the time by instructing a person who is innocent and eager to hear. Like that. So this mauna-vrata-tapas-çruti...

Puñöa Kåñëa: 

mauna-vrata-çruta-tapo-'dhyäyana-sva-dharma- vyäkhya-raho-japa-samädhaya äpavargyaù

präyaù paraà puruña te tv ajitendriyänäm  [SB 7.9.46]

Prabhupäda: These things are meant for ajitendriyänäm, who could not control the senses, ajitendriyänäm. And who has engaged his senses in the service of the Lord, they are not ajitendriya. If you have engaged your mind in Kåñëa, the mind is the king of senses; then your senses cannot be misled. Sa vai manaù kåñëa-padäravindayor vacäàsi vaikuëöha-guëänuvarëane [SB 9.4.18]. Then if your mind is always in Kåñëa, man-mana bhava mad bhakto, then what you'll speak except Kåñëa? If you speak nonsense, that means your mind is not engaged in Kåñëa. The mind is the center of all sensual activities. So if your mind is always in Kåñëa, how we can talk nonsense? Sa vai manaù kåñëa-padäravindayor vacäàsi vaikuëöha-guëänuvarëane. He'll be always engaged in talking about Kåñëa. That is wanted. So if we keep our mind always in Kåñëa consciousness, then there is no question of mauna, because we'll have to talk about Kåñëa. Why shall I remain mauna? If we talk about Kåñëa, or what Kåñëa has said, then I am benefited, and the audience, he is also benefited. Take Bhagavad-gétä and talk. So those who are Kåñëa devotees, they'll gladly hear. Those who are inquisitive, innocent, they'll also hear. And the dviñät, those who are envious, they'll go away. That's good, clear. Talk about Kåñëa. That is spiritual. Don't talk anything else.

Devotee (2): Çréla Prabhupäda? How can we give up our enviousness and reluctance to serve the spiritual master and the other devotees?

Prabhupäda: Answer.

Dhrstadyumna: One can free himself from envy by serving. You serve the devotees and follow the instruction of the spiritual master. In this way the mind becomes your best friend.

Prabhupäda: A devotee is never envious of another devotee. He is not a devotee. Tad-adhéneñu maitré. One who is devotee, we have to make friendship with them. How we can hate them?

Devotees: Jaya, all glories to Çréla Prabhupäda. (end)

Evening Darçana                                  July 11, 1976, New York

Prabhupäda: Sthito 'smi gata-sandehaù. "Now all my doubts are over. Now I shall kill." Why did you not say this to your European audience?

Indian man (3): Because I don't know the Gétä myself that good.

Prabhupäda: Then why do you preach? First of all know, then preach. If you did not know, you should not preach. Therefore Caitanya Mahäprabhu said, janma särthaka kari' kara para-upakära [Cc. Ädi 9.41]. First of all make your life perfect, then try to make others perfect. Don't cheat others. So when Arjuna actually became intelligent, he said sthito 'smi gata-sandehaù kariñye vacanaà tava. This is understanding. "Yes, now I am situated in my proper understanding, I shall carry out Your order."

Morning Walk                                         May 8, 1975, Perth

Prabhupäda: Communism is going on, by force. It is the result of sinful life.

Paramahaàsa: They're put into that circumstance.

Prabhupäda: Yes, people are sinful, they will not do nicely, and now, by nature... Just like this child killing. They did it in his previous life. Now he is suffering. He will be killed. The nature's reaction. We are taking sympathy with the child who is being killed, but we do not know that he did the same business. Now he is being killed. That is nature's law.

Paramahaàsa: The person who doesn't know, he thinks that the child is innocent...

Prabhupäda: Innocent child. He's not innocent. He is sinful. He is being, what is called, chastised. Svakarma-phala-rüpa-jéva. That is the word, svakarma. One suffers... (aside:) You can sit down here, just like... Everyone suffers the reaction of his own work. Svakarma-phala-rüpa-jéva. Because he is a child, he takes sympathy, "Oh, such a small child is being killed." We take it like that. It is that he is the potent criminal. Now he is being punished.

Paramahaàsa: You were saying with all these wars. The people that are being killed are simply...

Prabhupäda: Yes. Therefore those who are in high standard, they do not take anything as wrong. Everyone is suffering his own reaction. Then bhaktas, they think, tat te 'nukampäà susamékñamäëo bhuïjäna evätma-kåtaà vipäkam [SB 10.14.8]. When a devotee is in trouble, he thinks that "I am suffering for my past deeds. [break] ...me." That is a devotee's attitude. "Let me do my business, chant Hare Kåñëa." And then he is sure. Such person is assured to come back. He doesn't care for all this suffering. He thinks, "I am suffering for my past deeds. That's all. Why shall I bother myself? Let me do my present duty, Hare Kåñëa, Hare Kåñëa." That is the first-class position. He is assured. In spite of all material difficulties, if he goes on with chanting, then his chance is first. That is stated. Däya-bhäk. Däya-bhäk means he inherits God's property as the son's inherits the father's property. Däya-bhäk. So we should be callous with all these political, social... We should simply go on. That is Caitanya Mahäprabhu. He was callous. Family affairs, wife's responsibility, for mother's responsibility for... Nothing. Simply chant Hare Kåñëa. Kértanéyaù sadä hariù [Cc. Ädi 17.31]. That is Caitanya Mahäprabhu's life. Even didn't care for anything, no responsibility. "My only business is chanting." That is... You preach for some time. Then you simply engage in chanting. Preaching means to make him strong, preaching, to become firmly convinced in Kåñëa consciousness. That is preaching. So when he is firmly convinced, then he can give up preaching and sit down and simply chant. Not in the beginning. That is imitation. He must be firmly convinced. So we have to study Caitanya Mahäprabhu's life. Except—this is the clear and simple truth—except chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra, there is no other business of the human being. So this preaching is also chanting Hare Kåñëa mantra. This is preaching. That has been shown by all the disciples of Caitanya Mahäprabhu. All the Gosvämés, Haridäsa Öhäkura and others, only did that, how to develop Kåñëa consciousness, no other business. That is sannyäsa. He has no other business. To preach Kåñëa consciousness, to practice Kåñëa consciousness, to convince Kåñëa consciousness, that's all, no other business. We don't take part in politics, sociology, and mental speculation, "science," or so on, so on, all nonsense. We reject, all kicked out. That is the perfection. It is simply waste of time. These are all superficial. Just like waves in the sea. Where is the meaning? The waves are going on. Oh, very nice. You collected all these flowers?

Amogha: Yes.

Prabhupäda: Great service.

Amogha: From the public gardens. There is a big public garden.

Prabhupäda: Oh.

Amogha: The government plants for the city to look nice.

Prabhupäda: But you are stealing.

Amogha: No, not from anyone's house.

Paramahaàsa: From the government.

Prabhupäda: Very, very nice flowers. Such a big rose I have never seen.

Paramahaàsa: In India they don't grow that big. They are very small.

Prabhupäda: Nobody takes care. The man also grows very small. There is no food, there is no soil. Poverty lives. Daridra-doña guëa-näçe, when a person becomes poverty-stricken, all his quality goes away. He might have very good qualification but if... [break] Unfortunately, being misguided, this position of opulence, they are misusing it, and therefore becoming hippies. Simply misusing it. Instead of utilizing the position for development of Kåñëa consciousness, they are misusing it. So timely the movement has come to your country. Just try to apply in your practical life, preach all over the world, at least all over your own country. Here also, the Australians, they have got opulence. Try to relieve them. You are American or Australian?

Jayadharma: I'm an Australian, Prabhupäda.

Paramahaàsa: Australian, he says.

Prabhupäda: Australian, that's nice. Learn this art and preach. There is good potency in your country. You are also not poverty. Kåñëa says, imaà räjarñayo viduù [Bg. 4.2]. Räjarñi means very rich, kings. He never said, "All the bungees understood it. All the wretched class understood it." He never taught. It is meant for the leaders of the society, opulent kings and leaders. It is meant for them. Poverty-stricken man cannot under... But there is no bar, there is no hindrance. But this is especially meant for the opulent person. Otherwise why Kåñëa says imaà räjarñayo viduù? And He instructed first to the sun-god. He is not ordinary person. He instructed later on to Arjuna. He is not ordinary person. Because one important person learns the science, he will preach it all over the earth. Caitanya Mahäprabhu has directly said they are not ordinary persons. So unless one is materially not ordinary, he cannot preach. All the Gosvämés, they were coming from respectable... And where Gauòéya Maöha came? These are third-class men, no position in their past life.

Paramahaàsa: Most of them just came from the villages.

Prabhupäda: That's all. Uneducated, half-educated, poor, poverty-stricken. They could not do anything. Some of our Godbrothers I have beat them. (Like Tértha) (indistinct). In his previous life he had a big, big business organization. So therefore he has been able to organize. They will admit. They are coming from some third-class status of life. This is not tripe, this is fact.

Paramahaàsa: Actually, I noticed that myself so many times in the way you handle money and the managerial affairs, very expert.

Prabhupäda: Yes, Caitanya Mahäprabhu's... Çré-caitanya-mano 'bhéñöaà sthäpitaà yena bhü-tale, svayaà rüpa gosvämé. Who established the mission of Caitanya Mahäprabhu? Rüpa Gosvämé. He was minister. He was not a cultivator, plow department.

Paramahaàsa: It's very difficult in Kali-yuga to get the advanced materialists such as ministers and big businessmen...

Prabhupäda: You can convert. It is not difficulty. How the Rüpa Gosvämé was converted? Because the expert man... That person was Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu. So if you become expert, you can convert. How this governor was coming, how these politicians were coming?

Paramahaàsa: Because you're the expert.

Prabhupäda: It is not just we. You have to become expert to convert another expert. If you are not experienced, how you can convert others?

Paramahaàsa: Is it true that you will end up converting people according to your own..., in other words, you convert people of your own caliber?

Prabhupäda: Not own caliber, any caliber. That requires expert management.

Paramahaàsa: But if you become high quality or high class, then automatically you attract that type of person.

Prabhupäda: Yes. That you can do. You American people, you can do. That I am instructing. You can do. And actually, because some of you will cooperate the movement is going on. Therefore I came to America. When I found that in India no intelligent boys were coming, then I decided, "Let me go to America."

Paramahaàsa: Still, even after you went to America and brought back so many European and American disciples, still the Indians are so slow to come and join.

Prabhupäda: Because they have been... The disease is very chronic. They are not opulent. That diagnosis already given. They have become poverty-stricken. So daridra-doña guëa naçe. Although they are born in India, they have got many qualification, due to this poverty-stricken position, they... Their first business is how to... Because they have got family attachment, so they cannot sacrifice. They will work very, very hard. You have seen how they are going to office, how..., because they have got the responsibility of family. That is Indians another feature. They take family responsibility. In your country there is no such thing. There is no family. There is no family responsibility. In India still that old tradition is going on. Therefore they cannot sacrifice the family responsibility, although they are willing. And the whole thing is it is due to poverty-stricken position. They have got family responsibilities. They think, "If I go, then whole family will starve. How can I go?" That is the exact position. And to come to that stage, that "Let my family starve, I don't mind," that is very higher stage. That is sarva-dharmän parityajya mäm ekaà çaraëaà vraja [Bg. 18.66], "Oh, no responsibility, simply I have got respons..." That is not ordinary stage. You cannot expect these things from ordinary man.

Jayadharma: A person may see somebody do that, may think that they're irresponsible.

Prabhupäda: Yes, escaping, so many accusations. But with all these accusations one can do that. There is no harm. But that position is not for all.

Paramahaàsa: Due to that poverty-stricken condition, if someone does come to us, they usually want to get something from us.

Prabhupäda: Oh, yes. Yes. You find out this verse, tyaktvä sva-dharmaà caraëämbujaà harer [SB 1.5.17]. Find out first the index.

Paramahaàsa: First Canto. Yellow. Yellow.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Here, here. Find out this verse: tyaktvä sva-dharmaà caraëämbujaà harer bhajann apakvo 'tha patet tato yadi, yatra kva väbhadram abhüd amuñya kià...

Amogha: tyaktvä sva-dharmaà caraëämbujaà harer bhajann apakvo 'tha patet tato yadi

yatra kva väbhadram abhüd amuñya kiàko värtha äpto 'bhajatäà sva-dharmataù [SB 1.5.17]

"Translation: One who has forsaken his material occupations to engage in the devotional service of the Lord may sometimes fall down while in an immature stage, yet there is no danger of his being unsuccessful. On the other hand, a nondevotee, though fully engaged in occupational duties, does not gain anything."

Prabhupäda: That's it. They are thinking, "I am doing my duty," but they do not gain anything. And a person doesn't care for any responsibility; he comes to Kåñëa consciousness. He gains something. Even if he falls down in immature stage, he gains something. But other man, he is doing his duty very nicely, but he is gaining nothing. You should read the purport.

Srimad-Bhagavatam 6.2.4                Vrndavana, September 8, 1975
So those who have taken to Krsna consciousness seriously, they should be ideal men. The society will be benefited at least by seeing their behavior. And Caitanya Mahaprabhu has taught us, apani acari prabhu jiveri siksaya. If you don't behave yourself as an ideal man, you cannot preach. Your preaching will not be successful.
Morning Walk                                        December 5, 1973, Los Angeles

Prabhupäda: Yes, you do not know how to make them happy. First of all learn how to make them happy. You cannot manufacture your program to make them happy. That everyone is doing. But the more they are acting, the world becoming in chaotic condition. You know what is the standard of happiness, how to make them happy; then you can work. If a medical man, he has never seen a medical college and if he wants to treat patient, what is this?

Hådayänanda: A criminal.

Prabhupäda: Yes. Quack. He must know how to make them happy. That is first business.

Room Conversation with Banker  September 21, 1973, Bombay

Prabhupäda: So anyway, the human life is only meant for... This is our mission, to teach that "You are simply wasting your time. Take to Kåñëa consciousness." That is his only business. And next business is, those who cannot directly take to, then those, they should be helping this movement. Therefore we go door-to-door, to connect them, to be linked up with this movement, life member, this member, that member... They are misunderstanding, "They have no other good business. Transcendental fraud, giving us some book and taking money and eating and sleeping. They have got..." They are thinking like that.

Tamäla Kåñëa: So we should preach strongly and they should know that we also preach.

Prabhupäda: Yes, they should know that it is for their benefit we are making them life members, not for our benefit. And that should be the motive.

Tamäla Kåñëa: They should give with that motive.

Prabhupäda: Yes, we should deal with them so that they may develop their Kåñëa consciousness. If you simply make it a point, somehow or other take some money from them and let them go to hell, that is not... That is transcendental fraud. What do you think, Gargamuni?

Gargamuni: Yes. We have to preach. (S.P. laughs)

Prabhupäda: Yes. If by the dress of sannyäsé, you take some money and eat and sleep, then it is transcendental fraud. (SP laughs) (Hindi) Just like others are toiling, and we are getting money by some dress. That's all. They are getting money by laboring hard, and we are getting money... In India, mostly the sannyäsés, they do that. The priests also, they do that. This is our profession, just... My Guru Mahäräja said that öhäkura dekhiye päya rasta karache, rastaye 'yandiya jévika badram karam bhari (?). Instead of earning livelihood by showing the Deity in the temple, it is better to take the profession of a sweeper in the street and live honestly. He said like that. The sweeper is working hard toiling and getting some money and living. This is honest living. But just like in Våndävana, all the Goswamis. They have got their Deity. People are coming, contributing. Typical example, Gauracända Goswami. Öhäkura dekhiye paisa rasta. (?) All the sevaites, they are meant for... Our Kunja Babu also planned like that. He thought, "By cheating all the God-brothers, I have got now Caitanya Maöha. And people will come to see Caitanya Mahäprabhu's birthplace, and I will get good income. And it will be distributed amongst my brothers and sons and myself. That's all." That is his scheme.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Perfect material plan.

Prabhupäda: Yes. It is another way of earning money. And he was always after Guru Mahäräja only for this purpose. Guru Mahäräja took that "Oh, this man is helping me." But he had no such plan, to help Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté. He had the plan, "Keep Bhaktisiddhänta Sarasvaté in front, earn money, and put it in my pocket." That was his very beginning. He was taking money like anything. But he was a good manager. Other God-brothers complained, sannyäsés. Guru Mahäräja used to say that "Why you are complaining? You cannot reform him, your God-brother? And if I would have to keep expert manager like him, I would have to pay something. Suppose he is taking something, why do you grudge?" (Prabhupäda laughing) He would say like that. So nobody could say anything. But after the demise, everything burst out. "Kunja Babu must be driven out." That was the whole plan of Gauòéya Maöha breakdown. The grudge was against Kunja Babu.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Who is Kunja Babu?

Prabhupäda: That Tértha Mahäräja. His name is Kunja Vihari Sar. So that was boiling in everyone's heart. So as soon as Guru Mahäräja passed away, so that burst out. And the whole plan was how to get out this Kunja Babu.

Tamäla Kåñëa: Not how to preach.

Prabhupäda: No. This was the cause of breakdown. This was suppressed by Guru Mahäräja under his influence, but the rebellious was there during his lifetime. And it burst into... Therefore he advised that "You make a governing body and Kunja Babu should be allowed to remain manager." This was directly spoken. He never asked anybody to become äcärya. He asked that "You form a governing body of twelve men and go on preaching, and Kunja Babu may be allowed to remain manager during his lifetime." He never said that Kunja Babu should be äcärya. None, none of them were advised by Guru Mahäräja to become äcärya. His idea was "Let them manage; then whoever will be actual qualified for becoming äcärya, they will elect. Why I should enforce upon them?" That was his plan. "Let them manage by strong governing body, as it is going on. Then äcärya will come by his qualifications." But they wanted that... Because at heart, they were, "After demise of Guru, I shall become äcärya." "I shall become äcärya." So all the äcäryas began fight. One side, that Väsudeva Äcärya and Sar Kunja Babu Äcärya. And Paramänanda, he thought that "Whoever will be powerful, I shall join them." (laughing) He only thought. But Guru Mahäräja never asked that these three men should be trustees. He wanted governing body. So the rebellion broke out immediately after his passing away. And then fight in the high-court. And Kunja Babu, he is very intelligent man. So from the very beginning he knew that "There will be fight after the demise of Guru Mahäräja. So fight will be in the high-court. So at the expense of Guru Mahäräja, let my brother and sons become attorneys and barrister so I will have not to pay all these things." It was a planned thing. And that is being done. He was a clerk, it was not in his power to make his brother and sons attorneys and barristers. They were all made at the cost of Gauòéya Maöha to fight with (indistinct) in favor of Tértha Mahäräja. These were the planned things. But I was a rotten gåhastha. I did not join any one of them. (Prabhupäda laughs) I was rotting in my household life. That's all. But I was planning how to make, how to make this. That was my desire from the very beginning, since I heard it. But I was never with them, either this party or that party. And Guru Mahäräja also recommended, apnader tasturi tublia thaki bhavan. Takhona (?). "When there will be need, he will do himself. There is no need of living with you. It is better to live apart from you." When I was recommended by Goswami Mahäräja to live in the Maöha, that "He is so nice." Sometimes he recommended. In Bombay, here in this Bombay. That house. Yes. He (Guru Mahäräja) said "Yes, he is very expert. He can do. So it is better to live apart from you. And he will do everything when there is need." He said. I could not understand. Although I was apart from them, a gåhastha. In this Bombay I was doing business. (people talking outside)

Morning Walk                        March 14, 1974, Våndävana

 [break] The government was pleased to reply that they're maintaining themselves by selling literature. Similarly, if it comes to the notice of the government that they're maintaining ourselves by production of food, they'll like very much. [break] In your temple.

Devotee: Feeding.

Prabhupäda: (chuckles) [break]

Bhagavän: ...the society would go to the gurukula, and there it would be decided what their work would be?

Prabhupäda: Yes. First of all there should be an instructor on the spiritual life, then according to his position... Our spiritual life is meant, we should always remember... But for management we have to make divisions. That is...

Devotee: Actually the whole society could be Vaiñëava.

Prabhupäda: Ah. They're Vaiñëava. But because they have got to live in the material world, there must be division of work. If everyone wants to become the brain, who will act as leg? That is also required. If everyone says, "No, no, I'm not going to do the work of leg. I want simply to work as..." No. It is needed. The brain is needed, the hand is needed, the belly is needed, the leg is needed. So that we have to divide. Who will work as brain, who will work as hand, who will work as leg... The main aim is how to maintain this body perfectly, fit. That should be the aim, how the society will go on nicely. And for management, this hand, leg, brain, belly must be divided. Just like there's slight difference, those who are directly engaged in temple worship and those who are going to sell books. Apparently there's difference, but basically there is no difference. Like that. If one can sell books nicely, why he should be, I mean to say, engaged in the temple worship? He can do better work in that way. But there is no difference between selling the books and temple worship. Or washing the dish. There's no difference, because it is all transcendental. Just like aìgäni yasya sakalendriya-våttimanti. Kåñëa's hands and legs, there's no difference. You've read this verse?

Haàsadüta: Yes, aìgäni yasya sakalendriya...

Prabhupäda: But still leg and hand.

Madhudviña: Çréla Prabhupäda?

Prabhupäda: Hm.

Madhudviña: Kåñëa says, Ya idaà paramaà guhyam [Bg 18.68].

Prabhupäda: Hm.

Madhudviña: He says, "Those who repeat this message of Bhagavad-gétä, are most dear friends to me, and there's no one more dear to Me than he..."

Prabhupäda: Hm.

Madhudviña: Wouldn't that indicate that a preacher is higher than a worker?

Prabhupäda: Yes, this is preaching, this is preaching. You help. Suppose you are preaching, and if I help you... Just like I'm preaching, you're helping. You are also preaching.

